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Controlled Traffic Farming (Code 334)

Confining all traffic from farm equipment to established
traffic lanes within a crop field.

Practice Information

This practice applies to cropland subject to soil
compaction from farm equipment travel over the soil
surface. Most soil compaction from equipment traffic
occurs where tires contact soil during the first pass
over the soil. Limiting traffic on the production field

. . Figure 1 Farm equipment confined to established lanes.
allows the non-traffic areas to benefit from reduced Combine auger provides offset to traffic lanes used by

compaction. Traffic lanes once established are used the cart.
year after year.

The goal of a controlled traffic system is to reduce the area compacted by heavy machinery.
Careful planning will consider the field conditions, soil type, topography and the crop rotation.
Matching current farm equipment to align all machinery wheel tracks can be challenging. A
machinery investment plan to enable changing to controlled traffic farming may be necessary.

Common Associated Practices

Controlled Traffic Farming (Code 334) is commonly applied with practices such as Conservation
Crop Rotation (Code 328), Residue and Tillage Management (No Till Code 329 or Reduced Tillage
Code 345), and Cover Crop (Code 340).

For further information, contact your local NRCS field office.
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