
ND State Technical Committee 
FSA Update – March 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wanda Braton, ND Conservation Program Director for FSA



Topics
• CRP Overview 
• Expiring CRP Contracts
• CRP Payments
• ND SAFE Proposals
• ND State Priority Zone Changes
• General CRP SU56 Status
• CRP Grassland Signup
• Livestock Disaster Program Updates

State Technical Committee 2March 2021

Presenter
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Some of the things I’m going to cover this morning include the following:CRP OverviewExpiring CRP ContractsFY 2020 CRP PaymentsND SAFE Proposal StatusND State Priority Zone ChangesGeneral CRP Signup StatusCRP Grassland SignupLivestock Disaster Program Updates



CRP Overview
Active CRP Contracts
• National Enrollments

• 21.0M Acres
• 563,702 Active Contracts

• North Dakota Enrollments
• 1.26M Acres
• Ranked 7th for Acreage 

Enrollment
• 19,615 Active 

Contracts
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With the 2018 Farm Bill, the National CRP cap was increased from 24 M acres to 27 Million acres by the end of 2023.  Currently, there are approximately 21 Million Acres currently enrolled in CRP across the Nation, under 563,702 active contracts.In North Dakota, we currently have a little more than 1.26 Million acres enrolled in CRP, which puts us in the top ten States in the National for total acres.  Currently, ND is ranked 7th, below those leading States such as Texas, Kansas, Iowa, Colorado, S. Dakota and Nebraska.



Cropland Limitations
North Dakota

• Total Cropland Acres =
• 28,283,613 Acres

• Cropland Limit
• 25 percent of Cropland
• ND at 4.4 percent
• Highest Cropland to CRP Percentage 

• Stutsman approx. 17 percent
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The CRP Authority limits CRP enrollment to 25 percent of the total cropland in the State, and therefore each County is also limited to 25 percent of the cropland can be enrolled in CRP.  Currently, ND has approximately 28M acres of cropland, so with our current CRP enrollment of 1.26M, that puts ND at 4.4 percent of our cropland is in CRP.  With the State limitation of 25 percent, in turn that means that each County cannot exceed 25 percent of their cropland to be enrolled in CRP without a waiver.  There is no County in ND that is close to the 25 percent County Cropland limit.  The highest enrollment number is Stutsman County, with 17 percent of their cropland acres are in CRP.



Expiring CRP
ND Expiring CRP Acreage

• Next 3 years (2021-2023) =
• 610,014 Acres

Breakdown
• 2021

• 135,030 acres
• 2022

• 371,752 acres
• 2023

• 103,232 acres
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When we look at the future of CRP in North Dakota, we see that in the next 3 years, there are 610 thousand acres due to expire.  I added the breakdown of expiring acres to this slide which shows that in 2022, there are more than 370 thousand acres to expire.  When you look at the current enrollment of 1.26 Million, you will see that just a little under half of the acres in ND are due to expire in the next 3 years.So, what does this mean?  It means in order to keep conservation on the ground, we need to continue to work with our partners and outreach to landowners, discussing the benefits of the program, even though the dollars received for the enrollment of acres may not be at a price that landowners were hoping for.



CRP Payments
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FY2021 CRP Payments
• National 

• $1.7B
• North Dakota 

• $64.3M
• Ranked 10th for Dollars 

Issued

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I added this slide to show the total amount of dollars that were issued under CRP in Fiscal Year 2021.  You can see that Nationally, there have been approximately 1.7 Billion dollars disbursed.In ND, FSA has issued approximately 64.3 Million dollars to landowners and operators under the CRP program, this doesn’t include other programs such as GRP or TIP.  Based on these numbers, it ranks ND 10th for highest dollars issued in the Nation.  I provided a chart identifying the States in the top ten.



CRP SAFE
ND SAFE Proposal

• Required Modifications in FY2020
• Approved for FY2021

• Coteau-Drift Prairie Waterbank
• Declining Grassland Birds
• Eastern Tallgrass Prairie Restoration
• Habitat for Honeybees
• Habitat for Pheasants
• SE ND Sagebrush Restoration

• No longer Acreage Allocations
• Signup under both General & Continuous
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In preparation for General CRP Signup 56, FSA and our ND partners were tasked with modifying and updating several resources and agreements, one of which was the ND SAFE Proposals.  In the spring of 2020, FSA met several times with our Partners to modify each of the 6 ND SAFE Proposals to align with current templates and program policy under the 2018 Farm Bill.Our first round of SAFE modifications were submitted to the FSA National Office for review back in July of 2020.  Last November, ND was required to further modify the Declining Grassland Birds SAFE to change the boundary and remove overlapping acres that were currently under the Habitat for Pheasants SAFE.  We weren’t given a lot of time to make the changes, but the ND team made up of various partners were amazing and they were able to reduce the size of the DGB and still achieve the goals and objectives of the Proposal.In early December, FSA received approval of all 6 modified SAFE Proposals.  The biggest changes to SAFE are that there are no longer any acreage allocations for each of the SAFE Proposals, which makes it easier for enrollment, and depending on the authorized conservation practices selected for enhancement of the targeted species in each Proposal, signup under SAFE is conducted through both the General and Continuous CRP Signups.



CRP SAFE
Pheasant Habitat                  Declining Grassland Birds
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Approved Boundaries of the ND Habitat for Pheasants and the ND Declining Grassland Birds SAFE



CRP Conservation Priority Zones
ND Conservation Priority Areas

• No Changes to National or State Boundaries

ND Conservation Priority Zones
• Required Modifications for FY2021

• Each Zone cannot exceed 25 percent of the total 
cropland in the State.

• Reduced Wildlife and Water Quality Zone Acreage
• Increased Air Quality Zone Acreage
• Approved by DAFP for use under CRP General 

Signup 56.
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Another required modification was to the Conservation Priority Zones.  Each State was tasked with reviewing the existing boundaries of the Priority Zones and making modification, if needed, to ensure that each Zone did not exceed 25 percent of the total cropland acres in the State.  In North Dakota, the Wildlife Priority Zone encompassed 100 percent of the acreage located within the National Conservation Priority Area – the Prairie Pothole Region.  Therefore, FSA and our ND partners reduced the size of the zone by nearly 2/3’s to meet the requirement. The targeted location will contribute to the restoration of habitat of threatened or endangered species.  The Water Quality Zone was also reduced by more than a third and is in a location that will contribute to reducing groundwater and surface water quality impairment.  The Air Quality Zone actually increased in size based on the requirement that each zone must encompass full Counties within it’s boundary.



CRP Conservation Priority Zones
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Wildlife

Water Quality
Air Quality



CRP General Signup 56
Signup

• Began January 4, 2021
• Deadline 

• Was February 12, 2021
• Deadline Extension 

• Unknown Period of Time
• To Allow New Administration with Time to Review 

and Evaluate Current Program Policy. 
• Counties Continue to Accept SU56 Offers
• Teamed up with NDG&F to Promote SU56 

Through Virtual Marketing Ads
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As you know, CRP General Signup began on January 4, 2021 and was scheduled to end on February 12, 2021.  On February 5, 2021, the Agency received a Notice which extended SU56 for an unknown period of time.  This extension is meant to allow the new Administration with time to review the current policy for General Signup and make changes if they determine it necessary.  If changes are made, producers who have already submitted offers for enrollment will be given the opportunity to resubmit or modify their existing offers.  As of now, Counties are continuing to accept offers.In preparation of the Signup, FSA teamed up with the ND Game & Fish to promote General CRP Signup 56 through Virtual Marketing Ads.  This was a new form of outreach for FSA and based on the number of views and inquiries, I would say that it was very successful in generating additional interest in the program.



CRP Continuous Signup 55
Signup

• Began October 1, 2021
• Deadline September 30, 2021
• Re-enrollment of Expiring CRP

• Accept Applications as of April 1st (6 months 
prior to expiration)
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Signup for CCRP began on October 1, 2020 for the enrollment of new land.  The signup deadline is September 30, 2021.  This includes enrollment opportunities for the ND Riparian Buffer CREP Project.For producers who are looking at re-enrolling their CRP back into another CCRP contract, Counties can begin processing those offers on April 1st.



CRP Grassland Signup 203
Signup

• Begins March 15, 2021
• Deadline April 23, 2021
• No Extension Received Thus Far
• Signup using a National Ranking Process 

Similar to General
• EBI using 7 Ranking Factors

• Acceptance based on a National Cutoff Score
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Signup for the CRP Grassland Program is slated to begin on March 15, 2021 with a deadline of April 23rd.  As of right now, no extension or delay of the signup has been announced, so Counties are moving forward with preparing for the signup.The CRP Grassland Signup will be similar to a General Signup, as we utilize a National Ranking Process where offers for CRP Grasslands will be ranked using 7 ranking factors.  Upon completion of the signup, all offers will be submitted to the National Office for evaluation and a determination of acceptability based on a cut off score.  Acceptable offers will have an effective start date of October 1st.



CRP Forest Management Incentive
New Incentive Authorized Under the 
2018 Farm Bill

• CRP Forest Management Incentive (FMI)
• Began January 19, 2021
• Only Authorized Through September 30, 2023 

or When Funds Are Exhausted
• Only Forestry Practices Eligible 

• CP3, CP3A, CP11, CP22, CP22B, CP22S, 
CP31 and CP4D/CP38E-4D, if planted to trees.

• Authorized to encourage proper thinning and 
other practices to improve conditions of 
resources, promote forest management, or 
enhance wildlife habitat.
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The CRP Forest Management Incentive (FMI) is a new incentive authorized under the 2018 Farm Bill that is intended to encourage landowners to perform additional management measures on Forestry Practices to improve the conditions of the resources, promote forest management or enhance wildlife habitat.Signup for the FMI program began on January 19, 2021 and will continue through September 30, 2023 or when funds are exhausted.  The program is intended only for those CRP contracts that have been enrolled under a forestry practice.  In ND, the eligible practices consist of the following practices.  Land devoted to these practices are only eligible up until the last 2 years of the CRP-1 contract period.  As an example of that is, there are 5 contracts in ND that were enrolled with the existing tree practice CP11.  All 5 of these contracts were enrolled back in 2008 and the expiration date is September of 2022.  Since the 5 CRP contracts are due to expire in a year and a half, those contracts would not be eligible for FMI.   The CP4D or CP38E-4D practices are only eligible if the acreage is devoted to trees and not shrubs.Payment rates will be based off of NRCS National Payment factors that are already established.



Livestock Disaster Programs
Calendar Year 2021
• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

• Signup began January 1, 2021
• Eligible Producers Must File a Notice of 

Loss within 30 calendar days of when 
Loss became Apparent.

• Must have supporting documentation, 
such as proof of Death

• Deadline is March 1, 2022
• Application Software and 2021 Payment 

Rates have been Established
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A few updates on a couple of other ongoing programs under the Livestock Disaster Program.LIP is intended for Livestock Deaths due to an eligible adverse weather event.  The 2021 LIP signup began on January 1, 2021 and will run through December 31, 2021.  Producers must file a Notice of Loss within 30 days of when the loss becomes apparent.  The Application for Payment must be filed by March 1, 2022 and must contain supporting documentation such as acceptable beginning inventory and proof of death.The Application Software has been released and the 2021 Payment rates have been established, so County Offices can accept applications for eligible livestock deaths.



Livestock Disaster Programs
Calendar Year 2021
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 

Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP)

• Signup began January 1, 2021
• Notice of Loss

• 30 days for Livestock
• 15 days for Honeybees

• Livestock Feed and Grazing Losses
• Honeybee Colony, Hive and Feed Losses
• Deadline is January 30, 2022
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ELAP is intended to capture eligible livestock feed and grazing losses, along with Honeybee colony, hive and feed losses.  The 2021 ELAP signup began on January 1, 2021 and will end on December 31st.  Producers with losses incurred due to eligible adverse weather, disease or animal attack, must file a NOL for livestock feed and grazing losses, no later than 30 calendars days of when the loss becomes apparent and for honeybee colony, hive or feed losses, a NOL within 15 calendar days.The Application for Payment, along with all supporting documentation must be submitted to the administrating County Office no later than January 30, 2022.



Livestock Disaster Programs
Livestock Forage Program (LFP)

• Livestock Grazing Losses
• For Drought, Triggered by US Drought 

Monitor D2, D3 and D4 Designations
• Calendar Year 2020

• 3 Counties Qualified Due to Drought
• Burleigh, Morton and Oliver

• Deadline was January 30, 2021
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LFP is a program that is triggered by severe drought based on the US Drought Monitor during the normal grazing period or by a wildfire on federal lands.In 2020, ND had 3 Counties who qualified for LFP based on a D2 status for 8 consecutive weeks.  Those Counties were Burleigh, Morton and Oliver.  The deadline to apply for 2020 grazing losses was January 30, 2021.  Due to the number of applications received, Counties who administer land physically located in these 3 Counties are still working through these applications in order to issue payments.



Additional Assistance:
• Signup

• Began on January 19, 2021
• Deadline

• Was February 26, 2021
• Deadline Extension 

• Unknown Period of Time
• To Allow New Administration with Time 

to Review and Evaluate Current 
Program Policy. 
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Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP) 
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The final program that I will provide an update on is the CFAP Additional Assistance Program.  As you may know, FSA implemented CFAP 1 last spring, which was followed by a second round under the CFAP 2 last fall.  The CFAP Additional Assistance Program began on January 19, 2021 with a deadline of February 26, 2021.  Last week, FSA received notice that the program is extended for an unknown period of time in order to allow the new administration with time to review and evaluate the current program policy.  However, Counties are still accepting applications.  Producers will receive an additional 30 days to complete their application once the program deadline is announced.



Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP) 
Additional Assistance:
• CFAP-1 Top-Up 

• Only applies to pigs and hogs
• There is no action required by the 

Producer
• Payments will be issued automatically be 

issued once they become available
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The Additional Assistance Program contains 2 parts.The first is the CFAP 1 Top-up payment, which only applies to pigs and hogs.  There is no action required by the producers for this top-up payment.  The payments will be automatically issued once they become available.



Additional Assistance:
• CFAP-2 – Expanded Eligibility

• Applies to contract growers of swine, broilers, 
laying hens, chicken eggs and turkeys who 
suffered a drop in revenue in 2020 as 
compared to their 2019 revenue.

• Adjusted the payment calculation to use the 
producer's eligible 2019 calendar year sales, 
and 2019 crop insurance indemnities, NAP, 
and WHIP+ payments.

• Adjusted the payment calculation for certain 
row crops for CFAP-2.
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The second part of the CFAP Additional Assistance Program is the CFAP 2 Expanded Eligibility.  The program applies to contract growers of swine, broilers, laying hens, chicken eggs and turkeys, who have suffered a drop in revenue in 2020 as compared to their 2019 revenue.  It also adjusted the payment calculation to use the producer’s eligible 2019 calendar year end sales, and 2019 crop insurance indemnities, NAP and WHIP+ payments, multiplied by the applicable payment rate for all sales commodities, which include specialty crops, aquaculture, tobacco, specialty livestock, nursery crops and floriculture, andIt adjusted the payment calculation for certain row crops.



FSA Administration
With the change in Administration:
• Brad Thykeson, former SED, last day 

was January 15, 2021.
• Brian Haugen, Price Support Program 

Director, Acting SED.
• Brian.Haugen@usda.gov
• 701-893-2230

• Wanda Braton, Conservation Program 
Director

• Wanda.braton@usda.gov
• 701-893-2231
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