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NOTICE OF' RELEASE OF' 'TROPIC SHORE' SEASHORE PASPALUM 

'!he United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, and the 
Hawaii Institute of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University of Hawaii, 
announce the release of 'Tropic Shore' seashore paspalum, Paspalum vaginatum Swartz. 

'Tropic Shore' was collected along the seashore at the wave line of the Pacific 
ocean, in Kailua, Hawaii, on the island of Oahu. It wa~ _tested under the identifi­
cation numbers 9037868, T-J7868 and HA-190. The natural range of Paspalum vaginatum 
extends to both hemispheres and it is found growing on seacoasts from Australia to 
southern Spain and from Argentina and Chile to Baja California and North Carolina. 
Its distribution is pan-tropical and it is indigenous or naturalized throughout the 
Pacific. Seashore paspalum grows in saltwater coastal marshes artd coastal mud and 
sand flats in the Hawaiian Islands, American Samoa, Caroline Islands, Guam and the 
Commonweal th of the Northern Marianas Islands. It is one of the most salt-tolerant 
grasses known and has been reported to. grow with water containing total soluble 
salts of more than 10,000 parts per million. It will also grow with fresh water. 

'Tropic Shore' is a perennial creeping grass that is stoloniferous and rhizomatous. 
It nonnally grows to a height of about 15 inches (J8 cm) but under conditions of 
high fertility it will reach a maximum height of 20 inches (_50.8 cm). Its medium 
sized stems are abundant and prostrate. '!he stolons or runners root at the nodes 
to form a dense sod-like cover. Newly emerging leaves are folded in the bud shoot. 
The abundant, well-distributed mature leaves have stiffly ascending blades that are 
rolled toward the tips. The blades are slender, gradual.11 tapering to an acute 
point and are approximately J to 8 inches (7.6 to 2O.J cm) long by .25 inch (6.4 mm) 
wide at the base. Inflorescences are sparse and develop within the foliage, below 
the tips of the ascending leaves. They consist of two 1-sided racemes 1. J to 1. 5 
inches (J.J to J.8 cm) long which are at first together, then spreading as they 
~ature. Spikelets are .10 to .14 inch (2.5 to J.5 mm) long. The flowering culms 
are usually semi-erect and about 10 to 15 inches (25.4 to J8,l cm) high. 

'Tropic Shore' was tested and developed primarily for stabilizing the shoreline and 
tanks of aquaculture ponds, canals and streams having brackish or salty water. 
Once established, this grass provides good protection from strong waves. It has 
been less aggressive with regard to growing out in the water than other grass strains 
tested. This is important to aquaculture harvesting operations. It may be planted 
for pasture, lawns and other uses where only salty water is available. It may also 
be used for erosion control where the water is nonsaline. 
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'Tropic Shore' is adapted to low-elevation sites along the edge of canals, ponds, 
streams and ocean beaches where it grows at and slightly above and below the nonnal 
water level. In Hawaii, it is best adapted to brackish coastline sites on soils 
ranging from sand to clay. It has grown well at Iii values ranging from 6.7 to 8. 
Under saline conditions, little or no fertilizing is needed. It responds favorably 
to fertilizer when grown with nonsaline or fresh water. 

'Tropic Shore' is asexually propagated and plant material of foundation quality 
will be maintained by the Soil Conservation Service's Plant Materials Center, 
Hoolehua, Molokai, Hawaii. Vegetative material is available to commercial producers 
and others for establishing their production fields. 
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