
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

and 

MISSISSIPPI AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY EXPERIMENT STATION 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

RELEASE OF 'QUAIL HAVEN' RESEEDING SOYBEAN 

The Soil Conservation Service, United States Department of Agriculture and the 
Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry and Experiment Station, Mississippi State 
Univers.ity announce the release of 'Quail Haven' reseeding soybean (Glycine soja 
Sieb. and Zucc.). It was selected by the Soil Conservation Service Plant Materials 
Center at Coffeeville, Mississippi, for wildlife use. 

Quail Haven is an increase from seed provided by Karl Graetz of Raleigh, 
North Carolina. The original seed came from China in 1948 and was designated 
Pl-163453 and MS-128. 

Quail Haven is a vining, annual legume. Leaves, stems, and fruits are covered 
with short, tawny hairs. The trifoliate leaves have ovate to ovate lanceolate, 
acute to acuminate leaflets approximately 10 cm. long. Usually four to eight 
small, purple to lilac flowers are in racemes in the axils of leaves. Pods 
are about 2.5 cm. long and usually contain two to four oval seeds ranging 
from olive to black. About 1/4 of the seeds are solid black, 1/4 olive, and 
1/2 mottled. 

Quail Haven has been compared extensively against 'Bobwhite' and other 
varieties of soybean and cowpea that are grown for wildlife. It was rated 
superior to Bobwhite because seed production was greater and more timely. It 
had more hard seeds and was a better reseeder than the others. 

The principal use for Quail Haven will be for wildlife food and cover. It 
has been used for hay and as a cover crop for soi 1 improvement. It is adapted 
to the Coastal Plain. Because it matures fruit in late October and November, 
early killing frost is the limiting factor for seed production. It grows 
best on soils that are suited to commercial soybeans and does not tolerate 
extremely sandy or wet soils. Because of its twining habit, it can withstand 
weed competition. Corn is used as a support at the Coffeeville Plant 
Materials Center to make harvesting easier. Because of shattering, combines 
usually harvest 250-300 pounds/acre of a total production of about 1200 
pounds. 

Breeder seed will be maintained by the Coffeeville Plant Materials Center. 
Foundation seed for Certified growers will be available through Foundation 
Seed Stock, MAFES, P. 0. Box 5267, Mississippi State University, Mississippi 
State, Mississippi 39762. Both Breeder and Foundation seed will be available 
in the spring of 1986. 
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