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LARK SELECTION 
partridge pea 

Chamaerista fasciculata (Michx.) 
Greene 
 

Lark Selection partridge pea (Chamaerista fasciculata (Michx.) Greene) 
is a selected class release that was released in 1997 by the USDA-NRCS 
Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center (PMC), Coffeeville, MS, in 
cooperation with the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 
Station. 

Description 
Lark Selection partridge pea is an erect or spreading native, warm season 
annual legume that reaches a height of 1 to 3 feet tall with showy yellow 
flowers. The showy yellow flowers, about 1 inch across, grow 2 to 4 
together in clusters on the stem. Flowers normally bloom July-
September. The fruit is a straight, narrow pod 1 ½ to 2 ½ inches long. 
Leaves are pinnately compound, usually with 10 to 15 pairs of narrow 
leaflets. It is adapted to medium to fine textured soils. Partridge pea 
occurs on low maintenance areas such as roadsides, field borders, 
abandoned crop, and open woodlands.  

Source 
Seed source for Lark Selection was collected in 1982 from a native stand in Lee County, Arkansas. A total of 116 accessions 
were evaluated at the Jamie L. Whitten PMC, from 1981 through 1985. In 1989, evaluations continued for 14 accessions for 
seed production and growth characteristics. Lark Selection was determined to have superior seed weight, seed production, 
pod production, and flower production. 

Conservation Uses 
Lark Selection was selected to provide an adapted partridge pea for use in critical area seeding mixtures for erosion control, 
wildlife food and cover, and beautification of roadsides in the mid-South.   

Area of Adaptation and Use 
Lark Selection grows well in the mid-South. It is a dependable seed producer even in years with hot, droughty weather during 
peak flowering and seed set. Peak bloom occurs in August to early September which is later than ‘Riley’ partridge pea, but 
slightly earlier than ‘Comanche’ partridge pea from observational plantings at the Jamie L. Whitten PMC.  

Establishment and Management for Conservation Plantings 
Seed should be planted on a firm, weed free seedbed. Optimum planting dates are from late March to early May for the mid-
South. Seeding rate is 1.5-3.0 lb/acre PLS on 15 to 30-inch rows by drill or row planter (sorghum plate). Broadcast rate is 3-6 
lb/acre PLS. In broadcast plantings seed should be lightly covered using a harrow. Seed should be scarified prior to planting 
and inoculated with EL inoculum. In subsequent years, natural reseeding will probably be adequate for sufficient stands. A 
light disking or other means of soil disturbance to eliminate weed competition will improve chances of successful reseeding.  

Production practices at the Jamie L. Whitten PMC include no Nitrogen fertilizer with P and K maintained at medium levels. 
Lark Selection tolerates low pH but prefers a pH of 5.5-6.0. 

Bee visiting a Lark Selection partridge pea plant at the 
Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center 



Helping People Help The Land 
USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER AND LENDER 

Ecological Considerations 
Partridge pea (Chamaerista spp.) have the potential to become weedy and spread to unwanted areas. Foliage and seed contain 
a cathartic substance that can be potentially dangerous in large quantities to cattle. Lark Selection seedlings can be vulnerable 
to disease in below normal soil temperatures after emergence. For seed production purposes, a fungicidal seed treatment does 
increase protection when planting early. 

Seed and Plant Production 
Lark Selection is harvested by direct combine. Seed harvest should begin when 10% of the oldest pods are beginning to 
shatter. This may result in high plant moisture during harvest with some immature pods/seeds. It is recommended to dry seed 
up to 2 weeks before seed conditioning/cleaning procedures can be started. Despite its indeterminate seeding habit, seed 
yields of 450-600 lb/acre have been harvested at the PMC. Commercial growers should contact the Jamie L. Whitten PMC 
for technical assistance with plant production practices. 

Availability 
For conservation use:  Commercial seed is available from commercial seed companies. 

For seed or plant increase: Jamie L. Whitten PMC maintains breeder seed of Lark Selection partridge pea. Interested seed 
growers can obtain foundation seed from MAFES Foundation Seed Stocks at Mississippi State, MS 39762. Phone: (662) 
325-2390 

For More Information 
Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center, 2533 County Road 65, Coffeeville, MS, 38922, 662-675-2588, 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/plant-materials/mspmc. 

Citation  
Release brochure for ‘Lark selection’ partridge pea (Chamaerista fasciculata (Michx.) Greene). 2023. 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center, Coffeeville, Mississippi 38922.  

For additional information about this and other plants, please contact your local USDA Service Center, NRCS field office, or 
Conservation District <http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/>, and visit the PLANTS Web site <http://plants.usda.gov> or the Plant 
Materials Program Web site <http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov> 
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