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Purpose 
The overall goals of this Targeted Implementation Plan (TIP) are to assist producers in 
establishing/renovating trees in areas that would benefit from more habitat for wildlife, particularly 
sharp-tailed grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus). Sharp-tailed grouse are listed as a Species of Concern 
in Daniels County and throughout most of Montana. Species of Concern are native taxa that are at-risk 
due to declining population trends, threats to their habitats, restricted distribution, and/or other factors 
(MTNHP, 2021). Limiting habitat needs for this species include winter food sources and thermal cover 
associated with woody plants.  This conservation project will create this vital habitat by planting trees 
and/or renovating shelterbelts to increase the productivity and health of the habitat. The project area is 
located within the tall grass prairie where trees are not abundant.  Conservation practices implemented 
through the TIP will provide more habitat for wildlife by increasing the numbers of trees and shrubs 
which are relatively rare on the landscape in Daniels County.  

Problem Statement 
Windbreaks provide winter cover and food for sharp-tailed grouse. The Local Work Group identified a 
resource concern with existing, dilapidated, or non-functioning windbreaks as many of the windbreaks 
in Daniels County are past their effective lifespan.  

As shown in Table 1, the primary resource concern selected to be addressed through the TIP is plant 
productivity and health with an emphasis (secondary concern) on terrestrial habitat for wildlife.  

Table 1.  Priority Resource Concerns 

Plants Animals 
Plant Productivity and Health Terrestrial Habitat for Wildlife 

and invertebrates 
(Cover/shelter/food) 

 

There is a long-standing problem in Daniels County concerning the functionality of existing windbreak 
shelterbelts that were planted years ago.  Many of these shelterbelts were installed in the 1970s and 
1980s. As stated in the Daniels County Long-Range Plan, these shelterbelts are not functioning as 
intended when they were originally installed. Common suitable tree/shrub species for sharp-tailed 
grouse food include but are not limited to, Eastern Red Cedar, Juniper, Buffaloberry, and chokecherry.  
There are many areas where sharp-tailed grouse could benefit from increased cover provided by new 
tree and shrub establishment. As acres enrolled in CRP continue to decline, adequate wildlife habitat is 
becoming more of a critical concern. The area around Peerless, Montana (see Figure 1) has many fields 
of CRP and cropland with very little winter cover. Adding or improving existing woody habitat to provide 
cover and shelter during the winter would be beneficial to sharp-tailed grouse and other wildlife. This 
project area also serves as a wildlife corridor between the intact habitat around the Killenbeck Dams and 
the woody draws/thickets south of Peerless, MT. The Killenbeck dams currently have existing 
shelterbelts on the edges of the dam that provides thermal cover and food.  The area south of Peerless, 
MT gets a little rougher in terrain and has more natural woody draws for wildlife thermal cover and 
food, Figure 2. 
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Table 2 lists tree species and their respective benefits to sharp-tailed grouse. Species planted for food 
will also provide thermal and escape cover; all species will provide at least some protection or escape 
from predation. 

Table 2.  Tree Species for Food and Thermal Cover 

Species for Food Species for Thermal Cover 
Russian Almond, Apricot, Buffalo Berry, Caragana, 
Cottonwood (buds), Nanking Cherry, Sand Cherry, 
Chokecherry, Crabapple, Currant, Plum, Service 
Berry 

Green Ash, Cotoneaster, Dogwood, Hackberry, 
Lilac, linden, Maple, Oak, Poplar, Willow, Juniper, 
Pine, Spruce, Skunk brush Sumac 

 

Goals and Objectives 
Our objective is to assist producers to create and improve wildlife habitat by planting new windbreaks 
and shelterbelts or by renovating those that have become decadent, thin, or no longer function as 
designed.  

Trees and shrubs which are known to be compatible to the soils and other conditions on site will be 
planted in suitable areas to provide wildlife habitat.  These trees will be planted within an existing 
shelterbelt or a new tree planting. When properly designed, the windward rows of the shelterbelts or 
windbreaks will capture and hold drifting snow, providing areas between the middle and leeward rows 
which will offer protection and food for wildlife. Suitable land uses include cropland, rangeland, 
pastureland, associated agricultural land, and farmsteads. 

Outcome  
Through this TIP, we will target treating eight locations the first year. Targets for the second and third 
years are two additional locations each year. The outcome will be newly installed shelterbelts that 
provide wildlife habitat.  

We are offering tree planting, windbreak/shelterbelt renovation, fence, mulching, and micro irrigation 
as components of the TIP to encourage producers to participate. Applicable land uses include cropland, 
range, pasture, farmstead, and associated ag land. Range is listed as an applicable land use for the 
purpose of hand planting trees in spring bottoms or other areas where tree establishment is suitable. 
Native range will not be cultivated for the purpose of planting trees through this TIP.  This strategy is the 
least- cost-scenario to address the priority resource concern of plant productivity and health.  

Quantifiable lasting benefits will be realized. Wildlife habitat improvements will be measured using the 
Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide (WHEG). This is a guide that evaluates the overall quantity and quality 
of wildlife habitat factors on a landscape. It evaluates the present condition of the habitat as well as 
predicts habitat condition based on planned conservation practices. After installation of the trees, the 
landscape will result in increased continuity for food and cover. We will also use the Natural Resources 
Conservation Services tree/shrub establishment and windbreak establishment specifications for planned 
tree height and overall survival rate of 75%.  Annual status reviews will be conducted.  
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Alternatives 
No Action 
No Action. If no action is taken, the availability of wildlife habitat for sharp-tailed grouse will likely 
decrease. Shelterbelts that are in a non-functioning state will likely continue to decline in health and 
function as well. Eventually, this may begin to negatively affect other wildlife populations that have 
become dependent on these trees.  

Chosen Alternative 
This TIP will give producers and the NRCS the opportunity to benefit sharp-tailed grouse habitat along 
with other species of wildlife and offer protection from drifting snow. Alternatives used to treat the 
resource concerns will be limited to the practices in Table 3.  

Table 3:  TIP Practices and Cost per Unit 

EQIP PRACTICE CODE  COST  - Based on 2021 cost list 
Tree and Shrub Establishment 612 $1.73 per tree 
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment 380 $1.77 per tree 
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation 650 $4.61 per tree 
Micro Irrigation 441 $.02 per square foot of wetted area 
Fence 382 $3.92/ linear foot 
Mulching (Tree weed barrier fabric) 484 $.11/square foot 

 

There are Historically Underserved funding scenarios available for all the above-mentioned practices for 
qualified applicants. Information about the definitions of Historically Underserved categories, 
qualification criteria and The Financially Limited Farmer/Rancher self-determination tool are available 
from the NRCS at 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/people/outreach/slbfr/?cid=nrcsdev11_00
1040 

Partners 
Partners that will be involved in the TIP are the Daniels County Conservation District, Pheasants Forever, 
and MT Fish Wildlife and Parks. The Conservation District will handle the ordering of the trees and 
renting of equipment if applicable. Pheasants Forever and MT FWP will assist in design/stand evaluation.  

Conservation Plans 
Practices 
Conservation Plans will include: 

• Planting the trees and or shrubs will be installed using the practice Windbreak Shelterbelt 
Establishment or Tree Shrub Establishment. 

• Windbreak renovation where applicable and feasible using practice guidance. 
• Micro Irrigation where applicable for supplemental water needs. 
• Fence will be used to fence out livestock and/or other large animals. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/people/outreach/slbfr/?cid=nrcsdev11_001040
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/people/outreach/slbfr/?cid=nrcsdev11_001040
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• Mulch will be utilized for moisture retention and weed competition within the tree rows. 

Cost 
The average total contract amount will be $6,500. Our goal for the first sign up is to treat eight different 
locations at an approximate total cost of $52,000. 

Total financial contributions would be: 

EQIP Funds  

Fiscal Year Contracts 
(no.) 

Number of trees 
planted 

(total)  

Average Expected 
Cost per Contract 

Total  

2022  8  13,560 $6,500  $52,000 

2023 2  3,390  $6,500 $13,000 

2024 2  3,390  $3,000  $13,000 

Totals  12 20,340  
 

$78,000 

 

We already have several producers who are willing to participate in the TIP. Outreach will be done in the 
Target Area to inform participants and potential participants about the TIP and to locate project sites. 
The ranking process will order the applications based on environmental benefit values. The Scobey NRCS 
field office has a great deal of expertise in successfully implementing the prescribed conservation 
practices plan. We will evaluate and monitor sites annually to determine success of the planting and 
make any necessary adjustments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ranking 
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Ranking Questions, Local Issues 
 Issue Questions Responses Points 
    
1 Are the offered acres located 

adjacent to at least 60 acres or 
more of CRP or other protected 
wildlife habitat? 

Award points if the application acres are located adjacent 
to at least 60 acres of perennial contiguous CRP or 
protected grassland. Contiguous means a large block of 
perennial grass, not collectively grassland acres in small 
blocks that adds up to 60 acres or more. This DOES NOT 
include unprotected native range. 

 

2 Are the offered acres located 
adjacent to at least 60 acres or 
more of perennial contiguous 
grassland? 

Award points if the application acres are located adjacent 
to at least 60 acres of perennial contiguous unprotected 
grassland. Contiguous means a large block of perennial 
grass, not collectively grassland acres in small blocks that 
adds up to 60 acres or more. This may include grazing land, 
hay land, and expired CRP that remains in grass. 

 

4 Are there existing functional tree 
rows within 0.5 miles of the 
project?  

Award points if the application acres are located within 0.5 
miles of a functional tree row.  

 

5 Is there active small grain crop 
land within .5 miles of the project? 

Award points if the application acres are located within 0.5 
miles of active cropland.  

 

6 Will the project have at least one 
species of fruiting tree? 

Award points if at least one species of fruiting tree is 
included in the plan.  
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Target Area 

 

Figure 1:  Targeted Implementation Plan Area 
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Habitat Continuity 

 

Figure 2.  Sharp-tailed Grouse Habitat Areas Connectivity 
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