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Financial Assistance for 
Implementating Vegetative 
Environmental Buffers

In addition to the technical assistance for planning 
and design, NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation 
Service) can provide financial assistance to help 
cover a portion of the installation cost for vegetative 
environmental buffers. Funds are provided through 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP). Contract your location NRCS Service Center 
on how to sign up and apply for this funding.  

NRCS funding does not cover the entire cost 
of the installation. Supplemental funding can 
be obtained through the PA State Conservation 
Commission Resource Enhancement and Protection 
(REAP) Program for tax credits or through the PA 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
Small Business Advantage Grant program.

Warm-season grasses can be planted near the 
ventilation fans, either alone or as an initial barrier in 
front of trees.



Vegetative Environmental 
Buffers for Poultry Houses

Why Do Poultry Houses Need 
Vegetative Environmental Buffers?  
Poultry houses generate particulates, ammonia, and other 
odors that are expelled from the houses by ventilation 
systems. Particulates (dust, bits of feathers, bedding, and 
manure) have been linked to respiratory effects in poultry 
workers and can be a source of complaints from neighbors 
who live near poultry farms.

Benefits of Vegetative Environmental 
Buffers
• Provide shelter from winter winds
• Increase shade to reduce summer energy cooling costs
• Filter and trap dust, odor, and viruses from exhaust
• Filter nutrients and sediments
• Create visual screens
• Produce renewable biomass for bedding

• Sequester carbon 

Planning, Design, and Implementation 
Every poultry operation will differ as to the location of 
ventilation fans, access roads, waste storage facilities, 
mortality buildings, and storm water collection systems.  
These will affect the layout and effectiveness of a vegetative 
buffer. To accommodate for variables, a detailed plan and 
planting design is necessary to ensure the success of the 
vegetative buffer. Soil type, USDA hardiness zone, and 
moisture conditions will also impact the plants selected. If 
you are planning a new operation, consider incorporating the 
vegetative buffer first to maximize its benefits.
 
Implementation of your plan will correspond with the 
appropriate time of year for planting trees, shrubs, and 
grasses. Irrigation is often needed to assure a successful 
establishment of plants.
 
Design and planning support can be obtained by contacting 
your local NRCS Service center. See the financial assistance 
panel for opportunities to assist you in covering your costs. 

 

Benefits of vegetative environmental buffers around poultry 
farms.
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Make buffers first priority before laying out other practices.

Recently planted warm-season grasses outside of 
poultry house exhaust fans trap dust.

Why Trees, Shrubs, and Grasses? 
Plants that have proven effectiveness in vegetative 
environmental buffers have high leaf surface roughness, 
complex leaf shapes, large leaf areas, and medium to 
rapid plant growth rates.  
 
Tall, stiff-stemmed, warm-season grasses planted near 
poultry house ventilation fans help to trap finer dust 
particles, reduce the dispersal of ammonia, odors, and 
even viruses, sequester additional carbon, and enhance 
the visual screen. 
 
Trees and shrubs that are tolerant of high ammonia and 
dust conditions can be planted in multiple rows behind 
warm-season grasses. 

Deciduous trees planted between poultry houses provide 
shade and capture air emissions.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.                            PA | September 2019




