UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

NOTICE OF RELEASE OF ‘KANOKA’' ROUNDHEAD LESPEDEZA

The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, announce the naming and release of ‘Kanoka’ roundhead lespedeza,
Lespedeza capitata Michx. This roundhead lespedeza has been assigned the
permanent number PI-468118 (9001512, 9001637, 9001513)

An assembly of 20 accessions from Kansas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma were
evaluated for vigor, leafiness, height, bloom date, and flower abundance. Three
accessions, selected after five years of evaluation, were increased and their
seed bulked. The selected accessions produced seed consistently higher in
quality and quantity than other accessions. The selected accessions were also
taller and bloomed later than the other material. The selected accessions
consistently bloomed within a week of each other. Two of the selected
accessions were collected in Woodson County, Kansas and a third was collected
in Nowata County, Oklahoma. The expected area of use for ‘Kanoka’ includes
the eastern three quarters of Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, the western half of
lowa and Missouri.

‘Kanoka’ is recommended for use in plantings on roadsides, parks, and
recreation areas for soil stabilization and beautification. It is a desirable
component in warm-season grass mixtures, providing nitrogen input and adding
protein to the consumed forage. Its forage is consumed by all classes of
livestock. The seed is utilized by a variety of wildlife species.

Foundation class seed will be produced and maintained by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Manhattan Plant Materials Center, Manhattan,
Kansas.
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