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BROOKSVILLE 67 
GERMPLASM 
rhizoma peanut 

Arachis hagenbeckii Harms 
 

Brooksville 67 Germplasm is a tested class of rhizoma peanut 
germplasm, Arachis hagenbeckii Harms (=A. glabrata 
Benth.var. hagenbeckii [Harms] F.J. Herms) released in 2002 
by the Brooksivlle Plant Materials Center (PMC).  It was 
developed as a low growing, low maintenance perennial 
ground cover for use in alleys of tree crops, road right of 
ways, parking lot islands, and other turf areas where foot 
traffic is minimal.   

Description 
Brooksville 67 Germplasm is a rhizomatous long-lived perennial relative of the annual edible peanut (A. hypogea).  It is 
readily distinguished from other rhizoma peanut accessions because of its thick leaves which have a shiny waxy coating.  The 
canopy height of mature stands can be as low as 1 inch up to about 6 inches depending on environmental conditions.  It 
produces less biomass than forage types of rhizoma peanut such as ‘Arbrook’ or ‘Florigraze’ and produces relatively few 
yellow-orange flowers compared to other accessions evaluated.  Like other rhizoma peanut genotypes it produces very little 
seed and must be vegetatively established using rhizomes. 

Source 
All members of the Arachis genus are native to South America, and Brooksville 
67 Germplasm was collected in Corrientes Province, Argentina.  It was evaluated 
at the Brooksville Plant Materials Center (PMC) initially as PI 262801, but the 
original plots were abandoned.  Based on leaf appearance plants assumed to be PI 
262801 were later rescued from the abandoned plot area and assigned the 
Brooksville PMC accession number 9056067.   

Conservation Uses 
Brooksville 67 Germplasm was released for use as a low growing ground cover 
to reduce the amount of tillage in alleyways of perennial fruit crops and provide a 
source of sustainable nitrogen. Along roadways and in urban areas, it provides a 
low-maintenance, drought tolerant, disease resistant ground cover.  Grasses 
grown in association with Brooksville 67 Germplasm are noticeably greener 
because of the nitrogen it provides to the grass. It is not recommended for areas 
where frequent low mowing is required or in areas with heavy foot traffic.  

Area of Adaptation and Use 
Brooksville 67 Germplasm prefers moist, moderate to well-drained sandy or loamy soils in full sun to partial shade.  It does 
not survive in heavily wooded areas, areas with high water tables, or in highly droughty, sandy areas. In adaptation studies, it 
survived when planted in USDA Plant Hardiness Zones 8b and higher.   

Establishment and Management for Conservation Plantings 
Areas planted to Brooksville 67 Germplasm will need to have the existing vegetation killed prior to planting by tillage, 
herbicide, or a combination of both methods. Prepare a seedbed by tillage then cultipack prior to planting.  A similar seedbed 
is recommended for potted plants or sod.  Follow extension recommendation for fertilization during establishment and in 

Figure 1:  Close up of Brooksville 67 Germplasm showing hard, waxy 
looking leaflets.  

Figure 2:  Brooksville 67 Germplasm planted in 
alley between blueberry rows.  



subsequent years. The recommended rhizome planting rate is 80 to 100 bushels/acre.  When planting by hand, plant rows 20 
to 40 inches apart.  Mechanical sprig planters plant narrower rows, but hand planted and mechanically planted materials 
should both be planted 1 to 2 inches deep.  Inoculation is not required because sufficient rhizobium is transferred on 
rhizomes.  Rhizomes should be well covered and the area cultipacked after planting.  Rhizomes or potted plants also can be 
on 20- to 40-inch centers.  Sod strips can be cut into smaller pieces and spaced on 20- to 40-inch center or laid in a solid row 
or spaced so rows are no more than 40 inches apart.  Regardless of planting materials and method, closer spacings will result 
in less time to full coverage.  

The recommended planting date is during the winter when the rhizomes are dormant.  Summer planting dates can be used if 
rhizome material is available, but weed competition is usually greater during the summer.  Potted plants and sod can be 
planted any time of the year if irrigation is available. Irrigation will enhance establishment regardless of planting material 
used or time of year.  Mowing or herbicides may be used to control weeds. Consult with the local extension office for 
herbicide recommendations.   

Ecological Considerations 
All rhizoma peanut cultivars and germplasm produce relatively little seed, so spread is dependent upon transplanting or 
lateral growth of existing plants. Rhizoma peanut have been planted widely in Florida as forage for many years, and to date 
there has been no reports of rhizoma peanut invading adjacent natural plant communities.  Brooksville 67 Germplasm spreads 
less aggressively than most of the forage types, and it is assumed it will be even less likely to invade native sites.  Some 
selections of rhizoma peanut have proved to be too aggressive for alleyway plantings by encroaching on the commodity crop 
rows.  Herbicide have been used effectively to keep the rhizoma peanut in the alleys.  It is unknown if Brooksville 67 
Germplasm is that aggressive given its relatively slow spread rate.   

Seed and Plant Production 
Dedicated rhizome production fields produce the greatest amount of high-quality planting rhizomes.  With irrigation, newly 
established rhizome production field should not be dug for rhizome or sod sales until at least 2-year after planting.  Without 
irrigation, fields may not be mature enough to dig/harvest until 3 to 4 years after planting.  Even if the field is irrigated, do 
not graze, hay, mow or harvest rhizomes for a minimum of 2 years.  Potted material can be produced from rhizome any time 
of the year in Florida as long as irrigation available.  Use a well-drained potting mix for growing rhizomes.  One acre of a 
well-managed rhizome production fields will usually yield enough Brooksville 67 Germplasm rhizomes to plant 20-30 acres 
at the 80 bushels/acre rate.  Sod production rates are based on size and spacing of sod piece required.  Production of potted 
material is virtually unlimited from one acre of rhizome production field. 

Availability 
For conservation use:  Available as sod strips, as potted plants, and rhizomes from commercial sources. 

For seed or plant increase: G0 planting materials is being maintained at the University of Florida, Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences.  Direct requests for planting material to the Manager, USDA NRCS Brooksville Plant Materials 
Center. 

For More Information 
USDA NRCS Brooksville Plant Materials Center, 14119 Broad Street, Brooksville, FL 34610 
Phone: 352-796-9600 (www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/flpmc).     

Citation 
Release Brochure for Brooksville 67 Germplasm Rhizoma Peanut (Arachis hagenbeckii). 2023. USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Brooksville Plant Materials Center, Brooksville, Florida.  

For additional information about this and other plants, please contact your local USDA Service Center, NRCS field office, or 
Conservation District <http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/>, and visit the PLANTS Web site <http://plants.usda.gov> or the Plant 
Materials Program Web site <http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov> 
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