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25 Years of Wetland Easements

Impacts of Farm Bill Program on 
Wetlands

Wetlands are one of nature’s most productive 
ecosystems. They clean and recharge 
groundwater; reduce the damaging impacts of 

and create diverse recreation opportunities such 

The greatest potential for wetland restoration 
exists on private lands, since 75 percent of the 

lands. Thousands of landowners have voluntarily 

For more than 20 years, USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service’s former 
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) was used 

restore and enhance wetlands on private 
lands. During that time, private landowners and 
entities such as land trusts and conservation 
organizations enrolled 2.7 million acres through 
14,500 agreements for a total NRCS and partner 

assistance. NRCS and its partners used the former 
WRP to ensure they achieved the greatest wetland 
functions and values, along with optimum wildlife 

The 2014 Farm Bill consolidated WRP into the 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program’s  
Wetland Reserve Easement component to 
streamline program administration and make it 
easier for landowners to participate in the program. 

will continue to leverage resources to achieve 

conservation work have resulted in tremendous 

nationwide. 

easements can help prevent listing under the 
Endangered Species Act and accelerate the 

the many landowners who enrolled their land into 
conservation easements.

In Florida, ranchers are actively engaged in 
conservation projects to protect the Everglades, 
the primary source of drinking water for 7 million 

acres enrolled into easements during the past 

Everglades Watershed.

Conservation wetland easements will continue to 

wetland restoration, protection and enhancement.
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•  Ecologically important open space protected for several decades or more

Wetlands and Wildlife
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Wetlands in Action

NRCS provides assistance directly to private landowners and Indian tribes 
to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands through the Wetland Reserve 
Easement program. The landowner voluntarily limits future use of the land, 
yet retains private ownership. NRCS and the landowner work together to 
develop a plan for the restoration and maintenance of the wetland.

Targeted Efforts to Restore Wetlands 
Helped Louisiana Black Bear Recover

endangered species list. 

At the time of listing, more than 80 percent of 

Delta were cleared for row crop production; roads, 

spot to live. 

President Theodore Roosevelt refused to shoot 
one on a south Mississippi hunting trip, the 

Louisiana, isolated from each other with as few as 

in the hands of private individuals committed to 
voluntary protection and restoration of the historic 

In the 23 years since the listing of the Louisiana 

landowners who have voluntarily enrolled and 
restored over 215,000 acres in wetland easements 

that more than 232,000 acres in the Conservation 

14 parishes or counties, and nearly half a million 

reconnected, and there are as many as 1,000 

Wildlife Service removed the Louisiana Black Bear 
from the list.
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Wetlands Improve Wildlife Habitat, 
Water Quality

and providing a wildlife haven on their farm.

farm, Carol Savage enrolled a large portion of it – 
140 acres – into a permanent wetland easement.

The wetland restoration includes 12-acre pool of 
water that attracts waterfowl and other migrating 

is no agricultural activity, and we have all of these 

Savage said.

Restored Wetlands Provide Critical 
Habitat for Migratory Birds, Many 
Other Species

When wildlife take up residence on your land, it is 
nature’s way of telling you that all is well. This is 

Marais, who are now working to restore a 500-acre 
wetland in Vermont. 

As part of restoring the wetland, the duo is 

naturally throughout the wetland. In addition, 
they will create depressions in the landscape 

hay and grasslands, and as a result, the diversity 

falcon and other woodland hawks. They have also 

swallows. 

Wetland Successes
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Conservation Easement Helps 
Protect Fish

Oregon landowner, Dave Budeau, wanted to 
restore and protect a wetland. When the wildlife 

passion for wildlife and nature led him to purchase 
what may have seemed to some as an unfriendly 
plot of land for wildlife. 

The pasture in Marion County, Ore., that caught 

gives sanctuary to a variety of wildlife, including a 

wetlands in 2008, converting an existing pond and 
other low-lying areas into wetlands. The restoration 

Scientists with NRCS and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service monitored the depth and temperature 
of Budeau’s ponds for two years to ensure they 

Wetlands like the ones on Budeau’s property were 

recovery.



provider, employer, and lender.


