A Conservation Plant Released by The Natural Resources Conservation Service
Brooksville Plant Materials Center, Brooksville, Florida

‘FLORIGRAZE’
rhizoma peanut

Arachis glabrata Benth.

‘Florigraze’ rhizoma peanut, Arachis glabrata
Benth., was released in 1978 as a joint release of
University of Florida and the USDA NRCS
Brooksville Plant Materials Center (PMC;
formerly USDA SCS Brooksville PMC) for use

. Figure 1: Rhizoma perennial peanut hayfield. Photo: Alabama Extension Service.
as a pasture, hay, or silage crop. o izoma perennial peanut hayfi xenst :

Description

Florigraze is a selection of A. glabrata, which is a long-lived, rhizome producing, perennial relative of the edible annual
peanut (A. hypogea). It has narrower leaflets and finer rhizomes than ‘Arbrook’. Like other rhizoma peanut genotypes it
produces very little seed and must be vegetatively established using rhizomes. Florigraze is the most widely planted rhizoma
peanut cultivar to date, but its use for new plantings has declined in part due to its susceptibility to peanut stunt virus, which
effects yield under stressful environments, and the release of newer rhizoma peanut cultivars.

Source

In 1962, a rapidly growing seedling was found between two rhizoma peanut
evaluation plots at the University of Florida. The seedling was thought to be a
spontaneous hybrid, but genetic work now suggests it is a natural self. After years
of evaluation as GS-1 at the University of Florida and as Pl 421707 at the
Brookville PMC, it proved to be superior for forage production and rate of
establishment and was released as the cultivar Florigraze.

Conservation Uses

Florigraze rhizoma peanut is primarily recommended for grazing and hay
Figure 2: Rhizoma peanut 7 years after strip production. Under grazing, Florigraze is more persistent than the more upright
planting into bahiagrass sod. Dark green areas  cultivar Arbrook, but hay yields of Florigraze are only about 8,000 Ib/acre compared
are rhizoma peanut strips. Photo: J. Dubeux,  to about 10,000 Ib/acre for either Arbrook or the newer cultivars ‘UF Peace’ or ‘UF
UF/IFAS. Tito’. Although monocultures are recommended for hay production, grasses grown
in association with Florigraze are noticeably greener from the nitrogen provided by the rhizoma peanuts, which has been
estimated at 50 to 100 Ib/acre. Strip planting Florigraze or other grazing cultivars into existing grass sods has proved to be a
cost-effective method of producing mixed pasture mixtures. These mixed pastures require no nitrogen fertilization and have
consistently produced higher average daily gains than pure bahiagrass pasture fertilized with nitrogen.

Area of Adaptation and Use

Florigraze is adapted to moderately to well-drained soils in USDA Plant Hardiness Zones 8b and higher. Florigraze will not
winter kill in USDA Plant Hardiness Zones 8a but the growing period is shorter and the economic benefit from planting
Florigraze may become limiting.

Establishment and Management for Conservation Plantings

In most cases, areas to be planted with Florigraze will need to have the existing vegetation killed prior to planting by tillage,
herbicide, or a combination of both methods. The plant bed should be well prepared by tillage and then cultipacked prior to
planting. The recommended planting rate is 80 to 100 bushels/acre of rhizomes. Do not let rhizomes dry out or go through a
heat. Plant rhizomes within 24 hours of digging. Inoculation is not required because sufficient rhizobium is transferred on
rhizomes. Rhizomes can be broadcast and disked in or planted using a sprig planter. In Florida and Georgia, there are
commercial companies that can provide complete planting packages with sprigging equipment.



Regardless of planting method, plant rhizomes 1 to 2 inches deep and cultipack the field immediately after planting.
Recommended planting date for rhizomes is during the winter when rhizomes are dormant or during the summer rainy season
if rhizome materials are available, but weed competition is usually greater during the summer. Irrigation will enhance
establishment regardless of planting method or time of year. Mowing (topping) or herbicides may be used to control weeds;
consult local extension office for herbicide recommendations. Follow extension recommendations for rhizoma peanut
fertilization during establishment and for subsequent production. Recent studies have shown that nitrogen application of 45
Ib/acre during establishment enhances stand establishment if weeds are adequately controlled. It may take up to 2 to 3 years
for full stand coverage. Grazing management that favors the rhizoma peanut component of the mixed stand should be used,
particularly during the establishment period.

Ecological Considerations

All rhizoma peanut cultivars and germplasm produce relatively little seed, so spread is dependent upon transplanting or
lateral growth of existing plants. Florigraze rhizoma peanut have been planted widely in Florida as forage and for hay for
many years, and to date there has been no reports of rhizoma peanut invading adjacent natural communities. Under proper
management, Florigraze can outcompete bahiagrass which may cause broadleaf weed issues as the grass declines.

Seed and Plant Production

One acre of a well-managed rhizome production fields will usually yield enough Florigraze rhizomes to plant 20-30 acres at
the 80 bushels/acre rate. With irrigation, newly established rhizome production field should not be dug for rhizome sales
until at least 2-year after planting. Without irrigation, fields may not be mature enough for digging until 3 to 4 years after
planting. Dedicated rhizome production fields produce the greatest amount of high-quality planting rhizomes. They should
not be grazed or hayed and with irrigation, a minimum 2-year digging interval is needed to maximize rhizome yield and
quality. Without irrigation, a 3 to 4 year digging interval is recommended.

Availability
For conservation use: Rhizomes available from commercial sources.

For seed or plant increase: Foundation planting stock is maintained at the University of Florida, Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences. Requests for planting material for commercial production should be directed to the Manager, USDA
NRCS Brooksville Plant Materials Center.

For More Information
USDA NRCS Brooksville Plant Materials Center, 14119 Broad Street, Brooksville, FL 34610
Phone: 352-796-9600 (www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/flpmc).

Citation
Release Brochure for ‘Florigraze’ Rhizoma Peanut (Arachis glabrata). 2023. USDA-Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Brooksville Plant Materials Center. Brooksville, Florida.

For additional information about this and other plants, please contact your local USDA Service Center, NRCS field office, or
Conservation District <http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/>, and visit the PLANTS Web site <http://plants.usda.gov> or the Plant
Materials Program Web site <http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov>
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