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Agriculture in Alaska

e Agricultural operations in Alaska range from
small “backyard farms” to millions of acres of
forest land.

 The 2019 National Agricultural Statistics
states there are 810 farms in the state
averaging 1,050 acres.

* Top crops based on acreage:
1. Forage-hay 4. Oats for Grain
2. Barley for grain 5. Potatoes
3. Mixed Vegetables
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Agriculture in Alaska

* Traditional livestock grown in Alaska includes
cattle, poultry, horses, and pigs. Non-
traditional livestock include elk, bison, yak,
musk ox, and reindeer.

* Aquaculture products are also grown in
Alaska including over a hundred fish and
mollusk operations.

* A detailed list of Alaska’s agricultural
statistics can be found at: USDA National Ag
Statistics Service-Alaska
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https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Alaska/index.php
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Alaska Forestry

e Alaska has 129 million acres of forested land
* 51% is managed by Federal agencies

* 25% is managed by state and local
government, trust lands supporting
mental health programs, and the
University of Alaska

* Native corporations manage 24% of
Alaska’s forests

* 0.4% of the forested land is privately
owned
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Alaska Forestry

* Most commercial timber harvest occurs in the
coastal rain forest of Southeast and Southcentral
Alaska on Federal and Native corporation lands.

* The Tongass National Forest in Southeast Alaska is
16.8 million acres, the largest national forest in the
nation. The Chugach National Forest in Southcentral
Alaska is the second largest national forest at 5.9
million acres. (U.S. Forest Service)

* NRCS assists private landowners and native
corporations with their forestry management goals
through a variety of technical and financial
assistance programs on non-industrial forest lands.
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Financial Assistance Programs iIn
Alaska

Commonly utilized NRCS farm bill programs in
Alaska:

* Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP)
e Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

* Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP)

e Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
(ACEP)
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Financial Assistance Programs iIn
Alaska

NRCS provides technical assistance to Farm
Service Agency’s (FSA) conservation programs

e Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
 Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)

For a full list of FSA programs: FSA Programs
and Services
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/index
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EQIP is the most commonly-
utilized program in Alaska.

Applicants must meet minimum
eligibility requirements.

Applications are “batched” and
ranked based on environmental
benefits. The highest ranked
applications are funded. How
EQIP works in Alaska

Contracts are a maximum of 10
years.

Payments are made upon
satisfactory completion of
planned conservation practices.
Practices may not be started
until contract is funded
(obligated).

Environmental Quality

Incentives Program
Matural Resources Conservation Service

LI5S0 e Natural Rezourpes Consenation
Sendce offers volunizny: Famm Bl
programs fhat benefit both agricufiua!
producers and the emaromment.

Overview

The Enviranmental Gualty Incaniives Program
[EQIP) proviges technical and inancial
assistance to producers to address natural
resource concams and dellver emviranmental
benefits such a5 Improved water and ar
quallty, consened ground and surace waber,
reduced soll eraslon, and Improved or creabed
wildifia habiEat.

Benefits

Through EQIP, KACS provides agricultural
producars wih ane-an-one help and
financial asslstance fo plan and Implemeant
impravements, o what NRCS cals
conservation practices. Together, MRCS and
producers invest In solufions that consense
natural resouncas fior the future while
impraving agricultural aperations.

Program at a Glance

MRCS wil help you gevelop 3 consenation
plan that meets your gaals and vision. This
plan becomas. your readmap for seleciing
the right consenation practices for your land.
NRCS offers about 200 unique pracices
designed for worklng farms, ranches,

and forests.

NRGCE financlal aEsIsiance oan cower pan

of the cosis of Implementing conservation
praciicas.

O

UISD Is an equal oppartunity provider, emplayer, and lender. July 2018
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Who is Eligible?
Farmers, ranchers, and forest landoaners
who own o rent agricultural land are eighle.

EQIP assisiance can be usad on all types of
agriculivral operations, Includng:

= Conventional and organic

= Specialty crops and commaodRy Crops

- Forestny and widine

- Hishorically undersenved tanmers”

- Livestock operations

“Increased and advance payments avallabie
for istorically undersesnved producers

{beginning, Imited resounce, soclally
msadvantaged, and miltary velerans.)

How to Apply

Apply at your local LUSDA Service Center,
which you can find at farmers_ gowservice-
locator.

Applications for EQIP Snanclal assistance are
accapied throughout the year. Spechic state
geadines are set for ranking and funding.

I your apphication Is ranked and selecied,

you will enfer Indo @ contract wih NRCS fo
recelve financial assistance for the cost of
Implementing consenvation praciices. Payment
rates faor conservation FIEJ'.',UE-EFE are raviewed
ant set each fiscal year,

More Information

For more imformation, vist nrca usda gows
Tarmibill or farmers. oy,

Find your kcal USDA Senice Canter al
Tarmare.govisendlca-locabor.

What's New in the
2018 Farm Bill

Ands potential resource
CONCEMS related o

purposas of Improving
water use efMclendes.



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/cmis_proxy/https/ecm.nrcs.usda.gov%3a443/fncmis/resources/WEBP/ContentStream/idd_C0256577-0000-C814-ADBF-EE8EA00474F3/0/How+EQIP+Works+25Jan2021+-+pages+-+reducedsize.pdf
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EQIP Eligibility Requirements
Eligible Land

e Agriculture lands

* Environmentally sensitive areas
* Eligible Person(s)
e Agricultural producers
* Owners of non-industrial private forestland
* Indian Tribes
* Those with an interest in the agricultural or forestry operation

* Farm records must be established or updated with the Farm Service
Agency Must meet adjusted gross income and payment limitation
provisions

* Must be incompliance with highly erodible land (HEL) and wetland
conservation (WC) requirements

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center




USDA

— United States Department of Agriculture

Commonly Applied EQIP Practices

* Cropland and Hayland
* High Tunnel System
* Nutrient Management
* Cover Crop
e Pasture and Hay Planting
* Forage Harvest Management
* Irrigation System, Microirrigation and Irrigation Water
Management
e Pastureland and Rangeland
* Prescribed Grazing
* Water Facility and Livestock Pipeline
* Fence
* Forestland
* Forest Stand Improvement
* Woody Residue Treatment
* Tree and Shrub Establishment
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* The Conservation Stewardship
Programs helps producers maintain
and improve their existing
conservation systems.

* CSP builds on existing conservation
by offering enhancements, bundles,
and activities that are not available
through EQIP. CSP Enhancements
and Bundles

* The contracts are 5 years in length.

 The program provides 2 types of
payments:

* Annual payment for
maintaining existing systems
and adopting new activities

* Supplemental payment for
adopting a resource conserving
crop rotation or advanced
grazing management

Conservation

Stewardship Program

Natural Resources Conservation Service

USDA's Natural Resources Conservation
Service offers voluntary Farm Bill
programs that benefit both agricultural
producers and the environment.

Overview

The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSF)
helps agricultural producers maintain and
improve their existing conservation systems
and adopt additional conservation activities to
address prionity resource concems. CSP pays
participants for conservation perfformance—
the higher the performance, the higher the
payment.

Benefits

CSP addresses various resource concems
including soil quality, soil erosion, water quality,
water quantity, air quality, plant resources, and
animal resources as well as energy.

How It Works

CSP provides two possible types of payments
through five-year confracts: annual payments
for installing new conservation aclivities

and maintaining existing practices; and
supplemental payments for adopting a
resource-conserving crop rotation.

Who is Eligible?

Applicants may include individuals, legal
entities, joint operations, or Indian tribes that
meet the stewardship threshold for at least
two priority resource concerns when they
apply. They must also agree to meet or exceed
the stewardship threshold for at least one
additional priority resource concem by the
end of the coniract. Producers must have
effective control of the land for the term of the
proposed confract.

O

USDA iz an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Eligible lands include private and tribal
agrcultural lands, cropland, grassland,
pastureland, rangeland, and nonindustrial
private forest land. CSP is available to all
producers, regardless of operation size or type
of crops produced, in all 50 states, the District
of Columbia, and the Caribbean and Pacific
Island areas.

New CSP Grasslands
Conservation Initiative

Provides financial assistance to conserve
grasslands through a single opporiunity to
enroll in a 5-year contract. Eligible lands are
limited to cropland for which base acres have
heen maintained under FSA's ARC/PLC and
were planted o grass or pasture, including
idle or fallow, during a specific period. Enrolled
acreage must be managed consistently with a
grassland conservation plan.

How to Apply

Apply at your local USDA Service Center,
which you can find at farmers goviservice-
locator. Applications are accepted at any fime.

Payments are made soon as practical after
October 1 of each fiscal year for contract
activiies installed and maintained in the
previous year.

September 2019

What's New in the
2018 Farm Bill

Increases payment
rates for adoption of
cover crop rotations.
and advanced grazing
management activities.

Extends contracts to
facilitate renewal under
new program authority.

Authorizes specified
annual funding levels.

Provides specific
support for organic and
transitioning to organic
production activities.

Adds new CSP
Grasslands
Conservation Iniiative.

More Information

For more information,
visit nrcs.usda.gov/
farmbill or farmers.
gov.

Find your local USDA
Service Center at
farmers.gov/service-
locator.
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/financial/csp/?cid=nrcseprd1288624

CSP Eligibility Requirements

* CSP has the basic applicant eligibility
requirements as EQIP

e CSP Land Eligibility

* All eligible land in the applicant’s operation
must be part of the application.

* If nonindustrial private forestland is part of the
operation, it requires a separate application

* Public land is eligible when it is a working part
of the applicant’s operation.

e Land in CRP and easements are ineligible for CSP.
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CSP Eligibility Requirements

* Applications must meet Stewardship Threshold Requirements
for National and State priority resource concerns

* Applications are assessed using the Conservation
Assessment Ranking Tool (CART).

e Stewardship threshold must be met for at least two
resource concerns at the time of application and must
meet or exceed one additional resource concern for each
land use by the end of the contract.

* Renewal applications-must meet or exceed two additional
priority resource concerns or agree to adopt or improve
conservation activities to achieve higher levels of
conservation on two existing priority resource concerns.
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* The Regional Conservation
Partnership Program promotes the
coordination of NRCS conservation
activities with partner(s) that offer
unique opportunities to provide
conservation benefits within a
regional natural resource concern.

* The partner(s) define project
objectives, area of eligibility,
determine list of
activities/practices/enhancements
that will be utilized to obtain project
goals, and set project timeline lines
for participation.

* RCPP agreements may be up to 5
years.

* RCPP may utilize EQIP, CSP or ACEP
to address natural resource concerns
on the ground.

Regional Conservation

Partnership Program
Natural Resources Conservation Service

LSDA's Natural Resources Consenvation
Senice offers voluntary Fam Bl
programa fhat benefit both agricuitusl
producers and the emdromment.

Overview

The Reglanal Conservation Partnership
Program [RCPP) promotes coordinafian of
NRCE conservation aciivities with pariners
that affer valuwe-added contributions to expand
our collective ablity 1o address an-fanm,
watersned, and reglonal natural regourcs
concems. Through RCPR, WRCS seeks o
co-inyest with pariners o iImplement projects
ihat demonsirate Innovative solutions

1o conservation challenges and provide
measurable Improvements and ouicomes fled
1o the resource concems they seek ba address.

Benefits

RCPP makes avallable a variety of NRCS
consenation activities fo help pariners, ag
producars, and private [andowners 3odreEs
jocal and regional natural resource challenges.

How It Works

Pariners apply to NRCS for RCPP project
awands. Once projects are selected, NRCS
works with pariness io set askde a certaln poal
of unding for an awarded praject. Producers,
landowners, and pariners then enter Ints
producer confracts and supplemental
agreements with NRCS to carmy out agreed-to
CONSenvation activities.

Who is Eligible?

Only eligible crganizations Intzrested In
parinening with NRCS on consenvation projects
can develop applications for the RCPP
competition. The: lead pariner for an RCPP

O

USD |5 an equal appartunity provider, employer, and lender. Juby 2018

peojact Is he entity that submits an appiication,
ant I sesecled for an awand |s wimately
respansibie far collaborafing wil NRCS ta
succeEsuly compieie an RCPP project

See the RCPP funding announcement for
tatalls about what types of organlzations are
eligibie to appiy.

RCOP projects must be camied oud on
agiculiural ar nonindusital private forest land
of associaied land on which NRCS determines
an edghie aciivity would help achleve
consenvaiion benefs,

Conservation Activities

RCPP projects may Incude any combinaiion
of autharzen, on-Ne-grouna censervaion
acivibies Implemented by TaMMens, Tanchers,
ana forest [andowners. These aciibies
Incide:

+  Land managementiand Improvemsand’
resioration pracices

. Land rentals
+  Enlity-held easements

+  Unified States-neld easements
+  Publlc warkswatersheds,

How to Apply

Interested pariners must appily through the
RCEP pertal (nreg.my.salesfores. com).

Applications are belng accepled Mrough
December 3, 2019,

Once RCPP projects ans seiected, producers
and landownars can apply to participate In
projecis that cover thelr geographic area.
Inferested producers shauld visk their local
LISDA Service Center o sae I helr tand

I Included In the Seope of any existing

RCPP projects.

What's New in the
2018 Farm Bill
RCPP s now a
standalone program
WEN Its own funding—

F300 milllon annually.

MRCS may award up
o 15 Alemative

RCPP now has
two funding pocks—
Critical Conservation
Areas and a Stated
Multstate poal.

RCPP pariners must
tevelop and report
on envinanmental
patcomes.

More Information

For more information,
visk nres.usda.go
Tarmibill or farmers.
gov.

Find your local USDA
Sendce Cemter at

Tarmars govisendca-
locator.
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RCPP Eligibility Requirements

e Partner Eligibility-partners must have the experience, expertise, and
capacity to manage the partnership and project, provide outreach to
producers, and quantify the environmental outcomes of the project.

* Private Industry e Alaska Native Organizations
* Non-Government e State and Local Governments
Organizations e Universities

* Indian Tribes

* Land Eligibility

e Agricultural or nonindustrial private forest land or associated land on
which NRCS determines an eligible activity would achieve conservation
benefit.

* Public land may be eligible if conservation activities will benefit lands
as determined by NRCS ad are included in the scope of the approved
RCPP project.
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ACEP helps landowners, trusts, and
other entities protect, restore, and
enhance wetlands, grasslands, and
working farm and ranches through
conservation easements.

Agricultural Land Easements (ALE)
protect working agricultural lands
and limit non-agricultural uses of the
land.

Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)
help to restore, protect and enhance
wetlands, provide habitat for fish
and wildlife, improve water quality,
reduce flooding, recharge
groundwater, protect biologic
diversity, and provide opportunities
for educational, scientific, and non-
developed recreational activities.

Agricultural Conservation

Easement Program
MNatural Resources Conservation Service

U504 s Mafurs! Resowces Consenvalion
Senvice offers volundary Fam Bilf
programe thaf benefif bofh agrcutural
producers and fhe environment.

Overyi
The Agrcukural Consenvation Easement
Program {ACER) helps landowners, land
trussts, and oANET ensmieE. protect, restare, and
enhance weilands, grassiands, and working

farms and ranches throwgh cansarvation
easements.

Under the Agricultural Land Easements
component, MRCS helps American Indlan
b5, siate and local govemments, and nan-
govemmenial onganizations pratect working
agriculiural lands and mit non-agriculbural
uses af the land.

Under the Wetland Reserve Easements
component, NRCS Relps to restore, pratedt,
and enhance ennlled wellands.

Benefits

Agricultural Land Easements protect the long-
teirm wiabilfty of the natian's faod supply by
preventing conversion of produciive working
lands to non-agrculural uses. Land protectan
by agricutiural land easements provides
addiional public benals, ncluding enhanced
environmental quallty, histaric preservation,
wiidlife habifa, and profection af open space.

Wetiand Recerve Easements provide habitat
far fish and wiidife {Inciuding threatened and
endangered species), Improve water qualty
by fillering Eesdimans and chemicals., reduce
flooding, rechange groundwater, protact
biglogizal diversity, and provide opportunibies
for educational, scientific, and non-developed
recreational activities.

Agricultural Land Easements

WRCS provides financial assistance to
partriers far purchasing Agricusural Land
Easements that protect the agrcuibural

use and consenvation values of land. The
pragram helps Tamens and ranchers keep
working farms In agriculiure. Ellgible partners
Inciude American Indian tibes, state and
ozl gavesmiments, and nan-governmental
organizations tat have famiand or grassland
pratection programs.

Ureler e Agriculiural Land Esements
component, NRCS may contribute up fo

50 percent of the far market value af fe
agricultural land easemant. Where NRCS
determines that grassiands of special
enviroAmental signicance will De protectar,
MRCS may contribute up to 75 percent of
the falr marked value of the agricuBural

and easemet.

Wetland Reserve Easements

WRCE provides technical and Anancial
assistance diractly to private landownsars and
American indian inbes i resiore, enhance,
and protect wetliands through the purchase
of & weliand resenve easement. For acreage
oaned by an American Indlan trice, here ks
an asdiiznal enroliment option of a 30-year
conbract.

Confinued o Next page.
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ACEP - Agricultural Land
Easements

e Agricultural Land Easements help keep working farms in
agriculture, especially those threatened by urban development.

* NRCS may contribute up to 50% for the fair market value of the
easement.

* |f the grasslands of special environmental significance are offered,
NRCS may contribute up to 75% of the easement.

* Land Eligibility
e Cropland « Pastureland
* Rangeland . Grassland

* Nonindustrial private forestland associated with an agricultural
operation

* Easements are required to have a conservation plan that promotes
the long-term sustainability of the land.
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Farm Service

Agency (FSA)

Conservation
Programs
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Conservation Reserve Program

* CRP removes environmentally sensitive land from agricultural
production and requires planting species that improve
environmental health and quality to re-establish valuable cover,
help improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss
of wildlife habitat. CRP Fact Sheet

* CRP has a continuous sign up where an applicant may apply for a
defined list of CRP practices anytime throughout the year.
Continuous CRP Fact Sheet

* CRP has a grasslands component that protects sensitive rangeland
and pastureland. CRP Grasslands Fact Sheet

e Contracts are 10-15 years in length.
* Participants receive a yearly rental payment.

* CRP eligibility is determined by the Farm Service Agency.
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/conservation-reserve_program-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/crp_continuous_enrollment_period-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-grasslands-signup_fact-sheet.pdf
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Emergency Conservation Program

* ECP is a voluntary program that helps farmers and ranchers
repair damage to farmlands caused by natural disasters and to
help put in place water conservation during severe drought. ECP
Fact Sheet

* Provides up to 75% of the cost for restoring practices or up
to 90% cost for limited resource, socially disadvantaged, or
beginning farmer applicants.

* FSA has a similar program for emergency forest restoration:
Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP). EFRP Fact Sheet

* Provides up to 75% of the cost share for restoring practices

* FSA has several disaster assistance programs and services that
help when natural disasters strike. FSA Disaster Assistance
Programs
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/emergency-conservation-program-ecp-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/emergency_forest_restoration_program-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index
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NRCS Partnership with FSA

NRCS provides technical assistance to FSA

* Perform all conservation planning for CRP offers
* Complete Environmental Evaluation on CPA-52

e Certify all NRCS conservation practices were installed
according to specifications.

* Certify vegetative establishment and practice
maintenance by conducting a status review.

* Certify practice maintenance by completing a status
review at least 12-months prior to contract expiration.

* Cooperate with FSA to determine if additional field visits
are necessary to support management activities, haying
and grazing requests and potential invasive species
presence.
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint
filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible
Agency or USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in
languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by:
(2) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender
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