
‘Latar’ 
orchardgrass 

Dactylis glomerata L. 
 
‘Latar’ is an orchardgrass (Dactylis glomerata) cultivar released in 1957 in cooperation with the Washington State University 
Agricultural Experiment Station and Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station. 

Description 
Latar is a cool season-perennial, late maturing hay-type 
orchardgrass. It blooms and matures seed, on average, 10-14 days 
later than commercial varieties. Leaves are abundant, broad, well 
distributed, and noticeably light green in color. Latar is vigorous, 
producing large amounts of vegetation and seed. Stems may grow 
20-50 inches tall. It produces an extensive root system with depths 
up to 2 feet. Latar recovers rapidly after harvest especially when 
grown under irrigation. It is winter hardy and has one of the lowest 
lignin contents and higher digestibility than other tested 
orchardgrass varieties.  

Source 
Latar orchardgrass originates from seed collected in 1934 from the 
Institute of Plant Industry Leningrad, Russia. It was isolated after 
several generations of recurrent selection form the original 
accession, PI-111536. 

Conservation Uses  
Latar is primarily used in conservation seedings where perennial 
legume-grass mixtures are planted as soil improving crop rotations 
or for hay, pasture, or high-quality silage. Latar provides excellent 
wildlife habit especially after a fire disturbance. It is also used as a 
nitrogen scavenger and as a green manure.  

Area of Adaptation and Use 
Latar is adapted to the same climatic and soil conditions as are 
other commonly used orchardgrass varieties. Well-drained, medium 
textured, deep, fertile soils give the best results. In dryland 

plantings, annual rainfall should be 20 to 30 inches of rainfall. Latar is cold tolerant but will survive temperature of -20oF 
only when dormant or snow covered. Close grazing in the fall is associated with winterkill. It is highly palatable to all classes 
of livestock, which can make it susceptible to overgrazing.  

Establishment and Management for Conservation Plantings 
Seedings for dryland pasture and erosion control should be done in late fall or very early spring on a clean, firm, weed-free 
seedbed. Irrigated seedings may be done early to mid-spring. Seeds may be drill seeded or with a deep furrow or double disc 
drill with press wheels. Latar seeding rate is 4 pounds Pure Live Seed (PLS) per acre at ¼ to ½ inch depths. If planting 
critical areas broadcast seeded, at double the drill rate. In mixtures with legumes, Latar seeding rate should be 3-6 pounds 
PLS per acre. Latar is commonly managed in legume-grass mixture stands for hay production. Fertilization and irrigation of 
stands is standard for these practices. The crop is cut when alfalfa is at optimum hay stage, but never later than one-fourth 
bloom. In pasture mixtures, the first crop year should be cut for hay. Rotation grazing with a rotation interval of 28 to 35 days 
of regrowth is essential to avoid over grazing. When cut or grazed, there is a delay of 7-10 days in regrowth, but recovers 
rapid afterwards.    
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Latar orchardgrass seed production field at Pullman WA Plant 
Materials Center.  



Ecological Considerations 
No significant pest problems have been recorded although newer cultivars exhibit more disease tolerance and winter 
hardiness than Latar. It should not be considered for plantings in the following states as it is a restricted noxious weed for 
lawn/turf seed: Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia.  

Seed and Plant Production 
Latar averages 540,000 seed per pound. Plant in rows 30 to 36 inches apart where cultivation is possible. In Pullman, WA, 
Latar has been recorded to produce 700 pounds of seed per acre under optimal conditions. Though, the average has been 
around 250 pounds per acre. Latar seed fields should be harvested at the soft dough stage to avoid excessive shatter losses. 
Historically, a binder was used however, seed is harvested with a swather and pick combine.  

Availability 
For conservation use: Certified seed of Latar orchardgrass is readily available in the commercial market.  
 
For seed or plant increase: Breeder seed is maintained by the Pullman Plant Materials Center. 
 
Citation  
Release Brochure for Latar orchardgrass (Dactylis glomerata). 2022. USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Pullman Plant Materials Center. Pullman, WA.  

For additional information about this and other plants, please contact your local USDA Service Center, NRCS field office, or 
Conservation District <http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/>, and visit the PLANTS Web site <http://plants.usda.gov> or the Plant 
Materials Program Web site <http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov> 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helping People Help The Land 
USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER AND LENDER.   

 

For more information, contact: 
Pullman Plant Materials Center, 4900 SE Terre View Dr Bldg. 195A 

Pullman WA 99163, 509-330-5636 
https://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/wapmc 
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