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The Food Security Act 
The Food Security Act was enacted on December 23, 1985

• Title XII of this Act introduced 3 provisions to address environmental concerns 
associated with soil erosion and wetland conversion.
• Conservation Reserve Program - authorizes the Federal government to enter into 

contracts with agricultural producers to remove highly erodible cropland from 
production in return for annual rental payments.

• “Sodbuster” provision - Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Conservation

• “Swampbuster” - Wetland Conservation

• Has a predominance of hydric soils;

• Is inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to 

support a prevalence of hydrophytic vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 

conditions; and

• Under normal circumstances does support a prevalence of such vegetation.



Alaska Exempt Wetlands

Urgent Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1986, Congress added the 
following to the wetland definition:

“except that this term does not include lands in Alaska identified 
as having a high potential for agricultural development and 
predominance of permafrost soils.”



Alaska Compliance Process in a Nutshell

• A client completes form AD-1026, NRCS-CPA-038 or FSA-569

• AD-1026 is a self certification of HEL/WC compliance

• NRCS-CPA-038 is a request for a wetland determination

• FSA-569 is a notification of a potential compliance violation 

These are the only forms that trigger a determination



Compliance Tracker
• The request to complete either and HEL determination, wetland 

determination, or both is placed on the “Compliance Tracker”

• The Compliance Tracker con be found on the Alaska SharePoint site at

https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/nrcs_alaska/ecological_sciences/SitePages/Home.aspx

• The requests are assigned to a compliance team member for action

https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/nrcs_alaska/ecological_sciences/SitePages/Home.aspx


Compliance Tracker



Compliance Team

• Dennis Mulligan (Resource Soil Scientist, Palmer SO) 
• Compliance lead and Determiner

• Scott Crockett (State Resource Conservationist, Palmer SO) 
• Policy Guru

• Cory Cole (State Soil Scientist, Palmer SO)

• Karin Sonnen (Rangeland Management Specialist, Homer FO)
• Determiner

• Dean Houchen (Acting State Biologist, Delta FO)
• Determiner



Completed Determinations

• Placed on the Palmer Shared Drive at:

S:\NRCS\AK_NRCS\Compliance 



Other Folders



eFOTG

• https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/

• Frozen soil legends K, T, C, and R factors for HEL

• Wetland policy and procedures

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/

