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Conservation Practice Overview 

Residue and Tillage Management, No Till 
(Code 329) 

This practice limits soil disturbance to manage the 

amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and plant 

residue on the soil surface year around. 

Practice Information 

This practice limits in-row soil disturbance operations 

during planting including seed row/furrow closing or 

strip tillage management. There is no full-width soil 

disturbance. 

Soil tillage intensity rating (STIR) values are calculated based on all field operations performed 

during the crop interval between harvest or termination of the previous cash crop and harvest or 

termination of the current cash crop. Fallow period field operations are included in the calculation. 

Residue and Tillage Management No Till crop interval STIR is less than or equal to 20. 

Adoption of this practice aligns the cropping system with reduction of soil erosion with minimal soil 

disturbance and increased crop residue on the surface. Reduced soil disturbance enhances soil 

organic matter and improves soil structure and infiltration of water from natural precipitation or 

irrigation. By protecting the soil surface from erosion and building soil organism habitat, this practice 

supports the natural vitality of soil systems. 

 

Common Associated Practices 

Residue and Tillage Management, No Till (Code 329) is commonly applied with practices such as 
Conservation Crop Rotation (Code 328), Stripcropping (Code 585), Nutrient Management (Code 

590), and Irrigation Water Management (Code 449). 

For further information, contact your local NRCS field office. 
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Figure 1 Seedlings emerge through wheat crop residue. 
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