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What we do

The Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center, located
in Coffeeville, Mississippi, is operated by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Our
mission is to develop, test, and transfer effective
state-of-the-art plant science technology to meet the
resource needs of our customers. Our program has an
excellent internal system for identifying current and
future plant materials needs, coupled with a seamless
system of product development and program
delivery.

By working with a broad range of plant species,
including grasses, forbs, trees, and shrubs, the Jamie
L. Whitten Plant Materials Center seeks to address
priority needs of NRCS field offices and land
managers in both the public and private sectors.

Conservation Objectives
The Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center works
closely with NRCS field offices and land managers

on a broad range of conservation concerns and issues.

Pastureland improvement, cropland erosion control,
critical area erosion control including urban
conservation, wildlife habitat enhancement, and
water quality improvement are the major
conservation issues in our service area:

Muississippi (excluding the Gulf Coast), the Delta
regions of Arkansas, Louisiana, Western Tennessee,
Southeastern Missouri, Southwestern Kentucky, and
the Blackland prairie of Central Alabama.

Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center service area.

To accomplish our mission objectives, we generate
numerous products including plant releases, written
plant science information, and public presentations.



2013 Highlights

Native Seed Collection for USFS

Staff from the Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials
Center harvested seed from native stands of
wildflowers and forbs on the Desoto National Forest
near Hattiesburg, MS and the Homochitto National
Forest near Brookhaven. For the past 2 years, The
Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center has been
working with the USFS to collect seed from National
Forest sites. This seed is being used by the USFS to
reseed disturbed areas. Seed was harvested using a
tractor-mounted flail-vac. The project resulted in
approximately 400 Ibs of bulk seed collected which
was comprised of several species including little
bluestem, purpletop tridens, beaked panicum,
switchgrass, partridge pea, rayless sunflower,
milkweed, liatris, and rattlesnake master.

Harvesting equipment secured on trailer.

Flail-vac in operation near Camp Shelby.

Cover Crop Studies

The Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center, along
with the Arkansas Plant Materials Center near
Booneville, are beginning some initial investigations
on the effects of cover crops on soil health. Plots
were set up on recently land-leveled crop fields. The
goal of these studies are to assess the ability of wheat,
rye, daikon radish, and crimson clover to restore soil
physical properties altered by land leveling.




Plant Materials in Production

e Lark Selection Partridge Pea
‘Quail Haven’ Reseeding Soybean
‘Halifax’ Maidencane
‘Highlander’ Eastern Gamagrass
‘Chiwapa’ Japanese Millet
‘Meechee’ Arrowleaf Clover
Morton Germplasm Shrub Willow
9062821 Switchgrass

9002928 Beaked Panicum
Pangburn Switchgrass

Indian Bayou Source Powdery Thalia
Leflore Source Creeping Burhead

Active Studies (Total: 17)
Cropland (5)
Pasture/Hayland (4)
Critical Area/Buffers (4)
Wildlife Habitat (4)

Written Technology Transfer (Total: 8)

e Annual Reports (2)
e Technical Papers (1)
e Newsletters (2)

Oral Technology Transfer
e Training Presentations (3)
e PMC Tours (2)
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PMC Staff

Delmer Stamps — Acting Manager
(601-965-5205, Ext. 2122)
Tommy Moss — Agronomist
(662-675-2588 Ext 123)

Jon Allison — Gardener
(662-675-2588 Ext 118)
Rhonda Goolshy — Secretary
(662-538-0030 Ext 3)

Delon Price - WAE
(662-675-2588 Ext 110)

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees and applicants for employment on the
bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status,
familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected
genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all

programs and/or employment activities.)



