HELPING FARMERS PROTECT WATER QUALITY IN THE

EAST CREEK WATERSHED

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and UVM Extension can
assist you in meeting state and federal regulations to protect water quality.

Why is East Creek watershed an area of focus?
« This watershed will receive priority technical and financial assistance from NRCS through 2023.
« NRCS initiated a strategic planning approach to water quality improvement for watersheds that were

most impaired and contribute heavy concentrations of agricultural phosphorus runoff.
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« The objective is to work with farmers to provide one-on-one assistance to identify areas in need of con-

servation practices.

East Creek Watershed Stats

Watershed Area: 20,553 acres

Total Estimated Ag Phosphorus Loading: 14,429 pounds a year

EPA TMDL Reduction Goal: 63

percent

EPA Estimated TMDL Ag Phosphorus Reduction Goal: 9,090 pounds per year

Local Watershed Team Ag Phosphorus Reduction Goal (2019-2023): 2,600 pounds a year
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HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE LAND IN THE EAST CREEK WATERSHED

What type of assistance is available for farmers?

. The NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP} provides technical and financial assistance to
eligible producers to address natural resources concerns including water quality and soil health.

. Practice payment rates vary by practice and are flat payment rates (typically, but not always, averaging 75%
of the installation costs) to help farmers implement conservation practices including crop rotation, cover
crops, grassed waterways, heavy use areas, riparian buffers, waste storage facilities, nutrient management
plans, and more.

. Limited resource producers, new and beginning farmers, and veteran farmers may be eligible for up to 90
percent practice payment rates.

« Other entities may also provide financial assistance, including the Vermont Agency of Ag, Food, and Markets.
Contact them for more information.
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Graph reflects figures collected in the Partnership Database which includes multiple data sources from the State of
Vermont and NRCS and reflects fiscal year data from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. Conservation practice
implementation data is primarily compiled from federal and state cost-share programs and reflects only a small
portion of practices implemented by farmers on their own. A State-led working group is developing efficiencies for
additional practices as data and tracking become available. Phosphorus loading reductions from implemented
conservation practices were estimated by the Vermont Dept. of Environmental Conservation using a model
adapted in collaboration with the EPA for use in the Lake Champlain Basin to determine progress in meeting the
established TMDL.

For assistance with conservation planning in the East Creek Watershed

USDA NRCS UVM Extension

Marybeth Whitten Jeff Carter, 802-388-4969, ext. 332
802-771-3038 jeff.carter@uvm.edu
marybeth.whitten@usda.gov Kirsten Workman, 802-388-4969, ext. 347

kirsten.workman@uvm.edu

Follow us @VermontNRCS on Twitter for the latest conservation updates.
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