UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
AMERICUS, GEORGIA

NOTICE OF RELEASE
OF
“Kinchafoonee”
Virginia Wildrye Selected Class of Natural Germplasm

The Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture announces the
naming and release of a Selected ecotype of “Kinchafoonee” Virginia Wildrye (Elymus
virginicus) for the Southeastern U.S.

As a selected release this plant will be referred to as Kinchafoonee Germplasm Virginia Wildrye.
It has been assigned the number 426971. “Kinchafoonee” Germplasm is released as a selected
class of certified seed.

This alternative release procedure is justified because no commercial sources of Virginia wildrye
exist in the Southeastern U.S. The potential for immediate use is high and commercial potential
beyond specific uses is probably limited.

Collection Site Information: Kinchafoonee Germplasm was originally collected from native
plants located in Anderson County, Texas.

Description: Kinchafoonee Germplasm Virginia Wildrye is a native, perennial cool season
bunchgrass. Erect growth ranges from 68 — 110 c¢m in height with total culm height of 130 cm at
seed maturity. Plant basal width ranges from 4 — 8 cm with many basal leaves 20 — 37 ck long.
Leaves have a blue-green color. It blooms around early-mid June. Seed matures late July-
August. Seed are heavily awned.

Method of Breeding and Selection: A total of 6 Virginia wildrye accessions were evaluated at
Americus, Georgia from 1983 — 1984. All accessions were evaluated from survival, vigor, seed
production and overall growth. Kinchafoonee outperformed all others evaluated. It was well
adapted to this region.

Ecological Considerations and Evaluation: Kinchafoonee Germplasm Virginia Wildrye is a
selection of naturally occurring Germplasm and has undergone minimal purposeful selection.
Kinchafoonee Germplasm does not differ significantly in rate or spread, seed production and
vigor from naturally occurring Virginia wildrye. Kinchafoonee Germplasm was “OK to
Release” when evaluated through the “worksheet for Conducting and Environmental Evaluation
of NRCS Plant Releases”. See attached.



Anticipated Conservation Use: The potential uses of Kinchafoonee Germplasm Virginia
wildrye includes erosion control for field borders, logging roads, critical area treatments and cool
season cover crop.

Anticipated Area of Adaptation: Kinchafoonee Virginia Wildrye is a cool season low woods
plant also commonly found in open waste areas. It inhabits moderately well to well drained soils
and does well in full sunlight and partial sunlight.

Availability of Plant Materials: GO Seed (equivalent to Breeder Seed) will be maintained by
USDA-NRCS Jimmy Carter Plant Materials Center and is available in limited quantities to
interested parties for increase purposes.
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Elymus virginicus Summary Data

Acc. No. Vigor Foliage
HT (cm) WD (cm)

436972 4 35 15
436951 4 35 15
436971 2 50 15
T19888 5 25 10
436959 3 40 15
436969 3 40 15

Seed Production

Acc. Seed  Fill Uniformity Shatter Lodge Maturity
No. Amount Date
436972 4 3 3 3 3 7/30
436951 5 3 3 3 3 7/30
436971 3 3 3 3 3 7/30
T19888 5 3 3 3 3 7/30
436959 4 3 3 3 3 8/04
436969 4 3 3 3 3 8/04
Rating 1 -9
1 Best 9 Worst



State Conservationists’ Advisory Committee

Signatures for release of:
‘Kinchafoonee’ Virginia Wildrye Elymus virginicus
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Leonard Jordan Date
State Conservationist

United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Athens, Georgia

United States Departniz Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Columbia, South Carolina
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Mary K. Com Date
State Conservationist

United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Raleigh, North Carolina
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Robert Jones Date
State Conservationist

United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conseryagion Service
Auburn, Algbama
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Jameg Ford Date
State Conservationist

United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Nashville, Tennessee
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Charles Adams

Regional Conservationist

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Atlanta, Georgia
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Diane Gelburd

Director, Ecological Sciences Division
United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Washington, D.C.
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