UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

OTICE OF RELEASE OF ‘Big O' WILD CRABAPPLE

The United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation

Service announces the release of ‘Big O' Wild Crabapple, Malus

coronaria (L.)Mill

Big O was developed at the Soil Conservation Service Plant
Materials Center, Americus, Georgia, for wildlife food, cover,

and beautification.

Big O was selected from a native plant collection that consisted
of 54 accessions from six states, Alabama, Florida, Georgia,

North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.

Big O is a selection for its superior qualities in almost every
category tested. ' This includes superior growth, fruit
production, fruit quality and size, disease resistance and bloom
color.

e

Big O was not affected by cedar apple rust.

Big O has been compared to more than 54 accessions of crabapples

at the Americus Plant Materials Center for wildlife food and



cover. Crabapples certainly have an aesthetic funcfion; they
are also dual-purpose plants, producing food as well as landscape
beauty. - Recently, with the decline of native dogwoods in the
landscape, crabapples could replace them in the southeast for
wildlife food and beautification in urban areas.

Crabapples have long been considered an excellent food for deer
and other wildlife. There is a need for an adapted variety in
the southeast that will consistently set a crop of persistent

fruit.

Big O was the most vigorous accession, best survival, persistent
fruit production and the largest size fruit. In January 1982,
non-rotten fruit from this accession remained on the surface of

the ground.

Vigor and attractiveness of bloom is an important criteria for
selecting crabapples. Big O blooms around March 24 and the
duration of the bloom is about two (2) weeks. A good rating for
bloom color attractiveness, and the largest flower size of 44 mm
was the best of all accessions tested. The bloom color is

white/pink.



The fruit begin to mature around November 5 and remains as mixed,
firm, drying/some rotting. Big O was rated superior for fruit
quantity/quality, size, weight and seed yield. Therefore, Big O
could potentially be useful as wildlife food during the winter

and late fall.

Proposed uses include erosion control, wildlife food, cover and
beautification in urban areas, windbreaks, screens, hedgerows,

and for re-establishment of a native plant community.

The name Big O was selected to reflect its exceptionaly large

fruit when mature.

A breeder block of plants will be maintained by the Soil
Conservation Service Plant Materials Center, Americus, Georgia.
Foundation plants will be provided to qualified nurseries from
which plants may be produced vegetatively. Foundation plants
will be available in the spring of 1993. Certified plants may be

produced from seed when foundation plants bloom and fruit.
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