
The color of soil is one of the few things in nature that is arguably of equal interest to both
natural resource scientists and children at play. Successful soil scientists and surveyors
appreciate the tremendous quantity of information that is typically related to soil color
variation in depth and space. While not always entirely quantitative, soil color supports a
practical, qualitative scaffolding for our understanding of a landscape’s recent and long-
term history, clues about dominant mineralogy, a striking picture of where organic matter
has accumulated, and many other factors that affect our use and understanding of the soil
resource.

Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service
nrcs.usda.gov/

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.

5 cm

50 cm

125 cm


