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and 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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NOTICE TO NURSERYMEN OF THE NAMING AND RELEASE OF 'SAKAKAWEA' SILVER BUFFALOBERRY. 

'SAKAKAWEA' silver buffaloberry Shepherdia argentea (Pursh) Nutt. is a seed propa­
gated cultivar recommended for use in farmstead and multi-row field windbreaks, 
wildlife habitat, and natural area plantings associated with revegetation of 
surface mined lands, transportation and transmission corridors, flood plains, and 
other drastically disturbed areas. 

'Sakakawea' is a densely branched, suckering shrub with a mature plant height of 
12-16 feet (376-488 cm). The leaves are opposite, simple, oblong with both sur­
faces covered with silvery peltate scales, often with reddish brown centers. 
Silver buffaloberry is dioecious, blooming in April-May, fruit ripening in 
September. The fruit, an achene, is predominantly red; however, an estimated 
15-20 percent of 'Sakakawea' female plants may produce yellow fruit. 

'Sakakawea' originated from open-pollinated seed collected September 22, 1954 
from a yellow fruited female cultivar 'Goldeye' at the Canada Department of 
Agriculture, Research Stations, Morden, Manitoba, Canada. The yellow-fruited 
silver buffaloberry was found in 1918 by Mr. A. Griffin, Brooks, Alberta, along 
the banks of the Red Deer River, Township 22, Range 12. It was given the culti­
var name 'Goldeye' by Griffin in 1932. The tree from which SCS collected seed 
(September 22, 1954) was received by the Research Station, Morden, Manitoba in 
1941. Ten seedlings grown from this seed collection were planted on the USDA, 
Soil Conservation Service, Plant Materials Center, Increase Block, Bismarck, 
North Dakota in 1957. This planting has been designated the breeder seed 
source. Open pollinated seed from this planting will be used to grow founda­
tion stock. 

The USDA, Soil Conservation Service has evaluated the adaptation and performance 
of 'Sakakawea' as ND-10 (6158T) (PI-478005) silver buffaloberry at Plant Materials 
Centers located at Bismarck, North Dakota; Bridger, Montana; Manhattan, Kansas; 
East Lansing, Michigan; and Elsberry, Missouri. Field evaluation studies were 
conducted cooperatively with North Dakota State University, Bottineau Branch; 
South Dakota State University, Central Research Station, Highmore; University 
of Minnesota, West Central Experiment Station, Morris; USDI, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Lake Andes NWR, Lake Andes, South Dakota; North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, McKenzie Slough Game Management Area, Burleigh Co., North Dakota; 
and other state and federal agencies, and conservation district cooperators. 



'Sakakawea' is a cultivar selected on basis of good to excellent stand establish­
ment and survival (longevity), uniformity of growth form, and excellent seed 
production. It is equal to or superior to common silver buffaloberry in 
these characteristics. 

'Sakakawea' has performed well on a wide range of soils and the climatic con­
ditions typical of the Northern Great Plains, (Jacobson, E.T. and Haas, R. J. 
Data to Support Release of 'Sakakawea' silver buffaloberry, 1983). The results 
of these studies and others in adjacent states indicate that 'Sakakawea' is 
primarily adapted for planting in the Northern Great Plain states: North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska and Minnesota as shown in 
Figure 1. Its use is not currently recommended beyond this area. 

The USDA, Soil Conservation Service, Plant Materials Center, P.O. Box 1458, 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502, will maintain breeder seed and foundation 
stock of 'Sakakawea' silver buffaloberry. Certified seed (source identified 
and selected class) will be available from growers approved by State Certified 
Seed Departments. Standards for all classes of seed are published 
in the North Dakota Tree and Shrub Certification Standards, North Dakota 
State Seed Department, Fargo, North Dakota, 1974. 
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