EQIP Proposed Ranking Questions

Team 1
FY – 2023
Grazing Lands (Rangeland)  (200 points)  (Priority Resource Concerns include: Soil Erosion, Degraded Plant Condition, Soil Quality Degradation, Inadequate Water, and Livestock Production Limitation)
1. (Select either question 1, 2, or 3, to be answered)  Will the proposed contract address 1 or 2 of these priority resource concerns identified during the planning process?  35 points

2. Will the proposed contract address 3 or 4 priority of these resource concerns identified during the planning process?  50 points

3. Will the proposed contract address all 5 of these priority resource concerns identified during the planning process?  60 points
4. Will the proposed contract address Degraded Plant Condition with practices such as Brush Management (314), on 50% or more of the area needing treatment? 40 points
5.  Will the proposed contract address Degraded Plant Condition with practices such as Brush Management (314) on less than 50% of the area needing treatment?  25 points
6. Will the Resource Concern of Undesirable Plant Productivity and Health be addressed with infrastructure that will facilitate grazing?  25 points

7. Will the Resource Concern, Inadequate Water be addressed? 25 points

8. Will new infrastructure be installed to replace infrastructure that has exceeded its lifespan, according to NRCS Guidelines?  25 points

Irrigated Cropland/Pastureland (200 points) (Priority Resource Concerns include: Soil Quality Degradation, Water Quality Degradation, Soil Erosion, Degraded Plant Community, and Insufficient Use of Irrigation Water)
1. (Select either question 1, 2, or 3, to be answered)  Will the proposed contract address 1 or 2 of these priority resource concerns identified during the planning process?  35 points

2. Will the proposed contract address 3 or 4 priority of these resource concerns identified during the planning process?  60 points

3. Will the proposed contract address all 5 of these priority resource concerns identified during the planning process?  60 points
4. Does the proposed contract address Soil Quality Degradation, Water Quality Degradation, or Insufficient Water, with management practices such as Nutrient Management (590), Pest Management (595), Irrigation Water Management (449), etc., on the contracted acres?  40 points
5. Will this application address the Resource Concern Insufficient Water by converting the current irrigation system to a more water efficient irrigation system as evaluated utilizing FIRI?  25 points
6. Does the proposed project include practices that will implement conservation tillage, cover cropping, or will plant the land to permanent native vegetation? Resource Concerns include Soil Quality Degradation, Soil Erosion, with practices such as Conservation Tillage (345, 329), Forage and Biomass Planting (512), etc., on the contracted acres.  25 points
7. Will the Resource Concern of Organic Matter Depletion be addressed?  25 points
8. Will new infrastructure be installed to replace infrastructure that has exceeded its lifespan, according to NRCS Guidelines?  20 points
9. Will the Resource Concern of Inefficient Use of Irrigation Water and Undesirable Plant Productivity and Health be addressed by controlling irrigation water needed utilizing land leveling (464).   5 points
Forest/Woodland  (200 Points)  (Priority Resource Concerns include:  Degraded Plant Condition, Soil Erosion, Water Quality Degradation, Fish and Wildlife Inadequate Habitat, and Livestock Production Limitation)

1. (Select either question 1, 2, or 3, to be answered)  Will the proposed contract address 1 or 2 priority resource concerns identified during the planning process?  35 points 
2. Will the proposed contract address 3 or 4 priority resource concerns identified during the planning process?  50 points

3. Will the proposed contract address all 5 priority resource concerns identified during the planning process?  65 points
4. Does the proposed contract address Soil Erosion or Water Quality Degradation with practices such as, Diversions (362), Grade Stabilization Structures (410), etc., on the contracted acres?  25 points
5. Will the proposed treatment retain copses and clumps of trees to provide thermal and hiding cover for wildlife on the contracted acres? 35 points 
6. Does the proposed contract address Degraded Plant Condition or Livestock Production Limitation with practices such as Forest Stand Improvement (666), Woody Residue Treatment (384) Range Seeding (550), etc., on the contracted acres?    25 points 
7. Will the proposed contract improve understory vegetation diversity and production through forestry conservation treatment measures on the contracted acres?  25 points

8. Is the majority (>50%) of the forest area being proposed for treatment within a State Forestry 4 or 5 class priority watershed in the New Mexico Natural Resource Assessment?  25 points

