


Hurricane Ida - September 1, 2022 

Village of Rye Brook

N e w  Y o r k



Opening Remarks

Blake Glover, 

State Conservationist, NRCS

Jason Klein 
Mayor, Village of Rye Brook

Steve Otis 
New York State Assemblyman

Shelley Mayer 
New York State Senator



Agenda

PowerPoint Presentation 40 minutes

i) EWPP-Floodplain Easement Program Background

ii) How to Apply to the Program

iii) How to Stay Connected for the Latest Information

iv) Review frequently asked questions and answers

Question and Answer Open Forum 30 minutes



EWPP- Floodplain 
Easement 
Program 
Information



EWP Program Information

• The Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) 

Program is a federal emergency recovery 

program which helps local communities 

recover after a natural disaster strikes

• The EWP program has two distinct options for 

assisting local communities and individual 

landowners

1. EWP Program- Recovery

2. EWP Program- Floodplain Easements (FPE)



Floodplain Easements

NRCS may provide assistance for the purchase of 

floodplain easements based upon the State 

Conservationist’s determination that the current 

condition of the land or watershed impairment poses a 

threat to health, life, or property,

FPE projects involving structures require a Sponsor

FPE is a voluntary program



Floodplain Easements

NRCS may determine land is eligible under this section if any of the 
following apply:

(1) The floodplain lands were damaged by flooding at least once 
within the previous calendar year or have been subject to flood 
damage at least twice within the previous 10 years.

(2) Other lands within the floodplain are eligible, provided the lands 
would contribute to the restoration of the flood storage and flow, 
provide for control of erosion, or that would improve the practical 
management of the floodplain easement.

(3) Lands would be inundated or adversely impacted as a result of 
a dam breach.



Floodplain Easements
• A major goal of FPE is to restore the land, to the 

maximum extent possible, to its natural 
conditions

• Structures, including buildings within the 

floodplain easement, must be removed

• Floodplain easements restore, protect, maintain 
and enhance the functions of floodplains while 
conserving their natural values such as serving 
as fish and wildlife habitat, improving water 
quality, retaining flood water, and recharging 
groundwater



Floodplain Easements

• On lands primarily used for residential housing:

1) NRCS purchases the easement and 

structures (house) within the easement area. 

The easement area = your entire tax parcel.

2) The Project Sponsor (Village of Rye Brook) 

pays the residual value of the parcel, 

becoming the fee title holder of the property.



Floodplain Easements

• At the end of the acquisition process: 

1) The Village of Rye Brook will own the 

property, subject to a floodplain easement 

held by the United States

2) As a result, the landowner no longer owns 

the property



How to Apply to 
EWPP-Floodplain 
Easement Program



How to Apply

Complete the forms provided this evening as well as 

the documentation listed on the application checklist.

October 31, 2022  - Deadline for landowners to 

submit their application packet

• Three ways to submit your application package:

1) Mail – to NRCS

2) Email – to Village of Rye Brook

3) Hand Deliver - to Village of Rye Brook



How to Apply

Mail

• USPS/FedEx/UPS

• Must be postmarked by October 31, 2022 

• Mailing Address:

USDA-NRCS

ATTN: Erica Stach

441 South Salina Street, Suite 354

Syracuse, NY 13202



How to Apply

Email

• Chris Bradbury at cbradbury@ryebrook.org

• Must be emailed by October 31, 2022 

• Subject Line should read 

“NRCS FPE Application Submission”

mailto:cbradbury@ryebrook.org


How to Apply

Hand Deliver

• You may deliver your application packet to the 
Village of Rye Brook, 

During regular business hours, 

8:30am to 4:30pm, Mon-Fri. 

• Administration Office, 

938 King Street, Rye Brook NY

• Must be dropped off by close of business October 
31, 2022



Application Checklist



Application Form: AD-1153



Ownership Share Form



Property Deed

Copy of recorded property deed, 

including recording page

Original not required, a copy is sufficient. 



Landowner 

Permission 

for 

Appraiser 

to 

Enter 

Property



Documenting 

Other 

Recovery 

Assistance



Documenting 

Other 

Recovery 

Assistance 

(cont…)



Site-Specific Eligibility Evidence 

1.Photos of home/property, documenting 
storm/flood damage from 2021 Hurricane Ida

2.Engineering Report if homeowner had 
condemnation report prepared by engineer

3.Loss of income on property (ie: rental 
property). 
Documentation includes copies of lease showing monthly 
rent and dates renters were vacated from property



Stay Connected 
for the Latest 
Information



How to Stay Connected

Email Village

• Chris Bradbury at 

cbradbury@ryebrook.org

• Submit questions to The Village of Rye 

Brook/NRCS

mailto:cbradbury@ryebrook.org


How to Stay Connected
FAQ on NRCS Website



How to Stay Connected - NRCS Website 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/new-
york/rye-brook-emergency-watershed-protection-program

Documents, click to 

download

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/new-york/rye-brook-emergency-watershed-protection-program


How to Stay Connected



FAQ
Question 1: 

How will I be paid for my home/how will my home be valued?

Answer 1: 

The way in which the landowner will receive compensation through the 
EWPP-Floodplain Easement Program (EWPP-FPE) will be via two 
purchase agreements. An “Agreement for the Purchase of Conservation 
Easement” from NRCS which will compensate you for the easement and 
structure, and a purchase agreement from the Village of Rye Brook 
which will compensate you for the remaining fee title. 

The compensation values for the easement, structure, and remaining fee 
title will be determined by an appraisal completed by a licensed 
appraiser. 

The date of value is the day before Hurricane Ida.



FAQ

Question 2: 

Does my foundation (or any other part of my home) 

need to be repaired in order to be eligible for a 

buyout?

Answer 2: 

Your foundation (or any other part of the home) 

damaged by Hurricane Ida, does not need to be 

repaired in order to apply/participate in the NRCS 

EWPP-FPE Program. However, repairs may be 

necessary per local laws and code ordinances.



FAQ

Question 3: 

Will I be compensated for the work I have done on 

my home since Hurricane Ida?

Answer 3: 

Directly compensated? No. Compensation will be 

based on the value of your home, per the appraisal, 

as of the day before the occurrence of the natural 

disaster. 

Refer to Question 1.



FAQ
Question 4: 

What if I received insurance money, loans, or other recovery 
assistance?

Answer 4: 

Any compensation received as “recovery assistance” was intended for 
use to repair your home. If you followed through with repairs, the offer 
NRCS would extend as a result of the appraisal would not be impacted.

A copy of the insurance check or other documentation pertaining to 
the recovery assistance must be provided, along with copies of 
documentation showing the money was spent for its intended 
purpose. Examples of documentation might be paid contractor 
invoices, receipts for building supplies delivered to the property 
address, or other documentation confirming how the funds were 
spent. If invoices or receipts are not available, the landowner has the 
optional affidavit form available for use. 



FAQ

Question 5: 

What if I do not have receipts and opt to not use the affidavit 

that is available?

Answer 5: 

NRCS must reduce the Easement offer to the landowner by 

the amount of recovery assistance the landowner has 

received for the purpose of repairing your home. 



FAQ

Question 6: 

What if I received insurance money, loans, or other 

recovery assistance but did not make repairs to 

the home?

Answer 6: 

NRCS must reduce the Easement offer to the 

landowner by the amount of recovery assistance 

the landowner has received but did not use for 

making repairs to the home. 



FAQ
Question 7: 

How long will this process take?

Answer 7: 

The process as a whole (from application sign-up to closing 
(the buy-out) will be a multi-year process. 

NRCS estimates our review of determining the project’s viability 
will be completed by Spring 2023. This will include identifying 
which residents will be tentatively approved for funding. 

As previously discussed, appraisals will determine the 
compensation/offer amount which will be extended to the 
residents. Appraisals completed by a licensed appraiser are 
estimated to be completed by Fall/Winter 2023. 



FAQ
Question 8: 

What should residents expect from the buyout program?

Answer 8: 

Through NRCS’ EWPP-FPE Program, at the closings, an approved 

applicant will sell/convey a Floodplain Easement (rights to their 

property) to NRCS. The resident will then sell the fee title (remaining 

interest in the property) to the Village of Rye Brook. At the end of the 

transaction (the two simultaneous closings), the resident no longer 

retains ownership of the property. The property is now owned by the 

Village of Rye Brook subject to a Floodplain Easement held by the 

United States Government. The easement ensures the property does 

not allow redevelopment. Ultimately NRCS and the Village of Rye 

Brook will partner to restore the parcel (and surrounding parcels) to a 

functioning floodplain.



FAQ

Question 9: 

What if my neighbor does not apply to the program?

Answer 9: 

There is no simple answer at this point in time. NRCS and 

the Village of Rye Brook will assess how the applications 

received relates to the EWPP-FPE Program’s goal of 

restoring the entire reach of the floodplain. 



FAQ

Question 10: 

What if I own multiple properties?

Answer 10: 

You may submit a full application package for each 

individual property, provided they fall within the 

designated project area. 



FAQ

Question 11: 

What if I purchased a property within the project 

area after September 1, 2021? Am I eligible to 

submit an application?

Answer 11: 

Yes, the current landowner/homeowner may 

submit an application.



FAQ

Question 12: 

What if I sold my home? Would the buy-out be 

offered to the new homeowner?

Answer 12: 

The program is available to the current 

landowner/homeowner if they are interested in 

submitting an application package by the 

October 31, 2022,  application deadline. 



FAQ

Question 13: 

Will a property owner be required to sell their 

property to NRCS?

Answer 13:  

No. This is a voluntary program.  



FAQ

Question 14: 

When will the amount I am being offered be provided?

Answer 14: 

The compensation amounts for both the easement 

(which includes the structure) and the residual fee-

title, will be known after appraisal has been 

completed and technically reviewed and approved. 

Appraisals completed by a licensed appraiser are 

estimated to be completed by Fall/Winter 2023.



FAQ

Question 15: 

What if I owe the bank more than the amount being offered?

Answer 15: 

Landowners are required to provide clear title to be eligible for 

the NRCS program. 

If the amount owed on their mortgage exceeds the amount 

being offered as a result of the appraisal, the landowner will be 

required to pay-off the difference of 

the mortgage at or before closing. 



FAQ

Question 16:

Is there a certain number of homes in a row that must agree 

to the buy-out? 

Answer 16: 

There is no simple answer at this point in time. NRCS and 

the Village of Rye Brook will assess how the applications 

received relates to the EWPP-FPE Program’s goal of 

restoring the entire reach of the floodplain. 



FAQ
Question 17: 

What if I am not up to date with my taxes? 

Answer 17: 

You are the current property owner and will remain so 
until the closing / buy-out is completed. 

Therefore, you are responsible for all taxes owed on your 
property. 

As previously stated, all landowners are required to 
provide clear title to be eligible for NRCS’ program. 
Therefore, as unpaid taxes are a lien against your 
property, all outstanding taxes will need to be paid before 
or at the closing. 



FAQ
Question 18: 

How long from the time an agreement is made to 
the buy-out before I need to be out of my home? 

Answer 18: 

From the time of the agreement (offer) to the buy-
out (closing), it will take several years to get 
through the required steps of the program. You will 
be updated throughout the process with a more 
refined timeframe as to when you will need to be 
out of your home.



FAQ

Question 19: 

Does the home have to be my primary residence? 

Answer 19: 

No. 



FAQ

Question 20: 

Do I have to be living in the home at the time that 

the buy-out is offered?  

Answer 20: 

No. 



FAQ

Question 21: 

What if I did not get a letter?  Does that mean I am not 

included in the buy-out? 

Answer 21: 

If your property is within the program’s designated project 

area and you did not receive a letter, you may still apply to 

the program. If you are outside the designated area, you 

do not qualify for the program. 



Questions?

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.



Appraisal vs Assessment 
This is how the value of your property/home will be determined in our 
program:

An Appraiser is a person who is specifically trained to offer an unbiased 
value of real property. 

An Appraisal is an opinion of the value of property, as of a specific date, 
supported by objective data. 

An Assessor is an elected or appointed local official who independently 
estimates the value of real property. 

The Assessed Value is the value placed on property to which a local tax 
rate is applied to calculate the amount of real property tax. 

Your Assessment is a percentage of a property’s market value. 

Please don’t confuse these two. They are two very separate values!


