
 

HIGH PRIORITY PRACTICES 
 
The 2018 Farm Bill and EQIP rule authorize increased payments for up to 10 high priority practices to address 
priority resource concerns, mainly Water Quality and Quantity. The higher payment should incentivize 
conservation practices that have high potential for conservation benefit but are often underutilized and historic 
adoption may be low. 
 
High Priority Practice Scenarios that will pay 90% are designated as (Pr) within the payment schedule. In 
Alabama, the following scenarios are eligible for the 90% payment rate to ALL participants within the entire 
state. 
 
NOTE: All payment caps still apply as designated in the Conservation Practice section below 
 
 

Eligible High Priority (Pr) Scenarios for 90% rate 

309 Agrichemical Handling Facility All Scenarios 

316 Animal Mortality Facility All Scenarios 
351 Well Decommissioning All Scenarios 
410 Grade Stabilization Structure All Scenarios 
442 Sprinkler System 1) Variable Rate System- convert from traveler to a VRI center pivot (Low Pressure). 
    2) Variable Rate System Retrofit 
    3) Variable Rate System Renovation 
449 Irrigation Water Management 1) Soil Moisture Sensors with Data Recorder 
    2) Variable Rate IWM  
512 Pasture and Hay Planting Planting of Native Warm Season Grass 
590 Nutrient Management All Scenarios 
620 Underground Outlet All Scenarios 
638 Water and Sediment Control Basin All Scenarios 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PRACTICES 
 
The 2018 Farm Bill provides for increased incentives for practices that protect water quality and quantity of drinking 
water sources while also benefitting producers. Increased payment rates for selected source water protection (SWP) 
practices are to be applied within the identified priority watersheds (refer to Appendix A). These practices will be paid at 
the 90 percent payment rate for all applicants in all ranking pools within these priority areas. Some practices have specific 
conditions to qualify for the 90% rate as designated with a footnote.  Eligible practices are listed below and correspond to 
the watershed designation [Ground, Surface, or both (Appendix A)]. For example, both sets of SWP practices are eligible 
in the orange watersheds designated as “Surface Water and Ground Water.”  Use of ‘Wp’ payment scenarios will ONLY 
be appropriate if the SWP question is affirmatively answered within the CART ranking.  
 

Eligible SWP Practices at 90% rate for GROUND WATER watersheds (Blue and Orange on map) 
309 Agrichemical Handling Facility 449 Irrigation Water Management (3) 
313 Waste Storage Facility (1) 484 Mulching (4) 
317 Composting Facility 528 Prescribed Grazing 
329 Residue and Tillage Management, No Till 558 Roof Runoff Structure 
342 Critical Area Planting 587 Structure for Water Control 
351 Water Well Decommissioning 590 Nutrient Management (5) 
359 Waste Treatment Lagoon 595 Pest Management System 
360 Waste Facility Closure 629 Waste Treatment 
381 Silvopasture Establishment 632 Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility 
391 Riparian Forest Buffer 634 Waste Transfer 
442 Irrigation System, Sprinkler (2) 657 Wetland Restoration 
443 Irrigation System, Subsurface (2)     
(1) Wet waste only, (2) Variable Rate only, (3) Soil Moisture Sensors/Variable Rate only, (4) No Plastic, (5) Precision Application only 

 
Eligible SWP Practices at 90% rate for SURFACE WATER watersheds (Green and Orange on map) 

309 Agrichemical Handling Facility 443 Irrigation System, Subsurface (2) 
313 Waste Storage Facility (1) 449 Irrigation Water Management (3) 
317 Composting Facility 484 Mulching (4) 
318 Short Term Storage of Animal Waste and Byproducts 528 Prescribed Grazing 
329 Residue and Tillage Management, No Till 558 Roof Runoff Structure 
332 Contour Buffer Strips 578 Stream Crossing 
333 Amending Soil Properties with Gypsum Products 580 Streambank and Shoreline Protection 
342 Critical Area Planting 587 Structure for Water Control 
351 Water Well Decommissioning 590 Nutrient Management (5) 
359 Waste Treatment Lagoon 595 Pest Management System 
360 Waste Facility Closure 600 Terrace 
381 Silvopasture Establishment 620 Underground Outlet 
386 Field Border 629 Waste Treatment 
391 Riparian Forest Buffer 632 Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility 
393 Filter Strip 634 Waste Transfer 
395 Stream Habitat Improvement and Management 638 Water and Sediment Control Basin 
410 Grade Stabilization Structure 644 Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 
412 Grassed Waterway 657 Wetland Restoration 
(1) Wet waste only, (2) Variable Rate only, (3) Soil Moisture Sensors/Variable Rate only, (4) No Plastic, (5) Precision Application only 



 

FY23 EQIP  INITIATIVES 
 
BOBWHITE QUAIL 
 
Background:   
The Northern Bobwhite Quail (Colinus virginianus) is iconic and highly valued, yet populations have declined 
by more than 85% since the 1960’s.  The southeastern United States was considered premiere quail hunting 
habitat and quail were common. This drastic decline is due primarily to the loss of quality early successional 
habitat (i.e. native grasses, legumes, weeds, briars, bugs, and shrubs). Changes in agricultural practices, lack of 
management, and other land-use change, have led to dramatic fragmentation of high-quality habitats as well. 
 
Research shows that closed canopy and/or unburned pine stands provide poor quality habitat for bobwhites, and 
other grassland species, and may also serve as ecological sinks (i.e. high predation rates) thereby reducing 
bobwhite survival, even on adjacent high-quality habitats. When appropriately applied, forest thinning and 
frequent prescribed fire mimic the ecosystem processes that once occurred naturally across landscapes to create 
and maintain savanna habitats.  
 
In addition to quail, restoring this habitat type across the Pine Savanna landscape benefits numerous songbirds, 
rabbits, wild turkey, deer, and many other wildlife species, improves water quality, reduces soil erosion, and can 
enhance local economies by stimulating quail hunting and wildlife viewing. Practices will be directed at 
establishing and maintaining habitat for several at-risk species as well. In the Eastern United States these 
include pollinators, gopher tortoise, Henslowe’s sparrow, Bachmann’s sparrow, Prairie Warbler, Pine Snake, 
Speckled Kingsnake, Pocket Gopher, Indigo Snake, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Western Diamondback 
Rattlesnake, Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake, and Bog Turtle. Refer to the WLFW 2.0 Bobwhite Quail Map 
for the counties that are eligible for this initiative. 
 
FERAL SWINE 
 
Feral swine have been sighted in most of the 67 counties in Alabama and can reproduce at an alarming rate. 
Sows can begin breeding at six months of age and produce up to four litters per year with each litter consisting 
of four to 12 piglets. Wild pig rooting can damage native plant communities that provide habitat and food 
sources for native wildlife species and cropping systems and productivity. In addition, they degrade water 
quality and pose a serious disease threat to livestock and humans.  
 
Guidelines: 
Each trapping scenario (roughly 200 acres) will require a corral style trap in place on site that meets NRCS 
specifications. See Alabama NRCS guide sheet AL645G. NRCS will allow the use of remotely triggered trap 
doors that are moved to multiple trap locations. Landowners will not be required to have a remotely triggered 
door for each trap. One door may be rotated around multiple trap locations. In these cases, landowners will be 
required to have a corral trap meeting NRCS specification on multiple sites, but a door is not required at each 
location. The existence of the door must be verified at one trap location. This is also valid for multiple 
landowners.  If multiple landowners are sharing a remotely triggered door system, then the door does not need 
to be verified on each landowner’s property.  Door only needs to be verified on one property. This initiative is 
available in all of Alabama's 67 counties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GULF OF MEXICO INITIATIVE (GOMI) 
 
Taking a proactive approach after the 2010 oil spill, NRCS launched GOMI initially focusing on targeted 
watersheds. This initiative was part of a comprehensive effort to accelerate voluntary conservation in the region 
while collaborating with other federal and state government agencies and other groups to respond and aid 
restoration following the oil spill. With more than 400 service centers across the region, NRCS has on-the-
ground expertise to act quickly and address natural resource concerns of regional and national priority while 
also accounting for local needs. 
 
Through the GOMI, NRCS uses conservation practices to provide technical and financial support to help 
producers put conservation on the ground in the Gulf region. The goal of these conservation efforts is to help to 
clean and conserve water, enhance wildlife habitat and strengthen agricultural operations in the region. Through 
this initiative, producers have additional opportunities to receive financial and technical assistance for voluntary 
conservation that helps support Gulf of Mexico restoration goals. This assistance not only benefits the region’s 
natural resources but also helps private landowners improve their farms through voluntary conservation work. 
 
Four watersheds in Baldwin County are eligible (Magnolia River, Upper, Middle, and Lower Fish River) and all 
practices that improve water quality are eligible; however, conservation plans that address Classic Gully 
Erosion and prevent sediment loss will be prioritized. 
 
 
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED 
 
The Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (2018 Farm Bill) includes provisions that address the unique 
circumstances and concerns of socially disadvantaged, beginning, limited resource, and veteran farmers 
[historically underserved (HU) producers]. The 2018 Farm Bill provides for voluntary participation, offers 
incentives, and focuses on equity in accessing NRCS Programs. To accomplish these goals in Alabama, all HU 
participants receive a higher rate of financial assistance, and two fund pools have been established for 
individual competition: Socially Disadvantaged Farmer and New and Beginning Farmer. Definitions for 
qualifying individuals can be found in the previous ‘General Program Guidance’ section. All Resource Groups 
are eligible for assistance (although only one may be addressed per application) and Veterans of these 
qualifying individuals will receive priority in the ranking process.  
 
 
HIGH TUNNEL 
 
Definition: 
A High Tunnel is a polyethylene covered structure at least 6 feet in height, which modifies the climate to create 
more favorable growing conditions for vegetable and other specialty crops grown in the natural soil within the 
covered space. The purpose of the High Tunnel is to extend the crop growing season and improve plant quality. 
 
Eligibility: 

1) Applicant should have open land that is in crop production or can be cropped. 
a. Eligible crops: vegetables, fruits, flowers, bulbs. 

2) An adequate water source must be present at the time of application to be eligible. 
3) Irrigation history must be documented if associated irrigation practices are planned. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

STATEWIDE IRRIGATION INIATIVE 
 
Irrigation efficiency is improved via system conversions (traveling gun to center pivot) and retrofits (high 
pressure to low pressure or adding Variable Rate Technology). Irrigation history of two out of five years is 
mandatory for eligibility. Prime farmland that has no irrigation limitations with regards to the soil will be 
targeted. Additionally, retrofits will rank higher than conversions, and all conversions must be to low pressure 
systems. All of Alabama’s 67 counties are eligible for his initiative. Irrigation Water Management (449) is 
encouraged to be planned with all contracts. Eligible Practices: 441, 442, 443, 449, 533, 642. 
 
 
SHORTLEAF PINE INITITATIVE  
 
The Shortleaf Pine Initiative was created in 2013 to address multiple threats affecting the shortleaf pine 
ecosystem. Shortleaf pine forests and associated habitats once covered a vast area of North America stretching 
from eastern Texas and Oklahoma to the eastern seaboard from New Jersey down to Florida. Over the last 30 
years, this extensive shortleaf pine ecosystem has lost over 50% of its former acreage with most of the 
significant decline taking place east of the Mississippi River. All forestry practices are eligible; however, forest 
stand improvement practices of existing Shortleaf stands and the establishment of new stands will be prioritized. 
Eligible counties include Blount, Calhoun, Cherokee, Cleburne, Colbert, Cullman, DeKalb, Etowah, Fayette, 
Franklin, Jackson, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marshall, Morgan, Marion, St. Clair, Talladega, 
Walker and Winston. 
 
SOIL QUALITY INITIATIVE 
 
This initiative will focus on increasing soil heath through planting cover crops. Alabama has over 1 million 
acres of cropland with soil organic matter lower than 1.25% and more than 375,000 acres with soil organic 
matter less than 1%. The incorporation of cover crops in crop rotations as well as reduced tillage should reverse 
the trend of OM depletion over time. Cover Crop (340) is the only eligible practice. All of Alabama’s 67 
counties are eligible, and cover crop mixes will be prioritized. Do not implement the practice on acreage already 
planting cover crops unless planning a more intensive management (i.e., going from a single species to multiple 
species cover).  
 
 
STRIKEFORCE 
 
USDA’s StrikeForce aims to increase investment in rural communities through intensive outreach and stronger 
partnership. USDA partners with rural communities and regions on locally supported projects. Unfortunately, 
90 percent of America’s persistent poverty counties are in rural America – and we can’t allow these areas to be 
left behind. In 2010, USDA launched the StrikeForce for Rural Growth and Opportunity – an effort to leverage 
partnerships in poverty-stricken rural areas to ensure that every community has equal access to USDA 
programs. There are 24 counties in Alabama that meet the criteria to be included in the StrikeForce Initiative. 
Additionally, state leadership has partnered with entities to further target these funds to address certain resource 
concerns for eligible individuals. Refer to the StrikeForce eligibility map for the counties that are eligible for 
this initiative. 
 
GRAZING: 
 

Any producer located in a StrikeForce county (map located in Appendix A) is eligible to apply for the 
Grazing StrikeForce Fund Pool. All grazing related practices are eligible. Socially Disadvantaged 
participants will receive priority ranking points.  

 



 

POARCH: 
 

This Fund Pool was established for the long-time partner of NRCS, The Poarch Band of Creek Indians. 
This federally recognized Tribe and associated members may apply for assistance to address their 
resource concerns. All practices are eligible for this Fund Pool.  

 
TUCCA: 

  
The United Christian Community Association (TUCCA) has partnered with NRCS to assist both 
Livestock and Vegetable producers in the Blackbelt Region to address their resource concerns.  
 
Eligible Counties for both Grazing and Irrigation are Bibb, Choctaw, Dallas, Greene, Hale, Lowndes, 
Marengo, Perry, Pickens, Sumter, and Wilcox. All practices are eligible to address the associated 
resource concerns. Only applicants that worked with TUCCA and associated partners are eligible for 
applying in this fund pool.  

 
 
US FORESTRY ENDOWMENT: 
 

Alabama NRCS has initiated a collaborative effort to reach forestry landowners in West Alabama by 
partnering with the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities, the Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives, and the Limited Resource Landowners Educational and Assistance Network (LRLEAN). 
Eligible counties are Choctaw, Dallas, Greene, Hale, Marengo, Perry, Pickens, Sumter, and Wilcox. 
Small forestry landowners will be targeted to address their forest related resource concerns, and Socially 
Disadvantaged applicants will receive a higher ranking. All practices benefiting forest land are eligible, 
but practices facilitating forest stand improvement on existing stands will be prioritized.  

 
 
BIRMINGHAM/BESSEMER HIGH TUNNEL INITIATIVE 
 
The Urban High Tunnel Initiative is a collaborative effort between NRCS Alabama and the Federation of 
Southern Cooperatives. This initiative was modeled after a successful pilot project that the Federation of 
Southern Cooperatives coordinated in Cleveland, Ohio. NRCS Alabama will provide financial assistance to 
urban farmers to install High Tunnels and supporting practices. Only Jefferson county producers are eligible, 
and the focal area can be found on the Alabama Urban High Tunnel Initiative map. 
 
WHITE OAK INITIATIVE 
 
According to the US Forest Service’s Forest Inventory, white oak regeneration is not keeping up with harvest of 
white oak sawtimber.  The target landscape has mixed hardwood or mixed pine/hardwood uplands and mixed 
hardwood bottomlands with a significant component of white oak (Quercus alba). Ideally, this white oak 
component would not only include trees in a dominant/codominant position in the forest but also some trees in 
the intermediate canopy position and some regeneration in the sapling and seedling positions.  Two other 
species in the white oak family are also at risk due to high value (harvesting) and low recruitment of smaller 
size classes: chinquapin oak (Quercus muehlenbergii) and swamp chestnut oak (Quercus michauxii).  These two 
species are included in this initiative. Eligible counties are Blount, Calhoun, Cleburne, Cherokee, Clay, Colbert, 
Cullman, Dekalb, Etowah, Fayette, Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, 
Madison, Marion, Marshall, Morgan, Pickens, Randolph, St. Clair, Shelby, Talladega, Tuscaloosa, Walker, 
Winston.  
 
 
 



 

 

LONGLEAF PINE INITIATIVE 
 
Guidelines: 
 
Two fund pools will be available for the Longleaf Pine Initiative (LLPI) in Alabama: 

 
1) Coastal Plain Longleaf, and 
2) Montane Longleaf 

 
The focus of the LLPI in Alabama will be the management of existing Longleaf Pine stands. This priority will 
be captured through the ranking process and burning/thinning applications will rank higher than tree 
establishment applications.  
 
 
ON-FARM ENERGY INITIATIVE 
 
The On-farm Energy Initiative will assist agricultural producers in two ways: 

1) Identify measures to conserve energy on farm through the development of an Agricultural Energy 
Management Plan (AgEMP) (CPC 128), and  

2) Provide financial assistance to implement recommended measures of an approved Energy Audit.  
 
ORGANIC 
 
The goal of the Organic Initiative is to ensure that conservation technical and financial assistance are directed to 
applicants who grow or intend to grow USDA certified organic products. All conservation practices consistent 
with an Organic System Plan (OSP) are eligible for assistance. 
 
NATIONAL WATER QUALITY INIATIVE 
 
The National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) is a partnership among NRCS, state water quality agencies and 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to identify and address impaired water bodies through voluntary 
conservation. NRCS provides targeted funding for financial and technical assistance in small watersheds most 
in need and where farmers can use conservation practices to make a difference. Conservation systems include 
practices that promote soil health, reduce erosion, and decrease nutrient runoff, such as filter strips, cover crops, 
reduced tillage, and manure management systems. These practices not only benefit natural resources but 
enhance agricultural productivity and profitability by improving soil health and optimizing the use of 
agricultural inputs. 
 
Eligible watersheds: Guntersville Lake – Short Creek (0603000108 HUC) 
            Graves Creek (031601110202 HUC) 
 
NWQI Source Water Protection Area (SWPA): 
 
Eligibility: Pisgah Wellhead protection area  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
WORKING LANDS FOR WILDLIFE – GOPHER TORTOISE INITIATIVE 
 
Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW) will focus conservation dollars and wildlife expertise on the recovery of 
certain at-risk, threatened, or endangered wildlife species with Gopher Tortoise being one of seven species 
selected across the country. WLFW aims to keep at-risk species from needing to be listed as endangered 
wherever possible, and to hasten the recovery of those that are already endangered by using best available 
science and wildlife experts to jointly prioritize restoration actions on a regional scale. The Initiative 
demonstrates that conservation practices are fully compatible to support agriculture and productive wildlife 
habitat and economic viability. Refer to the Gopher Tortoise Initiative area eligibility map for counties that are  
eligible for this initiative.  
 
 
JOINT CHIEFS’ LANDSCAPE RESTORATION PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE  
 
This project seeks to complement existing investments in restoring fire regimes, rare species habitat, and 
watershed health by increasing capacity for cogongrass control, especially on private land. The project will 
support a landscape-focused, coordination-intensive partnership that ensures control treatments are prioritized 
and implemented across boundaries of public (Conecuh national Forest) and private land, rights-of-way, and 
State lines. 
 
Partners in this project include USDA Forest Service, Alabama Forestry Commission, Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources, Florida Forest Service, Covington County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Alabama Department of Transportation, Florida Department of Transportation, Alabama counties of 
Covington and Escambia, Florida counties of Okaloosa and Santa Rosa, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, US Navy, and Auburn University. Priority will be given to applicants within the designated area within 
red on the initiative area map. Eligible practices include Herbaceous Weed Treatment for Cogongrass 
eradication, and Conservation Cover, Critical Area Treatment, and Native Warm Season Grass planting to re-
establish adequate vegetation. The initiative is available in the selected areas of Geneva, Escambia, Covington,  
and Coffee county. 
 
URBAN AG INIATIVE  
 
Alabama is offering financial assistance to assist urban growers in areas such as: Soil Health, Erosion Control, 
Irrigation and Water Conservation, Weeds and Pests, Pollinator Habitat, and High Tunnels.  Five Urbanized 
Areas within the State are a part of the pilot initiative for Fiscal Year 2022, and include: Birmingham/Bessemer, 
Dothan, Huntsville, Mobile, and Montgomery. 
 
Conservation Incentive Contracts (CIC) 
 
Conservation Incentive Contracts offer producers annual incentive payments to implement management 
practices as well as conservation evaluation and monitoring activities to help manage, maintain, and improve 
priority natural resource concerns within state high-priority areas and build on existing conservation efforts. 
Conservation Incentive Contracts last five years. The focus within Alabama for CIC is to increase the adoption 
of Cover Crops, Native Warm Season Grasses, Prescribed Grazing, and Residue and Tillage Management on 
Cropland and Pasture. 
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