
GETTING STARTED 
PLANTING A WILDFLOWER SEED MIX IS 
A GREAT WAY TO CREATE HABITAT FOR 
NATIVE POLLINATORS, beneficial insects, and 
honeybees. However, choosing which seed mix 
to buy can be a daunting task, as there are many 
different mixes available on the commercial market 
that vary widely in price and species composition . 
The following tips were compiled based on four 
years of trials at the Corvallis Plant Materials 
Center and should generally apply to most parts of 
western Oregon and Washington . 
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Percent of each species in the mix 
and total seeds per pound for the 
mix. Some vendors do not publish this 
information on their website or the seed 
label but will provide it if you ask them. If 
they are unable to supply this information, 
we recommend that you find another 
vendor who can tell you what you're 
buying. Use the percentages to determine 
the balance of annuals, short-lived 
perennials, and long-lived perennials in 
the mix (aim for 20-40% of each group). 

*VENDORS 
PRO TIME LAWN 
https ://ptlawnseed .com/ 

STEELE ACRES 
https://www.steeleacres.com/ 

NORTHWEST MEADOWSCAPES 
https://northwestmeadowscapes.com/ 

WILLAMETTE WILDINGS 
https ://wi llamettewi Id Ii ngs.com/ 

FURTHER READING 
Comparison of Commercially 
Available Pollinator Seed Mixes 
for Western Oregon 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/lnternet/ 
FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/ 
orpmcsr13455.pdf 

http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/ 
uploads/2013/01/lnstallGuideJobSheet_ 
WORandWA_ CnsrvCvr.pdf 

*This partial list of seed vendors is provided for 
informational purposes. It does not constitute an 
endorsement of the vendors, nor does it guarantee 
the reliability or quality of products. 

https://www.steeleacres.com/
https://ptlawnseed.com/
https://northwestmeadowscapes.com/
https://willamettewildlings.com/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/orpmcsr13455.pdf
http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/InstallGuideJobSheet_WORandWA_CnsrvCvr.pdf


NATIVE VS. 
NON-NATIVE 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Mixes don't need to be exclusively comprised 
of species native to western Oregon to provide 
good habitat for pollinators and beneficial insects. 
However, native species often establish and 
persist better over time, particularly perennials. 

In general , non-native annuals (whether from 
California or the Midwest) establish and re-seed at 
about the same rates as western Oregon natives 
and provide good first-year forage for native 
pollinators and European honeybees. 

Non-native perennials (such as blanketflower, 
coreopsis, black-eyed Susan, and purple 
coneflower) often do not establish and persist well 
from a seed mix, so should generally be avoided 
or only be included as a minor component of a 
mix. 

Be aware that even though mixes may have 
names like "Pacific Northwest Native Wildflower 
Mix," they may primarily include species that are 
not native to western Oregon. It's important to 
review the list of species in the mix and check it 
against the core list of recommended species in 
the table on page 4. 

Some native species in the flower seed trade 
have been bred or selected to have traits that are 
undesirable for pollinator mixes. Yarrow can be 
very aggressive, and Clarkias are sometime bred 
to have "double" flowers, making it difficult for bees 
to access. Other species in the flower seed trade, 
like California poppies, are bigger and brighter 
than the native ones, but do not seem to have 
taken on any undesirable traits. When in doubt, 
buy seed from vendors who use local ecotypes. 
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