
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

AMERICUS, GEORGIA 

UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE 
COLU.MBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 

and 

SOUTH CAROLINA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

NOTICE OF RELEASE 
OF 

Newberry Germplasm Indiangrass 
Source-Identified Class of Natural Germplasm 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Forest 
Service and the South Carolina Native Plant Society announce the naming and release of a 
source identified ecotype of indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans (L.) nash.) for South Carolina. 

As a source identified release this plant will be referred to as Newberry Gerrnplasm Indiangrass 
to document its original collection location. The seed was collected in Newberry County, South 
Carolina by members of the South Carolina Native Plant Society and employees of the US Forest 
Service in South Carolina. Newberry Gerrnplasm Indiangrass is released as a source identified 
type of certified seed (Natural track). It has been assigned the NRCS accession number 
9085834. 

This alternative release procedure is justified because there are no existing commercial sources 
of South Carolina Indiangrass ecotypes. Propagation material of specific ecotypes is needed for 
conservation and restoration in South Carolina. 

The potential for immediate use is high, and commercial potential beyond South Carolina is 
limited. 

Collection Site Information: Newberry is located in Newberry, South Carolina. GPS 
coordinates North 34 24 02 .1 West 81 33 29 .2 Highway 176 on the US Forest Service National 
Forests. • 

Ecotype Description: Indiangrass is a tufted perennial; culms to 2.5 m tall; nodes usually 
appressed pubescent, intemodes glabrous. Blades to 6 dm long and 15 mm wide; ligules retuse 
to cordate, 4-6 mm long, appearing auriculate when split. Panicle 1-4 dm long, mostly 3-4 cm 
broad; rachis nodes usually appressed, pubescent, intemodes glabrous. Glumes yellowish 
brown, acute; lemmas ciliate, 4-5 mm long, awns yellowish, twisted, slightly geniculate, mostly 
1-2 cm long. (n = 10) 
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Ecological Considerations and Evaluation: Newberry Germplasm is a native plant material 
which has undergone no purposeful selection. Newberry Germplasm Indiangrass does not differ 
in rate or spread, seed production and vigor from other naturally occurring indiangrass. Since 
Newberry Germplasm is native material it is not expected to behave any differently in the 
environment than other native material. Newberry Germplasm was "OK to release" when 
evaluated through the "worksheet for conducting Environmental Evaluation ofNRCS plant 
releases". 

Anticipated Conservation Use: The potential use ofNewberry Germplasm lndiangrass 
includes erosion control on national forest, wildlife habitat improvement, and natural plant 
restoration on the Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests in South Carolina. Additionally, 
to provide a source of native indiangrass plant materials for South Carolina. 

Potential Area of Adaptation: Newberry Germplasm Indiangrass is adapted to the upland soils 
of South Carolina especially the Franc~s Marion and Sumter National Forest area. 

Availability of Plant Materials: N(?wberry Germplasm Indiangrass seed will be maintained by 
USDA-NRCS Jimmy Carter Plant Materials Center and will be available in limited quantities to 
growers in South Carolina. 
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Seed Collection: Newberry County 

South Carolina Native Plant Society collection ofsplitbeard seed 

Seed Orchard Seedling Plug Production 
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Signatures for release of: 
Newberry Germplasm Indiangrass 
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Plant Materials Partnership 
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Washington, D.C. , 
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Director, Ecological Sciences Division 
United States Department of Agriculture 
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