
Conservation Practice 
Implementation Requirements 

for Alaska
Understanding what Implementation Requirements are, where to find 

them, how to read them, and how to apply them in conservation 
planning in Alaska



Introduction
NRCS conservation practices 
are used to improve natural 
resources with respect to 
soil, water, air, plants, 
animals, and energy, with 
human considerations as a 
factor in every decision. 

(SWAPAE+H)



Introduction
Conservation practice 
implementation includes the 
design, layout, construction, 
inspection and certification, 
operation and maintenance 
of planned conservation 
systems and practices.



Purpose and Use

Implementation Requirements (IR) are site-
specific information and instructions 
necessary to install or implement a 
conservation practice according to the 
conservation practice standard (CPS).



Purpose and Use

Implementation Requirements 
may include engineering 
designs, drawings, 
spreadsheets, photos, narrative 
instructions, installation 
criteria, operation and 
maintenance requirements, or 
a combination of these 
documents.



Effective IRs 
give a customer 
or contractor all 
the information 
they need to 
apply a 
conservation 
practice to 
NRCS standards 
in the correct 
amount on the 
targeted 
treatment area.



Some practices have IR 
templates. Others require the 
Conservation Planner to draft 
appropriate IR specific to the 
site and situation. 

Conservation Planners have 
flexibility to determine what 
specifications must be met to 
address the resource 
concern(s) in a particular 
instance at a particular location 
on a particular operation.



IR Preparation Guidance

To successfully write clear and effective IR to 
correctly apply a practice, a Conservation Planner 
must first answer several questions. The type and 
number of questions may vary depending on the 
location, situation and particular practice, but 
some typical example questions include… 
(following slides)



IR Preparation Guidance

What purpose, criteria, conditions, and considerations 
are described in the Conservation Practice Standard?

What resource concern(s) need(s) to be addressed, and 
to what level of quality criteria?

What site-specific environmental conditions exist that 
may make practice implementation challenging?



IR Preparation Guidance

What site-specific environmental conditions exist that 
may hinder long-term success of the practice?

What human considerations may help or hinder the 
practice’s success (available workforce, available 
equipment, available time, knowledge, skill, etc.)

What training is required, if any?



IR Preparation Guidance
What operation and maintenance requirements are 
needed to ensure the practice functions for its entire 
lifespan? 

During what time of year should the practice be 
implemented?

What supporting practices should be considered, if any?



IR Preparation Guidance

What information, and to what level of detail, must a 
customer or contractor have to implement the practice 
successfully, on time, and to the standard required?

Should a Technical Specialist be consulted for expert analysis 
and guidance?

Will skilled labor be required to perform the work of 
implementation?



Alaska-Specific IR Guidance

A Conservation Planner working in Alaska 
must specifically consider conditions and 
circumstances that are unique to 
implementation of conservation practices 
in the state, such as: (following slides)



Alaska-Specific IR Guidance

What permits may be required in the treatment 
area? 

The state, borough or municipality may have 
permit requirements before practice 
implementation can begin. This is especially true 
for projects that occur within a river or stream.



Alaska-Specific IR Guidance

What materials are readily available in Alaska? 

The Planner should avoid including seed, 
chemicals, plant materials, or construction 
components that are either not available in the 
state or will require an undo financial burden 
upon the customer to obtain.



Alaska-Specific IR Guidance

What type of equipment is readily available to the 
customer or contractor? 

Planners should attempt to adjust 
implementation requirements according to 
equipment that can be easily obtained and/or 
reasonably transported to the treatment site.



Alaska-Specific IR Guidance

How is the treatment area accessed? 

The location of the treatment area, and the types 
of transportation access available, may also 
determine the type of materials, equipment and 
labor force that can effectively and efficiently be 
deployed to implement the practice.



Alaska-Specific IR Guidance

If the practice cannot be successfully 
implemented using the resources, labor, 
materials and equipment that are readily 
available to the customer, then another 
conservation practice should be selected, or 
other alternatives considered.



Summary

Clear, detailed, and carefully-considered 
Implementation Requirements will help 
ensure that appropriate, effective 
conservation will be applied and 
successfully treat the targeted resource 
concern.



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 
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