Name:

SOIL LAVER

— BEDROCK

A layer of dense rocks that no
plants or animals penetrate.

— SUBSOIL
Less humus but rich
In minerals.

— TOPSOIL
Rich In humusa and Ideal for
growing plants.
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— PARENT MATERIAL D

COrnposed of weathered
rocks with little plants or
animals on this level.
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Read each statement and determine If It Is Soll FACT or FICTION!

o Five to ten tons of animal life can be
found in an acre of soil.

Clay, silt and sand are three types of

minerals. Most solls have a blend of all

throo of these.

o It 1a Impossible to stop soll eroslon.
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It can take up to 1,000 years to form one

=" inch of soil.

One shovel full of soil has more living

9 organisms In It then there are people
~_ on the Earth.
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Source: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and artwork
adapted from the Eri Basin Resource Conservation and Development
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Name: Date:

On planet Earth, all living things depend on the soil.

How much soil is there for growing food?

Imagine the Earth as an apple.
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To show you how much soil is available Since 3/4 of the Earth is covered in
we wlili compare the Earth to an apple. water we nead to remove that portion.

1/2 arti [ 3/4 too )
swaamp:' L rocky or
or deserts too wet
not good

not good

o for growing for growing

1/2
! other | | other
1/2 of this Is artic, swamps and desert 3/4 of the remainder Is too rocky,
areas which are not ideal for growing. too wet, or too poor for arops.

[ TOP LAYER ONLY
good for growing plants
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I.OWER SOIL I.AYERS

neo plants grow h

And of what is left only the
outer most part Is soll.

When this apple section is peeled, the small slice \' represents the
topsoil on which the food is grown that must feed all the people on earth.

What fraction of the earth's surface is that?

Source: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and artwork
adapted from the Eri Basin Resource Conservation and Development



