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The US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (USDA-NRCS), University of Toronto, and the SUNY College of 

Environmental Science and Forestry announce the release of 

'Greenbank' sandbar willow, Salix exigua Nutt. 'Greenbank' was 

selected at the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Plant 

Materials Center, Big Flats, New York. 

'Greenbank', PI# 591341, accession 4-1-BR, is a male clone of a 

hybrid derived from a cross between accessions (INT-61), PI# 591338 

and (INT-63), PI 9051648, selected by the Forest Genetics Laboratory, 



Materials Center, from a 22 clone collection obtained from the 

University of Toronto. The plants evaluated were; 8 selected native 

clones and 14 selected clones derived from crosses among these native 

clones, as well as between 5 clones not represented in the 

evaluation. The parent clones were collected from native stands just 

north of Lake Ontario. 'Greenbank' sandbar willow was selected due to 

its superior plant vigor, thick stems and suckering ability. As a 

male clone it will not spread by seed. 

Sandbar willow is a native deciduous shrub which grows up to 16 feet 

in height, and is known for its ability to form thickets by producing 

many root suckers. It is found from Quebec to Alaska, south to New 

Mexico and Maryland. 'Greenbank' has performed well in field 

plantings throughout the Northeast. It has outperformed 3 other 

Accessions (INT-60, INT-61, INT-66) which were also selected for 

advanced evaluation. 

The principal uses for 'Greenbank' sandbar willow are expected to be 

streambank and shoreline protection, riparian area development, 

restoration and fish habitat. It should also be useful in streamside 

buffer systems for water quality improvement. 'Greenbank' will 

perform well when planted as rooted cuttings, or when used in 

bioengineering systems as unrooted whips or stems. It does not 

require root-inducing hormones to survive on most sites. Used in 

combination with 'Streamco' purpleosier and 'Bankers' dwarf willows, 

'Greenbank' provides diversity and insect and disease resistance. 



'Greenbank' should not be planted where it's spreading habit will 

be a nuisance, although regular mowing will retard the spread. 

Foundation cutting stock will be maintained by the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, Big Flats, Plant Materials center, Box 360A, 

RD#l, Rt. 352, Corning New York 14830. Rooted cuttings are available 

to commercial and state nurseries for the purpose of establishing 

cutting blocks. Propagation procedures will be provided to those 

receiving plants. 
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