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TAYLOR GERMPLASM 
sand dropseed 

Sporobolus cryptandrus (Torr.) A. Gray 
 

Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed was cooperatively released in 2022 by 
the Texas Natives Seeds program of the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife 
Research Institute at Texas A&M-Kingsville, Kingsville, Texas; the 
USDA NRCS James E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center, Knox City, 
Texas; and Texas AgriLife Research Center, Stephenville, Texas. 

Description 
Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed is a native, cespitose perennial 
without rhizomes. Culms are erect from 18 to 30 inches tall. Sheaths are 
0.12 inches long and have distinct tufts of white erect hairs on either 
side of the collar. Panicles are open or closed depending on the amount 
exposed from the elongated upper sheath. As the panicle matures the 
upper most sheath leaf twists and separates from the panicle leaving a 
flagged appearance nearly perpendicular to the culm. Panicles are 9 
inches long. Spikelets average 0.8 inches long, brown to purplish in 
color. Caryopses are about 0.04 inches long, light brown to orange with 
4,813,240 seeds per pound.  

Source 
Seed collections for the development of Taylor Germplasm originated from plants growing in the Texas Central Basin, 
Rolling Red Plains, Rolling Limestone Prairie and the Cross Timbers ecoregions of Texas. No breeding, selection, or genetic 
manipulation was used in the development of Taylor Germplasm.  

Conservation Uses 
Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed is recommended for wildlife and rights-of-way plantings, critical site revegetation, and 
erosion control. It has shown excellent foliage density, good seed production, and performed best in sand, sandy loam, or clay 
loam soils. 

Area of Adaptation and Use 
Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed is recommended for use in the Central Rolling Red Plains (MLRA 78C), West Cross 
Timbers (MLRA 84B), Rolling Limestone Prairies (MLRA 78A), and Texas Central Basin (MLRA 82A) ecoregions of 
Texas. Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed has not been tested beyond the recommended area of use prior to its release. 

Establishment and Management for Conservation Plantings 
Begin seedbed preparation well in advance of planting and can be done during spring-early summer in Central Texas. 
Establish a clean, weed-free seedbed by either tillage or herbicides; and firm the soil and allow the seedbed to accumulate soil 
moisture prior to planting.  

Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed can be seeded using a drill or broadcast seeder. If broadcast seeding, some type of 
additional coverage such as culti-packing or light dragging is recommended to ensure good seed-to-soil contact.  Plant seed ⅛ 
to ¼ inch deep as it is better to plant too shallow versus too deep.  

Figure 1. Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed. Photo courtesy of 
Texas Native Seeds.  



For calibration purposes, Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed contains approximately 4,813,240 seed per bulk pound. A 
seeding rate of 0.5-1 pure live seed lb /acre is recommended for pure stands.  When planted in a mix, adjust the seeding rate 
of Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed to the desire percentage in the mix. Defer grazing until plants are well established. 
Allow plants to mature seed annually as sand dropseed readily reseeds itself with little disturbance.  

Ecological Considerations 
No severe insect, weed, or disease problems have been observed in 
Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed. 

Seed and Plant Production 
Seed production field of Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed can be 
started from transplants or direct seeded on bedded rows or flat ground. 
Well-maintained plots may produce a marketable seed crop in the first 
production year. Seed can be harvested with flail-vac seed harvester or 
a conventional combine. If harvesting the seed with a flail-vac seed 
harvester, remove the old seed heads by mowing between harvests to 
encourage an uniform stand and to stimulate a second seed crop for 
harvest. Following harvest, inert matter such as stems, leaves and other 
plant parts can be easily removed with an air-screen cleaner. 

Availability 
Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed will be identified by USDA NRCS 
accession number 9112353.  Generation (G0) seed will be produced and 
maintained by Texas Native Seeds.  

For More Information 

Texas Natives Seeds 
CKWRI-TAMUK 
SMC218, 700 University Blvd. 
Kingsville, Texas 78363 
Phone: (361) 593.4525 

Or 

USDA-NRCS James E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center 
3950 FM 1292, Suite 100 
Knox City, Texas 79529 
Phone: (940) 658.3922 ext. 5  

Citation  
Release Brochure for Taylor Germplasm sand dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus). 2022. USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, James E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center, Knox City, Texas 79529.  

For additional information about this and other plants, please contact your local USDA Service Center, NRCS field office, or 
Conservation District <http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/>, and visit the PLANTS Web site <http://plants.usda.gov> or the Plant 
Materials Program Web site <http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov> 

Helping People Help The Land 
USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER AND LENDER 

Figure 2. Seed production field of Taylor Germplasm sand 
dropseed. Photo courtesy of Texas Native Seeds.  
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