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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY DIVISION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'SHARP' MARSHHAY CORDGRASS 

The United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation 
Service announce the naming and release of 'SHARP' marshhay 
cordgrass, Spartina patens (Ait.) Muhl. 

SHARP marshhay cordgrass was developed by the Americus, Georgia 
and Brooksville, Florida, Plant Materials Center. It was 
originally tested at the Americus, Georgia Plant Materials Center 
beginning in. late 1972. 

It is a selection from a native plant collection by Paul Don 
Landry, of the Soil Conservation Service, in 1972, from a tidal 
area at Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, Louisiana. 

SHARP was selected for release because it has a greater rate of 
spread, is better adapted to extreme southern climatic conditions 
and more diverse conservation uses than previously released 
'Avalon' and 'Flageo'. It is well adapted for Atlantic coastal 
areas from South Carolina south and the Gulf coast areas from 
Florida to Texas. Inland areas are Georgia to Arkansas (USDA 
Plant Hardiness Zone 8). 

Marshhay cordgrass is a native warm season, strongly rhizomatous 
perennial grass with erect stems, mostly less than forty inches 
tall. The rhizomes are long and slender, having a diameter of 
1/8- to 1/4-inch and produce most of the new growth. The 
slender, flexible culms support cauline leaves. Leaves are dark 
green with blades between 3/16- to 1/4-inch wide, varying from 
twenty to twenty four inches long, and are divergent. The leaves 
are glabrous on the underside, often rolling inward with the 
upper surface concealed. One to four spikes are formed on a 
smooth rachis. The spikes, less than three inches long, usually 
are purple. 

Field plantings of SHARP were made in Louisiana, Georgia, 
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Arkansas, Texas, and Virginia. 
Evaluation data has been recorded for twenty two years. 



t 

The principal conservation use of SHARP is coastal revegetation 
to control erosion of back dune areas~ Inland stabilization uses 
include waterways, gullies, roadbanks, minespoil and on saline 
oil seep areas. Nutrient reclamation for filter strips and 
irrigation fields where wastewater from agriculture and 
municipalities are applied are additional inland uses. 

SHARP is well adapted on sandy to clay soils, is salt tolerant 
and can tolerate occasional inundation by storm tides, however it 
performs best if established above the high tide elevation. It 
has the ability to trap and grow through thin deposits of wind 
blown sand. 

The root system produced by the long slender rhizomes, are 
capable of reaching great depths, making it desirable for use in 
inland critical area stabilization and saline oil seep areas. 

Foundation quality vegetative materials of SHARP will be 
distributed to potential growers in accordance with established 
procedures and will be available from the Brooksville Plant 
Materials Center, Brooksville, FL 34601, and Americus Plant 
Materials Center, Americus, GA 31709. 
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