
Cultural 
Resources
And Your Conservation Plan

What are cultural resources?
Our North American cultural heritage spans 
more than 1 ,000 years. of our 
past await discovery through careful 

. hese  
 

  
on the surface and in the soils of our farms 
and cities.

 
 

They include buildings, objects or artifacts, 
 

,  
 
 

and less tangible resources 
such as dances, stories, and 
holiday traditions. Cultural resources are 
non-renewable. There is no way to “grow” 
a new archaeological site  historic house  

 after it is destroyed.
The Natural Resources Conservation 

 
cultural resources during the conservation 
planning process. While structures are 
easy to identify  

encounter non-
structural archaeological sites. These often 
extend below the soil surface and must be 
protected when conservation activities may 
disturb the earth at the site.

Why does NRCS care about 
cultural resources?

the 
same reason it protects natural resources
—the soil, water, air, plants and animals— 
on your property. Keeping natural 
resources in balance helps provide the 
basis for a healthy and  

 
resources provides the 

basis for understanding our human past.

It is the law
Recognizing the importance of 
cultural heritage, Congress passed 
the National Historic Preservation  

 
establishes a policy for protecting 

 
 

requires Federal agencies to 
consider cultural resources in their 
activities,  

 
by those 

activities. NHPA also necessitate 
consultation between federal agencies 
and stakeholders such as the State 
Historic Preservation Office and 
Native American Tribes.  

 
.

T  
 

 
 

 
 

 NRCS cultural resources policy 
involves protection and 

enhancement of cultural resources 
and historic properties in their 
original location to the fullest 

practical extent.

What makes a cultural 

 
property, cultural resources  

 meet one of the 
following four criteria   
list  on the National Register of Historic 
Places 

 Associated with events that have 
made  

pattern of American history.
  

American past.
 Embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of onstruction.

 Has yielded or may likely yield  
information about the history or 
prehistory of America.

 
,

 
and avoid the destruction of cultural 

 
to implement an activity in a 

conservation plan must follow these 
general cultural resources protection 
procedures.

Step 1: Decide if proposed conservation 
activities are earth-disturbing. Activities 
that involve heavy equipment and 
extensive earth disturbance have the 
potential to impact cultural resources.
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Step 3: Examine  
conduct field investigations of the area 
for evidence of cultural resources. This 
step will      

conservation planner or partner 
at no cost to the property owner or 
applicant.     

cultural resources 
personnel may visit the project site to 
help determine the total extent of the 
cultural resource. 

Step 4: Avoid cultural resources that 
are present. NRCS's preferred 
alternatives may involve moving the 
location of conservation activities 

 
conservation activity. Most conservation 
projects with cultural resources present 
will come to this conclusion.

Step 5: If the cultural resource cannot 
be avoided, a professional archaeologist 

 
In most states, this 

evaluation will be  
personnel. Under 

some circumstances,  
 

 
 

 
 

 In 
most cases a professional review will 
also require the applicant to sign a 
release of information form so NRCS 
can initiate consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation office and Native 
American Tribes. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
d, 

then NRCS will likely withdraw financial 
assistance on conservation activities at 
that location. Applicants always have the 
option to install practices at their own 
expense. 

Private Property Rights and 
burial protection laws:
Landowners with historic properties on 
their land have ownership of that 
historic property with the exception of 
human remains, grave markers, burial 
mounds, and artifacts found in 
association with graves and human 
remains. Most states, including Iowa, 
have laws that protect human burials 
and their associated objects. 
N  

 
 

 
   

  
  

Contact NRCS are your local USDA 
Service Center. Use the Farmers.gov 
Service Center locator to locate your 
office: www.farmers.gov/working-with-
us/service-center-locator.

Archeological FeaturesArcheological Features

Procedures for discovery
during construction

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

s significance is 
evaluated  

 
 

 
 

CCC-era water
control structure

 IA • February-2022




