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How To Use This Soil Survey

General Soil Map

The general soil map, which is the color map preceding the detailed soil maps, shows the survey area

divided into groups of associated soils called general soil map units. This map is useful in planning the
use and management of large areas.

To find information about your area of interest, locate that area on the map, identify the name of the

map unit in the area on the color-coded map legend, then refer to the section General Soil Map Units
for a general description of the soils in your area.

Detailed Soil Maps

The detailed soil maps follow the general soil map. These maps can . /(
be useful in planning the use and management of small areas. L
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page where each map MAP SHEET
unit is described.

The Summary of Tables shows which table has data on a specific land use for each detailed soil map
unit. See Contents for sections of this publication that may address your specific needs.



This soil survey is a publication of the National Cooperative Soil Survey, a
joint effort of the United States Department of Agriculture and other Federal
agencies, State agencies including the Agricultural Experiment Stations, and
local agencies. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly the Soil
Conservation Service) has leadership for the Federal part of the National
Cooperative Soil Survey.

Major fieldwork for this survey was completed in 1989. Soil names and
descriptions were approved in 1991. Unless otherwise indicated, statements in
this publication refer to conditions in the survey area in 1990. This soil survey
was made cooperatively by the Natural Resources Conservation Service; the
University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, Agricultural
Experiment Stations, and Soil and Water Science Department; the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; and the Florida Department
of Transportation. It is part of the technical assistance furnished by the Levy
County Soil and Water Conservation District. The Levy County Board of
Commissioners contributed office space for the soil scientists.

Soil maps in this survey may be copied without permission. Enlargement of
these maps, however, could cause misunderstanding of the detail of mapping. If
enlarged, maps do not show the small areas of contrasting soils that could have
been shown at a larger scale.

All programs and services of the Natural Resources Conservation Service are
offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or handicap.

Cover: Cattle and live oak in an area of Pedro-Jonesville-Shadeville complex, 0 to 5 percent
slopes.
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Foreword

This soil survey contains information that can be used in land-planning
programs in Levy County, Florida. It contains predictions of soil behavior for
selected land uses. The survey also highlights limitations and hazards inherent
in the soil, improvements needed to overcome the limitations, and the impact of
selected land uses on the environment.

This soil survey is designed for many different users. Farmers, ranchers,
foresters, and agronomists can use it to evaluate the potential of the soil and the
management needed for maximum food and fiber production. Planners,
community officials, engineers, developers, builders, and home buyers can use
the survey to plan land use, select sites for construction, and identify special
practices needed to ensure proper performance. Conservationists, teachers,
students, and specialists in recreation, wildlife management, waste disposal, and
pollution control can use the survey to help them understand, protect, and
enhance the environment.

Great differences in soil properties can occur within short distances. Some
soils are seasonally wet or subject to flooding. Some are shallow to bedrock.
Some are too unstable to be used as a foundation for buildings or roads. Clayey
or wet soils are poorly suited to use as septic tank absorption fields. A high
water table makes a soil poorly suited to basements or underground
installations.

These and many other soil properties that affect land use are described in this
soil survey. Broad areas of soils are shown on the genera! soil map. The location
of each soil is shown on the detailed soil maps. Each soil in the survey area is
described. Information on specific uses is given for each soil. Help in using this
publication and additional information are available at the local office of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service or the Cooperative Extension Service.

T. Niles Glasgow
State Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Levy CounTy is in the northwestern part of the
Florida Peninsula (fig. 1). It is bordered on the
northwest by Dixie County, on the north by Gilchrist
County, on the northeast by Alachua County, on the
east by Marion County, on the south by Citrus County,
and on the west by the Gulf of Mexico. The
northwestern boundary of Levy County is the Suwannee
River, and the southern boundary is the Withlacoochee
River. Bronson is the county seat. It is in the
northeastern part of Levy County.

The total area of Levy County is 749,478 acres, or
approximately 1,171 square miles. Of this total,
approximately 703,718 acres is land and small areas of
water. Large shallow lakes and waterways make up the
remaining acreage.

The main economic enterprises in the county are
related to agriculture. They include the production of
timber, hay, livestock, and truck and row crops.

General Nature of the County

This section provides general information about
environmental and cultural factors that affect the use
and management of soils in Levy County. It describes
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Figure 1.—Location of Levy County in Florida.




climate, history and development, physiography and
geomorphology, geology and stratigraphy, water
resources, mineral resources, farming, and
transportation facilities.

Climate

The climate of Levy County is characterized by long,
warm, humid summers. Winters are generally warm, but
have occasional invasions of cool air from the north.
Rainfall occurs throughout the year, and precipitation is
adequate for all crops. On rare occasions hurricanes
occur in the area.

Table 1 gives data on temperature and precipitation
for the survey area as recorded at Cross City in the
period 1951 to 1980. Table 2 shows probable dates of
the first freeze in fall and the last freeze in spring. Table
3 provides data on length of the growing season.

In winter, the average temperature is 54 degrees F
and the average daily minimum temperature is 41
degrees. The lowest temperature on record, which
occurred at Usher Tower on January 22, 1985, is 9
degrees. In summer, the average temperature is 80
degrees and the average daily maximum temperature is
91 degrees. The highest recorded temperature, which
occurred at Usher Tower on June 4, 1985, is 103
degrees.

Growing degree days are shown in table 1. They are
equivalent to “heat units.” During the month, growing
degree days accumulate by the amount that the
average temperature each day exceeds a base
temperature (50 degrees F). The normal monthly
accumulation is used to schedule single or successive
plantings of a crop between the last freeze in spring
and the first freeze in fall.

The total annual precipitation is about 57 inches. Of
this, 37 inches, or 65 percent, usually falis in April
through September. The growing season for most crops
is included in this period. In 2 years out of 10, the
rainfall in April through September is less than 30
inches. The heaviest 24-hour rainfall was 38.7 inches at
Yankeetown on September 5-6, 1950, which is a record
for the nation. Thunderstorms occur on about 83 days
each year, and most occur in June and July.

Snowfall is rare. In 99 percent of the winters, there is
no measurable snowfall. In 1 percent, the snowfall,
usually of short duration, is less than 1 inch.
Temperatures of 32 degrees F or less occur on an
average of 29 days per year.

The average relative humidity in midafternoon is
about 55 percent. Humidity is higher at night, and the
average at dawn is about 90 percent. The sun shines
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65 percent of the time possible in summer and 60
percent in winter. The prevailing wind is from the
southwest. Average windspeed is highest, 8 miles per
hour, in March and April (26, 27).

History and Development

Noreen Andrews, librarian, Bronson Public Library, prepared this
section.

In the early 1600’s Timucuan Indians had villages
throughout the area that is now Levy County. In the
early 1800’s when European settlers arrived in the area,
the Tallohasotte Indians had settled at Clay Landing.

The Armed Occupation Act of 1842 offered land to
people who would settle in the area. Many of the oldest
families from the southeastern states received land at
this time. The area that is now Levy County was part of
Alachua County when Florida became a territory of the
United States in March of 1822. Levy County was
formed when Florida gained statehood in March of
1845. It was named for David Yulee Levy, a resident of
Levy County who was Florida’s first U.S. Senator. David
Levy was responsible for bringing the first railroad to
Florida. The railroad was completed in 1861. It
connected Fernandina in northeastern Florida and
Cedar Key in Levy County. Levyville was the original
county seat, but Bronson became the county seat in
1869.

Atsenie Otie, a small island in the Gulf of Mexico off
the coast of Cedar Key, had a depot and a hospital that
were built by Union troops during the Civil War. The
Union troops patrolled the waters of the Suwannee
River and the Gulf of Mexico to prevent cotton
shipments from reaching Confederate ports. The
population of Atsenie Otie later grew to nearly 5,000.
Most of these people were employed by the pencil
factory that was established in 1880 to make use of the
abundant cedar trees in the area.

Many of the small communities that were established
along the early railroad line no longer exist. Present-day
towns are growing. Cedar Key has commercial fishing
and tourism. Gulf Hammock also provides excelient
opportunities for recreational and sporting activities. It
has approximately 132,000 acres, most of which is
timberland. Yankeetown and Inglis are on the
Withlacoochee River. The town of Crystal River has a
nuclear power plant that is important to the economy of
the area.

Levy County is primarily rural. Agriculture, fishing,
and timber production form the economic basis for the
area.
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Physiography and Geomorphology

Frank R. Rupert, geologist, Florida Geological Survey, prepared
this section and the sections on geology and stratigraphy, water
resources, and mineral resources.

Levy County is near the northern edge of the Mid-
peninsular Zone (30). This zone spans the Florida
Peninsula from the lower edge of the topographically
higher Northern Highlands southward to approximately
the Caloosahatchee River. The Mid-peninsular Zone is
divided into a series of geomorphic subzones that are
differentiated by elevation. Two of these subzones are
in Levy County. They are the Central Highlands and the
Gulf Coastal Lowlands subzones (30). Figure 2 shows
geologic cross sections in Levy County, and figures 3
and 4 illustrate the underlying stratigraphy of these
cross sections.

The Central Highlands subzone includes a series of
highlands and ridges that are separated by valleys, all
of which generally parallel the coastline down through

the central Florida Peninsula. Two geomorphic
subdivisions of the Central Highlands subzone are in
Levy County. They are the Western Valley and the
Brooksville Ridge geomorphic subdivisions.

The Western Valley geomorphic subdivision borders
the eastern edge of Levy County (30). It includes the
local area of the Williston Limestone Plain (29). The
terrain is characteristically a gently rolling karst
limestone plain overlain by a thin blanket of Pleistocene
sands and containing pockets of phosphatic Alachua
Formation sediments. Outcrops of the underlying
Eocene limestones are common. Elevations on the
Williston Limestone Plain in Levy County generally
range from 60 to 90 feet above mean sea level.

The Brooksville Ridge geomorphic subdivision
extends from northeastern Gilchrist County southward
through eastern Levy County and terminates 110 miles
to the south in Pasco County. In Levy County the ridge
sediments overlie highly karstic Eocene limestone. The
core of the ridge is largely comprised of Pleistocene
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Figure 3.—Geologic cross section A-A’ in Levy County. The numbers preceded by “W” are well numbers. “T.D.” means total depth.

siliciclastics and is capped by a depression-pocked
rolling plain of Pleistocene marine sands. Surface
elevations range from 60 feet above mean sea level at
the western edge of the ridge to approximately 135 feet
above mean sea level in areas of the crest.

The Gulf Coastal Lowlands subzone parallels the
Gulf Coast of Florida from Fort Myers northward and
then westward around the Big Bend to the Alabama
State line. In the vicinity of Levy County, the Gulf
Coastal Lowlands extend inland from the Gulf of Mexico
distances of between 15 and 30 miles, terminating at
the western edge of the Brooksville Ridge. The Gulf
Coastal Lowlands in Levy County are characterized by
broad, flat marine erosional plains that are underlain by
Eocene limestones and blanketed by thin Pleistocene
sands deposited by the regressing Gulf of Mexico.
Elevations within this province range from mean sea
level at the Gulf shoreline to about 60 feet above mean
sea level near the Brooksville Ridge. Levy County
includes several geomorphic subdivisions of the Gulf
Coastal Lowlands subzone. These include the
Waccasassa Flats, the Limestone Shelf and
Hammocks, the Chiefland Limestone Plain, the

Suwannee River Valley Lowlands, and the Coastal
Marsh Belt geomorphic subdivisions (29).

The Waccasassa Flats is a low, swampy area that is
generally about 5 miles wide and 25 miles long. It
extends from the Santa Fe River in Gilchrist County
southeastward into central Levy County (29). Elevations
average about 55 feet above mean sea level throughout
most of the flats. However, isolated sandhills that are
possibly associated with Wicomico marine terrace
deposits and the Brooksville Ridge reach elevations of
nearly 70 feet above mean sea level. At the southern
terminus of the flats, the zone broadens to about 14
miles in width and elevations decrease to 30 feet above
mean sea level as the flats merge into the hammocks of
southwestern Levy County. The Waccasassa River,
which originates as a poorly defined channel in the
swamps, lakes, and titi ponds in northern Levy County,
drains the lower reaches of the Waccasassa Flats. It
flows southwestward and empties into the Gulf of
Mexico. The upper portion of the Waccasassa River
flows in a poorly defined channel in sandy alluvium.
West of U.S. Highway 19 the river is incised into a
limestone channel. A narrow Holocene flood plain of
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mud and sand occurs near the coast where the river
merges with the coastal swamps.

The origin of the Waccasassa Flats is uncertain. The
flats could be a remnant stream valley, possibly of the
ancestral Suwannee River, or they could be of ergsional
marine origin (29). The predominance of relict marine
features throughout the flats supports the theory of
marine origin (74).

The Limestone Shelf and Hammeocks geomorphic
subdivision includes the Pamlico Terrace (29). It is
characterized by a highly karstic, erosicnal limestone
plain overlain by sand dunes, ridges, and sand belts
along ancient shorelines that parallel the coastline and
are associated with the Pleistocene-age Pamlico marine
terrace (approximately 10 to 25 feet above mean sea
level). The irregular, highly solutioned limestone of
Eocene age that underlies this area is covered by a
layer of Pleistocene sands. Near the coast the
limestone shelf is covered by the coastal marshes.
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Inland, the limestone rises gently to an elevation of
about 20 feet above mean sea level. The area is
heavily forested. Numerous artesian springs flow from
the near-surface limestone, and during periods of heavy
rainfall, much of the area floods to form a shallow
swamp. Drainage from the coastal hammocks occurs
through numerous small creeks and sloughs, which
empty into the coastal marshes.

The Chiefland Limestone Plain is the flat, karstic
limestone shelf in northwestern Levy County that is
associated with the Wicomico Terrace of the
Pleistocene age (29). It extends from Gilchrist County
southward into Levy County and terminates at the
Limestone Shelf and Hammocks subdivision. It is
bounded by the Waccasassa Flats on the east. The
terrain is generally flat to rolling. It is characterized by a
veneer of well drained Pleistocene sands, generally less
than 30 feet thick, that overlie the solutioned Eocene
limestones. Elevations range from 25 feet above mean
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sea level at the southern edge of the plain to nearly 50
feet above mean sea level at the Levy-Gilchrist County
line.

The Suwannee River forms the northwestern
boundary of Levy County and emgpties into the Gulf of
Mexico. This river flows in a solution valley, formed in
the near-surface Eocene limestones. The Suwannee
River Valley Lowlands geomorphic subzone is
immediately adjacent to the river. A thin veneer of
Holocene alluvium and exposed limestone forms the
base of this subzone (29). The broadly meandering
valley is less than 1 mile wide over most of its course,
broadening to about 2.5 miles wide just northwest of
Chiefland. Valley floor elevations average about 5 feet
above mean sea level. Along its lower stretch, the river
valley is covered by marshes of the Coastal Marsh Belt
zone.

The Coastal Marsh Belt is situated on the drowned,
seaward edge of the Eocene limestone shelf that
underlies Levy County. Elevations are less than 5 feet
above mean sea level. The gentle slope of the
limestone plain results in a very broad, shallow
continental shelf off the Florida Big Bend. Sediments
are predominantly muds and alluvial sands. Partially
because of an inadequate amount of sand, this area
has virtually no beaches (79). Marshes of juncus and
spartina grasses fringe the coastline. A series of small
islets or keys, comprised of limestone pinnacles or
alluvial sand, are common offshore from the coast.

Geology and Stratigraphy

The oldest rock commonly penetrated by wells in
Levy County is marine limestone of the Avon Park
Formation of Eocene age. Undifferentiated surficial
sands, clayey sands, and alluvium of Pleistocene to
Holocene age are the youngest sediments. The Avon
Park Formation and the younger limestone overlying it
are important freshwater aquifers. The paragraphs that
follow describe the sediments of Eocene age and
younger.

The Avon Park Formation is a lithologically variable
carbonate unit of middle Eocene age that underlies all
of Levy County (77). It is typically tan, buff, and brown
dolomite that is commonly interbedded with white, light
cream, and yellowish gray limestones and dolomitic
limestones and contains varying amounts of peat,
lignite, and plant remains according to Florida
Geological Survey bulletins and in-house lithologic files
(29). Mollusks, echinoids, and foraminifera, where
preserved, are the principal fossils. The top of this
formation varies in depth from surface outcrop along the
crest of the Ocala Platform to nearly 150 feet in
northern and eastern Levy County. Surface exposures
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occur in two large areas. The first area is around and
west of the town of Gulf Hammock, and the second
extends from directly south of Lebanon Station
southeastward into Citrus County. According to Florida
Geological Survey in-house well files, oil test wells,
which have penetrated the entire Avon Park Formation
section under Levy County, reveal a total thickness for
this formation of approximately 800 to 1,100 feet.

The Ocala Group consists of marine limestones that
unconformably overlie the Avon Park Formation in all of
Levy County except along the crest of the Ocala
Platform, where the younger limestones erosionally
pinch out against the Avon Park Formation (12, 29). In
ascending order, the Ocala Group consists of the Inglis
Formation, the Williston Formation, and the Crystal
River Formation. These formations are differentiated on
the basis of lithology and fossil content. Typically, the
lithology of the Ocala Group grades from the alternating
hard and soft, white, tan, and gray, fossiliferous and
dolomitic limestones of the Inglis Formation and the
lower Williston Formation to the white and cream,
abundantly fossiliferous, chalky limestones of the upper
Williston Formation and the Crystal River Formation.
Foraminifera, mollusks, bryozoans, and echinoids are
the most abundant fossils in sediments of the Ocala
Group.

The thickness of the Ocala Group sediments in Levy
County averages about 100 feet. In the vicinity of Gulf
Hammock and south of Lebanon Station, the Ocala
Group thins and pinches out against the structurally
high Avon Park Formation. Depth to the irregular and
highly solutioned top of the Ocala Group is generally
less than 50 feet. In western Levy County and offshore
along the coast, a thin layer of sand covers the
limestone and exposures in the form of limestone
boulders and pinnacles are common. Surface
exposures also are common east of the Brooksville
Ridge on the Williston Limestone Plain.

Because of their permeable and cavernous nature,
the Ocala Group limestones are important freshwater-
bearing units of the Floridian aquifer system. Many
wells in Levy County draw drinking water from the
upper units of this group.

The Alachua Formation is a complex unit. It was
originally defined as only the sand and clay infillings in
the older karst depressions or stream channels (6). The
formation was later considered to be a mixture of
discontinuous, interbedded clay, sand, and sandy clay,
including commercially important phosphatic sand and
gravel sediments (29, 13). In Levy County the Alachua
Formation underlies areas of the Brooksville Ridge.
Scattered remnants of the formation occupy
depressions in the Williston Limestone Plain and along
the northeast edge of the Chiefland Limestone Plain
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(29). The lithology is highly diverse. On a regional
basis, the base of the formation contains minable ore
and is a rubble of phosphatic rock, silicified limestone
float, silicified wood, and occasional vertebrate fossils in
a matrix of cream, gray, and greenish gray clays and
phosphatic clays (29). Quartz sandy phosphatic clay of
varying thickness overlies this bed.

The phosphate rock is a minor constituent of the
Alachua Formation. Mining this rock was economicaily
feasible for many years. The rock occurs in various
modes, including clay- to boulder-sized clasts and
replacements of limestone and laminated phosphate
(plate rock). Because the Alachua Formation was
deposited on the eroded, highly karstic, and possibly
faulted surface of the Ocala Group limestones, its
thickness varies considerably over short distances.
Most of the minable deposits are on the eastern edge of
the Brooksville Ridge.

The origin and age of the Alachua Formation are
uncertain. According to one theory, the formation is an
in situ accumulation of weathered Hawthorn Group
sediments of Miocene age (5). According to another
theory, the formation originated as a largely terrestrial
deposit consisting of lacustrine and fluviatile
components (713). One suggestion is that it was
deposited in an estuarine environment (4). According to
a more recent theory, the Alachua Formation is
weathered and possibiy reworked Hawthorn Group
sediments but is not part of the Hawthorn Group (76).

An age range of Miocene to Pleistocene, based
primarily on vertebrate fossils, has been postulated for
the Alachua Formation. This wide range tends to
support the concept that the Alachua Formation
consists of time-transgressive, reworked sediments in
which younger vertebrate fauna were incorporated
during each successive deposition.

Much of the core of the Brooksville Ridge in Levy
County consists of reddish, clayey coarse sands. The
sands are lithologically similar to those of the Citronelle
Formation of the Panhandle and the Cypresshead
Formation of peninsular Florida, which are both
considered to be of late Pliocene to Early Pleistocene
age. For the purposes of this survey, these variably
colored red, orange, and pink siliciclastics, some of
which contain fossil burrows, are considered
undifferentiated Plio-Pleistocene sediments.

Undifferentiated Pleistocene marine quartz sands and
clayey sands form a thin veneer over all of Levy
County. In the western part of the county and on the
Williston Limestone Plain, these sands are generally
less than 20 feet thick and directly overlie the Ocala
Group limestone. In east-central Levy County, they cap
reddish coarse clastics and the Alachua Formation.
Many of the larger and higher sand bodies in the county

are relict dunes, bars, and barrier islands associated
with various Pleistocene stands at sea level. The higher
crests on the Brooksville Ridge, more than 100 feet
above mean sea level, are associated with the
Sunderland and Okefenokee Terraces (9). With the
exception of the Suwannee River Valley Lowlands,
which is part of the Pamlico and Silver Bluff Terraces,
and the Limestone Sheif and Plain, which contains
Penholoway, Talbot, and Pamlico Terrace deposits, the
surficial siliciclastic sediments that occur throughout the
rest of Levy County are Wicomico terrace deposits

(29, 9).

A white to gray, fossiliferous, freshwater marl
commonly occurs along the banks and in the valleys of
the Withlacoochee and Suwannee Rivers. This marl
generally contains an abundant freshwater mollusk
fauna of Holocene age and can range to 4 feet in
thickness (29, 74). Quartz sand and mud alluvium of
Holocene age form bars and form the base of the
valleys of most major streams in Levy County.

Water Resources

Three major rivers pass through Levy County and
empty into the Gulf of Mexico. These are the Suwannee
River in the northwestern part of the county, the
Waccasassa River in the central part, and the
Withlacoochee River in the southern part. The
Suwannee and Withlacoochee Rivers are navigable by
motorboat throughout Levy County. The Waccasassa
River is navigable for a distance of only about 5 miles
upstream from its mouth. Numerous small streams and
creeks transect the coastal limestone shelf and feed
into these three rivers or directly into the Gulf of
Mexico. Rivers and creeks are conspicuously absent in
areas of the Chiefland and Williston Limestone Plains
and the Brooksville Ridge. However, these areas are
adequately drained by networks of underground caverns
that are fed by numerous sinkholes and solution pipes
that extend to the surface. Freshwater springs are
another common phenomena in the area. Four large
springs and numerous smaller ones are scattered
throughout the county. Manatee Spring, near Chiefland,
and Fanning Spring, near the town of Fanning Springs,
feed into the Suwannee River. Blue Spring, near
Bronson, and Wekiva Spring, near the town of Gulf
Hammock, feed into the Waccasassa River. Manatee
Spring, the largest of the four springs, pours out 116.9
million gallons of crystal clear water each day.
Numerous shallow lakes and marshes are throughout
the county.

Two main aquifer systems underlie Levy County.
These are the surficial aquifer system and the
underlying Floridian aquifer system. Water in these



aquifers is derived mainly from precipitation in Levy
County and the adjoining counties.

The surficial aquifer system is the uppermost
freshwater aquifer in Levy County. It is nonartesian and
is contained within the interbedded sands and clays of
the Alachua Formation and the overlying Plio-
Pleistocene siliciclastics and marine terrace sands
directly overlying the Ocala Group limestone. Generally,
the surficial aquifer system ranges from 10 to 50 feet in
thickness. The thicker portions are located under the
higher geomorphic sand ridges of central and eastern
Levy County. The surficial aquifer system is unconfined,
and its upper surface is the water table. Generally, the
elevation of the water table fluctuates with the rate of
precipitation and conforms to the topography of the land
surface. The surficial aquifer system is largely
recharged through rainfall that percolates downward
through the loose surficial siliciclastic sediments and, to
a lesser extent, through upward seepage from the
underlying Floridian aquifer system. The surficial aquifer
system may yield quantities of water suitable for
consumption, but in some areas concentrations of iron
and tannic acid can impart a poor taste and color to the
water.

The Floridian aquifer system is comprised of
thousands of feet of Eocene marine limestone, including
the Avon Park Formation and the Ocala Group. It is the
principal source of drinking water in Levy County. It
occurs as an unconfined, nonartesian aquifer in portions
of western, northern, and eastern Levy County, where
porous Pleistocene quartz sand directly overlies the
limestone. In areas of east-central and eastern Levy
County, where clay beds in the Alachua Formation and
undifferentiated Pleistocene siliciclastics form confining
units that are slowly permeable, the Floridian may
function as an artesian aquifer. Depth to the top of the
Floridian aquifer generally corresponds to the depth to
limestone. It ranges from less than 5 feet in the coastal
marshes and in the valleys of the Suwannee and
Waccasassa Rivers to nearly 50 feet under the
Brooksville Ridge. The potentiometric gradient is
generally west-southwestward. The Floridian aquifer
system in Levy County is recharged by the percolation
of rainfall through the permeable surficial sands in the
northwestern and eastern parts of the county. The
slowly permeable siliciclastics under the Waccasassa
Flats retard downward percolation and result in only low
or moderate recharge in this area (17). Discharge
occurs in areas on the coastal limestone shelf, on
coastal hammocks, and on coastal marshes because
the potentiometric surface of the Floridian aquifer
system is at or near land surface. Water leaves the
Floridian aquifer system through natural gradient and
subsequent discharge through the numerous springs
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and seeps in areas along the river valley lowlands and
on hammocks and in the coastal marsh belt,

Mineral Resources

This section provides information on the extent of
and the mining potential for mineral commodities in
Levy County. The principal mineral commodities are
sand, phosphate, limestone, dolomite, and clay.

A number of shallow, private pits in Levy County are
mined for fill sand and aggregate. Sand deposits of
Pleistocene age occur as thin veneers over the
limestone plains and in thicker concentrations in the
marine terrace deposits on and adjacent to the
Brooksville Ridge. Since the local demand for sand
products is insufficient, the potential for commercial
mining is low at this time.

Phosphatic sands, clays, and limestones of the
Alachua Formation deposits along the Brooksville Ridge
have been mined since the early 1900’s. Hard rock
phosphate, a calcium fluorapatite mixture, occurs as a
replacement of limestone float contained in basal
Alachua Formation sediments and on top of the Ocala
Group. The clays within the Alachua Formation contain
colloidal phosphate and make up what is termed soft
rock phosphate.

Historically, hard rock phosphate mining in Levy
County has been concentrated along the Brooksville
Ridge and in areas of the Williston Limestone Plain
(29). Presently, no active phosphate mines are in the
county. Although deposits probably still exist under the
Brooksville Ridge, future mining activity will depend
largely on the market prices of phosphate and the
economic stability of the phosphate industry.

Avon Park Formation dolomite is near the surface in
the vicinity of the town of Gulf Hammock and southward
almost to the Citrus County line. Two companies
currently operate pits near Gulf Hammock. The
extracted dolomite is used as concrete aggregate and
soil conditioner and as filler in bituminous mixes (10).

Ocala Group limestones are near the surface under
most of Levy County. High-purity rock of road base
quality is concentrated in the Chiefland and Wiiliston
Limestone Plains. Aggregate and secondary road base
grades form the base of the Limestone Shelf and
Hammocks and the Coastal Marshes of western Levy
County. Three companies currently operate quarries in
the Williston area. The Levy County Road Department
extracts road base material from small, local pits.
Because of the extensive deposits of limestone in the
county, the potential for mining is high.

Deposits of clay and sandy clay are associated with
Wicomico and Pamlico Terrace deposits in Levy County
(29). Most of these deposits are contained in and
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interbedded with other sediments, usually on a very
irregular limestone surface. Therefore, the clay deposits
can vary considerably in lithology and thickness. Clays
tested from two locations in Levy County showed poor
strength characteristics, precluding their use in
structural products (29). However, by mixing the
products and adding fluxes, a pottery-grade clay was
produced. Reserve estimates have not been made, and
the future exploitation of Levy County clay deposits will
depend largely on more extensive exploration and
testing, as well as market demand.

An extensive deposit of limonite, an iron-oxide
mineral, occupies solution depressions in the Ocala
Group limestones in an area northeast of Chiefland. A
section of limonite nodules that is 20 feet in thickness is
in a pit east of Chiefland. An estimated reserve of
50,000 tons is available in the area (29). The most
feasible use would be as ochre pigment in paint. Local
residents claim that the Confederates operated a
smelting furnace in the area during the Civil War and
produced iron from the deposit (29).

Farming

About 108,000 acres, or 15.3 percent of the total
area of Levy County, is used for pasture or crops. The
principal crops are watermelons, peanuts, sorghum,
corn, soybeans, and small grain. Some tobacco also is
grown. Cattle, hogs, and horses are the main livestock.
Pensacola bahiagrass and improved bermudagrass are
the most common pasture grasses used for grazing or
hay.

Much of the cropland in Levy County is droughty.
Sprinkler irrigation systems are commonly used to
produce many crops. Wind erosion generally is a
problem if cropland is unprotected. Protective
measures, such as installing windstrips or field
windbreaks, are generally recommended.

Historically, farming in Levy County has been
dominated by pasture and row crop rotations and by the
production of pine trees. Future farming trends will
probably include a gradual decrease in pasture and row
crop production as urban development and woodland
production increase to meet demands.

The Levy County Soil and Water Conservation
District was organized in 1947 to provide an organized
system for assisting farmers, land users, and public
agencies with problems related to soil and water
conservation.

Transportation Facilities

Levy County is served by good transportation
facilities. Three major Federal highways, U.S. Highway

19, U.S. Highway 27, and U.S. Highway 41, pass
through the county. Numerous State and county roads
serve most parts of the county. Freight rail service is
available in the eastern and northern parts of the
county. No passenger rail service is available. Williston
Municipal Airport, near Williston, has runway facilities
capable of handling large passenger and cargo planes
but does not receive scheduled flights. A small public
landing strip is in Cedar Key. The county also has
several private landing strips that are capable of
handling smail- to medium-sized planes. No scheduled
airline service is available in the county. Passenger bus
service is available. A terminal is operated near
Chiefland.

How This Survey Was Made

This survey was made to provide information about
the soils in the survey area. The information includes a
description of the soils and their location and a
discussion of the suitability, limitations, and
management of the soils for specified uses. Soil
scientists observed the steepness, length, and shape of
slopes; the general pattern of drainage; the kinds of
crops and native plants growing on the soils; and the
kinds of bedrock. They dug many holes to study the soil
profile, which is the sequence of natural layers, or
horizons, in a soil. The profile extends from the surface
down into the unconsolidated material from which the
soil formed. The unconsolidated material is devoid of
roots and other living organisms and has not been
changed by other biological activity.

The soils in the survey area occur in an orderly
pattern that is related to the geology, landforms, relief,
climate, and natural vegetation of the area. Each kind of
soil is associated with a particular kind of landscape or
with a segment of the landscape. By observing the soils
in the survey area and relating their position to specific
segments of the landscape, a soil scientist develops a
concept, or model, of how the soils were formed. Thus,
during mapping, this model enables the soil scientist to
predict with a considerable degree of accuracy the kind
of soil at a specific location on the landscape.

Commonly, individual soils on the landscape merge
into one another as their characteristics gradually
change. To construct an accurate soil map, however,
soil scientists must determine the boundaries between
the soils. They can observe only a limited number of
soil profiles. Nevertheless, these observations,
supplemented by an understanding of the soil-
landscape relationship, are sufficient to verify
predictions of the kinds of soil in an area and to
determine the boundaries.
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A ground-penetrating radar (GPR) system and hand
transects were used to document the type and
variability of the soils occurring in map units (7). The
GPR system was used successfully on selected soils to
measure the depth to and determine the variability of
major soil horizons or other soil features. Random
transects were made with the GPR and by hand in Levy
County. The data collected were used to classify the
soils and to determine the composition on map units.
The map units, as described in the section entitled
“Detailed Soil Map Units,” are based on this data.

Soil scientists recorded the characteristics of the soil
profiles that they studied. They noted soil color, texture,
size and shape of soil aggregates, kind and amount of
rock fragments, distribution of plant roots, reaction, and
other features that enable them to identify soils. After
describing the soils in the survey area and determining
their properties, the soil scientists assigned the soils to
taxonomic classes (units). Taxonomic classes are
concepts. Each taxonomic class has a set of soil
characteristics with precisely defined limits. The classes
are used as a basis for comparison to classify soils
systematically. The system of taxonomic classification
used in the United States is based mainly on the kind
and character of soil properties and the arrangement of
horizons within the profile. After the soil scientists
classified and named the soils in the survey area, they
compared the individual soils with similar soils in the
same taxonomic class in other areas so that they could
confirm data and assemble additional data based on
experience and research.

While a soil survey is in progress, samples of some
of the soils in the area are generally collected for
laboratory analyses and for engineering tests. Soil
scientists interpret the data from these analyses and
tests as well as the field-observed characteristics and
the soil properties to determine the expected behavior
of the soils under different uses. Interpretations for all of
the soils are field tested through observation of the soils
in different uses under different levels of management.
Some interpretations are modified to fit local conditions,
and some new interpretations are developed to meet
local needs. Data are assembled from other sources,
such as research information, production records, and
field experience of specialists. For example, data on
crop yields under defined levels of management are
assembled from farm records and from field or plot
experiments on the same kinds of soil.

Predictions about soil behavior are based not only on
soil properties but also on such variables as climate
and biological activity. Soil conditions are predictable
over long periods of time, but they are not predictable
from year to year. For example, soil scientists can
predict with a fairly high degree of accuracy that a given
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soil will have a high water table within certain depths in
most years, but they cannot assure that a high water
table will always be at a specific level in the soil on a
specific date.

After soil scientists located and identified the
significant natural bodies of soil in the survey area, they
drew the boundaries of these bodies on aerial
photographs and identified each as a specific map unit.
Aerial photographs show trees, buildings, fields, roads,
and rivers, all of which help in locating boundaries
accurately.

Map Unit Composition

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an
area dominated by one major kind of soil or an area
dominated by two or three kinds of soil. A map unit is
identified and named according to the taxonomic
classification of the dominant soil or soils. Within a
taxonomic class there are precisely defined limits for
the properties of the soils. On the landscape, however,
the soils are natural objects. In common with other
natural objects, they have a characteristic variability in
their properties. Thus, the range of some observed
properties may extend beyond the limits defined for a
taxonomic class. Areas of soils of a single taxonomic
class rarely, if ever, can be mapped without including
areas of soils of other taxonomic classes.
Consequently, every map unit is made up of the soil or
soils for which it is named and some soils that belong to
other taxonomic classes. In the detailed soil map units,
these latter soils are called inclusions or included soils.
In the general soil map units, they are called soils of
minor extent.

Most inclusions have properties and behavioral
patterns similar to those of the dominant soil or soils in
the map unit, and thus they do not affect use and
management. These are called noncontrasting (similar)
inclusions. They may or may not be mentioned in the
map unit descriptions. Other inclusions, however, have
properties and behavior divergent enough to affect use
or require different management. These are contrasting
(dissimilar) inclusions. They generally occupy small
areas and cannot be shown separately on the soil maps
because of the scale used in mapping. The inclusions
of contrasting soils are mentioned in the map unit
descriptions. A few inclusions may not have been
observed and consequently are not mentioned in the
descriptions, especially where the soil pattern was so
complex that it was impractical to make enough
observations to identify all of the kinds of soils on the
landscape.

The presence of inclusions in & map unit in no way
diminishes the usefulness or accuracy of the soil data.
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The objective of soil mapping is not to delineate pure
taxonomic classes of soils but rather to separate the
landscape into segments that have similar use and
management requirements. The delineation of such
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landscape segments on the map provides sufficient
information for the development of resource plans, but
onsite investigation is needed to plan for intensive uses
in small areas.
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The general soil map at the back of this publication
shows broad areas that have a distinctive pattern of
soils, relief, and drainage. Each map unit on the general
soil map is a unique natural landscape. Typically, it
consists of one or more major soils and some minor
soils. It is named for the major soils. The soils making
up one unit can occur in another but in a different
pattern.

The general soil map can be used to compare the
suitability of large areas for general land uses. Areas of
suitable soils can be identified on the map. Likewise,
areas where the soils are not suitable can be identified.

Because of its small scale, the map is not suitable for
planning the management of a farm or field or for
selecting a site for a road or a building or other
structure. The soils in any one map unit differ from
place to place in slope, depth, drainage, and other
characteristics that affect management.

The soils in the survey area vary widely in their
potential for major land uses. Table 4 shows the extent
of the map units shown on the general soil map. It
shows the suitability for crops and pasture and the
potential productivity for woodland in relation to that of
the other map units. It lists limitation ratings for some of
the major urban uses and shows soil properties that
limit these uses. Ratings are given for individual soils,
and an average rating is given for each association.

Each map unit is rated for cultivated crops, pasture,
and woodland. Cultivated crops are those grown
extensively in the survey area. Pasture refers to
introduced pasture plants commonly utilized in the
survey area. Woodland refers to areas managed for
pine trees.

. Nearly Level to Gently Rolling, Well Drained and
Excessively Drained Soils on Sandy Uplands

These soils are dominantly nearly level to gently
rolling, well drained to excessively drained, and sandy.
They make up 99,760 acres, or about 14 percent of the
county. They are in the east-central part of the county,
in areas extending from Marion County in the south to
Alachua County in the north.

1. Candier-Astatula-Apopka

Nearly level to gently rolling, well drained and
excessively drained, sandy soils; some are loamy or
have lamellae between depths of 40 and 80 inches

This map unit is on sandy uplands in the eastern part
of the county. The landscape is characterized by
duneiike hills and swales. The natural vegetation
consists mainly of turkey oak, live oak, bluejack oak,
post oak, and longleaf pine in the overstory and
wiregrass, bluestems, blackberry, Spanish bayonet,
Florida rosemary, and scattered saw palmetto in the
understory.

This map unit makes up 91,800 acres, or about 13
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 79
percent Candler soils, 14 percent Astatula soils, 4
percent Apopka soils, and 3 percent soils of minor
extent.

Candler soils are excessively drained. Typically, the
surface layer is very dark grayish brown fine sand to a
depth of about 8 inches. The subsurface layer is fine
sand. It is light yellowish brown to a depth of about 19
inches, brownish yellow to a depth of 37 inches, and
very pale brown to a depth of 52 inches. The subsoil
extends to a depth of 80 inches or more. It is very pale
brown fine sand and has many thin horizontal lenses of
brownish yeliow loamy fine sand.

Astatula soils are excessively drained. Typically, the
surface layer is dark gray fine sand to a depth of about
5 inches. The underlying material to a depth of 80
inches or more is yellow fine sand.

Apopka soils are well drained. Typically, the surface
layer is grayish brown fine sand about 4 inches thick.
The subsurface layer is yellowish brown fine sand to a
depth of about 10 inches, light yellowish brown fine
sand to a depth of 45 inches, very pale brown fine sand
to a depth of 60 inches, and reddish yellow loamy fine
sand to a depth of 71 inches. The subsoil extends to a
depth of 80 inches or more. It is strong brown sandy
clay loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Millhopper, Orlando, Placid, Popash, Sparr, and
Tavares soils.
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Most areas of this map unit are idle and support
natural vegetation. Some areas are used for pasture,
cropland, or the production of pine trees. Other areas
have been subdivided for residential development.

2. Orlando

Nearly level to gently rolling, well drained, sandy soils

This map unit is on sandy uplands in the eastern part
of the county. The landscape is characterized by
dunelike hills and swales. The natural vegetation is
dominantly live oak, laurel oak, bluejack oak, slash
pine, longleaf pine, and scattered turkey oak in the
overstory and blackberry, pineland threeawn, Spanish
bayonet, brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered saw
palmetto in the understory.

This map unit makes up 7,960 acres, or about 1
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 91
percent Orlando soils and 9 percent soils of minor
extent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Orlando soils is
very dark gray fine sand about 11 inches thick. The
underlying material is fine sand. It is dark brown to a
depth of about 28 inches, dark yellowish brown to a
depth of 34 inches, strong brown to a depth of 72
inches, and light yellowish brown to a depth of 80
inches or more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Apopka, Candler, Bonneau, Millhopper, Placid, Popash,
Sparr, and Tavares soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
cropland. Other areas have been subdivided for
residential development or are used for the production
of pine trees.

Nearly Level to Gently Sloping, Poorly Drained to
Excessively Drained Soils on Sandy and Loamy
Uplands

These soils are dominantly poorly drained to well
drained. They have a clayey or loamy subsoil or have
bedrock at a depth of 4 to more than 80 inches. They
make up 151,085 acres, or about 14 percent of the
county. They are mostly in the northern, northwestern,
and eastern parts of the county.

3. Otela-Candler-Tavares

Nearly level to gently sloping, moderately well drained
and excessively drained, sandy soils; some are loamy or
have lamellae between depths of 40 and 80 inches

This map unit is on karst uplands in the eastern and
northern parts of the county and on two small ridges in
the southern part. The landscape is characterized by
low hills and swales and some sinkholes. The natural
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vegetation consists mainly of live oak, bluejack oak,
laurel oak, magnolia, loblolly pine, slash pine, and
longleaf pine in the overstory and blackberry, pineland
threeawn, greenbrier, American beautyberry,
brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered saw palmetto
and cabbage-palm in the understory.

This map unit makes up 98,350 acres, or about 13
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 47
percent Otela soils, 16 percent Candler soils, 13
percent Tavares soils, and 24 percent soils of minor
extent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Otela soils is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is fine sand. It is brown to a depth of
about 21 inches, very pale brown to a depth of 32
inches, and white to a depth of 50 inches. The subsoil
is brownish yellow fine sandy loam to a depth of about
61 inches, brownish yellow sandy clay loam to a depth
of 68 inches, and light gray sandy clay loam to a depth
of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Candler soils is
grayish brown fine sand about 7 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is fine sand. It is grayish brown to a
depth of about 14 inches, pale brown to a depth of 30
inches, and very pale brown to a depth of 75 inches.
The subsoil is white fine sand and has common thin
horizontal lenses of yellowish brown loamy fine sand. It
extends to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Tavares soils is
dark grayish brown fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
underlying material is fine sand. It is grayish brown to a
depth of about 18 inches, pale brown to a depth of 38
inches, very pale brown to a depth of 48 inches, and
white to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Bonneau,
Hicoria, Jonesville, Lochloosa, Lutterlch, Millhopper,
Moriah, Pedro, Placid, Popash, Shadeville, Seaboard,
and Sparr soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development.

4. Jonesville-Pedro-Shadeville

Nearly level to gently sloping, moderately well drained
and well drained, sandy soils that are very shallow to
very deep over bedrock; some are loamy within a depth
of 20 to 40 inches

This map unit is on karst uplands in the eastern part
of the county. The landscape is characterized by low
hills and swales and some sinkholes. The natural
vegetation consists mainly of laurel oak, live oak, slash
pine, longleaf pine, loblolly pine, magnolia, sweetgum,
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hickory, and eastern redcedar in the overstory and
cabbage-palm, blackberry, American beautyberry,
greenbrier, Florida holly, bluestems, pineland threeawn,
and panicums in the understory.

This map unit makes up 27,840 acres, or about 4
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 29
percent Jonesville soils, 26 percent Pedro soils, 26
percent Shadeville soils, and 19 percent soils of minor
extent.

Jonesville soils are well drained and are moderately
deep over limestone. Typically, the surface layer is dark
gray fine sand about 9 inches thick. The subsurface
layer, to a depth of about 31 inches, is a mixture of very
pale brown and light gray fine sand. The subsoil, to a
depth of 35 inches, is dark yellowish brown fine sandy
loam. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 35
inches.

Pedro soils are well drained and are shallow or very
shallow over limestone. Typically, the surface layer is
dark grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer, to a depth of about 11 inches, is
brownish yellow fine sand. The subsoil, to a depth of
about 15 inches, is dark yellowish brown fine sandy
loam. Soft limestone is at a depth of about 15 inches.
The limestone bedrock becomes more consolidated at a
depth of about 21 inches.

Shadeville soils are moderately well drained and are
deep or very deep over limestone. Typically, the surface
layer is dark grayish brown fine sand to a depth of
about 10 inches. The subsurface layer, to a depth of
about 23 inches, is a mixture of pale brown and
yellowish brown fine sand. The subsoil, to a depth of
about 45 inches, is yellowish brown sandy clay loam.
Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 45 inches.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Bushnell, Hicoria, Lutterloh, Mabel, Moriah, Otela,
Seaboard, and Tavares soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development.

5. Otela-Jonesville-Seaboard

Nearly level to gently sloping, moderately well drained
and well drained, sandy soils that are very shallow to
very deep over bedrock; some are loamy between
depths of 20 and 40 inches or 40 and 80 inches

This map unit is on karst uplands in the eastern and
northern parts of the county. The landscape is
characterized by low ridges and swales and some
sinkholes. The natural vegetation consists mainly of live
oak, laurel oak, magnolia, loblolly pine, longleaf pine,
slash pine, and eastern redcedar in the overstory and
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blackberry, pineland threeawn, greenbrier, American
beautyberry, brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered saw
palmetto and cabbage-paim in the understory.

This map unit makes up 20,480 acres, or about 3
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 35
percent Otela soils, 26 percent Jonesville soils, 26
percent Seaboard soils, and 13 percent soils of minor
extent.

Otela soils are moderately well drained and are very
deep over limestone. Typically, the surface layer is
grayish brown fine sand about 4 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is fine sand. It is light gray to a depth
of about 22 inches, brownish yellow to a depth of 40
inches, very pale brown to a depth of 50 inches, and
brownish yellow to a depth of 58 inches. The subsoil is
dark yellowish brown sandy clay loam to a depth of 66
inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 66
inches.

Jonesville soils are well drained and are moderately
deep over limestone. Typically, the surface layer is gray
fine sand about 5 inches thick. The subsurface layer is
fine sand. It is pale brown to a depth of about 14 inches
and very pale brown to a depth of 27 inches. The
subsoil is brownish yellow sandy clay loam to a depth of
about 35 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of
about 35 inches.

Seaboard soils are moderately well drained and are
shallow or very shallow over limestone. Typically, the
surface layer is dark grayish brown fine sand about 8
inches thick. The underlying material is pale brown fine
sand to a depth of about 17 inches. Limestone bedrock
is at a depth of about 17 inches.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Bushnell,
Candler, Lutterloh, Moriah, Pompano, Shadeville, and
Tavares soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development.

6. Millhopper-Bonneau

Nearly level to gently sloping, moderately well drained,
sandy soils that are very deep, some are loamy at a
depth of 40 to 80 inches or 20 to 40 inches

This map unit is on uplands in the northern part of
the county. The landscape is characterized by low
ridges and swales. The natural vegetation consists
mainly of laurel oak, live oak, slash pine, longleaf pine,
loblolly pine, and scattered turkey oak in the overstory
and blackberry, pineland threeawn, greenbrier,
brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered saw palmetto
and cabbage-palm in the understory.

This map unit makes up 1,885 acres, or less than 1
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percent of the acreage in the county. it is about 53
percent Millhopper soils, 44 percent Bonneau soils, and
3 percent soils of minor extent.

Millhopper soils are moderately well drained.
Typically, the surface layer is dark grayish brown fine
sand about 9 inches thick. The subsurface layer is fine
sand. It is pale brown to a depth of about 30 inches,
very pale brown to a depth of 42 inches, and light gray
to a depth of 74 inches. The subsoil is pale brown fine
sandy loam. It extends to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Bonneau soils are moderately well drained. Typically,
the surface layer is dark gray fine sand about 7 inches
thick. The subsurface layer is pale brown fine sand to a
depth of about 29 inches. The subsaoil is light yellowish
brown sandy clay loam to a depth of about 37 inches
and light yeliowish brown fine sandy loam to a depth of
60 inches. The underlying material to a depth of 80
inches or more is light gray fine sandy loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Astatula, Candler, Levyville, Lochloosa, Orlando, Sparr,
and Tavares soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development.

7. Sparr-Ft. Green-Bivans

Nearly level to gently sloping, somewhat poorly drained
and poorly drained, sandy soils; some are loamy at a
depth of 40 to 80 inches or 20 to 40 inches and others
are clayey within a depth of 20 inches

This map unit is on karst uplands in the northeastern
part of the county. The landscape is characterized by
low ridges and swales and some sinkholes. The natural
vegetation consists mainly of laurel oak, live oak, slash
pine, loblolly pine, magnolia, sweetgum, hickory, and
eastern redcedar in the overstory and blackberry,
American beautyberry, greenbrier, holly, bluestems,
panicums, saw palmetto, and scattered cabbage-palm
in the understory.

This map unit makes up 2,530 acres, or less than 1
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 25
percent Sparr soils, 20 percent Ft. Green soils, 13
percent Bivans soils, and 42 percent soils of minor
extent.

Sparr soils are somewhat poorly drained. Typically,
the surface layer is dark gray fine sand about 8 inches
thick. The subsurface layer is fine sand. It is light gray
to a depth of about 45 inches and pale brown to a
depth of 50 inches. The subsoil to a depth of 80 inches
or more is light gray fine sandy loam.

Ft. Green soils are poorly drained. Typically, the
surface layer is dark grayish brown fine sand about 7

Soil Survey

inches thick. The subsurface layer is grayish brown fine
sand to a depth of 28 inches and brown loamy fine
sand that has many pockets of very dark grayish brown
fine sandy loam to a depth of 33 inches. The subsoil is
light brownish gray fine sandy loam to a depth of about
46 inches, dark gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 60
inches, a mixture of light greenish gray and gray sandy
clay loam to a depth of 67 inches, and a mixture of light
gray and gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches
or more.

Bivans soils are somewhat poorly drained. Typically,
the surface layer is very dark grayish brown fine sand
about 5 inches thick. The subsurface layer is light
brownish gray fine sand to a depth of about 17 inches.
The subsoil is dark gray sandy clay to a depth of about
39 inches, gray sandy clay to a depth of 50 inches, and
gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 70 inches. The
underlying material is gray sandy clay to a depth of 80
inches or more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Bushnell,
Hicoria, Holopaw, Bonneau, Lochloosa, Lutterloh,
Mabel, Millhopper, Moriah, and Pomona soils.

Most areas of this map are used for pasture. Other
areas are used for the production of pine trees or
support natural vegetation.

Nearly Level to Gently Rolling, Very Poorly Drained
to Moderately Well Drained Soils on Flatwoods and
Sandy Uplands

These soils are dominantly nearly level to gently
rolling, very poorly drained to moderately well drained,
and sandy. Some have an organic surface layer, some
have a loamy subsoil, and some have a dark,
organically stained, sandy subsoil. The map units make
up 269,108 acres, or about 39 percent of the county.
They are on most of the flatwoods, which extend from
Lake Rousseau in the south to Gilchrist County in the
north and from County Road 337 in the east to Cedar
Key and the Suwannee River in the west.

8. Smyrna-Placid-Samsula

Nearly level, poorly drained and very poorly drained,
sandy and mucky soils; some are sandy throughout,
some are sandy and have a thin layer of muck at the
surface, and some have muck that is 16 to 51 inches
deep over sand

This map unit is mainly on flatwoods in the central
and western parts of the county. The landscape is
characterized by broad, low flats that are interspersed
with shallow depressions. In most areas the natural
vegetation consists mainly of slash pine, longleaf pine,
and loblolly pine in the overstory and saw paimetto,
pineland threeawn, waxmyrtle, fetterbush, gallberry, and
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Figure 5.—Typical understory vegetation on flatwoods in an area
of Smyrna fine sand.

bluestems in the understory (fig. 5). In depressions the
natural vegetation consists mainly of cypress, red
maple, sweetbay, sweetgum, and Florida willow in the
overstory and pickerelweed, lizard tail, water iris, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory.

This map unit makes up 195,878 acres, or about 28
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 44
percent Smyrna soils, 18 percent Placid soils, 14
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percent Samsula soils, and 24 percent soils of minor
extent.

Smyrna soils are poorly drained and generally are on
broad, low flats. Typically, the surface layer is dark
brown fine sand about 5 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is fine sand. It is gray to a depth of about 9 inches
and light brownish gray to a depth of 19 inches. The
subsoil is black, organically coated fine sand to a depth
of about 23 inches and a mixture of dark yellowish
brown and very dark grayish brown fine sand to a depth
of 28 inches. The underlying material is fine sand. It is
very pale brown to a depth of about 57 inches and
white to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Placid soils are very poorly drained and generally are
in depressions. Typically, the surface layer is black
muck to a depth of about 3 inches and very dark gray
fine sand to a depth of 14 inches. The underlying
material is fine sand. It is light gray to a depth of about
24 inches, brown to a depth of 45 inches, and very pale
brown to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Samsula soils are very poorly drained and are in
depressions. Typically, the surface layer is muck. It is
dark brown to a depth of 6 inches and black to a depth
of 47 inches. The underlying material is fine sand. It is
grayish brown to a depth of 62 inches and light
brownish gray to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Bradenton, Holopaw, Myakka, Pineda, Pomona,
Pompano, Sparr, Tavares, Terra Ceia, Wauchula, and
Zolfo soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture or support natural vegetation and are used only
as wildlife habitat.

9. Holopaw-EauGallie-Popash

Neatrly levei, poorly drained and very poorly drained,
sandy soils that are deep or very deep over bedrock and
are loamy at a depth of 40 to 80 inches

This map unit is mainly on flatwoods in the western
part of the county. The landscape is characterized by
broad, low flats that are interspersed with shallow
depressions and drainageways. In most areas the
natural vegetation consists mainly of slash pine in the
overstory and saw palmetto, cabbage-palm, pineland
threeawn, bluestems, waxmyrtle, fetterbush, and
gallberry in the understory. In depressions the natural
vegetation consists mainly of cypress, red maple,
sweetbay, sweetgum, and Florida willow in the
overstory and pickerelweed, lizard tail, water iris, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory.

This map unit makes up 55,210 acres, or about 8
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percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 22
percent Holopaw soils, 18 percent EauGallie soils, 11
percent Popash soils, and 49 percent soils of minor
extent.

Holopaw soils are poorly drained and are on broad,
low flats. Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray
fine sand about 6 inches thick. The subsurface layer is
fine sand. It is gray to a depth of about 9 inches,
grayish brown to a depth of 19 inches, and pale brown
to a depth of 42 inches. The subsoil, to a depth of
about 52 inches, is olive gray sandy clay loam. Soft
limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 52 inches.

EauGallie soils are poorly drained and are on broad,
low flats. Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray
fine sand about 6 inches thick. The upper subsurface
layer, to a depth of about 16 inches, is gray fine sand.
The upper subsaoil is black, organically coated fine sand
to a depth of about 19 inches, brown fine sand to a
depth of 25 inches, and yellowish brown fine sand to a
depth of 35 inches. The lower subsurface layer, to a
depth of about 55 inches, is very pale brown fine sand.
The lower subsoil, to a depth of about 61 inches, is
gray fine sandy loam. Limestone bedrock is at a depth
of about 61 inches.

Popash soils are very poorly drained and generally
are in depressions. Typically, the surface layer is very
dark gray fine sand about 12 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is a mixture of dark grayish brown and
grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about 20 inches,
grayish brown fine sand to a depth of 30 inches, and
light brownish gray fine sand to a depth of 45 inches.
The subsoil to a depth of 80 inches or more is dark
gray sandy clay loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Boca,
Hallandale, Hicoria, Immokalee, Janney, Myakka,
Placid, and Pineda soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Some areas are used for
pasture. Other areas support natural vegetation and are
used only as wildlife habitat.

10. Orsino-Myakka-Placid

Nearly level to gently rolling, very poorly drained to
moderately well drained, sandy soils

This map unit is mostly in areas of flatwoods and
sandy uplands in the western part of the county. The
landscape is characterized by dunelike ridges and
swales that are interspersed with depressions. In most
areas the natural vegetation is dominantly a mixture of
sand live oak and slash pine in the overstory and saw
palmetto, wiregrass, waxmyrtle, gallberry, Spanish
bayonet, and bluestems in the understory. In
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depressions the natural vegetation generally consists of
thick stands of sawgrass or maidencane.

This map unit makes up 12,380 acres, or about 2
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 22
percent Orsino soils, 19 percent Myakka soils, 12
percent Placid soils, and 47 percent soils of minor
extent.

Orsino soils are moderately well drained and are on
the nearly level to gently rolling dunelike ridges.
Typically, the surface layer is gray fine sand about 4
inches thick. The subsurface layer is fine sand. It is
very pale brown to a depth of about 8 inches and white
to a depth of 13 inches. The subsoil is brownish yellow
fine sand to a depth of about 48 inches, light yellowish
brown fine sand to a depth of 58 inches, and brownish
yellow fine sand to a depth of 70 inches. The underlying
material is white fine sand.

Myakka soils are poorly drained and are in the nearly
level swales. Typically, the surface layer is very dark
gray sand about 5 inches thick. The subsurface layer is
grayish brown sand to a depth of about 18 inches and
light gray sand to a depth of 26 inches. The subsoil is
organically coated sand. It is black to a depth of about
40 inches and very dark gray to a depth of 58 inches.
The underlying material is pale brown sand. It extends
to a depth of more than 80 inches.

Placid soils are very poorly drained and are in the
nearly level depressions. Typically, the surface layer is
black fine sand about 22 inches thick. The underlying
material is dark gray fine sand to a depth of about 38
inches and light brownish gray fine sand to a depth of
more than 80 inches.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Boca, Cassia, EauGallie, Gator, Holopaw, Immokalee,
Paola, Pomello, Pompano, Popash, Samsula, Smyrna,
Terra Ceia, Tidewater, and Zolfo soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees or support natural vegetation
and are used only as wildlife habitat.

11. Cassia-Pomello-Orsino

Nearly level to gently rolling, somewhat poorly drained
and moderately well drained, sandy soils

This map unit is on sandy uplands and flatwoods in
the western part of the county and on small islands in
the Cedar Key area. The landscape is characterized by
dunelike and low ridges and low knolls. The natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, longleaf pine,
and slash pine in the overstory and saw palmetto,
pineland threeawn, bluestems, and reindeer moss in the
understory.

This map unit makes up 5,640 acres, or less than 1
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percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 35
percent Cassia soils, 35 percent Pomello soils, 15
percent Orsino soils, and 15 percent soils of minor
extent.

Cassia soils are somewhat poorly drained and are on
nearly level, low knolls and ridges. Typically, the
surface layer is gray fine sand about 6 inches thick. The
subsurface layer, to a depth of about 24 inches, is light
gray fine sand. The subsoil is very dark brown,
organically coated fine sand to a depth of about 30
inches; dark brown fine sand to a depth of 55 inches:
brown fine sand to a depth of 70 inches; and very dark
grayish brown, organically coated fine sand to a depth
of 80 inches or more.

Pomello soils are somewhat poorly drained and are
on nearly level, low knolls and ridges. Typically, the
surface layer is gray fine sand about 4 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is light gray fine sand to a depth of
about 35 inches and gray fine sand that has many very
dark grayish brown and dark grayish brown, organically
coated pockets to a depth of 40 inches. The subsoil is
very dark brown, organically coated fine sand to a depth
of about 46 inches and dark brown fine sand to a depth
of 80 inches or more.

Orsino soils are moderately well drained and
generally are on the nearly level to gently rolling
dunelike ridges. Typically, the surface layer is gray fine
sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer, to a
depth of about 13 inches, is white fine sand. The
subsoil is fine sand. It is brownish yellow to a depth of
about 48 inches, light yellowish brown to a depth of 58
inches, and brownish yellow to a depth of 80 inches or
more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Immokalee, Myakka, Paola, Placid, Pompano, and
Samsula soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Some areas have been
subdivided for residential development. Other areas
support natural vegetation and are used only as wildlife
habitat.

Nearly Level, Very Poorly Drained to Somewhat
Poorly Drained Soils on the Coastal Limestone Shelf

These soils are dominantly nearly level, very poorly
drained to somewhat poorly drained, and sandy and
loamy. They have bedrock at a depth of 4 to more than
80 inches. They make up 112,845 acres, or about 16
percent of the county. They are on most parts of the
coastal limestone shelf that is in an area bordered by
the tidal marsh on the south and west, by U.S. Highway
19 on the east, and by State Road 24 on the north.
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They also are in a smaller area that is directly east of
County Road 347, between Fowler Bluff and Sumner.

12. Wekiva-Demory-Waccasassa

Nearly level, poorly drained, sandy and loamy soils that
are very shallow to moderately deep over bedrock

This map unit is on low ridges of the coastal
limestone shelf in the western part of the county. The
landscape is characterized by broad, low ridges that are
transected by numerous small creeks and
drainageways. The natural vegetation consists mainly of
laurel oak, water oak, sweetgum, blackgum, red maple,
basswood, eastern redcedar, loblolly pine, and slash
pine in the overstory and cabbage-palm, longleaf uniola,
cutgrass, panicums, bluestems, greenbrier, yaupon,
poison ivy, false indigo, and desmodium in the
understory.

This map unit makes up 104,020 acres, or about 15
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 41
percent Wekiva soils, 31 percent Demory soils, 20
percent Waccasassa soils, and 8 percent soils of minor
extent.

Wekiva soils are shallow to moderately deep over
bedrock and are not flooded. Typically, the surface
layer is very dark gray fine sand about 4 inches thick.
The subsurface layer, to a depth of about 9 inches, is
grayish brown fine sand. The subsoil, to a depth of
about 18 inches, is yellowish brown sandy clay loam.
Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 18 inches.

Demory soils are shallow or very shallow over
bedrock and are occasionally flooded. Typically, the
surface layer is black muck about 3 inches thick. The
subsurface layer, to a depth of about 7 inches, is very
dark grayish brown sandy clay loam. The underlying
material, to a depth of about 9 inches, is dark grayish
brown sandy clay loam. Limestone bedrock is at a
depth of about 9 inches.

Waccasassa soils are shallow or very shallow over
bedrock and are subject to rare flooding. Typically, the
surface is covered by several inches of undecomposed
leaf litter. The surface layer is very dark grayish brown
sandy clay loam about 2 inches thick. The subsoil, to a
depth of about 12 inches, is dark yellowish brown sandy
clay loam. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 12
inches.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Aripeka, Boca,
Bradenton, Chobee, Hallandale, Hicoria, Holopaw,
Matmon, and Pineda soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees or support natural vegetation
and are used only as wildlife habitat.
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13. Aripeka-Matmon-Chobee

Nearly level, very poorly drained and somewhat poorly
drained, loamy soils that are shallow to very deep over
bedrock; some are sandy to a depth of less than 20
inches

This map unit is on low ridges of the coastal
limestone shelf in the central part of the county. The
landscape is characterized by low knolls and ridges that
are transected by numerous creeks and drainageways.
The natural vegetation on the knolls and ridges consists
mainly of live oak, water oak, laurel oak, eastern
redcedar, sweetgum, magnolia, slash pine, and loblolly
pine in the overstory and cabbage-palm, greenbrier,
yaupon, brackenfern, poison ivy, bluestems, and
panicums in the understory. In drainageways and on
narrow flood plains the natural vegetation consists
mainly of cypress, red maple, sweetbay, sweetgum, and
Florida willow in the overstory and pickerelweed, lizard
tail, water iris, and scattered cabbage-palm in the
understory.

This map unit makes up 5,725 acres, or less than 1
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 31
percent Aripeka soils, 30 percent Matmon soils, 15
percent Chobee soils, and 24 percent soils of minor
extent.

Aripeka soils are somewhat poorly drained and are
on knolls and ridges. Typically, the surface layer is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 6 inches thick. The
subsoil is yellowish brown fine sand to a depth of about
12 inches and strong brown fine sandy loam to a depth
of 24 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about
24 inches.

Matmon soils are somewhat poorly drained and are
on knolls and ridges. Typically, the surface layer is very
dark grayish brown fine sand about 3 inches thick. The
subsurface layer, to a depth of about 6 inches, is brown
fine sand. The subsaoil, to a depth of about 15 inches, is
strong brown sandy clay loam. Limestone bedrock is at
a depth of about 15 inches.

Chobee soils are very poorly drained and frequently
flooded. They are in drainageways and on narrow flood
plains. Typically, the surface layer is very dark brown
muck to a depth of about 3 inches and very dark brown
fine sandy loam to a depth of 11 inches. The subsoil is
sandy clay loam. It is very dark grayish brown to a
depth of about 21 inches, light brownish gray to a depth
of 28 inches, dark greenish gray to a depth of 54
inches, and a mixture of greenish gray and light
greenish gray to a depth of 68 inches. Limestone
bedrock is at a depth of about 68 inches.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Boca, Demory,
Bradenton, Gator, Hicoria, Holopaw, Pineda, Terra
Ceia, Waccasassa, and Wekiva soils.
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Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Other areas are used for
cropland or have been subdivided for residential
development.

14. Broward-Lutterloh-Zolfo

Nearly level, somewhat poorly drained, sandy soils that
are moderately deep to very deep over bedrock; some
are loamy at a depth of 40 to 80 inches

This map unit is on low ridges of the coastal
limestone shelf that are adjacent to the Withlacoochee
River in the southern part of the county. The landscape
is characterized by low ridges and some depressions
and drainageways. The natural vegetation consists
mainly of live oak, slash pine, and loblolly pine in the
overstory and pineland threeawn, saw palmetto,
gallberry, blackberry, bluestems, running oak, cabbage-
palm, and reindeer moss in the understory.

This map unit makes up 3,100 acres, or less than 1
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 26
percent Broward soils, 26 percent Lutterloh soils, 12
percent Zolfo soils, and 36 percent soils of minor
extent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Broward soils is
dark gray fine sand about 6 inches thick. The underlying
material is a mixture of light yellowish brown and
brownish yellow fine sand to a depth of about 10 inches
and yellowish brown fine sand to a depth of 25 inches.
Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 25 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Lutterloh soils is
dark gray fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is light gray fine sand to a depth of
about 35 inches and brown fine sand to a depth of 52
inches. The subsoil, to a depth of 61 inches, is light
brownish gray fine sandy loam. Soft, crumbly limestone
that can be dug with a spade is at a depth of about 61
inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 78
inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Zolfo soils is very
dark gray sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is pale brown sand to a depth of about 8 inches,
gray sand to a depth of 32 inches, light gray sand to a
depth of 50 inches, pale brown sand to a depth of 65
inches, and light brownish gray sand to a depth of 71
inches. The subsoil to a depth of 80 inches or more is
very dark grayish brown, organically coated sand.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Aripeka, Bushnell, Hicoria, Jonesville, Matmon, Moriah,
Pedro, Placid, Samsula, Seaboard, and Shadeville
soils.

Most areas of this map unit have been subdivided for
residential development. Other areas support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat.
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Figure 6.—A tidal creek in an area of the Tidewater-Cracker general soil map unit.

Nearly Level, Very Poorly Drained Soils in Tidal
Marshes

These soils are dominantly nearly level, very poorly
drained, and clayey and mucky. They have bedrock at a
depth of 6 to more than 80 inches. They make up
44,020 acres, or about 6 percent of the county. They
are in all areas of the tidal marsh, which extends along
the coastline from the Withlacoochee River in the south
to the Suwannee River in the north and is about 1 to 3
miles wide.

15. Tidewater-Cracker

Nearly level, very poorly drained, clayey and loamy soils
that are shallow or very shallow or deep or very deep
over bedrock

This map unit is in areas of tidal marsh in the
southern part of the county. The landscape is
characterized by broad, low tidal flats that are
transected by numerous small tidal creeks (fig. 6). The

natural vegetation consists mainly of black needlerush,
marshhay cordgrass, saltwort, and glasswort.

This map unit makes up 30,820 acres, or about 4
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 55
percent Tidewater soils, 35 percent Cracker soils, and
10 percent soils of minor extent.

Tidewater soils are deep or very deep over
limestone. Typically, the surface layer is very dark
brown mucky clay to a depth of about 10 inches, black
silty clay to a depth of 24 inches, and black sandy clay
loam to a depth of 40 inches. The underlying material,
to a depth of 76 inches, is a mixture of black and very
dark grayish brown loamy fine sand. Hard limestone
bedrock is at a depth of about 76 inches.

Cracker soils are shallow or very shallow over
limestone. Typically, the surface layer is black mucky
clay to a depth of about 4 inches and very dark gray
sandy clay loam to a depth of 12 inches. Hard
limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 12 inches.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Demory soils.
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Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat.

16. Tidewater-Wulfert

Nearly level, very poorly drained, clayey and loamy or
mucky soils; some are deep or very deep over bedrock

This map unit is in areas of tidal marsh in the
northern part of the county. The landscape is
characterized by broad, low tidal flats that are
transected by numerous small tidal creeks. The natural
vegetation consists mainly of black needlerush,
marshhay cordgrass, and sawgrass.

This map unit makes up 13,200 acres, or about 2
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 70
percent Tidewater soils, 12 percent Wulfert soils, and
18 percent soils of minor extent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Tidewater soils is
very dark brown mucky clay to a depth of about 10
inches, black silty clay to a depth of 24 inches, and
black sandy clay loam to a depth of 40 inches. The
underlying material, to a depth of 76 inches, is a
mixture of black and very dark grayish brown loamy fine
sand. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 76
inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Wulfert soils is very
dark brown muck about 30 inches thick. The underlying
material is very dark gray mucky loamy fine sand to a
depth of about 56 inches and very dark gray fine sand
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Gator,
Immokalee, Myakka, Terra Ceia, and Zolfo soils.
Immokalee, Myakka, and Zolfo soils are in the higher
landscape positions. Gator and Terra Ceia soils are in
nontidal positions.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat.

Nearly Level, Very Poorly Drained and Poorly
Drained Soils on Flood Plains and Low Flats

These soils are dominantly nearly level and are very
poorly drained or poorly drained. Some are sandy
throughout, some are loamy throughout, and some have
an organic surface layer that is 16 to more than 80
inches thick. These map units make up 26,900 acres, or
about 4 percent of the county. They are on the flood
plain along the Suwannee River in the northwestern
part of the county, on most of the flood plains along the
Waccasassa River and Otter Creek in the central part,
and in four small areas mostly in the northeastern part.
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17. Gator-Chobee-Terra Ceia

Nearly level, very poorly drained, mucky and loamy soils;
some are mucky to a depth of 16 to 51 inches over
loamy material, some are loamy throughout, and some
are mucky throughout

This map unit is on the flood plain along the
Suwannee River in the western part of the county and
on the flood plains along the Waccasassa River and
Otter Creek in the central part. The landscape is
characterized by low flats and oxbows that are adjacent
to rivers and creeks. The natural vegetation consists
mainly of cypress, red maple, sweetbay, sweetgum, and
Florida willow in the overstory and pickerelweed, lizard
tail, water iris, and scattered cabbage-palm in the
understory.

This map unit makes up 21,685 acres, or about 3
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 34
percent Gator soils, 26 percent Chobee soils, 16
percent Terra Ceia soils, and 24 percent soils of minor
extent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Gator soils is black
muck to a depth of about 26 inches. The underlying
material is very dark gray fine sandy loam to a depth of
about 40 inches, gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 52
inches, and light gray fine sand to a depth of 80 inches
or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Chobee soils is fine
sandy loam. It is black to a depth of 7 inches and very
dark gray to a depth of 11 inches. The subsoil is sandy
clay loam. It is dark gray and has common pockets of
soft calcium carbonate accumulations to a depth of 37
inches and gray to a depth of 48 inches. The underlying
material is greenish gray fine sandy loam to a depth of
about 72 inches and dark gray fine sand below this
depth.

Typically, the surface layer of the Terra Ceia soils is
a mixture of black and dark brown muck to a depth of
about 37 inches and black muck to a depth of 80 inches
or more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Albany,
Bradenton, Hicoria, Holopaw, Ousley, Pineda, Placid,
Popash, and Samsula soils.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat.

18. Hicoria-Placid-Holopaw

Nearly level, poorly drained and very poorly drained,
sandy soils; some are loamy at a depth of 20 to 40
inches or 40 to 80 inches

This map unit is on broad, low flats in the eastern,
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north-central, and northwestern parts of the county. The
landscape is characterized by broad, low flats that are
interspersed with shallow depressions and surrounded
by higher uplands. The natural vegetation consists
mainly of maidencane, chalky bluestem, bushybeard
bluestem, sand cordgrass, and waxmyrtle.

This map unit makes up 5,215 acres, or less than 1
percent of the acreage in the county. It is about 42
percent Hicoria soils, 29 percent Placid soils, 11
percent Holopaw soils, and 18 percent soils of minor
extent.

Hicoria soils are poorly drained and very poorly
drained. Typically, the surface layer is fine sand. It is
very dark gray to a depth of about 11 inches and very
dark grayish brown to a depth of 17 inches. The
subsurface layer, to a depth of about 23 inches, is
brown loamy fine sand. The subsoil is sandy clay loam.
It is grayish brown to a depth of 30 inches and gray to a
depth of 80 inches or more.
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Placid soils are very poorly drained. Typically, the
surface layer is fine sand. It is black to a depth of about
4 inches and very dark gray to a depth of 19 inches.
The underlying material is fine sand. It is very pale
brown to a depth of about 26 inches and light gray to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

Holopaw soils are poorly drained. Typically, the
surface layer is very dark gray fine sand about 3 inches
thick. The subsurface layer is fine sand. It is dark gray
to a depth of about 17 inches, grayish brown to a depth
of 35 inches, and brown to a depth of 54 inches. The
subsaoil is grayish brown fine sandy loam to a depth of
62 inches and gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80
inches or more.

Of minor extent in this map unit are Adamsville,
Bushnell, Ft. Green, Lochloosa, Lutterloh, Mabel,
Moriah, Popash, Sparr, and Tavares soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for livestock
grazing, wildlife habitat, or woodland.
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The map units on the detailed soil maps at the back
of this survey represent the soils in the survey area.
The map unit descriptions in this section, along with the
soil maps, can be used to determine the suitability and
potential of a soil for specific uses. They also can be
used to plan the management needed for those uses.
More information on each map unit, or soil, is given
under the heading “Use and Management of the Soils.”

Each map unit on the detailed soil maps represents
an area on the landscape and consists of one or more
soils for which the unit is named.

A symbol identifying the soil precedes the map unit
name in the soil descriptions. Each description includes
general facts about the soil and gives the principal
hazards and limitations to be considered in planning for
specific uses.

Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make up
a soil series. Except for differences in texture of the
surface layer or of the underlying material, all the soils
of a series have major horizons that are similar in
composition, thickness, and arrangement.

Soils of one series can differ in texture of the surface
layer or of the underlying material. They also can differ
in slope, stoniness, salinity, wetness, degree of erosion,
and other characteristics that affect their use. On the
basis of such differences, a soil series is divided into
soil phases. Most of the areas shown on the detailed
soil maps are phases of soil series. The name of a soil
phase commonly indicates a feature that affects use or
management. For example, Myakka mucky sand,
occasionally flooded, is a phase of the Myakka series.

Some map units are made up of two or more major
soils. These map units are called soil complexes or
undifferentiated groups.

A soil complex consists of two or more soils in such
an intricate pattern or in such small areas that they
cannot be shown separately on the soil maps. The
pattern and proportion of the soils are somewhat similar
in all areas. Levyville-Hague complex is an example.

An undifferentiated group is made up of two or more
soils that could be mapped individually but are mapped
as one unit because similar interpretations can be made
for use and management. The pattern and proportion of

the soils in a mapped area are not uniform. An area can
be made up of only one of the major soils, or it can be
made up of all of them. Gator and Terra Ceia soils,
frequently flooded, is an undifferentiated group in this
survey area.

Most map units include small scattered areas of soils
other than those for which the map unit is named.
Some of these included soils have properties that differ
substantially from those of the major soil or soils. Such
differences could significantly affect use and
management of the soils in the map unit. The included
soils are identified in each map unit description. Some
small areas of strongly contrasting soils are identified by
a special symbol on the soil maps.

This survey includes miscellaneous areas. Such
areas have little or no soil material and support little or
no vegetation. Pits and Dumps is an example.
Miscellaneous areas are shown on the soil maps. Some
that are too small to be shown are identified by a
special symbol on the soil maps.

Table 5 gives the acreage and proportionate extent
of each map unit. Other tables (see “Summary of
Tables”) give properties of the soils and the limitations,
capabilities, and potentials for many uses. The Glossary
defines many of the terms used in describing the soils.

2—Tavares fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes. This
moderately well drained, very deep, nearly level to
gently sloping soil is on uplands and on low knolls and
ridges on flatwoods. Individual areas are generally
irregular in shape and range from 2 to nearly 1,600
acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark grayish
brown fine sand about 7 inches thick. The underlying
material is fine sand. It is brown to a depth of about 41
inches, pale brown to a depth of 58 inches, and white to
a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Tavares
fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Tavares and similar
soils make up about 85 to 99 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 1 to 15 percent.
On 5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make
up more than 15 percent of the mapped areas.
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Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Tavares soil but have more than 5 percent silt and clay
in the 10- to 40-inch control section, have a seasonal
high water table at a depth of 20 to 42 inches, do not
have a seasonal high water table within a depth of 72
inches, have limestone bedrock at a depth of 60 to 80
inches, or have a dark surface layer that is more than
10 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Tavares
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Apopka,
Millhopper, Placid, and Sparr soils. Apopka and
Millhopper soils are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the Tavares soil. Sparr soils are in
the slightly lower landscape positions. Placid soils are in
depressions. Apopka and Millhopper soils have a loamy
subsoil at a depth of 40 to 80 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 42 to 72 inches in the Tavares soil for 1 to 3
months. Permeability is rapid or very rapid. Available
water capacity is very low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of sand live oak, bluejack oak, turkey oak,
longleaf pine, and slash pine in the overstory and
wiregrass, bluestems, and scattered saw palmetto in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

This soil is moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil blowing are
the main management concerns. A well designed
sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to maintain
adequate soil moisture during the growing season for
most cultivated crops. Returning crop residue to the soil
and muiching can increase the content of organic
matter and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil.
Green manure crops, including grasses and legumes,
should be used in the crop rotation. Frequent
applications of lime and fertilizer generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Establishing
windbreaks around fields and utilizing field windstrips
with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil and damage
to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.

This soil is well suited to pasture. Seasonal
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Restricting grazing during
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation, and
applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are
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seedling mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness
and the low fertility; the equipment limitation caused by
the loose, sandy surface layer; and, in some areas,
plant competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash
pine, and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

This soil has only slight limitations affecting sites for
residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Wetness is a moderate limitation on sites
for septic tank absorption fields. installing an oversized
septic tank absorption field and taking care not to
cluster homes and septic systems can help to overcome
this limitation and minimize the hazard of ground-water
pollution. Limitations affecting recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic and restricting access to stabilized areas can help
to overcome these limitations. Applications of mulch,
applications of fertilizer, and irrigation generally are
needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is llls. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10S.

3—O0rsino fine sand, 0 to 8 percent slopes. This
moderately well drained, very deep, nearly level to
gently rolling soil is on dunes and ridges. Individual
areas are generally circular or elongated and range
from 2 to nearly 750 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is gray fine sand about 4
inches thick. The subsurface layer is fine sand. It is
very pale brown to a depth of about 8 inches and white
to a depth of 13 inches. The subsoil is fine sand. It is
brownish yellow to a depth of about 48 inches, light
yellowish brown to a depth of 58 inches, and brownish
yellow to a depth of 70 inches. The underlying material
to a depth of 80 inches or more is white fine sand.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Orsino fine
sand, 0 to 8 percent slopes, Orsino and similar soils
make up about 88 to 100 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than about 12 percent. On
5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 12 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Orsino soil but do not have a leached subsurface layer;
have a surface layer that is made up dominantly of shell
fragments; have limestone bedrock below a depth of 60
inches; have a dark, organically stained subsoil; have a
seasonal high water table at a depth of 20 to 42 inches;



Levy County, Florida

or do not have a seasonal high water table within a
depth of 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Orsino soil
in mapping occur as smalt areas of Immokalee,
Myakka, Otela, Placid, Pompano, Popash, Samsula,
Smyrna, and Sparr soils and soils that have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 60 inches. Placid, Popash,
and Samsula soils are in depressions. Immokalee,
Myakka, Pompano, Smyrna, and Sparr soils are in the
slightly lower landscape positions. Otela soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Orsino soil. They have a loamy subsoil at a depth of 40
to 80 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 48 to 60 inches in the Orsino soil for 1 to 6
months. Permeability is very rapid. Available water
capacity is very low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for wildiife
habitat or the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of sand live oak, turkey oak,
longleaf pine, sand pine, and slash pine in the overstory
and saw palmetto, pineland threeawn, bluestems, and
reindeer moss in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

This soil is very poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil blowing are
the main management concerns. A well designed
sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to maintain
adequate soil moisture during the growing season for
most cultivated crops. In some areas, however,
irrigation may be difficult to install because of the slope.
Returning crop residue to the soil and mulching can
increase the content of organic matter and the water-
holding capacity of the topsoil. Green manure crops,
including grasses and legumes, should be used in the
crop rotation. Frequent applications of lime and fertilizer
generally are needed to improve and maintain fertility.
Establishing windbreaks around fields and utilizing field
windstrips with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil
and damage to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.

This soil is poorly suited to pasture. Prolonged
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are
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seedling mortality caused by the prolonged
droughtiness and the low fertility and the equipment
limitation caused by the loose, sandy surface layer.
Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine, and planting
during the wetter months reduce the seedling mortality
rate. Establishing a close-growing cover crop before
planting can help to stabilize the sandy surface layer,
improve trafficability, and increase the available water
capacity of the topsoil. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation.

This soil has only slight limitations affecting sites for
residential buildings and local roads and streets. In
areas that have slopes of 5 percent or more, the
limitations affecting commercial buildings are moderate.
Wetness is a moderate limitation on sites for septic tank
absorption fields. Installing an oversized septic tank
absorption field and taking care not to cluster homes
and septic systems can help to overcome this limitation
and minimize the hazard of ground-water pollution.
Limitations affecting recreational facilities are severe
because of the loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing
species of turf grass that are tolerant of traffic and
restricting access to stabilized areas can help to
overcome these limitations. Applications of muich,
applications of fertilizer, and irrigation generally are
needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is VlIs. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8S.

4—Millhopper fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes.
This moderately well drained, very deep, nearly level to
gently sloping soil is on uplands. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 3 to nearly
500 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is dark gray fine sand to
a depth of about 4 inches and very dark gray fine sand
to a depth of 8 inches. The subsurface layer is fine
sand. It is pale brown to a depth of about 18 inches,
very pale brown to a depth of 55 inches, and brownish
yellow to a depth of about 63 inches. The subsoil to a
depth of 80 inches or more is yellowish brown sandy
clay loam.

On most of the acreage mapped as Millhopper fine
sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Millhopper and similar soils
make up more than 85 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 15 percent.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Millhopper soil but do not have a seasonal high water
table within a depth of 72 inches, have a seasonal high
water table at a depth of 20 to 42 inches, or have a
loamy subsoil at a depth of 20 to 40 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Millhopper
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
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Astatula, Candler, Lochloosa, Orlando, Placid, Popash,
and Tavares soils. Astatula, Candier, Orlando, and
Tavares soils are in positions on the landscape similar
to those of the Millhopper soil. Adamsvilie and
Lochloosa soils are in the slightly lower landscape
positions. Placid and Popash soils are in depressions.
Candler, Orlando, and Tavares soils are sandy to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

In most years the seasonal high water table is
perched at a depth of 48 to 72 inches in the Millhopper
soil for 1 to 3 months. Permeability is slow to moderate.
Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for wildlife
habitat, pasture, or the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, turkey oak,
longleaf pine, and slash pine in the overstory and
blackberry, pineland threeawn, bluestems, Florida
rosemary, brackenfern, and scattered saw palmetto in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks or Longleaf Pine-Turkey Oak
Hills ecological community (24).

This soil is moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Prolonged droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil
blowing are the main management concerns. A well
designed sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to
maintain adequate soil moisture during the growing
season for most cultivated crops. In many areas,
however, irrigation may be impractical because of a
lack of water. Returning crop residue to the soil and
mulching can increase the content of organic matter
and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil. Green
manure crops, including grasses and legumes, should
be used in the crop rotation. Frequent applications of
lime and fertilizer generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Establishing windbreaks around fields
and utilizing field windstrips with row crops can
minimize loss of topsoil and damage to emergent plants
caused by soil blowing.

This soil is well suited to pasture. The prolonged
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness
and the low fertility; the equipment limitation caused by
the loose, sandy surface layer; and, in some areas,

Soil Survey

plant competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash
pine, and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

This soil has only slight limitations affecting sites for
residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Wetness is a moderate limitation on sites
for septic tank absorption fields. Installing an oversized
septic tank absorption field can help to overcome this
limitation. Limitations affecting most recreational
facilities are severe because of the loose, sandy
surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass that are
tolerant of traffic and restricting access to stabilized
areas can help to overcome these limitations.
Applications of mulch, applications of fertilizer, and
irrigation generally are needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is llls. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10S.

5—Immokalee fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on flatwoods. Individual areas
are generally irregular in shape and range from 2 to
nearly 1,700 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2
percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 9 inches thick. The subsurface layer is fine
sand. It is gray to a depth of about 16 inches and light
gray to a depth of 38 inches. The subsoil is very dark
grayish brown, organically coated fine sand to a depth
of about 43 inches and dark brown fine sand to a depth
of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Immokalee
fine sand, Immokalee and similar soils make up about
91 to 100 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils
make up less than 9 percent. On 5 percent of the
acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 9
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Immokalee soil but have an organically stained subsoil
that is within a depth of 30 inches or below a depth of
50 inches, do not have an organically stained subsoil,
have limestone bedrock below a depth of 60 inches,
have a loamy subsoil below a depth of 40 inches, or
have a sandy texture in the surface layer.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Immokalee
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
Cassia, Hicoria, Janney, Pineda, Placid, Pomello,
Popash, and Zolfo soils and soils that have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 60 inches. Adamsville,
Cassia, Pomello, and Zolfo soils are in the slightly
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higher landscape positions. Pineda and Janney soils
are in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Immokalee soil. Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils are in
depressions. Pineda soils do not have an organically
stained subsoil. They have a loamy subsoil within a
depth of 40 inches. Janney soils have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 40 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 6 to 18 inches in the Immokalee soil for 1 to 4
months. The water table may recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is moderate. Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of slash pine and longleaf pine in the overstory
and saw palmetto, pineland threeawn, waxmyrtle,
gallberry, fetterbush, and bluestems in the understory.
This map unit generally is in the North Florida
Flatwoods ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season, occasional droughtiness,
and low natural fertility are the main management
concerns. Shallow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during the growing
season. Bedding is necessary for most row crops. A
well designed sprinkler irrigation system can help to

maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty periods.

Proper seedbed preparation and weed contro! are
needed to control competing vegetation. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality, plant competition, and the equipment
limitation caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
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bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

Wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic tank
absorption fields, residential and commercial buildings,
local roads and streets, and recreational facilities.
Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil material can
help to overcome the limitations affecting septic tank
absorption fields. Filling, which raises building
foundations above the level of the seasonal wetness,
can help to overcome the limitations affecting residential
and commercial buildings. Raising road bases above
the level of the seasonal wetness and installing a
system of roadside ditches and culverts can help to
overcome the limitations affecting local roads and
streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W.

6—Candler fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes. This
excessively drained, very deep, nearly level to gently
undulating soil is on uplands. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 3 to more
than 10,000 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is dark grayish brown fine
sand about 6 inches thick. The subsurface layer, to a
depth of about 60 inches, is very pale brown fine sand.
Below this to a depth of 80 inches or more is a mixed
subsurface layer and subsoil of very pale brown fine
sand that has common thin, horizontal yellowish brown
lamellae.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Candler
fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Candler and similar
soils make up about 78 to 97 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 3 to 22 percent.
On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make
up more than 22 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Candler soil but have more than 5 percent silt and clay
in the 10- to 40-inch control section, do not have
lamellae within a depth of 80 inches, have a seasonal
high water table at a depth of 40 to 72 inches, or have
a dark surface layer that is more than 7 inches thick.
Also included are small areas that have slopes of more
than 5 percent.
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Dissimilar soils that are included with the Candler soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Apopka,
Millhopper, Placid, Popash, and Sparr soils and soils in
pits and dumps. Apopka and Millhopper soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Candler soil. Adamsville and Sparr soils are in the
slightly lower landscape positions. Placid and Popash
soils are in depressions. Apopka and Millhopper soils
have a loamy subsoil at a depth of 40 to 80 inches.

Throughout the year the seasonal high water table is
below a depth of 72 inches in the Candler soil.
Permeability is rapid. Available water capacity is very
low.

Most areas of this map unit are idle and are used
only as wildlife habitat. Other areas are used for
pasture, cropland, or the production of pine trees or
have been subdivided for residential development.
Natural vegetation consists mainly of turkey oak, live
oak, bluejack oak, longleaf pine, and slash pine in the
overstory and wiregrass, bluestems, blackberry,
Spanish bayonet, Florida rosemary, and scattered saw
palmetto in the understory. This map unit generally is in
the Longleaf Pine-Turkey Oak Hills ecological
community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Prolonged droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil
blowing are the main management concerns. A well
designed sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to
maintain adequate soil moisture during the growing
season for most cultivated crops. In many areas,
however, irrigation may be impractical because of a
lack of water. Returning crop residue to the soil and
mulching can increase the content of organic matter
and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil. Green
manure crops, including grasses and legumes, should
be used in the crop rotation. Frequent applications of
lime and fertilizer generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Establishing windbreaks around fields
and utilizing field windstrips with row crops can
minimize loss of topsoil and damage to emergent plants
caused by soil blowing.

This soil is poorly suited to pasture. The prolonged
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are
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seedling mortality caused by the prolonged
droughtiness and the low fertility and the equipment
limitation caused by the loose, sandy surface layer.
Planting adapted trees, such as sand pine, and planting
during the wetter months reduce the seedling mortality
rate. Establishing a close-growing cover crop before
planting can help to stabilize the sandy surface layer,
improve trafficability, and increase the available water
capacity of the topsoil. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation.

This soil has only slight limitations affecting sites for
septic tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, and local roads and streets. Taking care not
to cluster homes and septic systems minimizes the
hazard of ground-water pollution. Limitations affecting
recreational facilities are severe because of the loose,
sandy surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of droughtiness and traffic can help to
stabilize the surface layer. Applications of mulch,
applications of fertilizer, frequent irrigation, and
restricted access are generally required.

The capability subclass is IVs. The woodland
ordination symbol is 88S.

7—Candler-Apopka complex, 1 to 5 percent
slopes. This map unit consists of an excessively
drained Candler soil and a well drained Apopka soil.
These very deep, nearly level and gently undulating
soils are on uplands. Individual areas are generally
irregular in shape and range from 3 to nearly 2,000
acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Candler soil is very
dark grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is fine sand. It is light yellowish brown
to a depth of about 19 inches, brownish yellow to a
depth of 37 inches, and very pale brown to a depth of
52 inches. Below this to a depth of 80 inches or more is
a mixed subsurface layer and subsoil of very pale
brown fine sand that has many thin, horizontal lenses of
brownish yellow loamy fine sand.

Typically, the surface layer of the Apopka soil is
grayish brown fine sand about 4 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is yellowish brown fine sand to a depth
of about 10 inches, light yellowish brown fine sand to a
depth of 45 inches, very pale brown fine sand to a
depth of 60 inches, and reddish yellow loamy fine sand
to a depth of 71 inches. The subsoil to a depth of 80
inches or more is strong brown sandy clay loam.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Candler-
Apopka complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Candler,
Apopka, and similar soils make up about 93 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 7 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the



Levy County, Florida

dissimilar soils make up more than 7 percent of the
mapped areas. Generally, the mapped areas average
about 70 percent Candler and similar soils and 27
percent Apopka and similar soils.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Candler soil but do not have sandy or loamy lenses
within a depth of 80 inches, have more than 5 percent
silt and clay between depths of 10 and 40 inches, have
a dark surface layer that is more than 10 inches thick,
or have a seasonal high water table at a depth of 40 to
72 inches. Also included are soils that are similar to the
Apopka soil but have a seasonal high water table at a
depth of 40 to 72 inches, have a dark surface layer that
is more than 8 inches thick, or have chert stones or
boulders below a depth of 60 inches. Also included are
small areas of soils that are similar to the Candler and
Apopka soils but have slopes of more than 5 percent.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Candler
and Apopka soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Adamsville, Bonneau, Lochloosa, Placid, Popash, and
Sparr soils and soils that have stones or boulders within
a depth of 60 inches. Bonneau soils are in positions on
the landscape similar to those of the Candler and
Apopka soils. Adamsville, Lochloosa, and Sparr soils
are in the lower landscape positions. Placid and Popash
soils are in depressions. Bonneau soils are moderately
well drained and have a loamy subsoil within a depth of
40 inches.

The components of this map unit are so intermingled
that it is not practical to map them separately at the
scale used in mapping. However, the proportions of the
Candler and Apopka soils and of the similar soils are
fairly consistent in most mapped areas.

Throughout the year the seasonal high water table is
below a depth of 72 inches in the Candler and Apopka
soils. Permeability is rapid in the Candler soil and
moderate in the Apopka soil. Available water capacity is
very low in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Other areas are used for
cropland or have been subdivided for residential
development. Natural vegetation consists mainly of
longleaf pine, slash pine, turkey oak, live oak, post oak,
and bluejack oak in the overstory and wiregrass,
bluestems, blackberry, cabbage-palm, Spanish bayonet,
Florida rosemary, and scattered saw palmetto in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Longleaf
Pine-Turkey Oak Hills ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Prolonged droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil
blowing are the main management concerns. A well
designed sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to
maintain adequate soil moisture during the growing
season for most cultivated crops. In many areas,
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however, irrigation may be impractical because of a
lack of water. Returning crop residue to the soil and
mulching can increase the content of organic matter
and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil. Green
manure crops, including grasses and legumes, should
be used in the crop rotation. Frequent applications of
lime and fertilizer generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Establishing windbreaks around fields
and utilizing field windstrips with row crops can
minimize loss of topsoil and damage to emergent plants
caused by soil blowing.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
prolonged droughtiness and the low natural fertility are
the main management concerns. They limit the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Adapted plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and
hairy indigo, grow well if properly managed. Pastures
should be established or renovated during the wetter
months. Restricting grazing during extended dry periods
helps to prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking
rates, pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help
to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness
and the low fertility; the equipment limitation caused by
the loose, sandy surface layer; and, in some areas,
plant competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash
pine, and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

These soils have only slight limitations affecting sites
for septic tank absorption fields, residential and
commercial buildings, and local roads and streets.
Taking care not to cluster homes and septic systems
minimizes the hazard of ground-water pollution.
Limitations affecting recreational facilities are severe
because of the loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing
turf grasses that are tolerant of droughtiness and traffic
can help to stabilize the surface layer. Applications of
mulch, applications of fertilizer, frequent irrigation, and
restricted access are generally required.

The capability subclass is IVs for the Candler soil
and llIs for the Apopka soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 8S for the Candler soil and 10S for the
Apopka soil.

8—Smyrna fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on flatwoods. Individual areas
are generally irregular in shape and range from 2 to
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more than 10,000 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to
2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is dark brown fine sand
about 5 inches thick. The subsurface layer is fine sand.
It is gray to a depth of about 9 inches and light
brownish gray to a depth of 19 inches. The subsoil is
black, organically coated fine sand to a depth of about
23 inches and a mixture of dark yellowish brown and
very dark grayish brown fine sand to a depth of 28
inches. The underlying material is very pale brown fine
sand to a depth of about 57 inches and white fine sand
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Smyrna
fine sand, Smyrna and similar soils make up about 87
to 100 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils
make up less than about 13 percent. On 5 percent of
the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 13
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Smyrna soil but have an organically coated subsoil
below a depth of 20 inches, do not have an organically
coated subsoil, do not have a subsurface layer, have a
loamy subsoil below a depth of 40 inches, or have
limestone bedrock below a depth of 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Smyrna soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Boca,
Cassia, Pineda, Placid, Pomello, Popash, Samsula,
Wauchula, and Zolfo soils and soils that have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 60 inches. Boca, Pineda, and
Wauchula soils are in positions on the landscape similar
to those of the Smyrna soil. Adamsville, Cassia,
Pomello, and Zolfo soils are in the slightly higher
landscape positions. Placid, Popash, and Samsula soils
are in depressions. Boca, Pineda, and Wauchula soils
have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 40 inches. Boca
and Pineda soils do not have an organically stained
subsoil, and Boca soils have limestone bedrock within a
depth of 40 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 6 to 18 inches in the Smyrna soil for 1 to 4
months. The water table may recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is moderate or moderately rapid. Available water
capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of slash pine and longleaf pine in the
overstory and saw palmetto, pineland threeawn,
waxmyrtle, fetterbush, gallberry, and bluestems in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season, occasional droughtiness,
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and the low natural fertility are the main management
concerns. Shallow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during the growing
season. Bedding is necessary for most row crops. A
well designed sprinkler irrigation system can help to
maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty periods.
Proper seedbed preparation and weed control are
needed to control competing vegetation. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to avoid damage
to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation,
and applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in
good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
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establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can heip to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

9—Pomona fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on flatwoods. Individual areas
are generally irregular in shape and range from 2 to
nearly 1,000 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2
percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer, to a
depth of about 23 inches, is gray fine sand. The upper
subsoil is dark brown, organically coated fine sand to a
depth of about 27 inches and dark yellowish brown fine
sand to a depth of 30 inches. Below this, to a depth of
about 61 inches, are intervening layers of very pale
brown fine sand and grayish brown loamy fine sand.
The lower subsoil to a depth of 80 inches or more is
gray sandy clay loam.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Pomona
fine sand, Pomona and similar soils make up about 89
to 100 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils
make up less than 11 percent. On 5 percent of the
acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 11
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Pomona soil but have an organically coated subsoil that
is below a depth of 30 inches, do not have an
organically coated subsoil, do not have a subsurface
layer, do not have a loamy subsoil, or have limestone
bedrock below a depth of 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Pomona
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
Bivans, Boca, Bradenton, Ft. Green, Hicoria, Pineda,
Placid, Popash, Sparr, Wauchula, and Zolfo soils and
soils that have limestone bedrock within a depth of 60
inches. Adamsville, Bivans, Ft. Green, Sparr, and Zolfo
sails are in the slightly higher landscape positions.
Boca, Bradenton, Pineda, and Wauchula soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Pomona soil. Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils are in
depressions. Boca, Bradenton, and Pineda soils do not
have an organically stained subsoil and have a loamy
subsoil within a depth of 40 inches. Wauchula soils also
have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 40 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 6 to 18 inches in the Pomona soil for 1 to 4
months. The water table may recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is moderately slow or moderate. Available water
capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
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production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of slash pine, longleaf pine, and loblolly
pine in the overstory and saw palmetto, pineland
threeawn, bluestems, waxmyrtle, fetterbush, and
gallberry in the understory. This map unit generally is in
the North Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season, occasional droughtiness,
and low natural fertility are the main management
concerns. Shallow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during the growing
season. Bedding is necessary for most row crops. A
well designed sprinkler irrigation system can help to
maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty periods.
Proper seedbed preparation and weed control are
needed to control competing vegetation. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
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material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

10—Placid fine sand. This very poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on marsh prairies and low
flatwoods. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 2 to nearly 700 acres in size.
Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is black fine sand to a
depth of about 4 inches and very dark gray fine sand to
a depth of 19 inches. The underlying material is very
pale brown fine sand to a depth of about 26 inches and
light gray fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Placid fine
sand, Placid and similar soils make up about 76 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 24 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 14 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Placid soil but have an organically coated subsoil, have
a loamy subsoil below a depth of 40 inches, do not
have a dark surface layer that is more than 10 inches
thick, have a surface layer of loamy fine sand or mucky
fine sand that is more than 3 inches thick, or have
limestone bedrock below a depth of 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Placid soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Pineda,
Popash, Samsula, and Zolfo soils and soils that are in
depressions or that have limestone bedrock within a
depth of 60 inches. Adamsville and Zolfo soils are in the
slightly higher landscape positions. Pineda soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the Placid
soil. Popash and Samsula soils are in depressions.
Pineda soils have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 40
inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Placid soil for more than 6
months, but it can be above the surface for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains or can recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is rapid. Available water capacity is low.
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Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of slash pine, loblolly pine, and
sweetgum in the overstory and saw palmetto, gallberry,
fetterbush, waxmyrtle, wiregrass, bluestems, and
sedges in the understory. Some areas do not have a
woody overstory, and the native vegetation consists
mainly of grasses and shrubs, including bluestems,
waxmyrtle, maidencane, and sand cordgrass. This map
unit generally is in the North Florida Flatwoods or
Slough ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season is the main management
concern. Shallow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during wet periods.
Bedding is necessary for most row crops. Proper
seedbed preparation and weed control are needed to
control competing vegetation.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness is the main management concern. it limits the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Shallow surface ditches can be installed to remove
excess water more rapidly during wet periods. Adapted
plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Restricting grazing
during very wet periods helps to prevent damage to
plant roots. Proper stocking rates and pasture rotation
help to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Limiting mechanical
operations to the drier periods reduces the equipment
limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Planting
adapted trees, such as slash pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
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septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is lllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 11W.

11—Placid and Samsula soils, depressional. These
very poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soils are in
depressions on flatwoods. They are ponded. Individual
areas are generally oval or irregular in shape and range
from 2 to nearly 2,000 acres in size. Slopes are 0 to 1
percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Placid soil is black
muck to a depth of about 3 inches and very dark gray
fine sand to a depth of 14 inches. The underlying
material is light gray fine sand to a depth of about 24
inches, brown fine sand to a depth of 45 inches, and
very pale brown fine sand to a depth of 80 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Samsula soil is
dark brown muck to a depth of about 6 inches and
black muck to a depth of 47 inches. The underlying
material is grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about
62 inches and light brownish gray fine sand to a depth
of 80 inches or more.

Some areas of the map unit are made up of Placid
and similar soils, some are made up of Samsula and
similar soils, and some are made up of both soils. The
relative proportion of the combinations of the soils
varies. Areas of the individual soils are large enough to
map separately, but because of present and predicted
use they were mapped as one unit.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Placid and
Samsula soils, depressional, Placid, Samsula, and
similar soils make up about 88 to 100 percent of the
map unit. Dissimilar soils make up less than 12 percent.
On 5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make
up more than 12 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Placid soil but have an organic surface layer that is less
than 3 inches thick; have a dark, organically coated
subsoil or a loamy subsoil below a depth of 20 inches:
do not have a dark surface layer as much as 10 inches
in thickness; or have bedrock between depths of 40 and
80 inches. Also included are soils that are similar to the
Samsula soil but have a loamy layer or a dark,
organically coated, sandy layer below the organic
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surface layer; have an organic surface layer that is
more than 51 inches thick or less than 16 inches thick:
have loamy material underlying the organic surface
layer; are more alkaline in the surface layer; or have
bedrock between depths of 40 and 80 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Placid and
Samsula soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Chobee, Holopaw, Myakka, Pineda, Pomona, Pompano,
and Smyrna soils and soils that have bedrock at a
depth of 20 to 40 inches. Chobee soils are in positions
on the landscape similar to those of the Placid and
Samsula soils. Holopaw, Myakka, Pineda, Pomona,
Pompano, and Smyrna soils are in the slightly higher
landscape positions. Chobee soils are loamy
throughout.

During most years the seasonal high water table is
above the surface in the Placid and Samsula soils for
more than 6 months and is within a depth of 12 inches
during the rest of the year. Permeability is rapid in both
soils. Available water capacity is low in the Placid soil
and high in the Samsula soil.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of cypress, red maple,
sweetbay, sweetgum, and Florida willow in the
overstory and pickerelweed, lizard’s-tail, water iris, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory. Some areas
do not have a woody overstory and support thick stands
of sawgrass or maidencane. This map unit generally is
in the Swamp Hardwood, Cypress Swamp, or Sawgrass
Marsh ecological community (24).

These soils are not suited to and generally are not
used for cropland, pasture, or the production of pine
trees. Limitations, including ponding, are impractical to
overcome under normal circumstances.

The ponding is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Extensive renovation measures, including
drainage systems and the addition of large amounts of
fill, are necessary to overcome this limitation.

The capability subclass is VIlw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 2W.

12—Otela-Candler complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes.
This map unit consists of a moderately well drained
Otela soil and an excessively drained Candler soil.
These very deep, nearly level to gently sloping soils are
on karst uplands. Individual areas are generally
irregular in shape and range from 5 to more than
10,000 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Otela soil is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is fine sand. It is brown to a depth of
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about 21 inches, very pale brown to a depth of 32
inches, and white to a depth of 50 inches. Below this is
a mixed subsurface layer and subsoil that is brownish
yellow fine sandy loam to a depth of about 61 inches,
brownish yellow sandy clay loam to a depth of 68
inches, and light gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80
inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Candler soil is
grayish brown fine sand about 7 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is grayish brown fine sand to a depth
of about 14 inches, pale brown fine sand to a depth of
30 inches, and very pale brown fine sand to a depth of
75 inches. Below this to a depth of 80 inches or more is
a mixed subsurface layer and subsoil of white fine sand
that has common thin, horizontal lenses of yellowish
brown loamy fine sand.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 56
percent Otela and similar soils and 33 percent Candler
and similar soils. The components of this map unit are
so intermingled that it is not practical to map them
separately at the scale used in mapping. However, the
proportions of the Otela and Candler soils and of the
similar soils are fairly consistent in most mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Otela-
Candler complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Otela, Candler,
and similar soils make up about 82 to 95 percent of the
mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 5 to 18
percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 18 percent of the mapped
areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Otela soil but have a dark surface layer that is more
than 10 inches thick, have bedrock at a depth of 50 to
60 inches, have a seasonal high water table at a depth
of 20 to 42 inches, or do not have a seasonai high
water table within a depth of 72 inches. Also included
are soils that are similar to the Candler soil but have
more than 5 percent silt and clay between depths of 10
and 40 inches, have a dark surface layer that is more
than 8 inches thick, do not have sandy or loamy lenses
within a depth of 80 inches, or have a seasonal high
water table at a depth of 40 to 72 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Otela and
Candler soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Adamsville, Bonneau, Bushnell, Hague, Jonesville,
Moriah, Placid, Popash, and Shadeville soils. Bonneau,
Hague, Jonesville, and Shadeville soils are in positions
on the landscape similar to those of the Otela and
Candler soils. Adamsville, Bushnell, and Mariah soils
are in the lower landscape positions. Placid and Popash
soils are in depressions. Bonneau, Hague, Jonesville,
and Shadeville soils have a loamy subsoil within a
depth of 40 inches. Jonesville soils have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 40 inches.

Soil Survey

in most years the seasonal high water table is
perched at a depth of 48 to 72 inches in the Otela soil
for 1 to 4 months. It is below a depth of 72 inches in the
Candler soil throughout the year. Permeability is slow or
moderately slow in the Otela soil and rapid in the
Candler soil. Available water capacity is low in the Otela
soil and very low in the Candler soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development. Natural vegetation consists mainly of live
oak, laurel oak, magnolia, slash pine, longleaf pine, and
scattered turkey oak in the overstory and blackberry,
pineland threeawn, greenbrier, brackenfern, bluestems,
and scattered saw palmetto and cabbage-palm in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil blowing are
the main management concerns. A well designed
sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to maintain
adequate soil moisture during the growing season for
most cultivated crops. Returning crop residue to the soil
and mulching can increase the content of organic
matter and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil.
Green manure crops, including grasses and legumes,
should be used in the crop rotation. Frequent
applications of lime and fertilizer generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Establishing
windbreaks around fields and utilizing field windstrips
with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil and damage
to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.

These soils are well suited to pasture. Seasonal
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness
and the low fertility; the equipment limitation caused by
the loose, sandy surface layer; and, in some areas,
plant competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash
pine, and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
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are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

These soils have only slight limitations affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. The Otela soil is moderately limited as a
site for septic tank absorption fields because of wetness
and the slow or moderately slow permeability in the
subsoil. The Candler soil is slightly limited as a site for
septic tank absorption fields. Careful site investigation is
needed. Installing an oversized septic tank absorption
field and avoiding the clustering of homes and septic
systems can help to overcome the limitations and
minimize the hazard of ground-water pollution.
Limitations affecting most recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic and restricting access to stabilized areas can help
to overcome these limitations. Applications of mulch,
applications of fertilizer, and irrigation generally are
needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is Ills for the Otela soil and
IVs for the Candler soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 10S for the Otela soil and 8S for the Candler
soil.

13—Wekiva fine sand. This poorly drained, shallow
to moderately deep, nearly level soil is on low ridges.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 2 to more than 10,000 acres in size. Slopes
range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer, to a
depth of about 9 inches, is grayish brown fine sand.
The subsoil, to a depth of about 18 inches, is yellowish
brown sandy clay loam. Below this is limestone
bedrock.

On 90 percent of the acreage mapped as Wekiva
fine sand, Wekiva and similar soils make up about 75 to
100 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make
up less than 25 percent. On 10 percent of the acreage,
the dissimilar soils make up more than 25 percent of
the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Wekiva soil but do not have a sandy surface layer that
is 7 or more inches thick, have limestone bedrock below
a depth of 30 inches or at a depth of 4 to 9 inches, do
not have a loamy subsoil, or have a loamy subsoil at a
depth of 20 to 40 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Wekiva soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Aripeka, Bradenton,
Chobee, Hicoria, Holopaw, Matmon, Moriah, and
Pineda soils and soils that have limestone bedrock
within a depth of 4 inches. Aripeka, Matmon, and
Moriah soils are in the slightly higher landscape
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positions. Bradenton, Holopaw, and Pineda soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Wekiva soil. Chobee soils are in the lower landscape
positions, and Hicoria soils are in depressions.
Bradenton, Holopaw, and Pineda soils do not have
limestone bedrock within a depth of 40 inches and do
not have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 20 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Wekiva soil for 2 to 6
months. It is above the surface for 1 to 2 weeks
following heavy rains. The water table recedes into
crevices and solution holes in the bedrock during
droughty periods. Permeability is moderately slow.
Available water capacity is very low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of slash pine, loblolly pine, laurel oak,
sweetgum, cedar, and magnolia in the overstory and
cabbage-palm, saw palmetto, greenbrier, waxmyrtle,
pineland threeawn, and bluestems in the understory.
This map unit generally is in the Wetland Hardwood
Hammocks ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are a restricted root zone,
the depth to bedrock, and wetness, which may delay
planting. Bedding and installing surface ditches
generally are needed if row crops are grown, but
special equipment may be needed because of the
limited depth to bedrock. During droughty periods, the
water table is below the bedrock, and thus sufficient
moisture is not available to plant roots. Special
cultivation equipment may be needed because of the
limited depth to bedrock. Proper seedbed preparation
and weed control are needed to control competing
vegetation.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are the wetness and the
restricted root zone. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can help to remove excess water more rapidly
during wet periods, but special equipment may be
needed because of the limited depth to bedrock. During
droughty periods, the water table is below the bedrock,
and thus sufficient moisture is not available to plant
roots. Adapted plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass
and hairy indigo, grow well if properly managed.
Restricting grazing during very wet periods or extended
dry periods helps to prevent damage to piant roots.
Proper stocking rates and pasture rotation help to keep
the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
low. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, plant
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competition, and windthrow, which is caused by the
wetness and the depth to bedrock. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Because of the
shallowness to bedrock, specialized equipment may be
needed for proper site preparation and tree planting
activities. Limiting mechanical operations to the drier
periods reduces the equipment limitation and usually
results in less soil compaction and damage to roots
during thinning operations. Planting adapted trees, such
as slash pine or loblolly pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. Thinning the
hardwood overstory instead of clearcutting or leaving
some rows of unharvested trees as windbreaks reduces
the hazard of windthrow. During harvest, site
preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of the
creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The wetness and the depth to bedrock are severe
limitations on sites for septic tank absorption fields,
residential and commercial buildings, local roads and
streets, and most recreational facilities. Careful site
investigation is needed to locate suitably large areas
that are deep enough over bedrock. Installing a filtering
mound of suitable soil material can help to overcome
the limitations affecting septic tank absorption fields.
Filling, which raises building foundations above the level
of the seasonal wetness, can help to overcome the
limitations affecting residential and commercial
buildings. Raising road bases above the level of the
seasonal wetness and installing a system of roadside
ditches and culverts can help to overcome the
limitations affecting local roads and streets, but special
equipment may be needed because of the limited depth
to bedrock. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W.

14—Shadeville-Otela complex, 1 to 5 percent
slopes. This map unit consists of a deep or very deep
Shadeville soil and a very deep Otela soil. These
moderately well drained, nearly level to gently sloping
soils are on karst uplands. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 4 to nearly
2,600 acres in size.

Soil Survey

Typically, the surface layer of the Shadeville soil is
very dark grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick.
The subsurface layer is dark yellowish brown fine sand
to a depth of about 27 inches and yellow fine sand to a
depth of 35 inches. The subsoil is strong brown fine
sandy loam to a depth of about 60 inches and light gray
fine sandy loam to a depth of 64 inches. White
limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 64 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Otela soil is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is brown fine sand to a depth of about
16 inches, pale brown fine sand to a depth of 21
inches, very pale brown fine sand to a depth of 50
inches, and white fine sand to a depth of 60 inches.
The subsoil is yellowish brown fine sandy loam to a
depth of about 66 inches, yellowish brown sandy clay
loam to a depth of 72 inches, and brownish yellow
sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 50
percent Shadeville and similar soils and 31 percent
Otela and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Shadeville and Otela
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Shadeville-
Otela complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Shadeville, Otela,
and similar soils make up about 75 to 86 percent of the
mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 14 to 25
percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 25 percent of the mapped
areas.

included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Shadeville soil but do not have bedrock within a depth
of 72 inches, have bedrock at a depth of 20 to 40
inches, have a dark surface layer that is more than 10
inches thick, contain more than 35 percent clay in the
upper 20 inches of the subsoil, or have a seasonal high
water table at a depth of 20 to 48 inches. Also included
are soils that are similar to the Shadeville and Otela
soils but have sandy materials underlying the subsaoil,
have a dark surface layer that is more than 10 inches
thick, have a seasonal high water table at a depth of 20
to 40 inches, do not have a seasonal high water table
within a depth of 72 inches, or have base saturation of
less than 35 percent in the lower part of the subsaoil.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Otela soil
but have strong brown or reddish yellow colors in the
subsoil, are sandy to a depth of 80 inches or more, or
have a seasonal high water table at a depth of 20 to 42
inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Shadeville
and Otela soils in mapping occur as small areas of
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Adamsville, Bushnell, Levyville, Mabel, Micanopy,
Pedro, and Seaboard soils. Bushnell, Levyville, Mabel,
Micanopy, Pedro, and Seaboard soils are in positions
on the landscape similar to those of the Shadeville and
Otela soils. Adamsville soils are in the slightly lower
landscape positions. Bushnell, Levyville, Mabel,
Micanopy, and Pedro soils have a loamy or clayey
subsoil within a depth of 20 inches. Pedro and
Seaboard soils have limestone bedrock within a depth
of 20 inches. Bushnell soils have limestone bedrock
within a depth of 40 inches.

The seasonal high water table is perched at a depth
of 48 to 72 inches in the Shadeville soil for 1 to 3
months during most years. It is perched at a depth of
42 to 72 inches in the Otela soil for 1 to 3 months
during most years. Permeability is slow in the
Shadeville soil and slow or moderately slow in the Otela
soil. Available water capacity is low in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for residential
development or the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak,
magnolia, slash pine, and longleaf pine in the overstory
and blackberry, pineland threeawn, greenbrier,
American beautyberry, brackenfern, bluestems, and
scattered saw palmetto and cabbage-palm in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil blowing are
the main management concerns. A well designed
sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to maintain
adequate soil moisture during the growing season for
most cultivated crops. Returning crop residue to the soil
and mulching can increase the content of organic
matter and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil.
Green manure crops, including grasses and legumes,
should be used in the crop rotation. Frequent
applications of lime and fertilizer generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Establishing
windbreaks around fields and utilizing field windstrips
with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil and damage
to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.

These soils are well suited to pasture. Seasonal
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Restricting grazing during
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation, and
applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
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is high. The main management concerns are seedling
mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness and the
low fertility; the equipment limitation caused by the
loose, sandy surface layer; and, in some areas, plant
competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

These soils have only slight limitations affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Wetness, the restricted permeability in the
subsoil, and the bedrock are moderate limitations on
sites for septic tank absorption fields. Installing an
oversized septic tank absorption field and taking care
not to cluster homes and septic systems can help to
overcome these limitations and minimize the hazard of
ground-water pollution. Limitations affecting most
recreational facilities are severe because of the loose,
sandy surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of traffic and restricting access to
stabilized areas can help to overcome these limitations.
Applications of mulch, applications of fertilizer, and
irrigation generally are needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is Ils for the Shadeville soil
and llls for the Otela soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 11S for the Shadevilie soil and 10S for the
Otela soil.

15—Holopaw-Pineda complex, frequently flooded.
These poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soils are
on flood plains along rivers and creeks. They are
frequently flooded. Individual areas are generally
elongated and range from 3 to nearly 300 acres in size.
Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Holopaw soil is
very dark gray fine sand about 3 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is light brownish gray fine sand to a
depth of about 50 inches and pale brown fine sand to a
depth of 60 inches. The subsoil is gray sandy clay loam
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Pineda soil is black
fine sand about 4 inches thick. The upper part of the
subsoil is brown fine sand tc a depth of about 14
inches. The underlying material is light gray fine sand to
a depth of about 28 inches and white fine sand to a
depth of 35 inches. The lower part of the subsoil is light
gray fine sandy loam to a depth of about 52 inches. The
underlying material is gray fine sand to a depth of 80
inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 55
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percent Holopaw and similar soils and 29 percent
Pineda and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Holopaw and Pineda
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Holopaw-
Pineda complex, frequently flooded, Holopaw, Pineda,
and similar soils make up about 76 to 93 percent of the
mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 7 to 24
percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 24 percent of the mapped
areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Holopaw soil but do not have a loamy subsoil within a
depth of 80 inches, have a dark surface layer that is
more than 7 inches thick, or have a subsurface layer
that has colors in shades of yellowish brown. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Pineda soil but
do not have a sandy subsoil that is more than 4 inches
thick, do not have sandy pockets and intrusions in the
upper 2 to 10 inches of the loamy subsaoil, or have a
dark surface layer that is more than 10 inches thick.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Pineda
and Holopaw soils but have bedrock or layers of shell
fragments below a depth of 60 to 80 inches or have a
surface layer of muck, loamy sand, or sandy loam that
is more than 3 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Holopaw
and Pineda soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Albany, Bradenton, Chobee, Gator, Ousley, and Terra
Ceia soils and soils that have limestone bedrock within
a depth of 60 inches. Bradenton and Chobee soils are
in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Holopaw and Pineda soils. Albany and Ousley soils are
in the slightly higher landscape positions. Gator and
Terra Ceia soils are in the lower landscape positions.
Bradenton soils have a loamy subsoil within a depth of
20 inches. Chobee soils are loamy throughout.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Holopaw and Pineda soils
for 2 to 6 months, but it can recede to a depth of about
60 inches during droughty periods. Areas of this map
unit are flooded by adjacent rivers or creeks for periods
of 1 to 4 months during most years. Permeability is
moderate in the Holopaw soil and slow or very slow in
the Pineda soil. Available water capacity is low in both
soils.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Some
small areas are used for the production of pine trees.
Natural vegetation consists mainly of laurel oak, water
oak, sweetgum, red maple, slash pine, longieaf pine,

Soil Survey

basswood, and scattered baldcypress in the overstory
and cabbage-palm, longleaf uniola, low panicums, and
scattered saw palmetto in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the Bottomland Hardwoods ecological
community (24).

These soils are not suited to and generally are not
used for cropland. Limitations, including flooding and
wetness, are impractical to overcome under normal
circumstances.

These soils are poorly suited to pasture. The
flooding, the wetness, and the low natural fertility are
the main management concerns. They limit the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Shallow surface ditches can be installed to remove
excess water more rapidly during wet periods. Native
forage species grow well if properly managed.
Restricting grazing during very wet periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness and the flooding.
Site preparation should include removing the larger
debris to facilitate mechanical operations, chopping the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition, and bedding to reduce the seedling
mortality rate. Shallow surface ditches can be installed
to remove excess water more rapidly during wet
periods. Limiting mechanical operations to the drier
periods reduces the equipment limitation and usually
results in less soil compaction and damage to roots
during thinning operations. Planting adapted trees, such
as slash pine, reduces the seedling mortality rate.
Prescribed burning and controlled grazing in established
stands help to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility. During harvest, site preparation,
and road-building activities, the flow of the creeks and
drainageways that remove excess water from the area
should not be impeded.

The flooding and the wetness are severe limitations
on sites for septic tank absorption fields, residential and
commercial buildings, local roads and streets, and
recreational facilities. Extensive renovation measures,
including the installation of levees and drainage
systems, are necessary to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Viw for the Holopaw soil
and Vw for the Pineda soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 10W for both soils.

16—Chobee-Gator complex, frequently flooded.
These very poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soils
are on flood plains. They are frequently flooded.



Levy County, Florida

Individual areas are generally elongated and range from
4 to nearly 2,900 acres in size. Slopes are 0 to 1
percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Chobee soil is dark
brown muck to a depth of about 3 inches and very dark
gray fine sandy loam to a depth of 19 inches. The
subsoil, to a depth of about 42 inches, is dark gray
sandy clay loam. The underlying material to a depth of
80 inches or more is gray loamy fine sand.

Typically, the surface layer of the Gator soil is black
muck about 26 inches thick. The underlying material is
very dark gray fine sandy loam to a depth of about 40
inches, gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 52 inches,
and light gray fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or
more.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Chobee-
Gator complex, frequently flooded, Chobee, Gator, and
similar soils make up about 77 to 100 percent of the
mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than about
23 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 23 percent of the mapped
areas. Generally, the mapped areas average about 45
percent Chobee and similar soils and 43 percent Gator
and similar soils.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Chobee soil but have a sandy substratum at a depth of
20 to 40 inches, have a dark surface layer that is less
than 10 inches thick, have an organic surface layer that
is 4 to 16 inches thick, have a surface layer of loamy
fine sand or sandy clay loam that is 4 to 20 inches
thick, or have bedrock between depths of 40 and 80
inches. Also included are soils that are similar to the
Gator soil but have a sandy layer that is more than 12
inches thick and underlies the organic surface layer,
have an organic surface layer that is more than 51
inches thick, or have bedrock between depths of 40 and
80 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Chobee
and Gator soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Bradenton, Hicoria, Holopaw, Myakka, Pineda, Placid,
Pompano, and Popash soils and soils that have
bedrock between depths of 20 and 40 inches. Hicoria,
Placid, and Popash soils are in positions on the
landscape similar to those of the Chobee and Gator
soils. Bradenton, Holopaw, Myakka, Pineda, and
Pompano soils are in the slightly higher landscape
positions. Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils are sandy
to a depth of 20 inches or more.

The components of this map unit are so intermingled
that it is not practical to map them separately at the
scale used in mapping. However, the proportions of the
Chobee and Gator soils and of the similar soils are
fairly consistent in most mapped areas.

Throughout the year the seasonal high water table is
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within a depth of 6 inches in the Chobee and Gator
soils. Areas of this map unit are flooded by adjacent
rivers or creeks for periods of 1 to 6 months during
most years. Permeability is slow or very slow in the
Chobee soil and moderate in the Gator soil. Available
water capacity is moderate in the Chobee soil and very
high in the Gator soil.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of cypress, red maple,
sweetbay, sweetgum, and Florida willow in the
overstory and pickerelweed, lizard’s-tail, water iris, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory. This map
unit generally is in the Swamp Hardwoods or Cypress
Swamp ecological community (24).

These soils are not suited to and generally are not
used for cropland, pasture, or the production of pine
trees. Limitations, including flooding and wetness, are
impractical to overcome under normal circumstances.

The flooding and the wetness are severe limitations
affecting sites for septic tank absorption fields,
residential and commercial buildings, local roads and
streets, and recreational facilities. Extensive renovation
measures, including the installation of levees and
drainage systems and the addition of large amounts of
fill, are necessary to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Vw for the Chobee soil and
Vilw for the Gator soil. The woodland ordination symbol
is 6W for both soils.

17—Adamsville fine sand, 0 to 5 percent slopes.
This somewhat poorly drained, very deep, nearly level
to gently sloping soil is on low ridges and knolls on or
adjacent to flatwoods. Individual areas are generally
irregular in shape, and range from 2 to nearly 1,000
acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand to a depth of about 6 inches and dark gray fine
sand to a depth of 14 inches. The underlying material is
fine sand. It is grayish brown to a depth of about 32
inches, pale brown to a depth of 43 inches, light gray to
a depth of 70 inches, and white to a depth of 80 inches
or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Adamsville
fine sand, O to 5 percent siopes, Adamsville and similar
soils make up about 79 to 88 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 12 to 21 percent.
On 5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make
up more than 21 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Adamsville soil but have a light-colored subsurface
layer that overlies a brown or yellow subsoil; have a
dark, organically coated subsoil; have a loamy subsoil
or limestone bedrock below a depth of 40 inches; or
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have a dark surface layer that is more than 10 inches
thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Adamsville
soil in mapping are small areas of Hicoria, Immokalee,
Millhopper, Myakka, Orsino, Placid, Pomona, Pompano,
Popash, Smyrna, Tavares, and Wauchula soils and
soils that have limestone bedrock within a depth of 60
inches. Millhopper, Orsino, and Tavares soils are in the
higher landscape positions. Immokalee, Myakka,
Pomona, Pompano, Smyrna, and Wauchula soils are in
the slightly lower landscape positions. Hicoria, Placid,
and Popash soils are in depressions.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 24 to 42 inches in the Adamsville soil for 2 to 6
months. It is at a depth of 12 to 24 inches for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains. Permeability is rapid.
Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak, slash pine, and
longleaf pine in the overstory and pineland threeawn,
saw palmetto, gallberry, blackberry, bluestems, running
oak, and reindeer moss in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the North Florida Flatwoods ecological
community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which can delay planting; seasonal droughtiness
caused by the low available water capacity; and low
natural fertility. Shallow surface ditches and grassed
waterways can help to remove excess water during wet
periods. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system can
help to maintain optimum soil moisture in the root zone
during droughty periods. Frequent applications of
fertilizer and lime generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Returning crop residue to the soil and
using a cropping system that includes grasses and
legumes can help to maintain the content of organic
matter and improve tilth. Green manure crops, including
grasses and legumes, should be used in the crop
rotation.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are low natural fertility and
seasonal droughtiness caused by the low available
water capacity in the root zone. They limit the selection
of plant species and the periods of grazing. Adapted
plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Restricting grazing
during extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to
plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation, and
applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
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moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness and the seedling mortality caused
by the low available water capacity in the root zone and
the low fertility. Limiting mechanical operations to the
drier periods reduces the equipment limitation and
usually results in less soil compaction and damage to
roots during thinning operations. Site preparation should
include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

The wetness is a moderate limitation affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Installing a subsurface drainage system
around the foundations of buildings and installing
shallow ditches along roadsides can help to overcome
this limitation. The wetness is a severe limitation on
sites for septic tank absorption fields. Installing a
filtering mound of suitable soil material can help to
overcome this limitation. Limitations affecting most
recreational facilities are severe because of the loose,
sandy surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of traffic can help to overcome these
limitations.

The capability subclass is lllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

18—Wauchula fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on flatwoods. Individual areas
are generally irregular in shape and range from 13 to
nearly 800 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2
percent.

Typically, the surface layer is dark gray fine sand
about 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer, to a depth
of about 18 inches, is light gray fine sand. The subsoil
is very dark brown, organically coated fine sand to a
depth of about 27 inches; light yellowish brown fine
sand to a depth of 32 inches; light brownish gray sandy
clay loam to a depth of 47 inches; light gray sandy clay
loam to a depth of 61 inches; and gray loamy fine sand
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Wauchula
fine sand, Wauchula and similar soils make up about 79
to 100 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils
make up less than 21 percent. On 5 percent of the
acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 21
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Wauchula soil but do not have an organically coated
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subsoil within a depth of 30 inches, have a loamy
subsoil at a depth of 40 to 80 inches, do not have a
subsurface layer, have a dark surface horizon that is
more than 8 inches thick, or have bedrock or layers of
shell fragments below a depth of 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Wauchula
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
Boca, Bradenton, Cassia, Hicoria, Immokalee, Janney,
Myakka, Placid, Pomelio, Pompano, Popash, Smyrna,
Sparr, and Zolfo soils and soils that have bedrock within
a depth of 60 inches. Boca, Bradenton, Immokalee,
Janney, Myakka, Pompano, and Smyrna soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Wauchula soil. Adamsville, Cassia, Pomello, Sparr, and
Zolfo soils are in the slightly higher landscape positions.
Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils are in depressions.
Boca, Bradenton, and Pompano soils do not have an
organically stained subsoil. Janney and Boca soils have
limestone bedrock within a depth of 40 inches.
Immokalee, Myakka, and Smyrna soils are sandy to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 6 to 18 inches in the Wauchula soil for 1 to 4
months, but it can recede to a depth of about 60 inches
during droughty periods. Permeability is slow. Available
water capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of slash pine and longleaf pine in the
overstory and saw palmetto, pineland threeawn,
waxmyrtle, fetterbush, gallberry, and bluestems in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season, occasional droughtiness,
and low natural fertility are the main management
concerns. Shallow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during the growing
season. Bedding is necessary for most row crops. A
well designed sprinkler irrigation system can help to
maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty periods.
Proper seedbed preparation and weed control are
needed to control competing vegetation. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
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rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is lllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

19—Sparr fine sand. This somewhat poorly drained,
very deep, nearly level soil is on low knolls and ridges
on flatwoods. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 3 to nearly 1,000 acres in size.
Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 6 inches thick. The subsurface layer is
grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about 18 inches,
light gray fine sand to a depth of 30 inches, and white
fine sand to a depth of 54 inches. The subsoil is light
gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Sparr fine
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sand, Sparr and similar soils make up about 75 to 94
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 6 to 25 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage,
the dissimilar soils make up more than 25 percent of
the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Sparr soil but do not have a loamy subsoil within a
depth of 80 inches; have a dark, organically stained
layer that overlies the subsoil; have sandy materials
underlying the subsoil; or have a dark surface layer that
is more than 10 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Sparr soll
occur as small areas of Hicoria, Holopaw, Immokalee,
Lochloosa, Millhopper, Myakka, Orsino, Placid,
Pompano, Popash, and Tavares soils. Holopaw,
Immokalee, Myakka, and Pompano soils are in the
slightly lower landscape positions. Lochloosa soils are
in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Sparr soil. Millhopper, Orsino, and Tavares soils are in
the slightly higher landscape positions. Hicoria, Placid,
and Popash soils are in depressions. Lochloosa soils
have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 40 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 18 to 42 inches in the Sparr soil for 1 to 4
months, but it is between depths of 12 and 18 inches
for 1 to 2 weeks following heavy rains. Permeability is
slow or moderately slow. Available water capacity is
low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak, slash pine, and
longleaf pine in the overstory and pineland threeawn,
saw palmetto, gallberry, blackberry, bluestems, running
oak, and reindeer moss in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the North Florida Flatwoods ecological
community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which can delay planting; seasonal droughtiness, which
is caused by the low available water capacity; and low
natural fertility. Shallow surface ditches and grassed
waterways can help to remove excess water during wet
periods. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system can
help to maintain optimum soil moisture in the root zone
during droughty periods. Frequent applications of
fertilizer and lime generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Returning crop residue to the soil and
using a cropping system that includes grasses and
legumes can help to maintain the content of organic
matter and improve tilth. Green manure crops, including
grasses and legumes, should be used in the crop
rotation.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The main
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management concerns are the low natural fertility and
the seasonal droughtiness caused by the low available
water capacity in the root zone. They limit the selection
of plant species and the periods of grazing. Adapted
plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Restricting grazing
during extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to
plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation, and
applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness and the seedling mortality caused
by the low available water capacity in the root zone and
the low fertility. Limiting mechanical operations to the
drier periods reduces the equipment limitation and
usually results in less soil compaction and damage to
roots during thinning operations. Site preparation should
include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

This soil has moderate limitations affecting sites for
residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets mainly because of wetness. Installing a
subsurface drainage system around the foundations of
buildings and installing shallow ditches along roadsides
can help to overcome these limitations. The wetness is
a severe limitation on sites for septic tank absorption
fields. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material generally can overcome this limitation.
Limitations affecting most recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is lllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

21—Pompano fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on sloughs and slightly
elevated knolls on flatwoods. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 2 to nearly
500 acres in size. Siopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is dark grayish brown fine
sand about 7 inches thick. The underlying material is
fine sand. It is brown to a depth of about 13 inches,
pale brown to a depth of 38 inches, light gray to a depth
of 66 inches, and very pale brown to a depth of 80
inches or more.
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On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Pompano
fine sand, Pompano and similar soils make up about 76
to 95 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils
make up about 5 to 24 percent. On 20 percent of the
acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 24
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Pompano soil but have a seasonal high water table at a
depth of 12 to 20 inches; have a loamy subsoil at a
depth of 40 to 80 inches; have a dark, organically
coated subsoil or a subsoil that has colors in shades of
yellowish brown or brownish yellow; have bedrock at a
depth of 60 to 80 inches; or have a dark surface layer
that is more than 6 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Pompano
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
Boca, Pineda, Placid, Popash, Sparr, Wauchula, and
Zolfo soils and soils that have bedrock at a depth of 40
to 60 inches. Adamsville, Sparr, and Zolfo soils are in
the slightly higher landscape positions. Boca, Pineda,
and Wauchula soils are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the Pompano soil. Placid and Popash
soils are in depressions. Boca, Pineda, and Wauchula
soils have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 40 inches.
Boca soils have limestone bedrock within a depth of 40
inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 6 inches in the Pompano soil for 2 to 6
months, but it can be above the surface for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains or can recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is rapid. Available water capacity is very low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of slash pine in the overstory and pineland
threeawn, waxmyrtle, gallberry, fetterbush, bluestems,
and scattered saw palmetto and cabbage-palm in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods or Slough ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season and low natural fertility are
the main management concerns. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Bedding is necessary for
most row crops. Proper seedbed preparation and weed
control are needed to control competing vegetation.
Frequent applications of fertilizer and lime generally are
needed to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop
residue to the soil and using a cropping system that
includes grasses and legumes can help to maintain the
content of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are the wetness and the low
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fertility. They limit the selection of plant species and the
periods of grazing. Shallow surface ditches can be
installed to remove excess water more rapidly during
wet periods. Adapted plants, such as Pensacola
bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if properly
managed. Restricting grazing during very wet periods
helps to prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking
rates, pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help
to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W.

22—Holopaw fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on sloughs on flatwoods and
on broad, low flats. Individual areas are generalily
irregular in shape and range from 3 to nearly 600 acres
in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 3 inches thick. The subsurface layer is dark
gray fine sand to a depth of about 17 inches, grayish
brown fine sand to a depth of 35 inches, and brown fine
sand to a depth of 54 inches. The subsoil is grayish
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brown fine sandy loam to a depth of about 62 inches
and gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches or
more.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Holopaw
fine sand, Holopaw and similar soils make up about 76
to 100 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils
make up less than 24 percent. On 20 percent of the
acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 24
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Holopaw soil but have a dark, organically coated layer
that overlies the subsoil; have a yellowish brown or
brownish yellow subsurface layer; have a dark surface
layer that is more than 7 inches thick; or do not have a
loamy subsaoil.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Holopaw
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
Bivans, Ft. Green, Hicoria, Lochloosa, Lutterloh,
Pineda, Placid, Popash, Sparr, and Wauchula soils.
Hicoria, Pineda, and Wauchula soils are in positions on
the landscape similar to those of the Holopaw soil.
Adamesville, Bivans, Ft. Green, Lochloosa, Lutterloh,
and Sparr soils are in the slightly higher landscape
positions. Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils are in
depressions. Hicoria, Pineda, and Wauchula soils have
a loamy subsoil within a depth of 40 inches. Wauchula
soils have an organically stained subsoil.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Holopaw soil for 2 to 6
months, but it can be above the surface for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains or can recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is moderately slow or moderate. Available water
capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of scattered slash pine and longleaf pine in the
overstory and waxmyrtle, bluestems, maidencane, sand
cordgrass, hatpin, pineland threeawn, low panicums,
and scattered saw palmetto and cabbage-palm in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Slough
ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season and low natural fertility are
the main management concerns. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Bedding is necessary for
most row crops. Proper seedbed preparation and weed
control are needed to control competing vegetation.
Frequent applications of fertilizer and lime generally are
needed to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop
residue to the soil and using a cropping system that
includes grasses and legumes can help to maintain the
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content of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods helps to prevent damage to plant roots. Proper
stocking rates, pasture rotation, and applications of
fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Limiting mechanical
operations to the drier periods reduces the equipment
limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Planting
adapted trees, such as slash pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

23—Zolfo sand. This somewhat poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on low ridges and knolls on
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flatwoods. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 3 to nearly 300 acres in size.
Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray sand
about 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer is pale
brown sand to a depth of about 8 inches, gray sand to
a depth of 32 inches, light gray sand to a depth of 50
inches, pale brown sand to a depth of 65 inches, and
light brownish gray sand to a depth of 71 inches. The
subsoil is very dark grayish brown, organically coated
sand to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Zolfo sand,
Zolfo and similar soils make up about 78 to 96 percent
of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 4
to 22 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 22 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Zolfo soil but do not have an organically coated subsoil
within a depth of 80 inches, have an organically coated
subsoil within a depth of 50 inches, have a surface
layer of fine sand, have a loamy subsoil at a depth of
40 to 80 inches, or have bedrock at a depth of 60 to 80
inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Zolfo soil in
mapping occur as small areas of Holopaw, Immokalee,
Myakka, Orsino, Placid, Pomona, Pompano, Popash,
and Smyrna soils and soils that have bedrock within a
depth of 60 inches. Holopaw, Immokalee, Myakka,
Pomona, Pompano, and Smyrna soils are in the slightly
lower landscape positions. Orsino soils are in the
slightly higher landscape positions. Placid and Popash
soils are in depressions.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 24 to 42 inches in the Zolfo soil for 2 to 6
months. It is at a depth of 12 to 24 inches for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains. Permeability is moderate.
Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of slash pine, longleaf pine, live oak,
laurel oak, and scattered small turkey oak in the
overstory and pineland threeawn, saw palmetto,
gallberry, blackberry, bluestems, running oak, and
reindeer moss in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the North Florida Flatwoods ecological
community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which can delay planting; seasonal droughtiness, which
is caused by the low available water capacity; and low
natural fertility. Shallow surface ditches and grassed
waterways can help to remove excess water during wet
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periods. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system can
help to maintain optimum soil moisture in the root zone
during droughty periods. Frequent applications of
fertilizer and lime generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Returning crop residue to the soil and
using a cropping system that includes grasses and
legumes can help to maintain the content of organic
matter and improve tilth. Green manure crops, including
grasses and legumes, should be used in the crop
rotation.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are the seasonal droughtiness
caused by the low available water capacity in the root
zone and the low natural fertility. They limit the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Adapted plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and
hairy indigo, grow well if properly managed. Restricting
grazing during extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness and seedling mortality caused by
the low available water capacity in the root zone and
the low fertility. Limiting mechanical operations to the
drier periods reduces the equipment limitation and
usually results in less soil compaction and damage to
roots during thinning operations. Site preparation should
include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

This soil has moderate limitations affecting sites for
residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets mainly because of the wetness. Installing a
subsurface drainage system around the foundations of
buildings and installing shallow ditches along roadsides
can help to overcome these limitations. The wetness is
a severe limitation on sites for septic tank absorption
fields. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material generally can overcome this limitation.
Limitations affecting most recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Illw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.



48

24—-Terra Ceia muck, depressional. This very
poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soil is in
depressions on flatwoods. It is ponded. Individual areas
are generally irregular in shape and range from 15 to
nearly 200 acres in size. Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is muck. It is black to a
depth of about 6 inches and very dark brown to a depth
of 59 inches. The underlying material is white fine sand
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Terra Ceia
muck, depressional, Terra Ceia and similar soils make
up about 81 to 100 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 19 percent. On 20
percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 19 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Terra Ceia soil but have an organic surface layer that is
16 to 51 inches thick or have bedrock at a depth of 40
to 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Terra Ceia
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Chobee,
Hicoria, Holopaw, Immokalee, Myakka, Placid,
Pompano, and Popash soils and soils that have
bedrock within a depth of 40 inches. Chobee, Hicoria,
Placid, and Popash soils are in positions on the
landscape similar to those of the Terra Ceia soil.
Holopaw, Immokalee, Myakka, and Pompano soils are
in the slightly higher landscape positions. Chobee,
Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils do not have a thick
organic surface layer.

In most years the seasonal high water table is above
the surface in the Terra Ceia soil for more than 6
months and is within 12 inches of the surface during the
rest of the year. Permeability is rapid. Available water
capacity is very high.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of cypress, red maple,
sweetbay, sweetgum, and Florida willow in the
overstory and pickerelweed, lizard's-tail, water iris, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory. Some areas
do not have a woody overstory and support thick stands
of sawgrass. This map unit generally is in the Swamp
Hardwood, Cypress Swamp, or Sawgrass Marsh
ecological community (24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland, pasture, or the production of pine trees.
Limitations, including ponding, are impractical to
overcome under normal circumstances.

The ponding and subsidence of the organic layers
are severe limitations on sites for septic tank absorption
fields, residential and commercial buildings, local roads
and streets, and recreational facilities. Extensive
renovation measures, including the removal of the
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organic surface layer, the addition of large amounts of
fill, and the installation of drainage systems, are
necessary to overcome the limitations.

The capability subclass is Vliw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 6W.

25—Pits and Dumps. This map unit consists of pits
from which sandy or loamy soil material or limestone
has been excavated and dumps in which the excavated
materials have been piled. Also included in this map
unit are sanitary landfill areas that have been excavated
and backfilled with refuse materials and covered with
soil material. Most of these areas are on the Chiefland
and Williston Limestone Plains and the Brooksville
Ridge. Individual areas are generally angular and range
from 3 to nearly 300 acres in size.

Excavated pits vary in depth from 2 to more than 40
feet. Bedrock or loamy soil materials generally form the
base of the pits. The pits commonly contain small areas
of water. Piles of dumped materials are generally within
or adjacent to the pits and range from 2 to more than
30 feet in height. They normally consist of sandy and
loamy soil materials, limestone, or some heterogeneous
mixture of these materials.

The components of this map unit are so intermingled
that it is not practical to map them separately at the
scale used in mapping. Also, some areas are actively
mined and the individual components are subject to
redistribution.

Most excavated areas are on flatwoods or the coastal
limestone shelf and are thickly vegetated with
hydrophytic plants, such as cattail, sawgrass,
maidencane, and primrose willow. Other areas are
almost bare or are very sparsely vegetated. Most areas
have not been reshaped or reclaimed. Pits and dumps
have little or no value or potential for farming, the
production of pine trees, or urban uses. They do,
however, have some potential fer wildlife habitat and for
esthetic value if they are reshaped and revegetated to
conform with the natural landscape. Many areas contain
small ponds that have a high potential for fish
production if they are stocked and properly managed.

No capability subclass or woodland ordination symbol
is assigned.

26—Gator and Terra Ceia soils, frequently flooded.
These very poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soils
are on flood plains along rivers and creeks. They are
frequently flooded. Individual areas are generally
elongated and range from 2 to nearly 4,000 acres in
size. Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Gator soil is very
dark brown muck about 38 inches thick. The underlying
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material is gray fine sandy loam to a depth of 80 inches
or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Terra Ceia soil is a
mixture of black and very dark grayish brown muck to a
depth of about 37 inches and black muck to a depth of
80 inches or more.

Some areas of the map unit are made up of Gator
and similar soils, some are made up of Terra Ceia and
similar soils, and some are made up of both soils. The
relative proportion of the combinations of the soils
varies. Areas of the individual soils are large enough to
map separately, but because of present and predicted
use they were mapped as one unit.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Gator and
Terra Ceia soils, frequently flooded, Gator, Terra Ceia,
and similar soils make up about 76 to 100 percent of
the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than
24 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 24 percent of the mapped
areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Gator soil but have a sandy layer that is more than 12
inches thick underlying the organic surface layer or
have an organic surface layer that is less than 16
inches thick. Also included are soils that are similar to
the Gator and Terra Ceia soils but have bedrock below
a depth of 40 inches or are extremely acid in the
surface layer.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Gator and
Terra Ceia soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Bradenton, Chobee, Hicoria, Holopaw, Pineda, Placid,
and Popash soils and soils that have bedrock within a
depth of 40 inches. Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils
are in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Gator and Terra Ceia soils. Bradenton, Chobee,
Holopaw, and Pineda soils are in the slightly higher
landscape positions. Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils
are sandy to a depth of 20 inches or more and do not
have a thick, organic surface layer.

Throughout the year the seasonal high water table is
within a depth of 6 inches in the Gator and Terra Ceia
soils. Areas of this map unit are flooded by adjacent
rivers or creeks for periods of 1 to 6 months during
most years. Permeability is moderate in the Gator soil
and rapid in the Terra Ceia soil. Available water
capacity is very high in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of cypress, red maple,
sweetbay, sweetgum, and Florida willow in the
overstory and pickerelweed, lizard’s-tail, water iris, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory. Some areas
do not have a woody overstory and support thick stands
of sawgrass. This map unit generally is in the Swamp
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Hardwoods, Cypress Swamp, or Sawgrass Marsh
ecological community (24).

These soils are not suited to and generally are not
used for cropland, pasture, or the production of pine
trees. Limitations, including flooding and wetness, are
impractical to overcome under normal circumstances.

The flooding, the wetness, and subsidence of the
organic layers are severe limitations on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Extensive renovation measures, including the
removal of the organic surface layer, the addition of
large amounts of fill, and the installation of levees and
drainage systems, are necessary to overcome these
limitations.

The capability subclass is Vllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 6W.

27—Placid and Popash soils, depressional. These
very poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soils are in
depressions on flatwoods or on low flats. They are
ponded. Individual areas are generally oval or irregular
in shape and range from 2 to nearly 800 acres in size.
Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Placid soil is black
fine sand about 22 inches thick. The underlying material
is dark gray fine sand to a depth of about 38 inches and
light brownish gray fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or
more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Popash soil is very
dark gray fine sand about 12 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is a mixture of dark grayish brown and
grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about 20 inches,
grayish brown fine sand to a depth of 30 inches, and
light brownish gray fine sand to a depth of 45 inches.
The subsoil is dark gray sandy clay loam to a depth of
80 inches or more.

Some areas of the map unit are made up of Placid
and similar soils, some are made up of Popash and
similar soils, and some are made up of both soils. The
relative proportion of the combinations of the soils
varies. In many places areas of the individual soils are
large enough to map separately, but because of present
and predicted use they were mapped as one unit.

On most of the acreage mapped as Placid and
Popash soils, depressional, Placid, Popash, and similar
soils make up more than 90 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than 10 percent.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Popash soil but have a loamy subsoil at a depth of 20
to 40 inches or have a clayey subsoil. Also included are
soils that are similar to the Placid and Popash soils but
have a surface layer that is less than 10 inches thick;
have a dark surface layer that is more than 24 inches
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Figure 7.—Ponding in an area of Placid and Popash soils, depressional. Such areas may remain dry for several years but can fill with water

during very wet periods.

thick; have a surface layer of loamy fine sand, mucky
fine sand, or mucky loamy fine sand that is more than 3
inches thick; have a layer of muck at the surface that is
4 to 16 inches thick; or have bedrock at a depth of 40
to 80 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Placid and
Popash soils in mapping occur as small areas of Gator,
Holopaw, Immokalee, Myakka, Pomona, Pompano,
Samsula, and Terra Ceia soils and soils that have
limestone at a depth of 20 to 40 inches. Gator,
Samsula, and Terra Ceia soils are in positions on the
landscape similar to those of the Placid and Popash
soils. Holopaw, immokalee, Myakka, Pomona, and
Pompano soils are in the slightly higher landscape
positions. Gator, Samsula, and Terra Ceia soils have an
organic surface layer that is more than 16 inches thick.

The seasonal high water table is above the surface
(fig. 7) in the Placid and Popash soils for more than 6
months during most years and is within a depth of 12

inches during the rest of the year. Permeability is rapid
in the Placid soil and slow or very slow in the Popash
soil. Available water capacity is moderate in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Some
areas are grazed by cattle. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of sand cordgrass, maidencane, pickerelweed,
arrowhead, and water lily. Many areas have an
overstory of cypress, red maple, sweetbay, and Florida
willow. This map unit generally is in the Freshwater
Marsh and Ponds or Cypress Swamp ecological
community (24).

These soils are not suited to and generally are not
used for cropland, pasture, or the production of pine
trees. Limitations, including ponding, are impractical to
overcome under normal circumstances.

The ponding is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
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facilities. Extensive renovation measures, including the
addition of large amounts of fill and the installation of
drainage systems, are necessary to overcome this
limitation.

The capability subclass is Vllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 2W.

29—Chobee-Bradenton complex, frequently
flooded. This map unit consists of a very poorly drained
Chobee soil and a poorly drained Bradenton soil. These
very deep, nearly levei soils are on flood plains. They
are frequently flooded. Individual areas are generally
elongated and range from 10 to nearly 1,300 acres in
size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Chobee soil is
black fine sandy loam to a depth of about 7 inches and
very dark gray fine sandy loam to a depth of 11 inches.
The subsoil is dark gray sandy clay loam that has
common pockets of soft calcium carbonate
accumulations to a depth of about 37 inches and gray
sandy clay loam to a depth of 48 inches. The underlying
material is greenish gray fine sandy loam to a depth of
about 72 inches and dark gray fine sand to a depth of
80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Bradenton soil is
black fine sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is light brownish gray fine sand to a depth of
about 9 inches. The subsoil is dark grayish brown
sandy clay loam to a depth of about 18 inches and
grayish brown fine sandy loam to a depth of 28 inches.
The underlying material is white, calcareous fine sandy
loam to a depth of about 32 inches, grayish brown
loamy fine sand to a depth of 48 inches, and light gray
fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 53
percent Chobee and similar soils and 38 percent
Bradenton and similar soils. The components of this
map unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to
map them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Chobee and Bradenton
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Chobee-
Bradenton complex, frequently flooded, Chobee,
Bradenton, and similar soils make up about 80 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 20 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 20 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Chobee soil but have a surface layer of fine sand,
loamy fine sand, or muck that is more than 3 inches
thick; have a dark surface layer that is less than 10
inches thick; or contain an average of less than 18
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percent clay between depths of 10 and 40 inches. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Bradenton soil
but contain more than 18 percent clay in the upper 20
inches of the subsoil; have a surface layer of loamy fine
sand, fine sandy loam, or muck that is more than 3
inches thick; have a dark, organically stained layer that
overlies the subsoil; or have a loamy subsoil at a depth
of 20 to 40 inches or within a depth of 6 inches. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Chobee and
Bradenton soils but have bedrock at a depth of 60 to 80
inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Chobee
and Bradenton soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Albany, Aripeka, Boca, Gator, Hicoria, Holopaw,
Myakka, Pompano, Samsula, Waccasassa, and Wekiva
soils and soils that have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 60
inches. Albany and Aripeka soils are in the slightly
higher landscape positions. Boca, Holopaw, Myakka,
Pompano, Waccasassa, and Wekiva soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Chobee and Bradenton soils. Gator, Hicoria, and
Samsula soils are in the lower landscape positions.
Boca, Holopaw, Myakka, and Pompano soils are sandy
to a depth of 20 inches or more. Myakka soils have an
organically stained subsoil. Boca, Waccasassa, and
Wekiva soils have limestone bedrock within a depth of
40 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 6 inches in the Chobee and Bradenton soils
for 2 to 6 months, but it can recede to a depth of about
60 inches during droughty periods. Areas of this map
unit are flooded by adjacent rivers or creeks for periods
of 1 to 4 months during most years. Permeability is slow
or very slow in the Chobee soil and moderate in the
Bradenton soil. Available water capacity is moderate in
the Chobee soil and low in the Bradenton soil.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of laurel oak, water oak,
sweetgum, red maple, slash pine, loblolly pine, longleaf
pine, basswood, and scattered baldcypress in the
overstory and cabbage-paim, longleaf uniola, low
panicums, and scattered saw palmetto in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Bottomland
Hardwoods ecological community (24).

These soils are not suited to and generally are not
used for cropland. Limitations, including flooding and
wetness, are impractical to overcome under normal
circumstances.

These soils are poorly suited to pasture. The flooding
and the wetness are the main management concerns.
They limit the selection of plant species and the periods
of grazing. Shallow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during wet periods.
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Native forage species grow well if properly managed.
Restricting grazing during very wet periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates
and pasture rotation help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness and the flooding.
Site| preparation should include removing the larger
debris to facilitate mechanical operations, chopping the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition, and bedding to reduce the seedling
moritality rate. Shallow surface ditches can be installed
to remove excess water more rapidly during wet
periods. Limiting mechanical operations to the drier
periods reduces the equipment limitation and usually
results in less soil compaction and damage to roots
during thinning operations. Planting adapted trees, such
as slash pine or loblolly pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

The flooding and the wetness are severe limitations
on sites for septic tank absorption fields, residential and
commercial buildings, local roads and streets, and
recreational facilities. Extensive renovation measures,
including the installation of levees and drainage
systems, are necessary to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Vw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 6W for the Chobee soil and 11W
for the Bradenton soil.

31—Jonesville-Otela-Seaboard complex, 1 to 5
percent slopes. This map unit consists of a well
drained, moderately deep Jonesville soil; a moderately
well drained, very deep Otela soil; and a moderately
well drained, shallow or very shallow Seaboard soil.
These nearly level to gently sloping soils are on karst
uplands. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 5 to more than 10,000 acres in
size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Jonesville soil is
gray fine sand about 5 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is pale brown fine sand to a depth of about 14
inches and very pale brown fine sand to a depth of 27
inches. The subsoil is brownish yellow sandy clay loam
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to a depth of about 35 inches. Limestone bedrock is at
a depth of about 35 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Otela soil is grayish
brown fine sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is light gray fine sand to a depth of about 22
inches, brownish yellow fine sand to a depth of 40
inches, very pale brown fine sand to a depth of 50
inches, and brownish yellow fine sand to a depth of 58
inches. The subsoil is yellowish brown sandy clay loam
to a depth of 66 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a
depth of about 66 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Seaboard soil is
dark grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
underlying material is pale brown fine sand to a depth
of about 17 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of
about 17 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 48
percent Jonesville and similar soils, 25 percent Otela
and similar soils, and 16 percent Seaboard and similar
soils. The components of this map unit are so
intermingled that it is not practical to map them
separately at the scale used in mapping. However, the
proportions of the Jonesville, Otela, and Seaboard soils
and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Jonesville-
Otela-Seaboard complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes,
Jonesville, Otela, Seaboard, and similar soils make up
about 82 to 96 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar
soils make up about 4 to 18 percent. On 5 percent of
the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 18
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Jonesville soil but do not have a loamy subsoil or do
not have bedrock within a depth of 40 inches. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Otela soil but
do not have a seasonal high water table within a depth
of 72 inches, have a dark surface layer that is more
than 10 inches thick, or have bedrock at a depth of 45
to 60 inches. Also included are soils that are similar to
the Seaboard soil but have a loamy subsoil that overlies
the bedrock, have a dark surface layer that overlies the
bedrock or that is more than 10 inches thick, or have
less than 5 percent silt and clay in the subsurface layer.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Jonesville,
Otela, and Seaboard soils in mapping occur as small
areas of Bushnell, Candler, Levyville, Lutterloh, Mabel,
Moriah, and Tavares soils; small areas of strongly
sloping soils; and areas of rock outcrop on the edges of
sinkholes. Bushnell, Candler, Levyville, Lutterloh,
Mabel, Moriah, and Tavares soils are in positions on the
landscape similar to those of the Jonesville, Otela, and
Seaboard soils. Bushnell and Mabel soils have a clayey
subsoil within a depth of 20 inches. They are somewhat
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poorly drained. Candler and Tavares soils are sandy to
a depth of 80 inches or more. Levyville soils have a
loamy subsoil within a depth of 20 inches. Moriah and
Lutterloh soils are somewhat poorly drained.

Throughout the year the seasonal high water table is
below the bedrock in the Jonesville and Seaboard soils.
It is perched at a depth of 42 to 72 inches for 1 to 4
months during most years in the Otela soil. Permeability
is moderately slow or moderate in the Jonesville soil,
moderate in the Otela soil, and rapid in the Seaboard
soil. Available water capacity is very low in the
Jonesville and Seaboard soils and low in the Otela soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development. Natural vegetation consists mainly of live
oak, laurel oak, magnolia, loblolly pine, longleaf pine,
slash pine, and eastern redcedar in the overstory and
blackberry, pineland threeawn, greenbrier, American
beautyberry, brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered saw
palmetto and cabbage-palm in the understory. This map
unit generally is in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness, low natural fertility, soil blowing, and the
shallowness to bedrock are the main management
concerns. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system is
necessary to maintain adequate soil moisture during the
growing season for most cultivated crops. Returning
crop residue to the soil and mulching can increase the
content of organic matter and the water-holding
capacity of the topsoil. Green manure crops, including
grasses and legumes, should be used in the crop
rotation. Frequent applications of lime and fertilizer
generally are needed to improve and maintain fertility.
Establishing windbreaks around fields and utilizing field
windstrips with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil
and damage to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.
Special cultivation equipment may be needed because
of the limited depth to bedrock.

These soils are well suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are seasonal droughtiness, the
thin root zone, and the low natural fertility. They limit
the selection of plant species and the periods of
grazing. Adapted plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass
and hairy indigo, grow well if properly managed.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality and windthrow, which are caused by
the seasonal droughtiness and the shallowness to
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bedrock; the equipment limitation, which is caused by
the shallowness to bedrock and the loose, sandy
surface layer; and plant competition. Planting adapted
trees, such as slash pine, and planting during the wetter
months reduce the seedling mortality rate. Leaving
some rows of unharvested, mature trees as windbreaks
reduces the hazard of windthrow. Because of the
shallowness to bedrock, specialized equipment may be
needed for proper site preparation and tree planting
activities. Using harvesting and planting machinery
equipped with large rubber tires helps to overcome the
equipment limitation. Prescribed burning and controlled
grazing in established stands generally are adequate to
control competing vegetation.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

Jonesville and Seaboard soils have severe limitations
on sites for septic tank absorption fields mainly because
of wetness and depth to bedrock. Otela soils have
moderate limitations on sites for septic tank absorption
fields mainly because of the depth to bedrock, the
wetness, and the moderate permeability in the subsoil.
Careful site investigation is needed to locate suitably
large areas that are deep enough over bedrock.
Installing an oversized septic tank absorption field and
avoiding the clustering of homes and septic systems
can help to overcome the limitations and minimize the
hazard of ground-water pollution. Jonesville and Otela
soils have slight limitations on sites for residential and
commercial buildings and local roads and streets, and
Seaboard soils have moderate limitations. Areas of soils
that are shallow or very shallow over bedrock are
common throughout this map unit, but careful site
investigation can usually locate suitably large areas that
are deep enough over bedrock. Because of the
shallowness to bedrock, specialized equipment may be
needed for the installation of ditches or pipelines.
Limitations affecting most recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer and
the shallow or very shallow bedrock. Establishing
species of turf grass that are tolerant of traffic and
restricting access to stabilized areas can help to
overcome these limitations. Applications of mulch,
applications of fertilizer and irrigation generally are
needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is Ills for the Jonesville and
Otela soils and Vls for the Seaboard soil. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10S for all three soils.

32—Otela-Tavares complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes.
These moderately well drained, very deep, nearly level
to gently sloping soils are on sandy karst uplands.
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Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 3 to nearly 5,000 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Otela soil is dark
gray fine sand about 8 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about 18
inches, light brownish gray fine sand to a depth of 30
inches, very pale brown fine sand to a depth of 35
inches, white fine sand to a depth of 41 inches, and
very pale brown fine sand to a depth of 68 inches. The
subsoil is light yellowish brown fine sandy loam to a
depth of about 78 inches and gray fine sandy loam to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Tavares soil is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
underlying material is fine sand. It is grayish brown to a
depth of about 18 inches, pale brown to a depth of 38
inches, very pale brown to a depth of 48 inches, and
white to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 50
percent Otela and similar soils and 41 percent Tavares
and similar soils. The components of this map unit are
so intermingled that it is not practical to map them
separately at the scale used in mapping. However, the
proportions of the Otela and Tavares soils and of the
similar soils are fairly consistent in most mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Otela-
Tavares complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Otela, Tavares,
and similar soils make up about 78 to 100 percent of
the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than
22 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 22 percent of the mapped
areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Otela soil but have base saturation of less than 35
percent in the lower part of the subsoil, have bedrock at
a depth of 45 to 60 inches, have a subsoil that is less
than 6 inches thick, or do not have a subsoil overlying
the bedrock. Also included are soils that are similar to
the Otela and Tavares soils but have a dark surface
layer that is more than 10 inches thick or do not have a
seasonal high water table within a depth of 72 inches.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Tavares
soil but have more than 5 percent silt and clay between
depths of 10 and 40 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Otela and
Tavares soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Bonneau, Bushnell, Hague, Jonesville, Levyville,
Lutterloh, Mabel, Moriah, Pedro, Seaboard, and
Shadeville soils. Bonneau, Bushnell, Hague, Jonesville,
Levyville, Lutterloh, Mabel, Moriah, Pedro, Seaboard,
and Shadeville soils are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the Otela and Tavares soils.
Bonneau, Bushnell, Hague, Jonesville, Levyville, Mabel,
and Moriah soils have a loamy or clayey subsoil within
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a depth of 40 inches. Bushnell, Lutterloh, Mabel, and
Moriah soils are somewhat poorly drained. Pedro and
Seaboard soils have limestone bedrock within a depth
of 20 inches.

The seasonal high water table is at a depth of 48 to
72 inches in the Otela and Tavares soils for 1 to 4
months during most years. It is perched in the Otela
soil. Permeability is slow or moderately slow in the
Otela soil and rapid or very rapid in the Tavares soil.
Available water capacity is low in the Otela soil and
very low in the Tavares soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development. Natural vegetation consists mainly of live
oak, laurel oak, bluejack oak, magnolia, loblolly pine,
slash pine, and longleaf pine in the overstory and
blackberry, pineland threeawn, greenbrier, American
beautyberry, brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered saw
palmetto and cabbage-palm in the understory. This map
unit generally is in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil blowing are
the main management concerns. A well designed
sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to maintain
adequate soil moisture during the growing season for
most cultivated crops. Returning crop residue to the soil
and mulching can increase the content of organic
matter and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil.
Green manure crops, including grasses and legumes,
should be used in the crop rotation. Frequent
applications of lime and fertilizer generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Establishing
windbreaks around fields and utilizing field windstrips
with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil and damage
to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.

These soils are well suited to pasture. Seasonal
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness
and the low fertility; the equipment limitation caused by
the loose, sandy surface layer; and, in some areas,
plant competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash
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pine, and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

These soils have only slight limitations affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. The seasonal wetness and the restricted
permeability in the subsoil of the Otela soil are
moderate limitations affecting septic tank absorption
fields. Installing an oversized septic tank absorption
field and taking care not to cluster homes and septic
systems can help to overcome these limitations and
minimize the hazard of ground-water pollution.
Limitations affecting most recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic and restricting access to stabilized areas can help
to overcome these limitations. Applications of mulch,
applications of fertilizer, and irrigation generally are
needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is llis. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10S.

33—Wulfert muck, frequently flooded. This very
poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soil is in areas of
tidal marsh. it is frequently flooded. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 3 to nearly
1,800 acres in size. Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark brown muck
about 30 inches thick. The underlying material is very
dark gray mucky loamy fine sand to a depth of about 56
inches and very dark gray fine sand to a depth of 80
inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Wulfert
muck, frequently flooded, Wulfert and similar soils make
up about 99 to 100 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 1 percent. On 5
percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 1 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Wulfert soil but do not have an organic surface layer as
much as 16 inches in thickness, have an organic
surface layer that is more than 51 inches thick, have
loamy materials underlying the organic surface layer, or
have less than 0.75 percent total sulfur content in the
upper 40 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Wulfert soil
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in mapping occur as small areas of Myakka soils in the
slightly higher landscape positions.

The seasonal high water table is within a depth of 6
inches in the Wulfert soil throughout the year. Areas of
this map unit are flooded by daily high tides.
Permeability is rapid. Available water capacity is
moderate.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of dense stands of black
needlerush mixed with sawgrass. This map unit
generally is in the Salt Marsh ecological community
(24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland, pasture, or the production of pine trees.
Limitations, including flooding, salinity, and wetness, are
impractical to overcome under normal circumstances.

The flooding, the wetness, and low strength are
severe limitations on sites for septic tank absorption
fields, residential and commercial buildings, local roads
and streets, and recreational facilities. Extensive
renovation measures, including the installation of levees
and water-control systems and the addition of large
amounts of fill, are necessary to overcome these
limitations. If artificially drained or if used as fill material,
this soil becomes extremely acid and thus can support
only a limited variety of plants.

The capability subclass is Vlllw. No woodland
ordination symbol is assigned.

34—Cassia-Pomello complex. These somewhat
poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soils are on low
knolis and ridges on flatwoods. Individual areas are
generally oval or elongated and range from 2 to nearly
1,200 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Cassia soil is gray
fine sand about 6 inches thick. The subsurface layer is
light gray fine sand to a depth of about 24 inches. The
subsoil is very dark brown, organically coated fine sand
to a depth of about 30 inches; dark brown fine sand to
a depth of 55 inches; brown fine sand to a depth of 70
inches; and very dark grayish brown, organically coated
fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Pomello soil is gray
fine sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer is
light gray fine sand to a depth of about 35 inches and
gray fine sand that has many very dark grayish brown
and dark grayish brown, organically coated pockets to a
depth of 40 inches. The subsoil is very dark brown,
organically coated fine sand to a depth of about 46
inches and dark brown fine sand to a depth of 80
inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 55
percent Cassia and similar soils and 35 percent
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Pomello and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Cassia and Pomello
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Cassia-
Pomello complex, Cassia, Pomello, and similar soils
make up about 79 to 100 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 21 percent. On 20
percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 21 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Cassia and Pomello soils but have bedrock between
depths of 60 and 80 inches, do not have an organically
coated subsoil within a depth of 50 inches, or have a
loamy subsoil at a depth of 40 to 80 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Cassia and
Pomello soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Immokalee, Myakka, Placid, Pompano, Popash, Orsino,
Smyrna, and Tavares soils and soils that have bedrock
at a depth of 20 to 60 inches. Orsino and Tavares soils
are in the slightly higher landscape positions.
Immokalee, Myakka, Pompano, and Smyrna soils are in
the slightly lower landscape positions. Placid and
Popash soils are in depressions.

The seasonal high water table is at a depth of 18 to
42 inches in the Cassia and Pomello soils for 2 to 6
months during most years. It can be at a depth of 12 to
20 inches for 1 to 2 weeks following heavy rains.
Permeability is moderate or moderately rapid in the
Cassia soit and moderately rapid in the Pomello soil.
Available water capacity is low in the Cassia soil and
moderate in the Pomello soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas have been
subdivided for residential development or support
natural vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat.
Natural vegetation consists mainly of live oak, slash
pine, and longleaf pine in the overstory and pineland
threeawn, saw palmetto, gallberry, blackberry,
bluestems, running oak, and reindeer moss in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which may delay planting; seasonal droughtiness
caused by the low or moderate available water capacity;
and low natural fertility. Shallow surface ditches and
grassed waterways can heip to remove excess water
during wet periods. A well designed sprinkler irrigation
system can help to maintain optimum soil moisture in
the root zone during droughty periods. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
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to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth. Green manure
crops, including grasses and legumes, should be used
in the crop rotation.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
main management concerns are seasonal droughtiness
caused by the low or moderate available water capacity
in the root zone and the low natural fertility. They limit
the selection of plant species and the periods of
grazing. Adapted plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass
and hairy indigo, grow well if properly managed.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness and seedling mortality caused by
the low or moderate available water capacity in the root
zone and the low fertility. Limiting mechanical
operations to the drier periods reduces the equipment
limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Site
preparation should include removing the larger debris to
facilitate mechanical operations and chopping the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

Wetness is a moderate limitation affecting sites for
residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Installing a subsurface drainage system
around the foundations of buildings and installing
shallow ditches along roadsides can help to overcome
this limitation. The wetness is a severe limitation on
sites for septic tank absorption fields. Installing a
filtering mound of suitable soil material can generally
overcome this limitation. Limitations affecting most
recreational facilities are severe because of the loose,
sandy surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of traffic can help to overcome these
limitations.

The capability subclass is Vls. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8S.

35—Pineda fine sand, limestone substratum. This
poorly drained, deep or very deep, nearly level soil is
on low ridges and flatwoods on the coastal limestone
shelf. Individual areas are generally irregular in shape
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and range from 7 to nearly 1,100 acres in size. Slopes
are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is black loamy fine sand
about 3 inches thick. The subsurface layer is light gray
fine sand to a depth of about 17 inches. The subsoil is
pale brown fine sand to a depth of about 25 inches,
gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 30 inches, and light
gray fine sandy loam to a depth of 42 inches. The
underlying material is light gray fine sand that has many
light olive brown pockets of loamy fine sand. Limestone
bedrock is at a depth of about 50 inches.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Pineda fine
sand, limestone substratum, Pineda and similar soils
make up about 76 to 89 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up about 11 to 24 percent. On 20
percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 24 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Pineda soil but have a dark, organically stained layer
more than 2 inches thick that overlies the loamy
subsoil; have bedrock or stone- to boulder-sized rock
fragments at a depth of 20 to 40 inches; do not have
bedrock within a depth of 80 inches; have a loamy
subsoil at a depth of 40 to 80 inches; have sandy
materials underlying the loamy subsoil within a depth of
40 inches; do not have sandy intrusions in the upper 2
to 10 inches of the subsoil; do not have a sandy
subsoil; have a dark surface layer more than 10 inches
thick; or have a surface layer of loamy fine sand that is
more than 3 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Pineda soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Bradenton, Chobee,
Gator, Hicoria, Pompano, Popash, and Wekiva soils.
Bradenton, Pompano, and Wekiva soils are in positions
on the landscape similar to those of the Pineda soil.
Chobee, Gator, Hicoria, and Popash soils are in the
lower landscape positions. Bradenton and Wekiva soils
have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 20 inches.
Wekiva soils have limestone bedrock within a depth of
30 inches. Pompano soils are sandy to a depth of 80
inches or more.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Pineda soil for 2 to 6
months, but it can be above the surface for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains or can recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is slow. Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used for
pasture or support natural vegetation and are used only
as wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation consists mainly of
slash pine, loblolly pine, and sweetgum in the overstory
and bluestems, blackberry, poison ivy, hatpin, gallberry,
waxmyrtle, fetterbush, maidencane, and scattered saw
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palmetto and cabbage-palm in the understory. This map
unit generally is in the North Florida Flatwoods
ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season and low natural fertility are
the main management concerns. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Bedding is necessary for
most row crops. Proper seedbed preparation and weed
control are needed to control competing vegetation.
Frequent applications of fertilizer and lime generally are
needed to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop
residue to the soil and using a cropping system that
includes grasses and legumes can help to maintain the
content of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods helps to prevent damage to plant roots. Proper
stocking rates, pasture rotation, and applications of
fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Limiting mechanical
operations to the drier periods reduces the equipment
limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Planting
adapted trees, such as slash pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
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residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is lllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

37-—Myakka mucky sand, occasionally flooded.
This poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soil is on
flatwoods that are adjacent to the tidal marsh or the
flood plain of the Suwannee River. It is occasionally
flooded. Individual areas are generally long and narrow
and range from 3 to nearly 500 acres in size. Slopes
range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is black muck to a depth
of about 2 inches and very dark gray mucky sand to a
depth of 10 inches. The subsurface layer is gray sand
to a depth of about 21 inches. The subsoil is very dark
gray sand to a depth of about 40 inches and very dark
grayish brown sand to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On most of the acreage mapped as Myakka mucky
sand, occasionally flooded, Myakka and similar soils
make up more than 85 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 15 percent.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Myakka soil but have a surface layer of fine sand or
sand that is more than 3 inches thick; have an organic
layer at the surface that is more than 3 inches thick; do
not have a dark, organically coated subsoil; have a
loamy subsoil at a depth of 40 to 80 inches; have
bedrock at a depth of 80 to 80 inches; have a dark,
organically coated subsoil that is within a depth of 20
inches or at a depth of 30 to 80 inches; or have a dark
surface layer that is more than 8 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Myakka soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
Bradenton, Pineda, Placid, Popash, Pomello, Samsula,
and Zolfo soils and soils that have bedrock at a depth
of 40 to 60 inches. Bradenton and Pineda soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Myakka soil. Adamsville, Pomello, and Zolfo soils are in
the slightly higher landscape positions. Placid, Popash,
and Samsula soils are in the lower landscape positions.
Bradenton and Pineda soils do not have an organically
stained subsoil and have a loamy subsoil within a depth
of 40 inches.

The seasonal high water table is within a depth of 12
inches in the Myakka soil for more than 6 months
during most years. Areas of this map unit are flooded
by storm-driven tides or by the Suwannee River for
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periods of 2 to 7 days during some years. Permeability
is moderate or moderately rapid. Available water
capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Some
areas have been planted to pine. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of laurel oak, water oak, sweetgum,
loblolly pine, slash pine, eastern redcedar, sweetbay,
and red maple in the overstory and saw palmetto,
cabbage-palm, waxmyrtle, swamp dogwood, poison ivy,
and wild grape in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the Wetland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland. Limitations, including flooding and wetness,
are impractical to overcome under normal
circumstances.

This soil is poorly suited to pasture. The flooding and
the wetness are the main management concerns. They
limit the selection of plant species and the periods of
grazing. Shaliow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during wet periods.
Native forage species grow well if properly managed.
Restricting grazing during very wet periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates
and pasture rotation help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness and the flooding.
Site preparation should include removing the larger
debris to facilitate mechanical operations, chopping the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition, and bedding to reduce the seedling
mortality rate. Shallow surface ditches can be installed
to remove excess water more rapidly during wet
periods. Limiting mechanical operations to the drier
periods reduces the equipment limitation and usually
results in less soil compaction and damage to roots
during thinning operations. Planting adapted trees, such
as slash pine, reduces the seedling mortality rate.
Prescribed burning and controlled grazing in established
stands help to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility. During harvest, site preparation,
and road-building activities, the flow of the creeks and
drainageways that remove excess water from the area
should not be impeded.

The flooding and the wetness are severe limitations
on sites for septic tank absorption fields, residential and
commercial buildings, local roads and streets, and
recreational facilities. Extensive renovation measures,
including the installation of levees and drainage
systems, are necessary to overcome these limitations.
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The capability subclass is Vw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W.

38—Myakka sand. This poorly drained, very deep,
nearly level soil is on flatwoods. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 4 to nearly
2,100 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray sand
about 5 inches thick. The subsurface layer is grayish
brown sand to a depth of about 18 inches and light gray
sand to a depth of 26 inches. The subsoil is organically
coated sand. It is black to a depth of about 40 inches
and very dark gray to a depth of 58 inches. The
underlying material is pale brown sand to a depth of 80
inches or mare.

On 90 percent of the acreage mapped as Myakka
sand, Myakka and similar soils make up about 76 to
100 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make
up less than 24 percent. On 10 percent of the acreage,
the dissimilar soils make up more than 24 percent of
the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Myakka soil but have an organically coated subsoil
within a depth of 20 inches or at a depth of 30 to 80
inches, do not have an organically coated subsoil, have
a loamy subsoil at a depth of 40 to 80 inches, have
bedrock at a depth of 60 to 80 inches, have a surface
layer of fine sand, or have a dark surface layer that is
more than 8 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Myakka soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Cassia,
Orsino, Placid, Pomello, Popash, Samsula, and Zolfo
soils and soils that have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 60
inches. Adamsville, Cassia, Orsino, Pomello, and Zolfo
soils are in the slightly higher landscape positions.
Placid, Popash, and Samsula soils are in depressions.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 6 to 18 inches in the Myakka soil for 1 to 4
months, but it can recede to a depth of about 60 inches
during droughty periods. Permeability is moderate or
moderately rapid. Available water capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of slash pine and longleaf pine in the overstory
and saw palmetto, running oak, sand live oak, pineland
threeawn, waxmyrtle, gallberry, fetterbush, and
bluestems in the understory. This map unit generally is
in the North Florida Flatwoods ecological community
(24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season, occasional droughtiness,
and low fertility are the main management concerns.
Shallow surface ditches can be installed to remove
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excess water more rapidly during the growing season.
Bedding is necessary for most row crops. A well
designed sprinkler irrigation system can help to
maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty periods.
Proper seedbed preparation and weed contro! are
needed to control competing vegetation. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tiith.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
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wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W.

39—Waccasassa-Demory complex, flooded. These
poorly drained, shallow or very shallow, nearly level,
soils are on low ridges. They are rarely flooded and
occasionally flooded. Individual areas are generally
irregular in shape and range from 2 to more than
10,000 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Waccasassa soil is
very dark grayish brown sandy clay loam about 2
inches thick. The subsoil is dark yellowish brown sandy
clay loam to a depth of about 12 inches. Limestone
bedrock is at a depth of about 12 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Demory soil is very
dark brown sandy clay loam to a depth of about 6
inches. The underlying material is dark yellowish brown
sandy clay loam to a depth of about 11 inches.
Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 11 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 53
percent Waccasassa and similar soils and 37 percent
Demory and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Waccasassa and
Demory soils and of the similar soils are fairly
consistent in most mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as
Waccasassa-Demory complex, flooded, Waccasassa,
Demory, and similar soils make up about 81 to 99
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 1 to 19 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 19 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Waccasassa and Demory soils but have a surface layer
of fine sand, loamy fine sand, fine sandy loam, or muck
that is more than 3 inches thick; have more than 5
percent gravel in the surface layer; are sandy
throughout; or have bedrock within a depth of 4 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the
Waccasassa and Demory soils in mapping occur as
small areas of Aripeka, Boca, Bradenton, Chobee,
Hicoria, Matmon, and Pineda soils and rock outcrop.
Aripeka and Matmon soils are in the slightly higher
landscape positions. Boca, Bradenton, and Pineda soils
are in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Waccasassa and Demory soils. Chobee and Hicoria
soils are in the lower landscape positions. Boca and
Pineda soils are sandy to a depth of 20 inches or more
and do not have bedrock within a depth of 20 inches.

Soil Survey

Bradenton soils do not have bedrock within a depth of
40 inches.

The seasonal high water table is within a depth of 12
inches in the Waccasassa and Demory soils for 2 to 6
months in most years. During dry periods it is within
crevices and solution holes in the bedrock. Areas of this
map unit are flooded by adjacent creeks for periods of 2
to 7 days during some years. Permeability is moderately
slow in both soils. Available water capacity is very low
in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees or support natural vegetation
and are used only as wildlife habitat. Other areas are
used as pasture. Natural vegetation consists mainly of
laurel oak, water oak, sweetgum, blackgum, red maple,
basswood, eastern redcedar, loblolly pine, and slash
pine in the overstory and cabbage-palm, longleaf uniola,
cutgrass, panicums, bluestems, greenbrier, yaupon,
poison ivy, false indigo, and desmodium in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Wetland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are not suited to and generally are not
used for cropland. Limitations, including flooding,
wetness, and the shallowness to bedrock, are
impractical to overcome under normal circumstances.

These soils are poorly suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are the wetness, the flooding,
and the thin root zone. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can help to remove excess water more rapidly
during wet periods, but special equipment may be
needed because of the limited depth to bedrock. During
droughty periods, the water table is below the bedrock,
and thus sufficient moisture is not available to plant
roots. Native forage species grow well if properly
managed. Restricting grazing during very wet periods or
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. Proper stocking rates and pasture rotation help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is low. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, plant
competition, and windthrow, which are caused by the
wetness, the flooding, and the shallowness to bedrock.
Site preparation should include removing the larger
debris to facilitate mechanical operations, chopping the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition, and bedding to reduce the seedling
mortality rate. Shallow surface ditches can be installed
to remove excess water more rapidly during wet
periods. Because of the shallowness to bedrock,
specialized equipment generally is needed for proper
site preparation and tree planting activities. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
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equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine
or loblolly pine, reduces the seedling mortality rate.
Prescribed burning and controlled grazing in established
stands help to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility. Thinning the hardwood overstory
instead of clearcutting or leaving some rows of
unharvested trees as windbreaks reduces the hazard of
windthrow. During harvest, site preparation, and road-
building activities, the flow of the creeks and
drainageways that remove excess water from the area
should not be impeded.

The flooding, the shallowness to bedrock, and the
wetness are severe limitations on sites for septic tank
absorption fields, residential and commercial buildings,
local roads and streets, and recreational facilities.
Extensive renovation measures, including the
installation of levees and the addition of large amounts
of fill, are necessary to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Vlls. The woodland
ordination symbol is 6D.

40—Pineda fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on sloughs on flatwoods.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 3 to nearly 350 acres in size. Slopes range
from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer is dark
gray fine sand to a depth of about 18 inches. The
subsoil is brown fine sand to a depth of about 32
inches, dark grayish brown fine sandy loam to a depth
of 55 inches, and greenish gray sandy clay loam to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Pineda fine
sand, Pineda and similar soils make up about 76 to 86
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 14 to 24 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage,
the dissimilar soils make up more than 24 percent of
the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Pineda soil but have an organically coated subsoil more
than 2 inches thick that overlies the loamy subsoil, do
not have a sandy subsoil, have bedrock at a depth of
60 to 80 inches, have a loamy subsoil that is at a depth
of 40 to 80 inches, do not have sandy intrusions in the
upper 2 to 10 inches of the loamy subsoil, or have a
dark surface layer that is more than 10 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Pineda soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Chobee, Hicoria,
Myakka, Placid, Pompano, Popash, and Smyrna soils
and soils that have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 60
inches. Myakka, Pompano, and Smyrna soils are in
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positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Pineda soil. Chobee, Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils
are in the lower landscape positions. Myakka,
Pompano, and Smyrna soils are sandy to a depth of 80
inches or more. Myakka and Smyrna soils have an
organically coated subsoil.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Pineda soil for 2 to 6
months, but it can be above the surface for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains or can recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is slow or very slow. Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of scattered slash pine in the overstory and
waxmyrtle, bluestems, maidencane, sand cordgrass,
hatpin, pineland threeawn, low panicums, and scattered
cabbage-palm and saw palmetto in the understory. This
map unit generally is in the North Florida Flatwoods or
Slough ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season and low natural fertility are
the main management concerns. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Bedding is necessary for
most row crops. Proper seedbed preparation and weed
control are needed to control competing vegetation.
Frequent applications of fertilizer and lime generally are
needed to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop
residue to the soil and using a cropping system that
includes grasses and legumes can help to maintain the
content of organic matter and improve tilth.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods helps to prevent damage to plant roots. Proper
stocking rates, pasture rotation, and applications of
fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Limiting mechanical
operations to the drier periods reduces the equipment



62

limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Planting
adapted trees, such as slash pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is lllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

41—Demory sandy clay loam, occasionally
flooded. This poorly drained, nearly level, shallow or
very shallow soil is on low ridges adjacent to or
surrounded by areas of tidal marsh. It is occasionally
flooded. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 2 to nearly 3,000 acres in size.
Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface is covered with several inches
of undecomposed leaf litter. The surface layer is black
muck about 3 inches thick. Below this is very dark
grayish brown sandy clay loam about 4 inches thick.
The underlying material is dark grayish brown sandy
clay loam about 2 inches thick. Limestone bedrock is at
a depth of 9 inches.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Demory
sandy clay loam, occasionally flooded, Demory and
similar soils make up about 78 to 96 percent of the
mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 4 to 22
_percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 22 percent of the mapped
areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Demory soil but do not have a dark surface layer; have
a surface layer of fine sand, loamy fine sand, fine sandy
loam, or muck that is more than 3 inches thick; have
more than 5 percent gravel in the surface layer; have
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bedrock within a depth of 4 inches; or are sandy
throughout.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Demory soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Aripeka, Boca,
Bradenton, Chobee, Cracker, and Matmon soils and
rock outcrop. Chobee and Cracker soils are in the
slightly lower landscape positions. Boca and Bradenton
soils are in positions on the landscape similar to those
of the Demory soil. Aripeka and Matmon soils are in the
slightly higher landscape positions. Boca and Bradenton
soils do not have bedrock within a depth of 20 inches.
Boca soils are sandy to a depth of 20 inches or more.

The seasonal high water table is within a depth of 12
inches for 2 to 6 months in most years. During dry
periods it is within crevices and solution holes in the
bedrock. Areas of this map unit are flooded by adjacent
creeks or by storm-driven tides for periods of 2 to 7
days during some years. Permeability is moderately
slow. Available water capacity is very low.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Other
areas are used for the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of laurel oak, water oak,
sweetgum, blackgum, red maple, basswood, eastern
redcedar, loblolly pine, and slash pine in the overstory
and cabbage-palm, longleaf uniola, cutgrass, panicums,
bluestems, greenbrier, yaupon, poison ivy, false indigo,
and desmodium in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the Wetland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland. Limitations, including flooding, wetness, and
the shallowness to bedrock, are impractical to
overcome under normal circumstances.

This soil is poorly suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are the wetness, the flooding,
and the thin root zone. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Residual salinity is
a problem in areas nearest to the coast. Shallow
surface ditches can help to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods, but special equipment may
be needed because of the limited depth to bedrock.
During droughty periods, the water table is below the
bedrock, and thus sufficient moisture is not available to
plant roots. Native forage species grow well if properly
managed. Restricting grazing during very wet periods or
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. Proper stocking rates and pasture rotation heilp to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
low. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, plant
competition, and windthrow, which are caused by the
wetness, the flooding, and the shallowness to bedrock.
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Residual salinity may also be a problem in areas
nearest to the coast. Site preparation should include
removing the larger debris to facilitate mechanical
operations, chopping the woody understory vegetation
to reduce immediate plant competition, and bedding to
reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Because of the shallowness
to bedrock, specialized equipment generally is needed
for proper site preparation and tree planting activities.
Limiting mechanical operations to the drier periods
reduces the equipment limitation and usually results in
less soil compaction and damage to roots during
thinning operations. Planting adapted trees, such as
slash pine or loblolly pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. Thinning the
hardwood overstory instead of clearcutting or leaving
some rows of unharvested trees as windbreaks reduces
the hazard of windthrow. During harvest, site
preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of the
creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The flooding, the shallowness to bedrock, and the
wetness are severe limitations on sites for septic tank
absorption fields, residential and commercial buildings,
local roads and streets, and recreational facilities.
Extensive renovation measures, including the
installation of levees and the addition of large amounts
of fill, are necessary to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Vlls. The woodland
ordination symbol is 6D.

42—Ousley-Albany complex, occasionally flooded.
These somewhat poorly drained, very deep, nearly level
soils are on slightly elevated knolls and ridges on the
flood plain of the Suwannee River. They are
occasionally flooded. Individual areas are generally
elongated and range from 3 to 75 acres in size. Slopes
range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Ousley soil is gray
fine sand to a depth of about 4 inches and light gray
fine sand to a depth of 12 inches. The underlying
material is fine sand. It is dark brown to a depth of
about 18 inches, yellowish brown to a depth of 28
inches, light yellowish brown to a depth of 38 inches,
pale brown to a depth of 65 inches, and light gray to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Albany soil is light
brownish gray fine sand to a depth of about 6 inches.
The subsurface layer is brown fine sand to a depth of
about 15 inches and light yellowish brown fine sand to a
depth of 50 inches. The subsoil is yellowish brown
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sandy clay loam to a depth of about 65 inches and light
gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 50
percent Ousley and similar soils and about 40 percent
Albany and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Ousley and Albany
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On most of the acreage mapped as Ousley-Albany
complex, occasionally flooded, Ousley, Albany, and
similar soils make up more than 85 percent of the
mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than 15
percent.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Albany soil but have sandy materials underlying the
subsoil, have a thinner surface layer, have a loamy
subsoil at a depth of 20 to 40 inches, or have base
saturation of more than 35 percent in the lower part of
the subsoil. Also included are soils that are similar to
the Qusley and Albany soils but have a sandy,
organically stained subsoil or have a surface layer of
sand.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Ousley and
Albany soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Bradenton, Chobee, Holopaw, Myakka, Orsino, Pineda,
and Pompano soils. Orsino soils are in the slightly
higher landscape positions. Bradenton, Chobee,
Holopaw, Myakka, Pineda, and Pompano soils are in
the lower landscape positions.

The seasonal high water table is at a depth of 18 to
36 inches in the Ousley soil and 12 to 30 inches in the
Albany soil for 1 to 4 months during most years. Areas
of this map unit are flooded by the adjacent river for
periods of 2 to 7 days during some years. Permeability
is rapid in the Ousley soil and moderate in the Albany
soil. Available water capacity is very low in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of laurel oak, water oak,
water hickory, sweetgum, slash pine, and loblolly pine
in the overstory and bluestems, panicums, longleaf
uniola, greenbrier, and scattered saw palmetto and
cabbage-palm in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the Bottomland Hardwoods ecological
community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness and
occasional flooding, which may delay planting; seasonal
droughtiness caused by the very low available water
capacity; and low natural fertility. Shallow surface
ditches and grassed waterways can help to remove
excess water during wet periods. A well designed
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sprinkler irrigation system can help to maintain optimum
soil moisture in the root zone during droughty periods.
Frequent applications of fertilizer and lime generally are
needed to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop
residue to the soil and using a cropping system that
includes grasses and legumes can help to maintain the
content of organic matter and improve tilth. Green
manure crops, including grasses and legumes, should
be used in the crop rotation.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
main management concerns are the seasonal
droughtiness caused by the very low available water
capacity in the root zone, the occasional floeding, and
the low natural fertility. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Native forage
species grow well if properly managed. Restricting
grazing during extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, plant competition, and seedling
mortality caused by the seasonal wetness and the
flooding. Limiting mechanical operations to the drier
periods reduces the equipment limitation and usually
results in less soil compaction and damage to roots
during thinning operations. Site preparation should
include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Planting
adapted trees, such as slash pine or loblolly pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

The occasional flooding and the seasonal wetness
are severe limitations on sites for septic tank absorption
fields, residential and commercial buildings, and local
roads and streets. Extensive renovation measures
generally are necessary on sites for building and roads.
These measures include installing levees and drainage
systems for flood protection, elevating road bases and
the foundations of buildings above normal flood levels,
and installing an offsite sewage disposal system in an
area that is not prone to flooding. The occasional
flooding, the wetness, and the loose, sandy surface
layer are severe limitations affecting recreational
facilities. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic and flooding can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational facilities.

Soil Survey

The capability subclass is Illw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W for the Ousley soil and 11W
for the Albany soil.

43—Tidewater mucky clay, frequently flooded. This
very poorly drained, deep and very deep, nearly level
soil is in areas of tidal marsh. It is frequently flooded.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 4 to nearly 6,700 acres in size. Slopes are 0
to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark brown mucky
clay to a depth of about 10 inches, black silty clay to a
depth of 24 inches, and black sandy clay loam to a
depth of 40 inches. The underlying material is a mixture
of black and very dark grayish brown loamy fine sand to
a depth of about 76 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a
depth of about 76 inches.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Tidewater
mucky clay, frequently flooded, Tidewater and similar
soils make up about 91 to 100 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than 9 percent. On
5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 9 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Tidewater soil but have a surface layer of muck that is 4
to 51 inches thick; have a surface layer of fine sandy
loam, sandy clay loam, or sandy clay that is more than
3 inches thick; do not have a dark surface layer as
much as 10 inches in thickness; have sandy materials
at a depth of 20 to 40 inches; have bedrock at a depth
of 30 to 40 inches; or do not have sulfidic materials
within a depth of 20 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Tidewater
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Boca, Cracker,
Demory, Immokalee, Myakka, Wekiva, Wulfert, and
Zolfo soils and soils that have bedrock at a depth of 20
to 30 inches, have sandy materials within a depth of 20
inches, or have an organic surface layer that is more
than 51 inches thick. Cracker and Wulfert soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Tidewater soil. Boca, Demory, Immokalee, Myakka,
Wekiva, and Zolfo soils are in the slightly higher
landscape positions. Cracker soils have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 20 inches. Wulfert soils have
an organic surface layer that is more than 16 inches
thick.

The seasonal high water table is within a depth of 12
inches in the Tidewater soil throughout the year. Areas
of this map unit are flooded daily by high tides.
Permeability is moderately slow. Available water
capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of dense stands of black
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needlerush. This map unit generally is in the Salt Marsh
ecological community (24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland, pasture, or the production of pine trees.
Limitations, including flooding, wetness, and salinity, are
impractical to overcome under normal circumstances.

The flooding and the wetness are severe limitations
on sites for septic tank absorption fields, residential and
commercial buildings, local roads and streets, and
recreational facilities. Extensive renovation measures,
including the installation of levees and drainage
systems and the addition of large amounts of fill, are
necessary to overcome these limitations. If drained or if
used as fill material, this soil becomes extremely acid
and thus can support only a limited variety of plants.

The capability subclass is VIllw. No woodland
ordination symbol is assigned.

45—Cracker mucky clay, frequently flooded. This
very poorly drained, shallow or very shallow, nearly
level soil is in areas of tidal marsh. It is frequently
flooded. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 9 to nearly 5,900 acres in size.
Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is black mucky clay to a
depth of about 4 inches and very dark gray sandy clay
loam to a depth of 12 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a
depth of about 12 inches.

On 90 percent of the acreage mapped as Cracker
mucky clay, frequently flooded, Cracker and similar
soils make up about 76 to 92 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 8 to 24 percent.
On 10 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make
up more than 24 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Cracker soil but have a surface layer of muck, fine
sandy loam, sandy clay loam, or sandy clay that is
more than 3 inches thick; are sandy throughout; or have
bedrock at a depth of 20 to 30 inches or within a depth
of 6 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Cracker soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Boca, Demory,
Tidewater, Wekiva, and Wulfert soils and areas of soils
that have bedrock at a depth of 20 to 30 inches. Also
included are small areas of rock outcrop. Tidewater and
Wulfert soils are in positions on the landscape similar to
those of the Cracker soil. Boca, Demory, and Wekiva
soils are in the slightly higher landscape positions.
Tidewater and Wulfert soils do not have bedrock within
a depth of 40 inches. Wulfert soils have an organic
surface layer that is more than 16 inches thick.

The seasonal high water table is within a depth of 12
inches in the Cracker soil throughout the year. Areas of
this map unit are flooded daily by high tides.
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Permeability is moderate. Available water capacity is
very low.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of black needlerush,
marshhay cordgrass, saltwort, and glasswort. This map
unit generally is in the Salt Marsh ecological community
(24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland, pasture, or the production of pine trees.
Limitations, including flooding, wetness, salinity, and the
shallowness to bedrock, are impractical to overcome
under normal circumstances.

The flooding, the shallowness to bedrock, and the
wetness are severe limitations on sites for septic tank
absorption fields, residential and commercial buildings,
local roads and streets, and recreational facilities.
Extensive renovation measures, including the
installation of levees and drainage systems and the
addition of large amounts of fill, are necessary to
overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Villw. No woodland
ordination symbol is assigned.

46—Chobee fine sandy loam, limestone
substratum, frequently flooded. This very poorly
drained, deep or very deep, nearly level soil is on flood
plains. It is frequently flooded. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 3 to nearly
3,500 acres in size. Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark brown muck
to a depth of about 3 inches and very dark brown fine
sandy loam to a depth of 11 inches. The subsoil is very
dark grayish brown sandy clay loam to a depth of about
21 inches, light brownish gray sandy clay loam to a
depth of 28 inches, dark greenish gray sandy clay loam
to a depth of 54 inches, and a mixture of greenish gray
and light greenish gray sandy clay loam to a depth of
68 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 68
inches.

On most of the acreage mapped as Chobee fine
sandy loam, limestone substratum, frequently flooded,
Chobee and similar soils make up more than 85 percent
of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than
15 percent.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Chobee soil but do not have bedrock within a depth of
80 inches, have bedrock at a depth of 20 to 40 inches,
do not have a dark surface layer as much as 10 inches
in thickness, have an organic surface layer that is 4 to
16 inches thick, have an average content of clay in the
upper 20 inches of the subsoil that is more than 35
percent, or have a surface layer of fine sand, loamy fine
sand, or sandy clay loam that is 4 to 20 inches thick.
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Dissimilar soils that are included with the Chobee soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Boca, Bradenton,
Demory, Gator, Hicoria, Pineda, Popash, Waccasassa,
and Wekiva soils. Also included are soils that are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Chobee soil but have bedrock within a depth of 20
inches. Gator, Hicoria, and Popash soils are in positions
on the landscape similar to those of the Chobee soil.
Boca, Bradenton, Demory, Pineda, Waccasassa, and
Wekiva soils are in the higher landscape positions.
Gator soils have an organic surface layer that is more
than 16 inches thick. Hicoria and Popash soils are
sandy to a depth of 20 inches or maore.

The seasonal high water table is at or above the
surface in the Chobee soil for more than 6 months
during most years. Areas of this map unit are flooded
by adjacent rivers or creeks for periods of more than 6
months during most years. Permeability is slow.
Available water capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of cypress, red maple,
sweetbay, sweetgum, and Florida willow in the
overstory and pickerelweed, lizard’s-tail, water iris, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory. This map
unit generally is in the Swamp Hardwoods or Cypress
Swamp ecological community (24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland, pasture, or the production of pine trees.
Limitations, including flooding and wetness, are
impractical to overcome under normal circumstances.

The flooding and ponding are severe limitations on
sites for septic tank absorption fields, residential and
commercial buildings, local roads and streets, and
recreational facilities. Extensive renovation measures,
including the installation of levees and drainage
systems and the addition of large amounts of fill, are
necessary to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is Vllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 2W.

48—L utterloh-Moriah complex, 0 to 5 percent
slopes. This map unit consists of a very deep Lutterloh
soil and a deep or very deep Moriah soil. These
somewhat poorly drained, nearly level to gently sloping
soils are on karst uplands. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 3 to nearly
400 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Lutterloh soil is
dark gray fine sand about 7 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is light brownish gray fine sand to a
depth of about 23 inches, light gray fine sand to a depth
of 42 inches, and white fine sand to a depth of 57
inches. The subsoil is light gray sandy clay loam to a
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depth of about 69 inches and light gray sandy clay to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Moriah soil is very
dark grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is grayish brown fine sand to a depth
of about 19 inches and light gray fine sand to a depth of
35 inches. The subsoil is yellowish brown sandy clay
loam to a depth of about 39 inches and light brownish
gray sandy clay to a depth of 51 inches. Limestone
bedrock is at a depth of about 51 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 53
percent Lutterloh and similar soils and 37 percent
Moriah and similar soils. The compeonents of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Lutterloh and Moriah
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 90 percent of the acreage mapped as Lutterioh-
Moriah complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes, Lutterloh,
Moriah, and similar soils make up about 78 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 22 percent. On 10 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 22 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Moriah soil but do not have bedrock within a depth of
72 inches. Also included are soils that are similar to the
Lutterloh and Moriah soils but have a dark surface layer
that is more than 9 inches thick, contain more than 35
percent clay in the upper 20 inches of the subsoil, are
fine sandy loam or sandy clay loam throughout the
subsoil, do not have a subsoil, or have a seasonal high
water table at a depth of 42 to 72 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Lutterloh
and Moriah soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Bushnell, Hicoria, Holopaw, Jonesville, Levyville, Mabel,
Micanopy, Pedro, and Seaboard soils. Bushnell,
Jonesville, Levyville, Mabel, Micanopy, Pedro, and
Seaboard soils are in positions on the landscape similar
to those of the Lutterloh and Moriah soils. Hicoria and
Holopaw soils are in the lower landscape positions.
Bushnell, Levyville, Mabel, Micanopy, and Pedro soils
have a loamy or clayey subsoil within a depth of 20
inches. Jonesville, Levyville, Pedro, and Seaboard soils
are better drained than the Lutterloh and Moriah soils.
Jonesville, Pedro, and Seaboard soils have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 40 inches.

The seasonal high water table is perched at a depth
of 18 to 42 inches in the Lutterloh and Moriah soils for 2
to 5 months in most years. Permeability is slow.
Available water capacity is very low in the Lutterloh soil
and low in the Moriah soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or



Levy County, Florida

cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees. Natural vegetation consists mainly of laurel
oak, live oak, slash pine, loblolly pine, longleaf pine,
magnolia, sweetgum, hickory, and eastern redcedar in
the overstory and cabbage-palm, blackberry, American
beautyberry, greenbrier, Florida holly, bluestems, and
panicums in the understory. This map unit generally is
in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks ecological
community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
The main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which may delay planting; seasonal droughtiness
caused by the very low or low available water capacity;
and low natural fertility. Shallow surface ditches and
grassed waterways can help to remove excess water
during wet periods. A well designed sprinkler irrigation
system can help to maintain optimum soil moisture in
the root zone during droughty periods. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth. Green manure
crops, including grasses and legumes, should be used
in the crop rotation.

These soils are well suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are the seasonal droughtiness
and the low natural fertility. They limit the selection of
plant species and the periods of grazing. Adapted
plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Restricting grazing
during extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to
plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation, and
applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness. Limiting mechanical operations
to the drier periods reduces the equipment limitation
and usually results in less soil compaction and damage
to roots during thinning operations. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation and to maintain accessibility. A
wide variety of trees, including slash pine and loblolly
pine, grow well if properly managed.

These soils have moderate limitations affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets mainly because of the wetness. Installing a
subsurface drainage system around the foundations of
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buildings and installing shallow ditches along roadsides
can help to overcome these limitations. The wetness is
a severe limitation on sites for septic tank absorption
fields. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material generally can overcome this limitation.
Limitations affecting most recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is llle. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W for the Lutterloh soil and 11S
for the Moriah soil.

49—Hicoria fine sand. This poorly drained, very
deep, nearly level soil is on broad, low flats. Individual
areas are generally irregular in shape and range from 6
to nearly 400 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2
percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand to a depth of about 11 inches and very dark
grayish brown fine sand to a depth of 17 inches. The
subsurface layer is grayish brown loamy fine sand to a
depth of about 23 inches. The subsoil is grayish brown
sandy clay loam to a depth of about 30 inches and gray
sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Hicoria fine
sand, Hicoria and similar soils make up about 81 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 19 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 19 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Hicoria soil but have a loamy subsoil at a depth of 40 to
80 inches or 12 to 20 inches; have a dark surface layer
that is less than 10 inches or more than 24 inches thick;
have a surface layer of loamy fine sand or mucky fine
sand that is more than 3 inches thick; have an
organically stained, sandy subsoil underlying the
surface or subsurface layer; or contain an average of
more than 35 percent clay in the upper 20 inches of the
subsoil.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Hicoria soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Boca, Bushnell, Ft.
Green, Hicoria, Lochloosa, Mabel, Moriah, Placid,
Pompano, and Popash soils. Hicoria, Placid, and
Popash soils are in depressions. Boca, Placid, and
Pompano soils are in positions on the landscape similar
to those of the Hicoria soil. Bushnell, Ft. Green,
Lochloosa, Mabel, and Moriah soils are in the slightly
higher landscape positions. Boca soils have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 40 inches. Placid and
Pompano soils are sandy to a depth of 80 inches or
more.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
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a depth of 6 inches in the Hicoria soil for 2 to 6 months,
but it is above the surface for 1 to 2 weeks following
heavy rains or can recede to a depth of about 60 inches
during droughty periods. Permeability is slow or
moderately slow. Available water capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture.
Natural vegetation consists mainly of maidencane,
chalky bluestem, bushybeard bluestem, sand cordgrass,
and waxmyrtle. Some areas have slash pine and
scattered cabbage-palm in the overstory. This map unit
generally is in the Slough ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops. Wetness
during the growing season is the main management
concern. Shallow surface ditches can be installed to
remove excess water more rapidly during wet periods.
Bedding is necessary for most row crops. Proper
seedbed preparation and weed control are needed to
control competing vegetation.

This soil is moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness is the main management concern. It limits the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Shallow surface ditches can be installed to remove
excess water more rapidly during wet periods. Native
forage species grow well if properly managed.
Restricting grazing during very wet periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates
and pasture rotation help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping and burning the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition, and bedding to reduce the seedling
mortality rate. Shallow surface ditches can be installed
to remove excess water more rapidly during wet
periods. Limiting mechanical operations to the drier
periods reduces the equipment limitation and usually
results in less soil compaction and damage to roots
during thinning operations. Planting adapted trees, such
as slash pine, reduces the seedling mortality rate.
Prescribed burning and controlled grazing in established
stands help to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility. During harvest, site preparation,
and road-building activities, the flow of the creeks and
drainageways that remove excess water from the area
should not be impeded.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting

Soil Survey

septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

50—Hicoria loamy fine sand, depressional. This
very poorly drained, very deep, nearly level soil is in
depressions on flatwoods or on broad, low flats. It is
ponded. Individual areas are generally oval or irregular
in shape and range from 2 to nearly 200 acres in size.
Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sandy loam to a depth of about 3 inches, very dark gray
loamy fine sand to a depth of 15 inches, and very dark
grayish brown fine sand to a depth of 22 inches. The
subsurface layer is grayish brown fine sand to a depth
of about 38 inches. The subsaoil is a mixture of gray and
dark gray sandy clay loam to a depth of about 43
inches, a mixture of light gray and gray sandy clay loam
to a depth of 58 inches, and light gray sandy clay loam
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On most of the acreage mapped as Hicoria loamy
fine sand, depressional, Hicoria and similar soils make
up more than 85 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 15 percent.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Hicoria soil but have a surface layer of fine sand or fine
sandy loam that is more than 3 inches thick, have an
organic surface layer that is 3 to 8 inches thick, have a
dark surface layer that is less than 10 inches or more
than 24 inches thick, have a loamy subsoil at a depth of
40 to 80 inches or 12 to 20 inches, contain an average
of more than 35 percent clay in the upper 20 inches of
the subsoil, or have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 80
inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Hicoria soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Chobee and Placid
soils. Also included are soils that are in positions on the
landscape similar to those of the Hicoria soil but have
bedrock within a depth of 40 inches. Chobee and Placid
soils are in positions on the landscape similar to those
of the Hicoria soil. Chobee soils are loamy throughout.
Placid soils are sandy throughout.

The seasonal high water table is above the surface in
the Hicoria soil for more than 6 months during most
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years. It is within a depth of 12 inches during most of
the rest of the time. Permeability is slow or moderately
slow. Available water capacity is low or moderate.

Most areas of this map unit support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of maidencane,
pickerelweed, water lily, rushes, and sand cordgrass.
Some areas have a woody overstory that consists
mainly of cypress, blackgum, red maple, and sweetbay.
This map unit generally is in the Freshwater Marsh and
Ponds ecological community (24).

This soil is not suited to and generally is not used for
cropland, pasture, or the production of pine trees.
Limitations, including ponding, are impractical to
overcome under normal circumstances.

The ponding is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Extensive renovation measures, including the
addition of large amounts of fill and the installation of
drainage systems, are necessary to overcome this
limitation.

The capability subclass is Vllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 2W.

51—Ft. Green-Bivans complex, 2 to 5 percent
slopes. This map unit consists of a poorly drained Ft.
Green soil and a somewhat poorly drained Bivans soil.
These very deep, gently sloping soils are on uplands.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 3 to nearly 600 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Ft. Green soil is
dark grayish brown fine sand about 7 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is grayish brown fine sand to a depth
of about 28 inches and brown loamy fine sand that has
many pockets of very dark grayish brown fine sandy
loam to a depth of 33 inches. The subsoil is light
brownish gray fine sandy loam to a depth of about 46
inches, dark gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 60
inches, a mixture of light greenish gray and gray sandy
clay loam to a depth of 67 inches, and a mixture of light
gray and gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches
or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Bivans soil is very
dark grayish brown fine sand about 5 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is light brownish gray fine sand to a
depth of about 17 inches. The subsoil is dark gray
sandy clay to a depth of about 39 inches, gray sandy
clay to a depth of 50 inches, and gray sandy clay loam
to a depth of 70 inches. The underlying material is gray
sandy clay to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 56
percent Ft. Green and similar soils and 34 percent
Bivans and similar soils. The components of this map
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unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Ft. Green and Bivans
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 90 percent of the acreage mapped as Ft. Green-
Bivans complex, 2 to 5 percent slopes, Ft. Green,
Bivans, and similar soils make up about 77 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 23 percent. On 10 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 23 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Ft. Green soil but have a clayey subsoil or have an
organically stained layer that overlies the subsoil. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Bivans soil but
have a surface layer of loamy sand or sandy loam or
contain less than 35 percent clay in the upper 20 inches
of the subsoil. Also included are soils that are similar to
the Ft. Green and Bivans soils but have bedrock below
a depth of 60 inches, have a dark surface layer that is
more than 7 inches thick, have base saturation of less
than 35 percent in the lower part of the subsoil, have
sandy material underlying the subsoil, have slopes of
less than 2 percent or more than 5 percent, or have a
seasonal high water table at a depth of 18 to 40 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Ft. Green
and Bivans soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Adamsville, Bushnell, Hicoria, Lutterloh, and Sparr soils
and soils that have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 60
inches. Adamsville, Bushnell, Lutterloh, and Sparr soils
are in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Ft. Green and Bivans soils. Hicoria soils are in
depressions. Adamsville, Lutterloh, and Sparr soils are
sandy to a depth of 40 inches or more. Bushnell soils
have limestone bedrock within a depth of 40 inches.

The seasonal high water table is at a depth of 6 to
18 inches in the Ft. Green and Bivans soils for 1 to 4
months during most years. Permeability is slow or
moderately slow in the Ft. Green soil and slow or very
slow in the Bivans soil. Available water capacity is
moderate in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees. Natural vegetation consists mainly of laurel
oak, live oak, slash pine, loblolly pine, magnolia,
sweetgum, hickory, and eastern redcedar in the
overstory and blackberry, American beautyberry,
greenbrier, holly, bluestems, panicums, and scattered
cabbage-palm and saw palmetto in the understory. This
map unit generally is in the Upland Hardwood
Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
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which may delay planting, and the hazard of erosion.
Shallow surface ditches and grassed waterways can
help to remove excess water during wet periods.
Conservation practices, such as farming on the contour,
applying a system of conservation tillage, and terracing,
can minimize loss of topsoil caused by erosion. Proper
seedbed preparation, weed control, and applications of
lime and fertilizer generally can assure high yields.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture.
Wetness is the main management concern. It limits the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Shallow surface ditches can be installed to remove
excess water more rapidly during wet periods. Adapted
piants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Restricting grazing
during very wet periods helps to prevent damage to
plant roots. Proper stocking rates and pasture rotation
help to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine
or loblolly pine, reduces the seedling mortality rate.
Prescribed burning and controlled grazing in established
stands help to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

The wetness and the restricted permeability in the
subsoil are severe limitations on sites for septic tank
absorption fields. Installing a filtering mound of suitable
soil material can help to overcome these limitations.
The wetness and the shrink-swell potential in the
subsoil are severe limitations on sites for residential and
commercial buildings and local roads and streets.
Filling, which raises building foundations above the level
of the seasonal wetness, and constructing buildings
with a reinforced foundation or a floating slab can help
to overcome the limitations affecting buildings and
minimize the hazard of foundation and wall cracking.
Raising road bases above the level of the seasonal
wetness and installing a system of roadside ditches and
culverts can help to overcome the limitations affecting
local roads and streets. Limitations affecting
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recreational facilities are severe because of the wetness
and the loose, sandy surface layer. Restricting access
during wet periods and establishing species of turf
grass that are tolerant of wetness and traffic can help to
overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is lllw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W for the Ft. Green soil and
11W for the Bivans soil.

55—Pedro-Jonesville-Shadeville complex, 0 to 5
percent slopes. This map unit consists of a well
drained, shallow or very shallow Pedro soil; a well
drained, moderately deep Jonesville soil; and a
moderately well drained, deep or very deep Shadeville
soil. These nearly level to gently sloping soils are on
karst uplands. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 5 to more than 6,000 acres in
Size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Pedro soil is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is brownish yellow fine sand to a depth
of about 11 inches. The subsoil is dark yellowish brown
fine sandy loam to a depth of about 15 inches. Soft,
unconsolidated limestone that can be dug with a spade
is at a depth of about 15 inches. Harder limestone
bedrock is at a depth of about 21 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Jonesville soil is
dark gray fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is a mixture of very pale brown and
light gray fine sand to a depth of about 31 inches. The
subsoil is dark yellowish brown fine sandy loam to a
depth of about 35 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a
depth of about 35 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Shadeville soil is
dark grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about 10
inches. The subsurface layer is a mixture of pale brown
and yellowish brown fine sand to a depth of about 23
inches. The subsoil is yellowish brown sandy clay loam
to a depth of about 45 inches. Limestone bedrock is at
a depth of about 45 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 61
percent Pedro and similar soils, 19 percent Jonesville
and similar soils, and 17 percent Shadeville and similar
soils. The components of this map unit are so
intermingled that it is not practical to map them
separately at the scale used in mapping. However, the
proportions of the Pedro, Jonesville, and Shadeville
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Pedro-
Jonesville-Shadeville complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes,
Pedro, Jonesville, Shadeville, and similar soils make up
about 91 to 100 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 9 percent. On 5
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percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 9 percent of the mapped areas.

included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Pedro soil but have bedrock within a depth of 6 inches,
do not have limestone within a depth of 20 inches, have
a surface layer of loamy fine sand or fine sandy loam,
or have a surface layer that contains more than 1
percent gravel. Also included are soils that are similar
to the Pedro and Jonesville soils but do not have a
subsoil, contain an average of more than 35 percent
clay throughout the subsoil, have a perched seasonal
high water table, or do not have consolidated bedrock
within a depth of 40 inches. Also included are soils that
are similar to the Shadeville soil but do not have
bedrock within a depth of 72 inches, contain more than
35 percent clay in the upper 20 inches of the subsoil,
have a dark surface layer that is more than 10 inches
thick, or have a seasonal high water table that is
perched at a depth of 20 to 48 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Pedro,
Jonesville, and Shadeville soils in mapping occur as
small areas of Candler, Hicoria, Lutterloh, Otela, and
Tavares soils. Also included are small areas of rock
outcrop and rock pits and areas of sloping soils on the
edges of sinkholes. Candler, Lutterloh, Otela, and
Tavares soils are in positions on the landscape similar
to those of the Pedro, Jonesville, and Shadeville soils.
Hicoria soils are in depressions. Candler and Tavares
soils are sandy to a depth of 80 inches or more.
Lutterloh and Otela soils are sandy to a depth of 40 to
80 inches. Lutterloh soils are somewhat poorly drained.

The seasonal high water table is below the bedrock
in the Pedro and Jonesville soils throughout the year. It
is perched at a depth of 48 to 72 inches in the
Shadeville soil for 1 to 3 months during most years.
Permeability is moderately rapid in the Pedro soil,
moderately slow or moderate in the Jonesville soil, and
moderate in the Shadeville soil. Available water
capacity is very low in the Pedro and Jonesville soils
and low in the Shadeville soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development. Natural vegetation consists mainly of
laurel oak, live oak, slash pine, loblolly pine, longleaf
pine, magnolia, sweetgum, hickory, and eastern
redcedar in the overstory and cabbage-palm,
blackberry, American beautyberry, greenbrier, Fiorida
holly, bluestems, pineland threeawn, and panicums in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
The main management concerns are seasonal
droughtiness, a thin root zone, and the shallowness to
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bedrock. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system can
help to maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty
periods. Returning crop residue to the soil can increase
the content of organic matter and the water-holding
capacity of the topsoil. Special cultivation equipment
may be needed because of the limited depth to
bedrock. Proper seedbed preparation, weed control,
and applications of lime and fertilizer generally can
assure high yields.

These soils are well suited to pasture. The main
management concerns are the seasonal droughtiness
and the thin root zone. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Restricting grazing during
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. Proper stocking rates and pasture rotation help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are seedling
mortality and windthrow, which are caused by the
seasonal droughtiness and the shallowness to bedrock;
the equipment limitation, which is caused by the
shallowness to bedrock and the loose, sandy surface
layer; and plant competition. Planting adapted trees,
such as slash pine, and planting during the wetter
months reduce the seedling mortality rate. Leaving
some rows of unharvested, mature trees as windbreaks
reduces the hazard of windthrow. Because of the
shallowness to bedrock, specialized equipment may be
needed for proper site preparation and tree planting
activities. Using harvesting and planting machinery
equipped with large rubber tires helps to overcome the
equipment limitation. Prescribed burning and controlled
grazing in established stands generally are adequate to
control competing vegetation.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detaited information
regarding each component.

Pedro and Jonesville soils have severe limitations
affecting sites for septic tank absorption fields mainly
because of the depth to bedrock. Shadeville soils have
moderate limitations affecting sites for septic tank
absorption fields because of the depth to bedrock,
wetness, and moderate permeability in the subsoil.
Careful site investigation is needed to locate suitably
large areas that are deep enough over bedrock.
Installing an oversized septic tank absorption field and
avoiding the clustering of homes and septic systems
can help to overcome the limitations and minimize the
hazard of ground-water pollution. The Pedro soil has
moderate limitations on sites for residential and
commercial buildings and local roads and streets, and
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the Jonesville and Shadeville soils have slight
limitations. Areas of soils that are shallow or very
shallow over bedrock are common throughout this map
unit, but careful site investigation usually can locate
suitably large areas for building foundations that are
deep enough over bedrock. Because of the shallowness
to bedrock, special equipment may be needed for the
installation of ditches or pipelines. Limitations affecting
most recreational facilities are severe because of the
loose, sandy surface layer and the shallowness to
bedrock. Establishing species of turf grass that are
tolerant of traffic and restricting access to stabilized
areas can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is 1Vs for the Pedro soil, llis
for the Jonesville soil, and lis for the Shadeville soil.
The woodland ordination symbol is 10S for the Pedro
and Jonesville soils and 118 for the Shadeville soil.

56—Moriah-Bushnell-Mabel, limestone substratum,
complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes. This map unit consists
of somewhat poorly drained, deep or very deep Moriah
and Mabel soils and a somewhat poorly drained,
moderately deep Bushnell soil. These nearly level to
gently sloping soils are on karst uplands. Individual
areas are generally irregular in shape and range from 4
to nearly 400 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Moriah soil is dark
gray fine sand about 9 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is very pale brown fine sand to a depth of about
16 inches and white fine sand to a depth of 28 inches.
The subsoil is light yellowish brown fine sandy loam to
a depth of about 32 inches, light gray sandy clay loam
to a depth of 44 inches, light gray fine sandy loam to a
depth of 52 inches, and light gray clay to a depth of 68
inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 68
inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Bushnell soil is
dark grayish brown fine sand about 6 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is brown fine sand to a depth of about
10 inches. The subsaoil is yellowish brown sandy clay to
a depth of about 16 inches and yellowish brown clay to
a depth of 26 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth
of about 26 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Mabel soil is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 7 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is yellowish brown fine sand to a depth
of about 14 inches. The subsoil is brown sandy clay
loam to a depth of about 18 inches, yellowish brown
clay to a depth of 31 inches, and light gray clay to a
depth of 53 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of
about 53 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 34
percent Moriah and similar soils, 29 percent Bushnell
and similar soils, and 23 percent Mabel and similar
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soils. The components of this map unit are so
intermingled that it is not practical to map them
separately at the scale used in mapping. However, the
proportions of the Moriah, Bushnell, and Mabel soils
and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Moriah-
Bushnell-Mabel, limestone substratum, complex, 0 to 5
percent slopes, Moriah, Bushnell, Mabel, and similar
soils make up about 78 to 93 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 7 to 22 percent.
On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make
up more than 22 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Moriah soil but contain an average of more than 35
percent clay in the upper 20 inches of the subsoil, have
bedrock at a depth of 24 to 40 inches, do not have
bedrock within a depth of 72 inches, have a dark
surface layer that is more than 9 inches thick, or have a
perched high water table at a depth of 42 to 72 inches.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Bushnell
and Mabel soils but have a surface layer of loamy fine
sand or fine sandy loam, have a surface layer that
contains more than 5 percent gravel, do not have a
perched high water table within a depth of 36 inches, do
not have bedrock within a depth of 72 inches, have a
dark surface layer that is more than 6 inches thick that
overlies the subsoil, have bedrock at a depth of 12 to
20 inches, or contain an average of less than 35
percent clay in the upper 20 inches of the subsoil.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Moriah,
Bushnell, and Mabel soils in mapping occur as small
areas of Adamsville, Bivans, Ft. Green, Hicoria,
Lutterioh, Otela, and Tavares soils; soils that have
bedrock within a depth of 12 inches; and sloping soils
that are near the edges of sinkholes. Adamsville,
Bivans, Ft. Green, Lutterloh, Otela, and Tavares soils
are in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Moriah, Bushnell, and Mabel soils. Hicoria soils are in
depressions. Adamsville, Lutterloh, Otela, and Tavares
soils are sandy to a depth of 40 inches or more. Bivans
and Ft. Green soils do not have bedrock within a depth
of 80 inches.

The seasonal high water table is perched at a depth
of 18 to 42 inches in the Moriah soil for 1 to 3 months
during most years. It is perched at a depth of 18 to 36
inches in the Bushnell and Mabel soils for 1 to 3
months during most years. In all three soils, it may be
at a depth of 12 to 20 inches for severa! days following
heavy rains. Permeability is slow in all three soils.
Available water capacity is low in the Moriah and
Bushnell soils and moderate in the Mabel soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
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pine trees. Natural vegetation consists mainly of laurel
oak, water oak, slash pine, loblolly pine, live oak,
magnolia, sweetgum, hickory, and eastern redcedar in
the overstory and blackberry, American beautyberry,
greenbrier, Florida holly, bluestems, panicums, and
scattered cabbage-palm and saw palmetto in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
The main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which may delay planting, and the hazard of erosion.
Shallow surface ditches and grassed waterways can
help to remove excess water during wet periods.
Conservation practices, such as farming on the contour,
applying a system of conservation tillage, and terracing,
can minimize loss of topsoil caused by erosion. Proper
seedbed preparation, weed control, and applications of
lime and fertilizer generally can assure high yields.

These soils are well suited to pasture. A wide variety
of plants, including Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy
indigo, grow well if properly managed. Proper stocking
rates, pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer
generally are adequate to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness. Limiting mechanical operations
to the drier periods reduces the equipment limitation
and usually results in less soil compaction and damage
to roots during thinning operations. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping and burning the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation and to maintain accessibility. A
wide variety of trees, including slash pine and loblolly
pine, grow well if properly managed.

Wetness, depth to bedrock, and slow permeability in
the subsoil are severe limitations on sites for septic tank
absorption fields. Careful site investigation is needed to
locate suitably large areas that are deep enough over
bedrock. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations. The
Bushnell and Mabel soils have severe limitations on
sites for residential and commercial buildings and local
roads and streets because of the shrink-swell potential
in the subsoil. The Moriah soil has moderate limitations
on sites for residential and commercial buildings and
local roads and streets because of the wetness.
Constructing buildings with a reinforced foundation or a
floating slab can help to overcome the limitations
affecting buildings and minimizes the hazard of
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foundation and wall cracking. Limitations affecting most
recreational facilities are severe because of the loose,
sandy surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of traffic can help to overcome these
limitations.

The capability subclass is Illw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 118 for the Moriah soil and 11W
for the Bushnell and Mabel soils.

57—Paola fine sand, gently rolling. This
excessively drained, very deep, gently rolling soil is on
the tops of dunelike ridges and on islands in the Gulf of
Mexico. Individual areas are generally oval or elongated
and range from 2 to nearly 500 acres in size. Slopes
are complex. They range from 2 to 8 percent but are
mainly 5 to 8 percent.

Typically, the surface layer is gray fine sand about 2
inches thick. The subsurface layer is light gray fine
sand to a depth of about 11 inches. The subsaoil is a
mixture of yellowish brown and very pale brown fine
sand to a depth of about 16 inches, yellowish brown
fine sand to a depth of 26 inches, brownish yellow fine
sand to a depth of 68 inches, and yellow fine sand to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Paola fine
sand, gently rolling, Paola and similar soils make up
about 90 to 100 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 10 percent. On 5
percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 10 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Paola soil but do not have a subsurface layer that is
more than 6 inches thick, have a seasonal high water
table at a depth of 40 to 72 inches, or have a layer of
coarse shell fragments at the surface that is 3 to 20
inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Paola soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Cassia,
Immokalee, Myakka, Placid, Pomello, Pompano,
Popash, Samsula, and Zolfo soils. Adamsville, Cassia,
Immokalee, Myakka, Pomello, Pompano, and Zolfo soils
are in the slightly lower landscape positions. Placid,
Popash, and Samsula soils are in depressions.

The seasonal high water table is below a depth of 72
inches in the Paola soil throughout the year.
Permeability is very rapid. Available water capacity is
very low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees or as wildlife habitat. Small
areas are used as pasture or have been subdivided for
residential development. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of live oak, turkey oak, longleaf pine, and sand
pine in the overstory and saw palmetto, Spanish
bayonet, pineland threeawn, bluestems, and reindeer
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moss in the understory. This map unit generally is in the
Upland Hardwood Hammocks or Longleaf Pine-Turkey
Oak Hills ecological community (24).

This soil is very poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Prolonged droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil
blowing are the main management concerns. A well
designed sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to
maintain adequate soil moisture during the growing
season for most cultivated crops. In many areas,
however, irrigation may be difficult to install because of
the slope. Returning crop residue to the soil and
mulching can increase the content of organic matter
and the water-holding capacity of the topsail. Green
manure crops, including grasses and legumes, should
be used in the crop rotation. Frequent applications of
lime and fertilizer generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Establishing windbreaks around fields
and utilizing field windstrips with row crops can
minimize loss of topsoil and damage to emergent plants
caused by soil blowing.

This soil is poorly suited to pasture. The prolonged
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
low. The main management concerns are seedling
mortality caused by the prolonged droughtiness and the
low fertility and the equipment limitation caused by the
loose, sandy surface layer. Planting adapted trees, such
as sand pine, and planting during the wetter months
reduce the seedling mortality rate. Establishing a close-
growing cover crop before planting can help to stabilize
the sandy surface layer, improve trafficability, and
increase the available water capacity of the topsaoil.
Using harvesting and planting machinery equipped with
large rubber tires helps to overcome the equipment
limitation.

This soil has only slight limitations affecting sites for
septic tank absorption fields, residential buildings, and
local roads and streets. Taking care not to cluster
homes and septic systems minimizes the hazard of
ground-water pollution. Limitations affecting commercial
buildings are moderate because of the slope.
Limitations affecting recreational facilities are severe
because of the loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing
turf grasses that are tolerant of droughtiness and traffic
can help to stabilize the surface layer. Applications of
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mulch, applications of fertilizer, frequent irrigation, and
restricted access are generally required.

The capability subclass is Vis. The woodland
ordination symbol is 2S.

58—Boca-Holopaw, limestone substratum,
complex. This map unit consists of a moderately deep
Boca soil and a deep or very deep Holopaw soil. These
poorly drained, nearly level soils are on low ridges and
flatwoods. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 3 to nearly 1,000 acres in size.
Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Boca soil is black
fine sand about 5 inches thick. The subsurface layer is
light gray fine sand to a depth of about 15 inches, light
brownish gray fine sand to a depth of 25 inches, and
brown fine sand to a depth of 29 inches. The subsoil is
olive brown sandy clay loam to a depth of about 37
inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 37
inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Holopaw soil is
black fine sand about 5 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is a mixture of gray and dark grayish brown fine
sand to a depth of about 20 inches, light brownish gray
fine sand to a depth of 35 inches, pale brown fine sand
to a depth of 41 inches, and a mixture of grayish brown
and very dark grayish brown fine sand to a depth of 43
inches. The subsoil is dark gray sandy clay loam to a
depth of about 48 inches and gray fine sandy loam to a
depth of 65 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of
about 65 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 69
percent Boca and similar soils and 22 percent Holopaw
and similar soils. The compaonents of this map unit are
so intermingled that it is not practical to map them
separately at the scale used in mapping. However, the
proportions of the Boca and Holopaw soils and of the
similar soils are fairly consistent in most mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Boca-
Holopaw, limestone substratum, complex, Boca,
Holopaw, and similar soils make up about 83 to 98
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 2 to 17 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 17 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Boca soil but do not have bedrock within a depth of 40
inches, have an organically stained layer that overlies
the subsoil or the bedrock, have a loamy subsoil within
a depth of 20 inches, do not have a loamy subsoil, or
have a surface layer that is more than 9 inches thick.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Holopaw
soil but do not have bedrock within a depth of 80
inches; have a dark, organically stained layer that is



Levy County, Florida

more than 2 inches thick overlying the loamy subsoil; do
not have a loamy subsoil; or have a dark surface layer
that is more than 7 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Boca and
Holopaw soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Aripeka, Bradenton, Chobee, Hallandale, Hicoria,
Matmon, Placid, Popash, and Waccasassa soils.
Aripeka and Matmon soils are in the slightly higher
landscape positions. Bradenton, Hallandale, and
Waccasassa soils are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the Boca and Holopaw soils. Chobee,
Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils are in the lower
landscape positions. Bradenton and Waccasassa soils
have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 20 inches.
Hallandale and Waccasassa soils have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 20 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Boca and Holopaw soils for
2 to 6 months, but it can be above the surface for 1 to 2
weeks following heavy rains or can recede to a depth of
about 60 inches during droughty periods. Permeability
is moderate in the Boca soil and moderately slow or
moderate in the Holopaw soil. Available water capacity
is very low in the Boca soil and moderate in the
Holopaw soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of slash pine, loblolly pine, sweetgum, laurel
oak, and cabbage-palm in the overstory and bluestems,
blackberry, poison ivy, hatpin, gallberry, waxmyrtle,
fetterbush, maidencane, and scattered saw palmetto in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Wetness during the growing season and low natural
fertility are the main management concerns. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Bedding is necessary
for most row crops. Proper seedbed preparation and
weed control are needed to control competing
vegetation. Frequent applications of fertilizer and lime
generally are needed to improve and maintain fertility.
Returning crop residue to the soil and using a cropping
system that includes grasses and legumes can help to
maintain the content of organic matter and improve tilth.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods helps to prevent damage to plant roots. Proper
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stocking rates, pasture rotation, and applications of
fertilizer help to keep the pasture in gocd condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Limiting mechanical
operations to the drier periods reduces the equipment
limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Planting
adapted trees, such as slash pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

The wetness and the depth to bedrock are severe
limitations on sites for septic tank absorption fields.
Careful site investigation is needed to locate suitably
large areas that are deep enough over bedrock.
Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil material can
help to overcome the limitations affecting septic tank
absorption fields. The wetness is a severe limitation
affecting residential and commercial buildings, local
roads and streets, and recreational facilities. Filling,
which raises building foundations above the level of the
seasonal wetness, can help to overcome the limitations
affecting residential and commercial buildings. Raising
road bases above the level of the seasonal wetness
and installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts
can help to overcome the limitations affecting local
roads and streets. Restricting access during wet periods
and establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant
of wetness and traffic can help to overcome the
limitations affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is lllw for the Boca soil and
IVw for the Holopaw soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 8W for the Boca soil and 10W for the
Holopaw soil.

59—Aripeka-Matmon complex. This map unit
consists of a moderately deep Aripeka soil and a
shallow Matmon soil. These somewhat poorly drained,
nearly level soils are on low ridges. Individual areas are
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generally irregular in shape and range from 3 to nearly
800 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Aripeka soil is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 6 inches thick. The
subsoil is yellowish brown fine sand to a depth of about
12 inches and strong brown fine sandy loam to a depth
of 24 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about
24 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Matmon soil is very
dark grayish brown fine sand about 3 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is brown fine sand to a depth of about
6 inches. The subsoil is strong brown sandy clay loam
to a depth of about 15 inches. Soft, unconsolidated
limestone that can be dug with a spade is at a depth of
about 15 inches. Harder limestone bedrock is at a depth
of about 24 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 52
percent Aripeka and similar soils and 34 percent
Matmon and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Aripeka and Matmon
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Aripeka-
Matmon complex, Aripeka, Matmon, and similar soils
make up about 80 to 92 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up about 8 to 20 percent. On 5
percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 20 percent of the mapped areas.

included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Aripeka and Matmon soils but have a surface layer of
loamy fine sand or fine sandy loam, contain an average
of more than 35 percent clay throughout the subsoil, do
not have bedrock within a depth of 40 inches, or have
bedrock within a depth of 10 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Aripeka and
Matmon soils in mapping occur as small areas of Boca,
Bradenton, Chobee, Hicoria, Moriah, Waccasassa, and
Wekiva soils. Also included are small areas of rock
outcrop. Chobee and Hicoria soils are in the lower
landscape positions. Boca, Bradenton, Waccasassa,
and Wekiva soils are in the slightly lower landscape
positions. Moriah soils are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the Aripeka and Matmon soils.
Moriah soils are sandy to a depth of 20 to 40 inches.

The seasonal high water table is within crevices and
solution holes in the bedrock at a depth of 18 to 30
inches in the Aripeka soil for more than 6 months during
most years. It is at a depth of 12 to 24 inches in the
Matmon soil. Water may be perched above the loamy
subsoit or may be ponded on the surface for several
days following heavy rains. Permeability is moderate or
moderately slow in the Aripeka soil and moderately slow
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in the Matmon soil. Available water capacity is very low
in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Small areas are used as
cropland or support natural vegetation and serve only
as wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation consists mainly of
live oak, water oak, laurel oak, eastern redcedar,
sweetgum, magnolia, slash pine, and loblolly pine in the
overstory and cabbage-palm, greenbrier, yaupon,
brackenfern, poison ivy, bluestems, and panicums in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the
Wetland Hardwood Hammocks ecological community
(24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which may delay planting; a thin root zone; and the
shallowness to bedrock. Shallow surface ditches and
grassed waterways can help to remove excess water
during wet periods. Because of the shallowness to
bedrock, special equipment may be needed. During
droughty periods, the water table is below the bedrock,
and thus sufficient moisture is not available to plant
roots. Special cultivation equipment may be needed
because of the limited depth to bedrock. Proper
seedbed preparation and weed control generally are
needed to control competing vegetation.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture.
Seasonal wetness and the thin root zone are the main
management concerns. They limit the periods of
grazing. Restricting grazing during very wet periods or
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. A wide variety of plants, including Pensacola
bahiagrass (fig. 8) and hairy indigo, grow well if properly
managed. Proper stocking rates and pasture rotation
generally are adequate to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, plant competition, and windthrow,
which is caused by the seasonal wetness and the
shallowness to bedrock. Site preparation should include
removing the larger debris to facilitate mechanical
operations and chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition.
Because of the shallowness to bedrock, specialized
equipment may be needed for proper site preparation
and tree planting activities. Limiting mechanical
operations to the drier periods reduces the equipment
limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Prescribed
burning and controlled grazing in established stands
help to control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility. Thinning the hardwood overstory instead
of clearcutting or leaving some rows of unharvested
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Figure 8.—Bahiagrass pasture in an area of Aripeka-Matmon complex.

trees as windbreaks reduces the hazard of windthrow. A
wide variety of trees, including slash pine and loblolly
pine, grow well if properly managed. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

The wetness and the depth to bedrock are severe
limitations on sites for septic tank absorption fields and
residential buildings. Careful site investigation is needed
to locate suitably large areas that are deep enough over
bedrock. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. The wetness and
the depth to bedrock are moderate limitations affecting
local roads and streets. Raising road bases above the
level of the seasonal wetness and installing a system of

roadside ditches and culverts can help to overcome
these limitations, but special equipment may be needed
because of the shallow bedrock. Limitations affecting
most recreational facilities are severe because of the
wetness, the depth to bedrock, and the loose, sandy
surface layer. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw for the Aripeka soil
and Vs for the Matmon soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 10W for the Aripeka soil and 9W for the
Matmon soil.

60—EauGallie-Holopaw complex, limestone
substratum. These poorly drained, deep or very deep,
nearly level soils are on flatwoods. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 4 to nearly
3,200 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the EauGallie soil is
very dark gray fine sand about 6 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is gray fine sand to a depth of about
16 inches. The upper subsail is black, organically
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coated fine sand to a depth of about 12 inches; brown
fine sand to a depth of 25 inches; and yellowish brown
fine sand to a depth of 35 inches. Below this, to a depth
of about 55 inches, is an intervening layer of very pale
brown fine sand. The lower subsoil is gray fine sandy
loam to a depth of about 61 inches. Limestone bedrock
is at a depth of about 61 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Holopaw soil is
very dark gray fine sand about 6 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is gray fine sand to a depth of about 9
inches, grayish brown fine sand to a depth of 19 inches,
and pale brown fine sand to a depth of 42 inches. The
subsoil is olive gray sandy clay lcam to a depth of
about 52 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of
about 52 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 61
percent EauGallie and similar soils and 23 percent
Holopaw and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the EauGallie and Holopaw
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as EauGallie-
Holopaw complex, limestone substratum, EauGallie,
Holopaw, and similar soils make up about 77 to 91
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 9 to 23 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage,
the dissimilar soils make up more than 23 percent of
the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
EauGallie and Holopaw soils but do not have bedrock
within a depth of 80 inches; have bedrock at a depth of
40 to 50 inches; have a sandy, organically coated
subsoil at a depth of 30 to 50 inches; or do not have a
loamy subsoil within a depth of 80 inches. Also included
are soils that are similar to the Holopaw soil but have a
subsurface tayer that has colors in shades of yellowish
brown or brownish yellow.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the EauGallie
and Holopaw soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Boca, Chobee, Hallandale, Hicoria, Janney, Pineda,
Placid, and Popash soils. Boca, Hallandale, Janney,
and Pineda soils are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the EauGallie and Holopaw soils.
.Chobee, Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils are in the
lower landscape positions. Boca, Hallandale, and
Janney soils have limestone bedrock within a depth of
40 inches. Pineda and Boca soils have a loamy subsoil
within a depth of 40 inches.

During most years the seasonal high water table is
within a depth of 12 inches in the EauGallie and
Holopaw soils for 2 to 6 months, but it can be above the
surface for 1 to 2 weeks following heavy rains or can
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recede to a depth of about 60 inches during droughty
periods. Permeability is moderately slow or moderate.
Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used for the
production of pine trees. Other areas are used as
pasture, cropland, or wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of slash pine in the overstory and saw
palmetto, cabbage-palm, pineland threeawn, bluestems,
waxmyrtle, fetterbush, and gallberry in the understory.
This map unit generally is in the North Florida
Flatwoods ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Wetness during the growing season and low natural
fertility are the main management concerns. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Bedding is necessary
for most row crops. Proper seedbed preparation and
weed control are needed to control competing
vegetation. Frequent applications of fertilizer and lime
generally are needed to improve and maintain fertility.
Returning crop residue to the soil and using a cropping
system that includes grasses and legumes can help to
maintain the content of organic matter and improve tilth.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods helps to prevent damage to plant roots. Proper
stocking rates, pasture rotation, and applications of
fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Shallow
surface ditches can be installed to remove excess water
more rapidly during wet periods. Limiting mechanical
operations 1o the drier periods reduces the equipment
limitation and usually results in less soil compaction and
damage to roots during thinning operations. Planting
adapted trees, such as slash pine, reduces the seedling
mortality rate. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands help to control competing
vegetation and to maintain accessibility. During harvest,
site preparation, and road-building activities, the flow of
the creeks and drainageways that remove excess water
from the area should not be impeded.
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The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10W.

62—Millhopper-Bonneau complex, 1 to 5 percent
slopes. These moderately well drained, very deep,
nearly level to gently sloping soils are on uplands.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 5 to nearly 1,650 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Millhopper soil is
very dark grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about 9
inches. The subsurface layer is pale brown fine sand to
a depth of about 30 inches, very pale brown fine sand
to a depth of 42 inches, and light gray fine sand to a
depth of 74 inches. The subsoil is pale brown fine
sandy loam to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Bonneau soil is
dark gray fine sand about 7 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is pale brown fine sand to a depth of
about 29 inches. The subsoil is light yellowish brown
sandy clay loam to a depth of about 37 inches and light
yellowish brown fine sandy loam to a depth of 60
inches. The underlying material is light gray fine sandy
loam to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 53
percent Millhopper and similar soils and 44 percent
Bonneau and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Millhopper and
Bonneau soils and of the similar soils are fairly
consistent in most mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Millhopper-
Bonneau complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Millhopper,
Bonneau, and similar soils make up about 93 to 100
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percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 7 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 7 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Millhopper soil but do not have a seasonal high water
table within a depth of 72 inches or have a dark surface
layer that is more than 9 inches thick. Also included are
soils that are similar to the Bonneau soil but have sandy
materials underlying the subsoil, have a seasonal high
water table below a depth of 72 inches, or have a dark
surface layer that is more than 9 inches thick. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Millhopper and
Bonneau soils but have bedrock at a depth of 60 to 80
inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Millhopper
and Bonneau soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Adamsville, Astatula, Candler, Levyville, Lochloosa,
Orlando, Sparr, and Tavares soils and soils that are in
the more sloping areas. Astatula, Candler, Levyville,
Orlando, and Tavares soils are in positions on the
landscape similar to those of the Millhopper and
Bonneau soils. Adamsville, Lochloosa, and Sparr soils
are in the lower landscape positions.

The seasonal high water table is perched at a depth
of 42 to 72 inches in the Milthopper and Bonneau soils
for 1 to 3 months during most years. Permeability is
slow to moderate. Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or have been subdivided for residential
development. Natural vegetation consists mainly of live
oak, laurel oak, loblolly pine, longleaf pine, slash pine,
and scattered turkey oak in the overstory and
blackberry, pineland threeawn, greenbrier, brackenfern,
bluestems, and scattered saw palmetto and cabbage-
palm in the understory. This map unit generally is in the
Upland Hardwood Hammaocks ecological community
(24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil blowing are
the main management concerns. A well designed
sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to maintain
adequate soil moisture during the growing season for
most cultivated crops. Returning crop residue to the soil
and muiching can increase the content of organic
matter and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil.
Green manure crops, including grasses and legumes,
should be used in the crop rotation. Frequent
applications of lime and fertilizer generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Establishing
windbreaks around fields and utilizing field windstrips
with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil and damage
to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.
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These soils are well suited to pasture. Seasonal
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Restricting grazing during
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation, and
applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are seedling
mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness and the
low fertility; the equipment limitation caused by the
loose, sandy surface layer; and, in some areas, plant
competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Using harvesting and planting
machinery equipped with large rubber tires helps to
overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

These soils have only slight limitations affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Seasonal wetness is a moderate limitation
on sites for septic tank absorption fields. Installing an
oversized septic tank absorption field and taking care
not to cluster homes and septic systems can help to
overcome this limitation and minimize the hazard of
ground-water pollution. Limitations affecting most
recreational facilities are severe because of the loose,
sandy surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of traffic and restricting access to
stabilized areas can help to overcome these limitations.
Applications of mulch, applications of fertilizer, and
irrigation generally are needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is llls for the Milthopper soil
and lls for the Bonneau soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 10S for the Millhopper soil and 118 for the
Bonneau soil.

65—Sparr-Lochloosa complex, 1 to 5 percent
slopes. These somewhat poorly drained, very deep,
nearly level to gently sloping soils are on uplands.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 3 to nearly 1,500 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer of the Sparr soil is dark
gray fine sand about 8 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is light gray fine sand to a depth of about 45
inches and pale brown fine sand to a depth of 50
inches. The subsoil is light gray fine sandy loam to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Lochloosa solil is
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dark grayish brown fine sand to a depth of about 3
inches and gray fine sand to a depth of about 8 inches.
The subsurface layer is fine sand. It is dark grayish
brown to a depth of about 14 inches, grayish brown to a
depth of 25 inches, dark brown to a depth of 34 inches,
and brown to a depth of 38 inches. The subsoil is light
brownish gray fine sandy loam to a depth of 66 inches
and light gray fine sandy loam to a depth of 80 inches
or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 53
percent Sparr and similar soils and 33 percent
Lochloosa and similar soils. The components of this
map unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to
map them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Sparr and Lochloosa
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Sparr-
Lochloosa complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Sparr,
Lochloosa, and similar soils make up about 75 to 97
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 3 to 25 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage,
the dissimilar soils make up more than 25 percent of
the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Sparr soil but have a seasonal high water table at a
depth of 42 to 72 inches. Also included are soils that
are similar to the Lochloosa soil but have a seasonal
high water table at a depth of 60 to 72 inches or 18 to
30 inches. Also included are soils that are similar to the
Sparr and Lochloosa soils but have a dark, organically
stained layer that overlies the subsoil; are sandy to a
depth of more than 80 inches; have bedrock at a depth
of 60 to 80 inches; have a dark surface layer that is
more than 10 inches thick; or have sandy materials
underlying the subsoil.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Sparr and
Lochloosa soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Bivans, Bushnell, Ft. Green, Hicoria, Holopaw, Mabel,
Micanopy, Moriah, and Popash soils. Bushnell, Bivans,
Ft. Green, Mabel, Micanopy, and Moriah soils are in
positions on the landscape similar to those of the Sparr
and Lochloosa soils. Hicoria, Holopaw, and Popash
soils are in depressions. Bushnell, Bivans, Mabel, and
Micanopy soils have a loamy or clayey subsoil within a
depth of 20 inches. Bivans and Ft. Green soils have a
seasonal high water table within a depth of 18 inches.
Bushnell, Mabel, and Moriah soils have limestone
bedrock within a depth of 80 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 18 to 42 inches in the Sparr soil for 1 to 4
months and is at a depth of 30 to 60 inches in the
Lochloosa soil for 1 to 3 months. Permeability is slow or
moderately slow in the Sparr soil and slow in the
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Lochloosa soil. Available water capacity is low in the
Sparr soil and moderate in the Lochloosa soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for the production of
pine trees or support natural vegetation and are used
only as wildlife habitat. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of laurel oak, live oak, slash pine, loblolly pine,
longleaf pine, magnolia, sweetgum, hickory, and
eastern redcedar in the overstory and cabbage-palm,
blackberry, American beautyberry, greenbrier, saw
palmetto, Florida holly, dogwood, bluestems, and
panicums in the understory. This map unit generally is
in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks ecological
community (24).

These soils are moderately suited to cultivated crops.
The main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which may delay planting; seasonal droughtiness
caused by the low or moderate available water capacity;
and low natural fertility. Shallow surface ditches and
grassed waterways can help to remove excess water
during wet periods. A well designed sprinkler irrigation
system can help to maintain optimum soil moisture in
the root zone during droughty periods. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth. Green manure
crops, including grasses and legumes, should be used
in the crop rotation.

These soils are well suited to pasture. The main
management concern is the seasonal droughtiness and
the low natural fertility. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Restricting grazing during
extended dry periods helps to prevent damage to plant
roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture rotation, and
applications of fertilizer help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness. Limiting mechanical operations
to the drier periods reduces the equipment limitation
and usually results in less soil compaction and damage
to roots during thinning operations. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation and to maintain accessibility. A
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wide variety of trees, including slash pine and lobloily
pine, grow well if properly managed.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

Sparr soils have moderate limitations on sites for
residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets because of wetness. Lochloosa soils have
slight limitations on sites for residential and commercial
buildings and local roads and streets. Installing a
subsurface drainage system around the foundations of
buildings and installing shallow ditches along roadsides
can help to overcome these limitations. The wetness is
a severe limitation on sites for septic tank absorption
fields. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material generally can overcome this limitation.
Limitations affecting most recreational facilities are
severe because of the loose, sandy surface layer.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is IHlw for the Sparr soil and
llw for the Lochloosa soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 10W for the Sparr soil and 11A for the
Lochloosa saoil.

66—Levyville-Shadeville complex, 2 to 5 percent
slopes. This map unit consists of a well drained, very
deep Levyville soil and a moderately well drained, deep
or very deep Shadeville soil. These gently sloping soils
are on karst uplands. Individual areas are generally
irregular in shape and range from 6 to 2,400 acres in
Slze.

Typically, the surface layer of the Levyville soil is
dark brown loamy fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsoil is brown sandy clay loam to a depth of about 54
inches and dark yellowish brown sandy clay loam to a
depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Shadeville soil is
dark grayish brown fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is brown fine sand to a depth of about
15 inches and yellowish brown fine sand to a depth of
26 inches. The subsoil is yellowish brown fine sandy
loam to a depth of about 38 inches, yellowish brown
sandy clay loam to a depth of 41 inches, and gray
sandy clay to a depth of 63 inches. Limestone bedrock
is at a depth of about 63 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 61
percent Levyville and similar soils and 29 percent
Shadeville and similar soils. The components of this
map unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to
map them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Levyville and
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Shadeville soils and of the similar soils are fairly
consistent in most mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Levyville-
Shadeville complex, 2 to 5 percent slopes, Levyville,
Shadeville, and similar soils make up about 77 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 23 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 23 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Levyville soil but have a surface layer of fine sand or
fine sandy loam that is more than 3 inches thick, have
bedrock at a depth of 20 to 40 inches, have a seasonal
high water table at a depth of 40 to 50 inches, have
base saturation of more than 60 percent in the lower
part of the subsoil, or contain an average of less than
18 percent clay in the upper 20 inches of the subsaoil.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Shadeville
soil but have bedrock at a depth of 24 to 40 inches, do
not have bedrock within a depth of 72 inches, have a
surface layer of loamy fine sand, or do not have a
seasonal high water table within a depth of 72 inches.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Levyville
and Shadeville soils but have a dark surface layer that
is more than 10 inches thick or contain an average of
more than 35 percent clay in the upper 20 inches of the
subsoil.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Levyville
and Shadeville soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Bushnell, Lutterloh, Mabel, Micanopy, Moriah, Otela,
Pedro, and Tavares soils. Bushnell, Lutterloh, Mabel,
Micanopy, Moriah, Otela, Pedro, and Tavares soils are
in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Levyville and Shadeville soils. Bushnell, Lutterloh,
Mabel, Micanopy, and Moriah soils are somewhat
poorly drained. Lutterloh, Otela, and Tavares soils are
sandy to a depth of 40 inches or more. Bushnell and
Pedro soils have limestone bedrock within a depth of 40
inches.

The seasonal high water table is below a depth of 60
inches in the Levyville soil throughout the year and is
perched at a depth of 48 to 72 inches in the Shadeville
soil for 1 to 3 months during most years. Permeability is
moderate in the Levyville soil and slow in the Shadeville
soil. Available water capacity is moderate in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for residential
development or the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak,
magnolia, loblolly pine, slash pine, eastern redcedar,
and longleaf pine in the overstory and blackberry,
pineland threeawn, greenbrier, American beautyberry,
brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered cabbage-palm in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
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Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are well suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concern is the hazard of erosion.
Conservation practices, such as farming on the contour,
applying a system of conservation tillage, and terracing,
can minimize topsoil loss caused by erosion. Proper
seedbed preparation, weed control, and applications of
lime and fertilizer generally can assure high yields.

These soils are well suited to pasture. A wide variety
of plants, including Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy
indigo, grow well if properly managed. Proper stocking
rates and pasture rotation generally are adequate to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation caused by the loose, sandy surface
layer and plant competition. Using harvesting and
planting machinery equipped with large rubber tires
helps to overcome the equipment limitation. Prescribed
burning and controlled grazing in established stands
generally are adequate to control competing vegetation.
A wide variety of trees, including slash pine, loblolly
pine, and longleaf pine, grow well if properly managed.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

These soils have only slight limitations affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Wetness, the restricted permeability in the
subsoil, and the bedrock are moderate limitations on
sites for septic tank absorption fields. Installing an
oversized septic tank absorption field and taking care
not to cluster homes and septic systems can help to
overcome these limitations and minimize the hazard of
ground-water pollution. The Shadeville soil has severe
limitations on sites for most recreational facilities
because of the loose, sandy surface layer. The
Levyville soil has slight limitations on sites for most
recreational facilities. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of traffic and restricting access to
stabilized areas can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is lle for the Levyville soil
and lIs for the Shadeville soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 11A for the Levyville soil and 118 for the
Shadeville soil.

67—Immokalee, limestone substratum-Janney
complex. This map unit consists of a deep or very deep
Immokalee soil and a moderately deep Janney soil.
These poorly drained, nearly level soils are on
flatwoods. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 2 to 160 acres in size. Slopes
range from 0 to 2 percent.
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Typically, the surface layer of the Immokalee soil is
very dark gray fine sand about 4 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is gray fine sand to a depth of about
41 inches. The subsoil is very dark brown, organically
coated fine sand to a depth of about 46 inches. The
underlying material is light yellowish brown fine sand
about 3 inches thick. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of
about 49 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Janney soil is very
dark gray fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is gray fine sand to a depth of about
14 inches and light gray fine sand to a depth of 20
inches. The subsoil is very dark brown fine sand to a
depth of about 24 inches and very dark grayish brown
fine sand to a depth of 27 inches. Limestone bedrock is
at a depth of about 27 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 47
percent Immokalee and similar soils and 40 percent
Janney and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Immokalee and Janney
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 90 percent of the acreage mapped as Immokalee,
limestone substratum-Janney complex, Immokalee,
Janney, and similar soils make up about 80 to 95
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 5 to 20 percent. On 10 percent of the acreage,
the dissimilar soils make up more than 20 percent of
the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Immokalee and Janney soils but have a loamy subsoil
that overlies the bedrock, do not have bedrock within a
depth of 72 inches, or do not have an organically
coated subsoil within a depth of 50 inches. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Janney soil but
do not have a subsurface layer or have an organically
coated subsoil at a depth of 30 to 38 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Immokalee
and Janney soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Aripeka, Bradenton, Broward, Hallandale, Hicoria,
Lutterloh, Moriah, Placid, Popash, Seaboard, and
Wekiva soils. Aripeka, Broward, Lutterloh, Moriah, and
Seaboard soils are in the slightly higher landscape
positions. Bradenton, Hallandale, and Wekiva soils are
in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Immokalee and Janney soils. Hicoria, Placid, and
Popash soils are in depressions. Bradenton and Wekiva
soils have a loamy subsoil within a depth of 20 inches.
Hallandale soils have limestone bedrock within a depth
of 20 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 6 to 18 inches in the Immokalee and Janney
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soils for 2 to 6 months, but it can be above the surface
for 1 to 2 weeks following heavy rains or can recede to
a depth of about 60 inches during droughty periods.
Permeability is moderate or moderately rapid in the
Immokalee soil and moderate in the Janney soil.
Available water capacity is low in the Immokalee soil
and very low in the Janney soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture.
Other areas are used for cropland or the production of
pine trees. Natural vegetation consists mainly of slash
pine and scattered sweetgum in the overstory and saw
palmetto, pineland threeawn, waxmyrtle, fetterbush,
gallberry, bluestems, and scattered cabbage-palm in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Wetness during the growing season, occasional
droughtiness, and low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. Shallow surface ditches can be
installed to remove excess water more rapidly during
the growing season. Bedding is necessary for most row
crops. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system can
help to maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty
periods. Proper seedbed preparation and weed control
are needed to control competing vegetation. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should inctude removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
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reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

The wetness and the depth to bedrock are severe
limitations on sites for septic tank absorption fields.
Careful site investigation is needed to locate suitably
large areas that are deep enough over bedrock.
Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil material can
help to overcome the limitations affecting septic tank
absorption fields. The wetness is a severe limitation
affecting residential and commercial buildings, local
roads and streets, and recreational facilities. Filling,
which raises building foundations above the level of the
seasonal wetness, can help to overcome the limitations
affecting residential and commercial buildings. Raising
road bases above the level of the seasonal wetness
and installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts
can help to overcome the limitations affecting local
roads and streets. Restricting access during wet periods
and establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant
of wetness and traffic can help to overcome the
limitations affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W.

68—Myakka, limestone substratum-Immokalee
complex. This map unit consists of a deep or very deep
Myakka soil and a very deep Immokalee soil. These
poorly drained, nearly level soils are on flatwoods.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 2 to nearly 800 acres in size. Siopes range
from O to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Myakka soil is very
dark gray fine sand about 8 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is gray fine sand to a depth of about
24 inches. The subsaoil is very dark brown, organically
coated fine sand to a depth of about 35 inches and dark
brown fine sand to a depth of 40 inches. The underlying
material is light yellowish brown fine sand. Limestone
bedrock is at a depth of about 54 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Immokalee soil is
very dark gray fine sand about 6 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is gray fine sand to a depth of about
22 inches and light gray fine sand to a depth of 37
inches. The subsoil is black, organically coated fine
sand to a depth of about 41 inches, dark brown fine
sand to a depth of 54 inches, and dark brown fine sand
to a depth of 70 inches. The underlying material is light
yellowish brown fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or
more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 48
percent Myakka and similar soils and 40 percent
Immokalee and similar soils. The components of this

Soil Survey

map unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to
map them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Myakka and Immokalee
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Myakka,
limestone substratum-lmmokalee complex, Myakka,
Immokalee, and similar soils make up about 78 to 100
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
less than 22 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 22 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Myakka and Immokalee soils but have a loamy subsoil
below a depth of 40 inches, do not have an organically
coated subsoil within a depth of 50 inches, or have an
organically coated subsoil within a depth of 20 inches.
Also included are soils that are similar to the Myakka
soil but have a dark surface layer that is more than 8
inches thick or do not have bedrock within a depth of 80
inches. Also included are soils that are similar to the
Immokalee soil but have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 80
inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Myakka
and Immokalee soils in mapping occur as small areas
of Boca, Bradenton, Broward, Hallandale, Hicoria,
Janney, Lutterloh, Moriah, Pineda, Placid, Popash, and
Seaboard soils. Broward, Lutterloh, Moriah, and
Seaboard soils are in the slightly higher landscape
positions. Boca, Bradenton, Hallandale, Janney, and
Pineda soils are in positions on the landscape similar to
those of the Myakka and Immokalee soils. Hicoria,
Placid, and Popash soils are in depressions. Boca,
Bradenton, Hallandale, and Pineda soils do not have an
organically stained subsoil. Boca, Hallandale, and
Janney soils have limestone bedrock within a depth of
40 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 6 to 18 inches in the Myakka and Immokalee
soils for 2 to 6 months, but it can be above the surface
for 1 to 2 weeks following heavy rains or can recede to
a depth of about 60 inches during droughty periods.
Permeability is moderate or moderately rapid in the
Myakka soil and moderate in the Immokalee soil.
Available water capacity is low in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture.
Other areas are used for cropland or the production of
pine trees. Natural vegetation consists mainly of slash
pine, longleaf pine, and scattered sweetgum in the
overstory and saw palmetto, pineland threeawn,
waxmyrtle, fetterbush, gallberry, bluestems, and
scattered cabbage-palm in the understory. This map
unit generally is in the North Florida Flatwoods
ecological community (24).
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These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Wetness during the growing season, occasional
droughtiness, and low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. Shallow surface ditches can be
installed to remove excess water more rapidly during
the growing season. Bedding is necessary for most row
crops. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system can
help to maintain optimum soil moisture during droughty
periods. Proper seedbed preparation and weed control
are needed to control competing vegetation. Frequent
applications of fertilizer and lime generally are needed
to improve and maintain fertility. Returning crop residue
to the soil and using a cropping system that includes
grasses and legumes can help to maintain the content
of organic matter and improve tilth.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Shallow surface
ditches can be installed to remove excess water more
rapidly during wet periods. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, and plant
competition caused by the wetness. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations, chopping the woody understory
vegetation to reduce immediate plant competition, and
bedding to reduce the seedling mortality rate. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility.

The wetness is a severe limitation on sites for septic
tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, local roads and streets, and recreational
facilities. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations affecting
septic tank absorption fields. Filling, which raises
building foundations above the level of the seasonal
wetness, can help to overcome the limitations affecting
residential and commercial buildings. Raising road
bases above the level of the seasonal wetness and
installing a system of roadside ditches and culverts can
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help to overcome the limitations affecting local roads
and streets. Restricting access during wet periods and
establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
wetness and traffic can help to overcome the limitations
affecting recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W.

69—Broward-Lutterloh, limestone substratum,
complex. This map unit consists of a moderately deep
Broward soil and a very deep Lutterloh soil. These
somewhat poorly drained, nearly level soils are on low
ridges. Individual areas are generally irregular in shape
and range from 2 to nearly 2,000 acres in size. Slopes
range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Broward soil is |
dark gray fine sand about 6 inches thick. The underlying
material is a mixture of light yellowish brown and
brownish yellow fine sand to a depth of about 10 inches
and yellowish brown fine sand to a depth of 25 inches.
Limestone bedrock is at a depth of about 25 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Lutterloh sail is
dark gray fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is light gray fine sand to a depth of
about 35 inches and brown fine sand to a depth of 52
inches. The subsoil is light brownish gray fine sandy
loam to a depth of 61 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a
depth of about 61 inches.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 57
percent Broward and similar soils and 35 percent
Lutterloh and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Broward and Lutterloh
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Broward-
Lutterloh, limestone substratum, complex, Broward,
Lutterloh, and similar soils make up about 87 to 98
percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up
about 2 to 13 percent. On 5 percent of the acreage, the
dissimilar soils make up more than 13 percent of the
mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Broward soil but have bedrock at a depth of 12 to 20
inches, have a loamy or organically stained subsoil that
overlies the bedrock, or have bedrock at a depth of 40
to 60 inches. Also included are soils that are similar to
the Lutterloh soil but are sandy to a depth of 80 inches
or more, have an organically stained subsoil, have a
dark surface layer that is more than 9 inches thick, or
have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Broward
and Lutterloh soils in mapping occur as small areas of
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Boca, Bushnell, Hallandale, Hicoria, Holopaw, Placid,
Pompano, Popash, Orsino, and Otela soils. Also
included are soils that are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the Broward and Lutterloh soils but
have bedrock within a depth of 12 inches. Bushnell soils
are in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Broward and Lutterloh soils. Orsino and Otela soils are
in the slightly higher landscape positions. Boca,
Hallandale, Holopaw, and Pompano soils are in the
slightly lower landscape positions. Hicoria, Placid, and
Popash soils are in depressions. Bushnell soils have a
clayey subsoil within a depth of 20 inches.

The seasonal high water table is at a depth of 18 to
30 inches in the Broward and Lutterloh soils for 2 to 6
months during most years. Permeability is rapid in the
Broward soil and moderate in the Lutterioh soil.
Available water capacity is very low in both soils.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Other areas have been
subdivided for residential development. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, slash pine, and
loblolly pine in the overstory and pineland threeawn,
saw palmetto, gallberry, blackberry, bluestems, running
oak, cabbage-palm, and reindeer moss in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which may delay planting; seasonal droughtiness
caused by the very low available water capacity; and
low natural fertility. Shallow surface ditches and grassed
waterways can help to remove excess water during wet
periods. A well designed sprinkler irrigation system can
help to maintain optimum soil moisture in the root zone
during droughty periods. Frequent applications of
fertilizer and lime generally are needed to improve and
maintain fertility. Returning crop residue to the soil and
using a cropping system that includes grasses and
legumes can help to maintain the content of organic
matter and improve tilth. Green manure crops, including
grasses and legumes, should be used in the crop
rotation.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
main management concerns are the seasonal
droughtiness and the low natural fertility. They limit the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Adapted plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and
hairy indigo, grow well if properly managed. Restricting
grazing during extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
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equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness and seedling mortality caused by
the very low available water capacity and the low
fertility. Limiting mechanical operations to the drier
periods reduces the equipment limitation and usually
results in less soil compaction and damage to roots
during thinning operations. Site preparation should
include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands generally
are adequate to control competing vegetation and to
maintain accessibility.

Wetness is a moderate limitation affecting sites for
residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Installing a subsurface drainage system
around the foundations of buildings and installing
shallow ditches along roadsides can help to overcome
this limitation. The wetness and the moderate depth to
bedrock are severe limitations on sites for septic tank
absorption fields. Careful site investigation is needed to
locate suitably large areas that are deep enough over
bedrock. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome the limitations.
Limitations affecting recreational facilities are severe
because of the loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing
species of turf grass that are tolerant of traffic can help
to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is IVw for the Broward soil
and lllw for the Lutterloh soil. The woodland ordination
symbol is 9W for the Broward soil and 10W for the
Lutterloh soil.

70—Hallandale-Boca-Holopaw complex. This map
unit consists of a shallow or very shallow Hallandale
soil, a moderately deep Boca soil, and a very deep
Holopaw soil. These poorly drained, nearly level soils
are on low ridges and flatwoods. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 2 to nearly
2,200 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Hallandale soil is
light gray fine sand about 4 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is white fine sand to a depth of about
12 inches. The subsoil is very pale brown fine sand to a
depth of 19 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a depth of
about 19 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Boca soil is dark
gray fine sand about 4 inches thick. The subsurface
layer is white fine sand to a depth of about 10 inches
and very pale brown fine sand to a depth of 21 inches.
The subsoil is light brownish gray sandy clay loam to a
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depth of about 25 inches. Limestone bedrock is at a
depth of about 25 inches.

Typically, the surface layer of the Holopaw soil is
very dark gray fine sand about 4 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is light gray fine sand to a depth of
about 28 inches and very pale brown fine sand to a
depth of 52 inches. The subsoil is gray sandy clay loam
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 35
percent Hallandale and similar soils, 28 percent Boca
and similar soils, and 27 percent Holopaw and similar
soils. The components of this map unit are so
intermingled that it is not practical to map them
separately at the scale used in mapping. However, the
proportions of the Hallandale, Boca, and Holopaw soils
and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Hallandale-
Boca-Holopaw complex, Hallandale, Boca, Holopaw,
and similar soils make up about 75 to 100 percent of
the mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than
25 percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 25 percent of the mapped
areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Hallandale soil but have a continuous, loamy subsoil
that overlies the bedrock; have a dark surface layer that
is more than 7 inches thick; or have bedrock within a
depth of 4 inches. Also included are soils that are
similar to the Boca soil but do not have a loamy subsoil
at least 4 inches thick, have a loamy subsoil within a
depth of 20 inches, or have bedrock at a depth of 40 to
80 inches. Also included are soils that are similar to the
Holopaw soil but have bedrock at a depth of 40 to 80
inches, have a dark surface layer that is more than 7
inches thick, or do not have a loamy subsoil within a
depth of 80 inches. Also included are soils that are
similar to the Hallandale, Boca, and Holopaw soils but
have a dark, organically stained subsoil that is more
than 2 inches thick.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Hallandale,
Boca, and Holopaw soils in mapping occur as small
areas of Adamsville, Broward, Hicoria, Lutterloh,
Moriah, Placid, Popash, and Seaboard soils. Also
included are small areas of rock outcrop. Hicoria,
Placid, and Popash soils are in depressions.
Adamsville, Broward, Lutterloh, Moriah, and Seaboard
soils are in the slightly higher landscape positions.

In most years the seasonal high water table is within
a depth of 12 inches in the Hallandale, Boca, and
Holopaw soils for 2 to 6 months, but it can be above the
surface for 1 to 2 weeks following heavy rains or can
recede to a depth of about 60 inches during droughty
periods. Permeability is rapid in the Hallandale soll,
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moderate in the Boca soil, and moderately slow or
moderate in the Holopaw soil. Available water capacity
is very low in the Hallandale and Boca soils and low in
the Holopaw soil.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of pine trees. Natural vegetation consists
mainly of slash pine, loblolly pine, sweetgum, laurel
oak, and cabbage-palm in the overstory and bluestems,
blackberry, poison ivy, hatpin, gallberry, waxmyrtle,
fetterbush, maidencane, and scattered saw palmetto in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the North
Florida Flatwoods ecological community (24).

These soils are poorly suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are the shallowness to
bedrock, low natural fertility, and wetness, which may
delay planting. Bedding and installing surface ditches
generally are needed if row crops are grown, but
special equipment may be needed because of the
limited depth to bedrock. During droughty periods, the
water table is below the bedrock, and thus sufficient
moisture is not available to plant roots. Special
cultivation equipment may be needed because of the
limited depth to bedrock. Proper seedbed preparation
and weed control are needed to control competing
vegetation. Frequent applications of lime and fertilizer
generally are needed to improve and maintain fertility.
Returning crop residue to the soil and using a cropping
system that includes grasses and legumes can help to
maintain the content of organic matter and improve tilth.

These soils are moderately suited to pasture. The
wetness, a thin root zone, and the low natural fertility
are the main management concerns. They limit the
selection of plant species and the periods of grazing.
Shallow surface ditches can help to remove excess
water more rapidly during wet periods, but special
equipment may be needed because of the limited depth
to bedrock. During droughty periods, the water table is
below the bedrock, and thus sufficient moisture is not
available to plant roots. Adapted plants, such as
Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow well if
properly managed. Restricting grazing during very wet
periods or extended dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is moderate. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation, seedling mortality, plant
competition, and windthrow, which is caused by the
wetness and the shallowness to bedrock. Site
preparation should include removing the larger debris to
facilitate mechanical operations, chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition, and bedding to reduce the seedling
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mortality rate. Shallow surface ditches can be installed
to remove excess water more rapidly during wet
periods. Because of the shallowness to bedrock,
specialized equipment may be needed for proper site
preparation and tree planting activities. Limiting
mechanical operations to the drier periods reduces the
equipment limitation and usually results in less soil
compaction and damage to roots during thinning
operations. Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine,
reduces the seedling mortality rate. Prescribed burning
and controlled grazing in established stands help to
control competing vegetation and to maintain
accessibility. Thinning the hardwood overstory instead
of clearcutting or leaving some rows of unharvested
trees as windbreaks reduces the hazard of windthrow.
During harvest, site preparation, and road-building
activities, the flow of the creeks and drainageways that
remove excess water from the area should not be
impeded.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

The wetness and the depth to bedrock are severe
limitations on sites for septic tank absorption fields,
residential and commercial buildings, local roads and
streets, and recreational facilities. Careful site
investigation is needed to locate suitably large areas
that are deep enough over bedrock. Installing a filtering
mound of suitabte soil material can help to overcome
the limitations affecting septic tank absorption fields.
Filling, which raises building foundations above the level
of the seasonal wetness, can help to overcome the
limitations affecting residential and commercial
buildings. Raising road bases above the level of the
seasonal wetness and installing a system of roadside
ditches and culverts ¢can help to overcome the
limitations affecting local roads and streets; however,
the installation of ditches may require the use of special
equipment because of the shallowness to bedrock.
Restricting access during wet periods and establishing
species of turf grass that are tolerant of wetness and
traffic can help to overcome the limitations affecting
recreational uses.

The capability subclass is IVw for the Hallandale and
Holopaw soils and lllw for the Boca soil. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8W for the Hallandale and Boca
soils and 10W for the Holopaw soit.

71—Pender loamy fine sand. This somewhat poorly
drained, very deep, nearly level soil is on uplands. It
occurs as one area that is irregular in shape and is
nearly 1,000 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to 2
percent.
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Typically, the surface layer is very dark grayish
brown loamy fine sand about 9 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is dark grayish brown loamy fine sand
to a depth of about 14 inches. The subsoil is sandy clay
loam. It is yellowish brown to a depth of about 18
inches, brownish yellow to a depth of 48 inches, and
gray to a depth of 58 inches. The underlying material is
light gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 inches or
more.

On 90 percent of the acreage mapped as Pender
loamy fine sand, Pender and similar soils make up
about 75 to 94 percent of the mapped areas. Dissimilar
soils make up about 6 to 25 percent. On 10 percent of
the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up more than 25
percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are sails that are similar to the
Pender soil but have a seasonal high water table at a
depth of 30 to 60 inches, contain less than 18 percent
clay in the upper 20 inches of the subsoil, have average
content of clay in the upper part of the subsoil that is
less than twice that of the overlying layer, have a
subsoil that does not have mottles in shades of gray
within the upper 10 inches, have a strong brown or
reddish yellow subsoil that does not decrease in content
of clay by as much as 20 percent within a depth of 60
inches, have bedrock at a depth of 60 to 80 inches,
have a surface layer of fine sand or fine sandy loam,
have a subsurface layer of fine sand, or have a loamy
subsoil at a depth of 20 to 40 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Pender soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Bradenton,
Bushnell, Hague, Hicoria, Levyville, Mabel, Pineda,
Popash, and Sparr soils. Hague and Levyville soils are
in the slightly higher landscape positions. Bushnell,
Mabel, and Sparr soils are in positions on the
landscape similar to those of the Pender soil. Bradenton
and Pineda soils are in the slightly lower landscape
positions. Hicoria and Popash soils are in depressions.
Bushnell and Mabel soils have a clayey subsoil and
have limestone bedrock within a depth of 80 inches.
Sparr soils are sandy to a depth of 40 to 80 inches.

In most years the seasonal high water table is at a
depth of 18 to 30 inches in the Pender soil for 1 to 3
months, but it can recede to a depth of about 60 inches
during droughty periods. Permeability is moderate.
Available water capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of nursery stock. Other areas are used
for the production of pine trees or support natural
vegetation and are used only as wildlife habitat. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak,
magnolia, sweetgum, loblolly pine, slash pine, cedar,
and longleaf pine in the overstory and blackberry,
pineland threeawn, greenbrier, American beautyberry,
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brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered cabbage-palm
and saw palmetto in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

This soil is moderately suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concern is seasonal wetness, which
may delay planting. Shallow surface ditches and
grassed waterways can help to remove excess water
during wet periods. Proper seedbed preparation, weed
control, and applications of lime and fertilizer generally
can assure high yields.

This soil is well suited to pasture. A wide variety of
plants, including Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Proper stocking rates
and pasture rotation generally are adequate to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness. Limiting mechanical operations
to the drier periods reduces the equipment limitation
and usually results in less soil compaction and damage
to roots during thinning operations. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping the woody
understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation and to maintain accessibility. A
wide variety of trees, including slash and loblolly pine,
grow well if properly managed.

The seasonal wetness is a moderate limitation
affecting sites for residential and commercial buildings
and local roads and streets. Installing a subsurface
drainage system around the foundations of buildings
and installing shallow ditches along roadsides can help
to overcome this limitation. The wetness is a severe
limitation on sites for septic tank absorption fields.
Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil material
generally can overcome this limitation. Limitations
affecting recreational facilities are moderate because of
the seasonal wetness. Establishing species of turf grass
that are tolerant of traffic and restricting access during
wet periods can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability class is llw. The woodland ordination
symbol is 11W.

72—Levyville-Hague complex. These well drained,
very deep, nearly level soils are on uplands. Individual
areas are generally irregular in shape and range from
35 to nearly 2,000 acres in size. Slopes range from 0 to
2 percent.

Typically, the surface layer of the Levyville soil is
dark grayish brown fine sand about 4 inches thick. The

89

subsurface layer is brown fine sand to a depth of about
15 inches. The subsoil is strong brown sandy clay loam
to a depth of about 30 inches, strong brown fine sandy
loam to a depth of 55 inches, and a mixture of strong
brown and brownish yellow loamy fine sand to a depth
of 65 inches. The underlying material is white fine sand
to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Typically, the surface layer of the Hague soil is dark
grayish brown fine sand about 7 inches thick. The
subsurface layer is yellowish brown fine sand to a depth
of about 24 inches. The subsoil is yellowish brown
sandy clay loam to a depth of about 36 inches, a
mixture of yellowish brown and brownish yellow fine
sandy loam to a depth of 50 inches, and a mixture of
yellowish brown and brownish yellow loamy fine sand to
a depth of 60 inches. The underlying material is very
pale brown fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or more.

Generally, the mapped areas average about 61
percent Levyville and similar soils and 35 percent
Hague and similar soils. The components of this map
unit are so intermingled that it is not practical to map
them separately at the scale used in mapping.
However, the proportions of the Levyville and Hague
soils and of the similar soils are fairly consistent in most
mapped areas.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Levyville-
Hague complex, Levyville, Hague, and similar soils
make up about 87 to 100 percent of the mapped areas.
Dissimilar soils make up less than 13 percent. On 5
percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 13 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Levyville soil but have a surface layer of loamy fine
sand or fine sandy loam, have a seasonal high water
table at a depth of 40 to 60 inches, have base
saturation of more than 60 percent in the lower part of
the subsoil, or contain less than 18 percent clay in the
upper 20 inches of the subsoil. Also included are soils
that are similar to the Hague soil but have a seasonal
high water table at a depth of 40 to 72 inches. Also
included are soils that are similar to the Levyville and
Hague soils but that have base saturation of less than
35 percent in the lower part of the subsoil, that have
limestone below a depth of 60 inches, or in which the
content of clay in the subsoil does not decrease by as
much as 20 percent within a depth of 60 inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Levyville
and Hague soils in mapping occur as small areas of
Adamsville, Candler, Hicoria, Lochloosa, Millhopper,
Otela, Pender, Placid, Popash, Sparr, and Tavares
soils. Candler, Millhopper, Otela, and Tavares soils are
in positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Levyville and Hague soils. Adamsville, Lochloosa,
Pender, and Sparr soils are in the slightly lower
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landscape positions. Hicoria, Placid, and Popash soils
are in depressions. Candler, Millhopper, Otela, and
Tavares soils are sandy to a depth of 40 inches or
more.

Throughout the year, the seasonal high water table is
below a depth of 60 inches in the Levyville soil and
below a depth of 72 inches in the Hague soil.
Permeability is moderate in both soils. Available water
capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit are used for pasture or
the production of nursery stock. Natural vegetation
consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak, magnolia, loblolly
pine, slash pine, cedar, and longleaf pine in the
overstory and blackberry, pineland threeawn,
greenbrier, dogwood, American beautyberry,
brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered cabbage-palm in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

These soils are well suited to cultivated crops. Proper
seedbed preparation, weed control, and applications of
lime and fertilizer generally can assure high yields.
Returning crop residue to the soil and using a cropping
system that includes grasses and legumes can help to
maintain the content of organic matter and improve tilth.

These soils are well suited to pasture. A wide variety
of plants, including Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy
indigo, grow well if properly managed. Proper stocking
rates and pasture rotation generally are adequate to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of these soils for pine trees
is high. The main management concern is plant
competition. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation. A wide variety of trees, including
slash pine, loblolly pine, and longleaf pine, grow well if
properly managed.

The individual components of this map unit may differ
somewhat in the characteristics that affect woodland
management. See table 7 for more detailed information
regarding each component.

These soils have only slight limitations affecting sites
for residential and commercial buildings and local roads
and streets. Levyville soils have moderate limitations on
sites for septic tank absorption fields because of the
moderate permeability in the subsoil and seasonal
wetness. Hague soils have slight limitations on sites for

" septic tank absorption fields. Installing an oversized
septic tank absorption field and taking care not to
cluster homes and septic systems can help to overcome
these limitations and minimize the hazard of ground-
water pollution. Limitations affecting most recreational
facilities are severe because of the loose, sandy
surface layer. Establishing species of turf grass that are
tolerant of traffic and restricting access to stabilized
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areas can help to overcome these limitations.

The capability class is | for the Levyville soil and Ils
for the Hague soil. The woodland ordination symbol is
11A for both soils.

73—Orlando fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes. This
well drained, very deep, nearly level and gently
undulating soil is on uplands. Individual areas are
generally irregular in shape and range from 2 to nearly
5,200 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 11 inches thick. The underlying material is
fine sand. It is dark brown to a depth of about 28
inches, dark yellowish brown to a depth of 34 inches,
strong brown to a depth of 72 inches, and light
yellowish brown to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Orlando
fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Orlando and similar
soils make up about 91 to 100 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than 9 percent. On
5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 9 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Orlando soil but do not have a dark surface layer more
than 10 inches thick, have slopes of more than 5
percent, or contain less than 5 percent or more than 10
percent silt and clay between depths of 10 and 40
inches.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Orlando soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Apopka,
Bonneau, Millhopper, Placid, Popash, Sparr, and
Tavares soils. Apopka, Bonneau, Millhopper, and
Tavares soils are in positions on the landscape similar
to those of the Orlando soil. Adamsville and Sparr soils
are in the slightly lower landscape positions. Placid and
Popash soils are in depressions. Apopka, Bonneau, and
Millhopper soils have a loamy subsoil within a depth of
80 inches. Bonneau, Millhopper, and Tavares soils are
moderately well drained.

The seasonal high water table is below a depth of 72
inches in the Orlando soil throughout the year.
Permeability is rapid. Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for residential
development or the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak,
bluejack oak, loblolly pine, slash pine, longleaf pine,
and scattered turkey oak in the overstory and
blackberry, pineland threeawn, Spanish bayonet,
brackenfern, bluestems, and scattered saw palmetto in
the understory. This map unit generally is in the Upland
Hardwood Hammocks ecological community (24).

This soil is moderately suited to cultivated crops.
Droughtiness and soil blowing are the main
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management concerns. A well designed sprinkler
irrigation system is necessary to maintain adequate soil
moisture during the growing season for most cultivated
crops. In some areas, however, irrigation may be
impractical because of a lack of water. Returning crop
residue to the soil and mulching can increase the
content of organic matter and the water-holding
capacity of the topsoil. Establishing windbreaks around
fields and utilizing field windstrips with row crops can
minimize loss of topsoil and damage to emergent plants
caused by soil blowing. Occasional applications of lime
and fertilizer generally are adequate to maintain fertility.

This soil is well suited to pasture. Droughtiness is the
main management concern. It limits the selection of
plant species and the periods of grazing. Adapted
plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates
and pasture rotation help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness;
the equipment limitation caused by the loose, sandy
surface layer; and, in some areas, plant competition.
Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine, and planting
during the wetter months reduce the seedling mortality
rate. Using harvesting and planting machinery equipped
with large rubber tires helps to overcome the equipment
limitation. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing in
established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation and to maintain accessibility.

This soil has only slight limitations affecting sites for
septic tank absorption fields, residential and commercial
buildings, and local roads and streets. Taking care not
to cluster homes and septic systems minimizes the
hazard of ground-water pollution. Limitations affecting
most recreational facilities are severe because of the
loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing species of turf
grass that are tolerant of traffic and restricting access to
stabilized areas can help to overcome these limitations.
Applications of mulch, applications of fertilizer, and
irrigation generally are needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is llls. The woodland
ordination symbol is 108S.

74—Arents, 0 to 5 percent slopes. These are
moderately well drained, deep or very deep, nearly level
to gently sloping soils. Individual areas are generally
angular and elongated and range from 3 to nearly 200
acres in size.

These soils consist of fill material that has been

9N

excavated from nearby pits or canals. In many areas,
the soil material has been redistributed and smoothed
in order to accommodate roads and airport runways.
Arents generally consist of a heterogeneous mixture of
sandy soil material, loamy pockets and lenses that were
formerly part of the subsoil of nearby soils, and gravel-
to boulder-sized fragments of hard and soft limestone.
They do not have an orderly sequence of soil layers but
are a variable mixture of lenses, pockets, and
fragments that occur within very short distances. Depth
of the fill material ranges from about 20 to 60 inches.
Beneath the fill material is the original soil or limestone
bedrock.

Included in mapping are small areas of soils that are
similar to the Arents but are less than 20 inches deep
over the original soil or bedrock and deep piles of fill
material that have slopes of more than 5 percent. These
included areas generally make up less than 20 percent
of most mapped areas.

Many areas of this map unit are used for roads,
runways, or commercial and residential buildings. Most
areas have been stabilized with lawn grasses, but some
areas are bare or are only sparsely vegetated.

Present land uses generally preclude the use of
these soils for cropland, pasture, or the production of
pine trees.

These soils have slight limitations affecting sites for
residential and commercial buildings, local roads and
streets, and recreational facilities. The slow to moderate
permeability and some seasonal wetness are severe
limitations on sites for septic tank absorption fields.
Backfilling trenches with more suitable soil material and
installing an oversize septic tank absorption field can
help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is VIs. No woodland
ordination symbol is assigned.

75—O0rlando fine sand, 5 to 8 percent slopes. This
well drained, very deep, gently rolling soil is on uplands.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark gray fine
sand about 11 inches thick. The underlying material is
fine sand. It is dark brown to a depth of about 28
inches, dark yellowish brown to a depth of 34 inches,
strong brown to a depth of 72 inches, and light
yellowish brown to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Orlando
fine sand, 5 to 8 percent slopes, Orlando and similar
soils make up about 91 to 100 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than 9 percent. On
5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 9 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Orlando soil but do not have a dark surface layer more
than 10 inches thick or have less than 5 percent or
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more than 10 percent silt and clay between depths of
10 and 40 inches. Also included are small areas of soils
that are similar to the Orlando soil but have slopes of
more than 8 percent or less than 5 percent.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Orlando soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Apopka,
Bonneau, Millhopper, Placid, Popash, Sparr, and
Tavares soils. Apopka, Bonneau, Millhopper, and
Tavares soils are in positions on the landscape similar
to those of the Orlando soil. Adamsville and Sparr soils
are in the slightly lower landscape positions. Placid and
Popash soils are in depressions. Apopka, Bonneau, and
Millhopper soils have a loamy subsoil within a depth of
80 inches. Bonneau, Millhopper, and Tavares soils are
moderately well drained.

The seasonal high water table is below a depth of 72
inches in the Orlando soil throughout the year.
Permeability is rapid. Available water capacity is low.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for residential
development or the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of live oak, laurel oak,
bluejack oak, loblolly pine, longleaf pine, and scattered
turkey oak in the overstory and blackberry, pineland
threeawn, Spanish bayonet, brackenfern, bluestems,
and scattered saw palmetto in the understory. This map
unit generally is in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

This soil is moderately suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are droughtiness, soil
blowing, and the hazard of erosion. A well designed
sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to maintain
adequate soil moisture during the growing season for
most cultivated crops. In many areas, however,
irrigation may be impractical because of an insufficient
supply of water, or the system may be difficult to install
because of the slope. Returning crop residue to the sail
and mulching can increase the content of organic
matter and the water-holding capacity of the topsoil.
Establishing windbreaks around fields and utilizing field
windstrips with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil
and damage to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.
Farming on the contour and applying a system of
conservation tillage can minimize soil erosion caused by
runoff. Occasional applications of lime and fertilizer
generally are adequate to maintain fertility.

This soil is well suited to pasture. The droughtiness
is the main management concern. It limits the selection
of plant species and the periods of grazing. Adapted
plants, such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates
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and pasture rotation help to keep the pasture in good
condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are
seedling mortality caused by the seasonal droughtiness;
the equipment limitation caused by the loose, sandy
surface layer; and, in some areas, plant competition.
Planting adapted trees, such as slash pine, and planting
during the wetter months reduce the seedling mortality
rate. Using harvesting and planting machinery equipped
with large rubber tires helps to overcome the equipment
limitation. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing in
established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation and to maintain accessibility.

This soil has slight limitations affecting sites for
septic tank absorption fields, residential buildings, and
local roads and streets. Taking care not to cluster
homes and septic systems minimizes the hazard of
ground-water pollution. Limitations affecting commercial
buildings are moderate because of the slope.
Limitations affecting recreational facilities are severe
because of the loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing
species of turf grass that are tolerant of traffic and
restricting access to stabilized areas can help to
overcome these limitations. Applications of mulch,
applications of fertilizer, and irrigation generally are
needed to establish turf grasses.

The capability subclass is IVs. The woodland
ordination symbol is 10S.

76—Astatula fine sand, 1 to 8 percent slopes. This
excessively drained, very deep, nearly level to gently
rolling soil is on uplands. Individual areas are generally
irregular in shape and range from 10 to nearly 6,000
acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is dark gray fine sand to
a depth of about 5 inches. The underlying material is
yellow fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 95 percent of the acreage mapped as Astatula
fine sand, 1 to 8 percent slopes, Astatula and similar
soils make up about 96 to 100 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up less than 4 percent. On
5 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make up
more than 4 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Astatula soil but have more than 5 percent silt and clay
in the 10- to 40-inch control section, have lamellae
within a depth of 80 inches, or have a dark surface
layer that is more than 7 inches thick. Also inciuded are
small areas of soils that are similar to the Astatula soil
but have slopes of more than 8 percent.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Astatula
soil in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville,
Apopka, Millhopper, Placid, Popash, Sparr, and Tavares
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soils and soils in pits and dumps. Apopka and
Millhopper soils are in positions on the landscape
simitar to those of the Astatula soil. Adamsville, Sparr,
and Tavares soils are in the slightly lower landscape
positions. Placid and Popash soils are in depressions.
Apopka and Millhopper soils have a loamy subsoil at
depths of 40 to 80 inches.

The seasonal high water table is below a depth of 72
inches in the Astatula soil throughout the year.
Permeability is very rapid. Available water capacity is
very low.

Most areas of this map unit are idle and are used
only as wildlife habitat. Some areas are used for
pasture or the production of pine trees or have been
subdivided for residential development. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of turkey oak, live oak,
bluejack oak, and longleaf pine in the overstory and
wiregrass, bluestems, blackberry, Spanish bayonet,
Florida rosemary, and scattered saw palmetto in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Longleaf
Pine-Turkey Oak Hills ecological community (24).

This soil is very poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Prolonged droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil
blowing are the main management concerns. A well
designed sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to
maintain adequate soil moisture during the growing
season for most cultivated crops. In many areas,
however, irrigation may be impractical because of an
insufficient supply of water, or the system may be
difficult to install because of the slope. Returning crop
residue to the soil and mulching can increase the
content of organic matter and the water-holiding
capacity of the topsoil. Green manure crops, including
grasses and legumes, should be used in the crop
rotation. Frequent applications of lime and fertilizer
generally are needed to improve and maintain fertility.
Establishing windbreaks around fields and utilizing field
windstrips with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil

and damage to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.

This soil is poorly suited to pasture. The prolonged
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during dry periods helps to prevent
damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates, pasture
rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
low. The main management concerns are seedling
mortality caused by the prolonged droughtiness and the
low fertility and the equipment limitation caused by the
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loose, sandy surface layer. Planting adapted trees, such
as sand pine, and planting during the wetter months
reduce the seedling mortality rate. Establishing a close-
growing cover crop before planting can help to stabilize
the sandy surface layer, improve trafficability, and
increase the available water capacity of the topsoil.
Using harvesting and planting machinery equipped with
large rubber tires helps to overcome the equipment
limitation.

This soil has slight limitations affecting sites for
septic tank absorption fields, residential buildings, and
local roads and streets. Taking care not to cluster
homes and septic systems minimizes the hazard of
ground-water pollution. In areas that have slopes of
more than 5 percent, the slope is a moderate limitation
affecting sites for commercial buildings. Limitations
affecting recreational facilities are severe because of
the loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing turf grasses
that are tolerant of droughtiness and traffic can help to
stabilize the surface layer. Applications of mulch,
applications of fertilizer, frequent irrigation, and
restricted access are generally required.

The capability subclass is Vls. The woodland
ordination symbol is 3S.

77—Candler fine sand, 5 to 8 percent slopes. This
excessively drained, very deep, gently rolling soil is on
uplands. Individual areas are generally irregular in
shape and range from 3 to nearly 500 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is dark grayish brown fine
sand about 6 inches thick. The subsurface layer is very
pale brown fine sand to a depth of about 60 inches. A
mixed subsurface layer and subsoil to a depth of 80
inches or more is very pale brown fine sand that has
common thin, horizontal yellowish brown lamellae.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Candler
fine sand, 5 to 8 percent slopes, Candler and similar
soils make up about 78 to 97 percent of the mapped
areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 3 to 22 percent.
On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar soils make
up more than 22 percent of the mapped areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Candler soil but have more than 5 percent silt and clay
in the 10- to 40-inch control section, do not have
lamellae within a depth of 80 inches, have a seasonal
high water table at a depth of 40 to 72 inches, or have
a dark surface layer that is more than 7 inches thick.
Also included are small areas of soils that are similar to
the Candler soil but have slopes of mare than 8 percent
or less than 5 percent.

Dissimilar soils that are included with the Candler soil
in mapping occur as small areas of Adamsville, Apopka,
Millhopper, Placid, Popash, and Sparr soils and soils in
pits and dumps. Apopka and Millhopper soils are in
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positions on the landscape similar to those of the
Candler soil. Sparr and Adamsville soils are in the
slightly lower landscape positions. Placid and Popash
soils are in depressions. Apopka and Millhopper soils
have a loamy subsoil at depths of 40 to 80 inches.

The seasonal high water table is below a depth of 72
inches in the Candler soil throughout the year.
Permeability is rapid. Available water capacity is very
low.

Most areas of this map unit are idle and are used
only as wildlife habitat. Other areas are used for
pasture, cropland, or the production of pine trees or
have been subdivided for residential development.
Natural vegetation consists mainly of turkey oak, live
oak, bluejack oak, and longleaf pine in the overstory
and wiregrass, bluestems, blackberry, Spanish bayonet,
Florida rosemary, and scattered saw palmetto in the
understory. This map unit generally is in the Longleaf
Pine-Turkey Oak Hills ecological community (24).

This soil is poorly suited to cultivated crops.
Prolonged droughtiness, low natural fertility, and soil
blowing are the main management concerns. A well
designed sprinkler irrigation system is necessary to
maintain adequate soil moisture during the growing
season for most cultivated crops. In many areas,
however, irrigation may be impractical because of an
insufficient supply of water, or the system may be
difficult to install because of the slope. Returning crop
residue to the soil and mulching can increase the
content of organic matter content and the water-holding
capacity of the topsoil. Green manure crops, including
grasses and legumes, should be used in the crop
rotation. Frequent applications of lime and fertilizer
generally are needed to improve and maintain fertility.
Establishing windbreaks around fields and utilizing field
windstrips with row crops can minimize loss of topsoil
and damage to emergent plants caused by soil blowing.

This soil is poorly suited to pasture. The prolonged
droughtiness and the low natural fertility are the main
management concerns. They limit the selection of plant
species and the periods of grazing. Adapted plants,
such as Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo, grow
well if properly managed. Pastures should be
established or renovated during the wetter months.
Restricting grazing during extended dry periods helps to
prevent damage to plant roots. Proper stocking rates,
pasture rotation, and applications of fertilizer help to
keep the pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
moderate. The main management concerns are the
very low available water capacity in the root zone, the
prolonged droughtiness, and the loose sandy surface
layer, which result in an equipment limitation and
seedling mortaiity and limit the selection of trees that
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can be planted. Planting adapted trees, such as sand
pine, and planting during the wetter months reduce the
seedling mortality rate. Establishing a close-growing
cover crop before planting can help to stabilize the
sandy surface, improve trafficability, and increase the
available water capacity of the topsoil.

This soil has slight limitations affecting sites for
septic tank absorption fields, residential buildings, and
local roads and streets. Taking care not to cluster
homes and septic systems minimizes the hazard of
ground-water pollution. Limitations affecting commercial
buildings are moderate because of the slope.
Limitations affecting recreational facilities are severe
because of the loose, sandy surface layer. Establishing
turf grasses that are tolerant of droughtiness and traffic
can help to stabilize the surface layer. Applications of
mulch, applications of fertilizer, frequent irrigation, and
restricted access are generally required.

The capability subclass is VIs. The woodland
ordination symbol is 8S.

78—Micanopy loamy fine sand, 1 to 5 percent
slopes. This somewhat poorly drained, very deep,
nearly level to gently sloping soil is on uplands.
Individual areas are generally irregular in shape and
range from 5 to nearly 600 acres in size.

Typically, the surface layer is very dark grayish
brown loamy fine sand about 7 inches thick. The subsoil
is yellowish brown sandy clay to a depth of about 15
inches, brown sandy clay to a depth of 21 inches,
grayish brown sandy clay to a depth of 37 inches, gray
sandy clay to a depth of 56 inches, mixed grayish
brown and light gray sandy clay loam to a depth of 68
inches, and gray clay to a depth of 80 inches or more.

On 80 percent of the acreage mapped as Micanopy
loamy fine sand, 1 to 5 percent slopes, Micanopy and
similar soils make up about 76 to 89 percent of the
mapped areas. Dissimilar soils make up about 11 to 24
percent. On 20 percent of the acreage, the dissimilar
soils make up more than 24 percent of the mapped
areas.

Included in mapping are soils that are similar to the
Micanopy soil but have limestone bedrock between
depths of 20 and 80 inches, have a surface layer of fine
sand or fine sandy loam, have a sandy epipedon that is
20 to 40 inches thick, have a dark surface layer that is
more than 8 inches thick, have a high water table that is
perched at a depth of 12 to 18 inches or between
depths of 30 and 60 inches, contain more than 60
percent clay or less than 35 percent clay in the upper
20 inches of the subsoil, have more than 5 percent
gravel- to bouider-sized limestone or chert fragments at
the surface or within the solum, or have base saturation
of less than 35 percent in the lower part of the subsoil.
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Dissimilar soils that are included with the Micanopy
soil in mapping are small areas of Broward, Ft. Green,
Hicoria, Jonesville, Lutterloh, Otela, Pedro, Seaboard,
Sparr, and Tavares soils. Broward, Ft. Green,
Jonesville, Lutterloh, Otela, Pedro, Seaboard, Sparr,
and Tavares soils are in positions on the landscape
similar to those of the Micanopy soil. Hicoria soils are in
depressions. Broward, Jonesville, Pedro, and Seaboard
soils have limestone bedrock within a depth of 40
inches. Jonesville, Pedro, and Seaboard soils are better
drained than the Micanopy soil. Ft. Green soils are
poorly drained and are sandy to depths of 20 to 40
inches. Lutterloh, Otela, Sparr, and Tavares soils are
sandy to a depth of 40 inches or more. Otela and
Tavares soils are better drained than the Micanopy soil.

The seasonal high water table is perched at a depth
of 18 to 30 inches in the Micanopy soil for 1 to 3
months during most years. Permeability is slow.
Available water capacity is moderate.

Most areas of this map unit are used as pasture or
cropland. Other areas are used for residential
development or the production of pine trees. Natural
vegetation consists mainly of laurel oak, live oak, water
oak, magnolia, sweetgum, hickory, slash pine, loblolly
pine, longleaf pine, and eastern redcedar in the
overstory and blackberry, American beautyberry,
greenbrier, brackenfern, Florida holly, bluestems,
panicums, dogwood, saw palmetto, and scattered
cabbage-palm in the understory. This map unit
generally is in the Upland Hardwood Hammocks
ecological community (24).

This soil is moderately suited to cultivated crops. The
main management concerns are seasonal wetness,
which may delay planting, and the hazard of erosion.
Shailow surface ditches and grassed waterways can
help to remove excess water during wet periods.
Conservation practices, such as farming on the contour,
applying a system of conservation tillage, and terracing,
can minimize topsoil loss caused by erosion. Proper
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seedbed preparation, weed control, and applications of
lime and fertilizer generally can assure high yields.

This soil is well suited to pasture. A wide variety of
plants, including Pensacola bahiagrass and hairy indigo,
grow well if properly managed. Proper stocking rates
and pasture rotation generally are adequate to keep the
pasture in good condition.

The potential productivity of this soil for pine trees is
high. The main management concerns are the
equipment limitation and plant competition caused by
the seasonal wetness. Limiting mechanical operations
to the drier periods reduces the equipment limitation
and usually results in less soil compaction and damage
to roots during thinning operations. Site preparation
should include removing the larger debris to facilitate
mechanical operations and chopping and burning the
woody understory vegetation to reduce immediate plant
competition. Prescribed burning and controlled grazing
in established stands generally are adequate to control
competing vegetation and to maintain accessibility. A
wide variety of trees, including slash pine and loblolly
pine, grow well if properly managed.

Wetness and the slow permeability in the subsoil are
severe limitations on sites for septic tank absorption
fields. Installing a filtering mound of suitable soil
material can help to overcome these limitations. The
shrink-swell potential in the subsoil is a severe limitation
on sites for residential and commercial buildings and
local roads and streets. Constructing buildings with a
reinforced foundation or a floating slab can help to
overcome the limitations affecting buildings and
minimizes the hazard of foundation and wall cracking.
The wetness and the slow permeability are moderate
limitations affecting most recreational facilities.
Establishing species of turf grass that are tolerant of
traffic and restricting access during wet periods can
help to overcome these limitations.

The capability subclass is llw. The woodland
ordination symbol is 11A.
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Use and Management of the Soils

This soil survey is an inventory and evaluation of the
soils in the survey area. It can be used to adjust land
uses to the limitations and potentials of natural
resources and the environment. Also, it can help to
prevent soil-related failures in land uses.

In preparing a soil survey, soil scientists,
conservationists, engineers, and others collect
extensive field data about the nature and behavioral
characteristics of the soils. They collect data on erosion,
droughtiness, flooding, and other factors that affect
various soil uses and management. Field experience
and collected data on soil properties and performance
are used as a basis for predicting soil behavior.

Information in this section can be used to plan the
use and management of soils for crops and pasture; as
rangeland and woodland; as sites for buildings, sanitary
facilities, highways and other transportation systems,
and parks and other recreational facilities; and for
wildlife habitat. It can be used to identify the potentials
and limitations of each soil for specific land uses and to
help prevent construction failures caused by
unfavorable soil properties.

Planners and others using soil survey information
can evaluate the effect of specific land uses on
productivity and on the environment in all or part of the
survey area. The survey can help planners to maintain
or create a land use pattern that is in harmony with
nature.

Contractors can use this survey to locate sources of
sand and gravel, roadfill, and topsoil. They can use it to
identify areas where bedrock, wetness, or very firm soil
layers can cause difficulty in excavation.

Health officials, highway officials, engineers, and
others may also find this survey useful. The survey can
help them plan the safe disposal of wastes and locate
sites for pavements, sidewalks, campgrounds,
playgrounds, lawns, and trees and shrubs.

Crops and Pasture

Anthony Drew, Florida Cooperative Extension Service, helped
prepare this section.

General management needed for crops and pasture
is suggested in this section. The crops or pasture plants

best suited to the soils, including some not commonly
grown in the survey area, are identified; the system of
land capability classification used by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service is explained; and the
estimated yields of the main crops and hay and pasture
plants are listed for each soil.

Planners of management systems for individual fields
or farms should consider the detailed information given
in the description of each soil under the heading
“Detailed Soil Map Units.” Specific information can be
obtained from the local office of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service or the Cooperative Extension
Service.

According to the Levy County Cooperative Extension
Service, approximately 108,000 acres in Levy County is
used for pasture and crops. About 90,100 acres is used
for pasture and hay, 3,900 acres is used for vegetable
crops, and 14,000 acres is used for other crops. The
pasture grasses that are most commonly used for
grazing and for hay are Pensacola bahiagrass and
coastal bermudagrass. The principal vegetable crop is
watermelons. Cucumber, squash, and peppers are also
grown. The other principal crops are peanuts, sorghum,
corn, tobacco, rye, wheat, oats, and soybeans (fig. 9).

Generally, commercial crops can be grown
successfully on a variety of soils in Levy County. Soil
drainage is the main management concern. Other
management concerns affecting most of the soils used
for crops are the generally low natural soil fertility and
low pH.

Water erosion is not a serious problem in Levy
County. However, it may be a hazard on the
unprotected sloping, sandy soils, such as Candler and
Orlando soils, and on the gently sloping, loamy or
clayey soils, such as Bivans, Micanopy, Pedro, and
Levyville soils. Loss of the surface layer generally
lowers the productivity of the soil. Fertility and tilth
generally deteriorate as the surface layer is lost and
parts of the subsurface layer or subsoil become
incorporated into the plow layer. Water erosion also
reduces the quality of water as sediment, soil nutrients,
and pesticides are washed away from cropland into
ponds and groundwater supplies.

Erosion-control practices that provide a protective
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Figure 9.—Soybeans in an area of Shadeville-Otela complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes.

surface cover, reduce the velocity of surface runoff, and
increase the rate of water infiltration can minimize the
damage caused by water erosion. These practices
include leaving crop residue on the surface, cultivating
the sloping and gently sloping soils on the contour,
maintaining cover crops between rotations, and growing
green manure crops to improve tilth and the water-
holding capacity.

Soil blowing is a hazard on unprotected soils that
have a dry, loose, sandy surface layer (fig. 10). It does
the most damage during late winter and early spring
when fields are being cultivated and planted and when
the prevailing wind is usually strongest. Soil blowing
reduces soil fertility by removing fine soil particles and
organic matter; damages crops by sandblasting;
spreads diseases, insects, and weed seeds; and

creates health hazards and cleaning problems.

Erosion-control practices that provide a protective
cover and reduce the velocity of the wind near the
surface can minimize the damage caused by soil
blowing. These practices include utilizing field
windstrips with row crops, aligning rows at right angles
to the prevailing wind, establishing windbreaks around
fields, and maintaining a cover crop on fields between
crop rotations.

Soil fertility is naturally low in most of the soils in the
county that are commonly used for crops. Because
these soils generally have a loose, sandy surface layer
and subsurface layer and are rapidly permeable or very
rapidly permeable, added fertilizer and lime may be
leached rapidly after heavy rains. Most of these soils
are very strongly acid to slightly acid in the surface
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layer and are naturally low in nitrogen, potassium, and
available phosphorus. On all soils, additions of lime and
fertilizer should be based on the results of soil tests, on
the needs of the crop, and on the expected level of
yieids.

Soil tilth is an important factor affecting the
germination of seeds and the available water capacity.
Soils that have good tilth are granular and porous.
Because of the loose, sandy surface layer in most of
the soils cropped in Levy County, good tilth is difficult to
maintain. Utilizing green manure crops in the crop
rotation, incorporating crop residue into the soil, and
protecting the topsoil from erosion can improve and
maintain soil tilth.

Irrigation is necessary during most years if row crops
are grown on moderately well drained to excessively
drained soils, such as Otela, Tavares, Candler, and
Orlando soils. Center-pivot or traveling gun irrigation
systems are most commonly used for watermelon,
tobacco, and peanut crops. Although these crops can
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be grown without irrigation, yields are significantly lower
during most years than in irrigated areas.

Drainage and soil bedding generally are necessary if
row crops are grown on poorly drained soils on
flatwoods and in sloughs, such as Smyrna, Holopaw,
and Placid soils. Shallow surface ditches can help to
remove excess surface water if suitable outlets are
available. Grassed waterways can be installed on
somewhat poorly drained and poorly drained upland
soils, such as Bivans and Ft. Green soils, to help
remove excess water during the growing season.

Yields per Acre

The average yields per acre that can be expected of
the principal crops under a high level of management
are shown in table 6. In any given year, yields may be
higher or lower than those indicated in the table
because of variations in rainfall and other climatic
factors. The land capability classification also is shown
in the table.

Figure 10.—Soil blowing (in the background) in an area of Shadeville-Otela complex, 1 to 5 percent slopes.
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The yields are based mainly on the experience and
records of farmers, conservationists, and extension
agents. Available yield data from nearby counties and
results of field trials and demonstrations are also
considered.

The management needed to obtain the indicated
yields of the various crops depends on the kind of soil
and the crop. Management can include drainage,
erosion control, and protection from flooding; the proper
planting and seeding rates; suitable high-yielding crop
varieties; appropriate and timely tillage; control of
weeds, plant diseases, and harmful insects; favorable
soil reaction and optimum levels of nitrogen,
phosphorus, potassium, and trace elements for each
crop; effective use of crop residue, barnyard manure,
and green manure crops; and harvesting that ensures
the smallest possible loss.

The estimated yields reflect the productive capacity
of each soil for each of the principal crops. Yields are
likely to increase as new production technology is
developed. The productivity of a given soil compared
with that of other soils, however, is not likely to change.

Crops other than those shown in tabie 6 are grown in
the survey area, but estimated yields are not listed
because the acreage of such crops is small and yieids
are hard to estimate. For example, peanut yields
average about 3,500 pounds per acre on somewhat
poorly drained to excessively drained soils, but some
farmers report yields of nearly twice this amount. The
local office of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service or of the Cooperative Extension Service can
provide information about the management and
productivity of the soils for those crops.

Land Capability Classification

Land capability classification shows, in a general
way, the suitability of soils for use as cropland. Crops
that require special management are excluded. The
soils are grouped according to their limitations for field
crops, the risk of damage if they are used for crops,
and the way they respond to management. The criteria
used in grouping the soils do not include major and
generally expensive landforming that would change
slope, depth, or other characteristics of the soils, nor do
they include possible but unlikely major reclamation
projects. Capability classification is not a substitute for
interpretations designed to show suitability and
limitations of groups of soils for rangeland, for
woodland, and for engineering purposes.

In the capability system, soils are generally grouped
at three levels—capability class, subclass, and unit.
Only class and subclass are used in this survey.

Capability classes, the broadest groups, are
designated by Roman numerals | through VIII. The
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numerals indicate progressively greater limitations and
narrower choices for practical use. The classes are
defined as follows:

Class | soils have few limitations that restrict their
use.

Class Il soils have moderate limitations that reduce
the choice of plants or that require moderate
conservation practices.

Class Il soils have severe limitations that reduce the
choice of plants or that require special conservation
practices, or both.

Class IV soils have very severe limitations that
reduce the choice of plants or that require very careful
management, or both.

Class V soils are not likely to erode, but they have
other limitations, impractical to remove, that limit their
use.

Class VI soils have severe limitations that make them
generally unsuitable for cultivation.

Class VII soils have very severe limitations that make
them unsuitable for cultivation.

Class VIII soils and miscellaneous areas have
limitations that nearly preclude their use for commercial
crop production.

Capability subclasses are soil groups within one
class. They are designated by adding a small letter, e,
w, s, or ¢, to the class numeral, for example, lle. The
letter e shows that the main hazard is the risk of
erosion unless a close-growing plant cover is
maintained; w shows that water in or on the soil
interferes with plant growth or cultivation (in some soils
the wetness can be partly corrected by artificial
drainage); s shows that the soil is limited mainly
because it is shallow, droughty, or stony; and ¢, used in
only some parts of the United States, shows that the
chief limitation is climate that is very cold or very dry.

There are no subclasses in class | because the soils
of this class have few limitations. The soils in class V
are subject to little or no erosion, but they have other
limitations that restrict their use to pasture, rangeland,
woodland, wildlife habitat, or recreation. Class V
contains only the subclasses indicated by w, s, or c.

The capability classification of each map unit is given
in the section “Detailed Soil Map Units” and in the
yields table.

Rangeland

Sid Brantly, range conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, helped prepare this section and the section on
grazeable woodland.

Native grasses are an important part of the overall
year-round supply of forage to livestock producers in
Levy County. The survey area has about 90,000 acres
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of rangeland and grazeable woodland (28).

In areas that have similar climate and topography,
differences in the kind and amount of vegetation
produced on rangeland are closely related to the kind of
soil. Effective management is based on the relationship
of the soils, vegetation, and water.

A range site is a distinctive kind of rangeland that
produces a characteristic natural plant community that
differs from natural plant communities on other range
sites in kind, amount, or proportion of range plants. The
relationship between soils and vegetation was
ascertained during this survey; thus, range sites
generally can be determined directly from the soil map.
Soil properties that affect moisture supply and plant
nutrients have the greatest influence on the productivity
of range plants. Soil reaction, salt content, and a
seasonal high water table are also important.

Total production is the amount of vegetation that can
be expected to grow annually on well managed
rangeland that is supporting the climax plant
community. Total production includes all vegetation,
whether or not it is palatable to grazing animals. It
includes the current year's growth of leaves, twigs, and
fruits of woody plants, but it does not include the
increase in stem diameter of trees and shrubs.

The vegetation that made up the original natural
plant community is called the climax vegetation. It
generally is the most productive vegetation on that
particular site and the most suitable vegetation for
livestock. The climax vegetation consists of three kinds
of plants that are characterized according to their
respense to grazing. These are decreasers, increasers,
and invaders. Decreasers generally are the most
palatable climax plants. They are eliminated first if the
range is subjected to continuous, heavy grazing.
Increasers are plants that are less palatable to
livestock. They increase temporarily under continuous
heavy grazing but eventually also are eliminated.
Invaders are plants that are native to the site that have
little value as forage. Invaders become established after
the other vegetation has been reduced.

Range management requires a knowledge of the kind
of soil and the climax vegetation on the range site.
Range condition is determined by comparing the
present plant community with the potential natural plant
community on a particular range site. The more closely
the existing community resembles the potential
community, the better the range condition.

Range site management often includes mechanical
brush control, controlled burning, and, most importantly,
controlled livestock grazing. Predicting the effects of
these practices on range sites is extremely important.
Proper management of the native range plant
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community results in maximum sustained production,
conservation of the soil and water resources, and
improvement of the habitat for many wildlife species.

Grazeable Woodland

Grazeable woodland is forested land primarily
managed for the production of wood. It has an
understory of native grasses, legumes, and forbs. The
understory is an integral part of the forest plant
community. Under proper management the native plants
can be grazed without significantly impairing forest
values. All of the management factors discussed for
rangeland also apply to grazeable woodland, and
several additional factors should also be considered.
For the purposes of this survey, management
considerations are limited to planted pine.

In a forest trees and herbaceous vegetation compete
for sunlight and growth. As the trees mature, their
height and subsequent canopy closure influence the
growth of understory forage. Forest canopy is measured
by the percentage of foliar cover of all woody vegetation
that is more than 4.5 feet tall. A sharp decline in forage
production occurs after the canopy closure reaches a
certain point (18). Spacing, planting configuration, and
the growth rate of the planted pines are the factors that
determine how soon this decline wili take place on a
particular site. Planting the trees at wider intervals and
using alternate planting configurations can extend the
period of higher forage production further into the tree
rotation, but these practices usually result in a decrease
in wood production.

Another factor that should be considered in the
management of grazeable woodland is the restricted
use of burning in the early years of the rotation. Young
slash pine are intolerant of fire until they are 12 to 15
feet tall (18). In areas of wet, loamy, or clayey soils that
support native plant communities with a dense
hardwood overstory, such as Bivans, Waccasassa, and
Wekiva soils, woody invader species begin to
reestablish themselves within the first year after the
final site preparation and are difficult to control.
Thorough site preparation and mechanical brush control
are essential in these areas if sustained woodland
grazing is planned.

Management for woodland grazing should also
include other good management practices, such as
maintaining proper stocking rates, fencing that allows
rotation grazing, and prescribed burning in established
stands. Careful management and planning can increase
the quality and duration of woodland grazing, maintain
high levels of wood production, and enhance wildlife
habitat.
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Woodland Management and Productivity

Harrell M. Hemmingway, Levy County forester, Florida Division of
Forestry, helped prepare this section.

An understanding of the influence that soils have on
forest productivity can increase the ability of woodland
owners and managers to make good silvicultural and
economic decisions. The relationships between soils
and species suitability, growth potential, and forest
operations are discussed in this section.

The total land area in Levy County is 703,718 acres.
Woodlands make up about 71 percent of the area, or
approximately 497,000 acres. Of this total, about 65,000
acres is owned by State, Federal, and local
government; 281,000 acres is owned by timber
companies; and 151,000 acres is owned by individual or
cooperative tree farmers.

The soils on flatwoods are predominantly planted in
slash pine, but some areas are planted in loblolly pine.
Longleaf pine grows naturally on flatwoods. It was once
the dominant species because of its adaptability to the
frequent fires. Slash pine, loblolly pine, and longleaf
pine grow well on flatwoods.

The soils of the coastal limestone hammocks are
predominantly planted in loblolly pine because it is
adapted to the soils and has a higher growth rate.
Dense stands of hardwoods mixed with loblolly pine,
cedar, and cabbage-palm grow naturally in these areas.

The soils of the limestone plains are predominantly
planted in slash pine. Dense stands of hardwoods
mixed with longleaf pine grow naturally in these areas.
Slash pine, loblolly pine, and longleaf pine grow well on
the limestone plains. Loblolly pine is the best adapted
species for planting on soils that are loamy or clayey
near the surface or that have shallow bedrock, such as
Mabel or Pedro soils.

The excessively drained and well drained soils on
uplands are predominantly planted in slash pine and
sand pine. Open stands of turkey oak, live oak, and
bluejack oak that are mixed with longleaf pine grow
naturally in these areas. Longleaf pine, slash pine, and
sand pine can be planted with good results. However,
areas of the more droughty Astatula soils and areas of
Candler soils that have a continuous loamy layer at a
depth of more than about 10 feet are better suited to
sand pine.

Traditionally, forestry has had a large influence on
the economic development of Levy County. This
influence is evident today in the plentiful local forest
industry. The total income irom forest products in Levy
County was more than $20 million in 1986. Products
produced by mills in surrounding counties include
paper, plywood, crates, furniture, wood chips, and fuel
wood. The strong market created by these mills for
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timber resources has encouraged more intensive
management of the woodlands. However, much
opportunity for increased production still exists,
especially on the many privately owned, nonindustrial
properties. These properties support commercial pine
species at stocking levels that are much lower than
optimal.

Local forestry practices focus on the elimination of
cull or weed trees and the reduction of acreage that is
understocked in preferred timber species. These
practices generally include clearcutting, carefully
preparing the site, and replanting monocultures of
commercial pine species. The erosion-control measures
described in the Florida Division of Forestry’s
“Silvicultural Best Management Practices Manual” are
emphasized in most reforestation activities (8).

Optimal growth rates of commercial pine species are
encouraged by reducing competition for light, moisture,
and soil nutrients. Prescribed burning reduces
competition from undesirable hardwood species,
reduces dangerous fuel levels, and improves
accessibility, esthetics, and wildlife habitat. Thinning
activities help to reduce excessive competition between
the pines and provide an opportunity to remove
diseased or poorly formed trees. Thinning and
prescribed burning also increase the amount of light
reaching the grasses and herbaceous understory used
for improved woodland grazing.

Several factors influence the relative ability of soils to
produce pine trees. These include the capacity of the
soil to store moisture and nutrients, the depth to the
water tabie, and the amount of root development
permitted by the physical properties of the soil. A
consideration of these soil factors can provide a
fundamental basis for many timber management
decisions. These factors are further discussed in each
of the detailed soil map unit descriptions. Additional
information on soils and timber management is
available through the local offices of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, the Florida Division of
Forestry, and the Florida Cooperative Extension
Service.

This soil survey can be used by woodland managers
planning ways to increase the productivity of forest
land. Some soils respond better to applications of
fertilizer than others, and some are more susceptible to
landslides and erosion after roads are built and timber
is harvested. Some soils require special reforestation
efforts. In the section “Detailed Soil Map Units,” the
description of each map unit in the survey area suitable
for timber includes information about productivity,
limitations in harvesting timber, and management
concerns in producing timber. The common forest
understory plants also are listed. Table 7 summarizes
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this forestry information and rates the soils for a number
of factors to be considered in management. Slight,
moderate, and severe are used to indicate the degree of
the major solil limitations to be considered in forest
management.

Table 7 lists the ordination symbol for each soil. The
first part of the ordination symboi, a number, indicates
the potential productivity of a soil for the indicator
species in cubic meters per hectare. The larger the
number, the greater the potential productivity. Potential
productivity is based on the site index and the point
where mean annual increment is the greatest.

The second part of the ordination symbol, a letter,
indicates the major kind of soil limitation affecting use
and management. The letter R indicates a soil that has
a significant limitation because of steepness of slope.
The letter X indicates that a soil has restrictions
because of stones or rocks on the surface. The letter W
indicates a soil in which excessive water, either
seasonal or year-round, causes a significant limitation.
The letter T indicates a soil that has, within the root
zone, excessive alkalinity or acidity, sodium salts, or
other toxic substances that limit the development of
desirable trees. The letter D indicates a soil that has a
limitation because of a restricted rooting depth, such as
a shallow soil that is underlain by hard bedrock, a
hardpan, or other layers that restrict roots. The letter C
indicates a soil that has a limitation because of the kind
or amount of clay in the upper part of the profile. The
letter S indicates a dry, sandy soil. The letter F
indicates a soil that has a large amount of coarse
fragments. The letter A indicates a soil having no
significant limitations that affect forest use and
management. If a soil has more than one limitation, the
priority is as follows: R, X, W, T, D, C, S, and F.

Ratings of the erosion hazard indicate the probability
that damage may occur if site preparation or harvesting
activities expose the soil. The risk is slight if no
particular preventive measures are needed under
ordinary conditions; moderate if erosion-control
measures are needed for particular silvicultural
activities; and severe if special precautions are needed
to control erosion for most silvicultural activities. Ratings
of moderate or severe indicate the need for construction
of higher standard roads, additional maintenance of
roads, additional care in planning harvesting and
reforestation activities, or the use of special equipment.

Ratings of equipment limitation indicate limits on the
use of forest management equipment, year-round or
seasonal, because of such soil characteristics as slope,
wetness, stoniness, and susceptibility of the surface
layer to compaction. As siope gradient and length
increase, it becomes more difficult to use wheeled
equipment. On the steeper slopes, tracked equipment is
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needed. On the steepest slopes, even tracked
equipment cannot be operated and more sophisticated
systems are needed. The rating is slight if equipment
use is restricted by wetness for less than 2 months and
if special equipment is not needed. The rating is
moderate if slopes are so steep that wheeled equipment
cannot be operated safely across the slope, if wetness
restricts equipment use from 2 to 6 months per year, if
stoniness restricts the use of ground-based equipment,
or if special equipment is needed to prevent or minimize
compaction. The rating is severe if slopes are so steep
that tracked equipment cannot be operated safely
across the slope, if wetness restricts equipment use for
more than 6 months per year, if stoniness restricts the
use of ground-based equipment, or if special equipment
is needed to prevent or minimize compaction. Ratings
of moderate or severe indicate a need to choose the
best suited equipment and to carefully plan the timing of
harvesting and other management activities.

Ratings of seedling mortality refer to the probability of
the death of naturally occurring or properly planted
seedlings of good stock in periods of normal rainfall, as
influenced by kinds of soil or topographic features.
Seedling mortality is caused primarily by too much
water or too little water. The factors used in rating a soil
for seedling mortality are texture of the surface layer,
depth to a seasonal high water table and the length of
the period when the water table is high, rock fragments
in the surface layer, rooting depth, and the aspect of
the slope. The mortality rate generally is highest on
soils that have a sandy or clayey surface layer. The risk
is slight if, after site preparation, expected mortality is
less than 25 percent; moderate if expected mortality is
between 25 and 50 percent; and severe if expected
mortality exceeds 50 percent. Ratings of moderate or
severe indicate that it may be necessary to use
containerized or larger than usual planting stock or to
make special site preparations, such as bedding,
furrowing, installing a surface drainage system, and
providing artificial shade for seedlings. Reinforcement
planting is often needed if the risk is moderate or
severe.

Ratings of windthrow hazard indicate the likelihood
that trees will be uprooted by the wind. A restricted
rooting depth is the main reason for windthrow. The
rooting depth can be restricted by a high water table, a
fragipan, or bedrock or by a combination of such factors
as wetness, texture, structure, and depth. The risk is
slight if strong winds cause trees to break but do not
uproot them; moderate if strong winds cause an
occasional tree to be blown over and many trees to
break; and severe if moderate or strong winds
commonly blow trees over. Ratings of moderate or
severe indicate that care is needed in thinning or that
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the stand should not be thinned at all. Special
equipment may be needed to prevent damage to
shallow root systems in partial cutting operations. A
plan for the periodic removal of windthrown trees and
the maintenance of a road and trail system may be
needed.

Ratings of plant competition indicate the likelihood of
the growth or invasion of undesirable plants. Plant
competition is more severe on the more productive
soils, on poorly drained soils, and on soils having a
restricted root zone that holds moisture. The risk is
slight if competition from undesirable plants hinders
adequate natural or artificial reforestation but does not
necessitate intensive site preparation and maintenance.
The risk is moderate if competition from undesirable
plants hinders natural or artificial reforestation to the
extent that intensive site preparation and maintenance
are needed. The risk is severe if competition from
undesirable plants prevents adequate natural or artificial
reforestation unless the site is intensively prepared and
maintained. A moderate or severe rating indicates the
need for site preparation to ensure the development of
an adequately stocked stand. Managers must plan site
preparation measures to ensure reforestation without
delays.

The potential productivity of common trees on a soil is
expressed as a site index. Common trees are listed in
the order of their observed general occurrence.
Generally, only two or three tree species dominate. The
first tree listed for each soil is the indicator species for
that soil. An indicator species is a tree that is common
in the area and that is generally the most productive on
a given soil.

The site index is determined by taking height
measurements and determining the age of selected
trees within stands of a given species. This index is the
average height, in feet, that the trees attain in a
specified number of years. This index applies to fully
stocked, even-aged, unmanaged stands. The estimates
of the productivity of the soils in this survey are based
on published data (15, 21, 23).

The productivity class represents an expected volume
produced by the most important trees, expressed in
cubic meters per hectare per year calculated at the age
of culmination of mean annual increment.

Trees to plant are those that are used for
reforestation or, under suitable conditions, natural
regeneration. They are suited to the soils and can
produce a commercial wood crop. The desired product,
topographic position (such as a low, wet area), and
personal preference are three factors among many that
can influence the choice of trees for use in
reforestation.
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Windbreaks and Environmental Plantings

Windbreaks protect crops, livestock, buildings, and
yards from wind and blowing sand. They also protect
fruit trees and gardens and furnish habitat for wildlife.
Several rows of low- and high-growing broadleaf and
coniferous trees and shrubs pianted around field
borders and intermittent rows of small grain planted
among crops provide the most protection.

Field windbreaks and field windstrips are narrow
plantings made at right angles to the prevailing wind
and at specific intervals across the field. Windbreaks
generally consist of two to four rows of slash pine,
loblolly pine, or eastern redcedar planted around field
borders. Field windstrips generally consist of
intermittent rows of rye or sorghum that are planted
among row crops, such as watermelons or tobacco. The
interval depends on the erodibility of the soil and the
crop being grown. Combinations of field windbreaks and
windstrips help to protect young crops from the
sandblasting effects of blowing topsoil, minimize topsoil
loss because of soil blowing, and provide food and
cover for wildlife.

Environmental plantings help to beautify and screen
houses and other buildings and to abate noise. The
plants, mostly evergreen shrubs and trees, are closely
spaced. To ensure plant survival, a healthy planting
stock of suitable species should be planted properly on
a well prepared site and maintained in good condition.
Irrigation and mulching may be needed on some of the
more droughty soils, such as Apopka and Candler soils.

Additional information on planning windbreaks,
windstrips, and screens and on planting and caring for
trees and shrubs can be obtained from local offices of
the Natural Resources Conservation Service or the
Cooperative Extension Service or from a nursery.

Recreation

Recreational facilities, such as parks, playgrounds,
and golf courses, are somewhat limited in Levy County.
However, areas of woodland and water provide ample
opportunity for recreational activities.

Hunting is a very popular activity for local enthusiasts
and also for people who travel great distances to hunt
in the area. Extensive and well managed game
preserves are maintained throughout the western part
of the county. The pine plantations and upland fields
throughout the rest of the county also provide good
hunting opportunities. Because camping often
accompanies hunting, numerous hunting camps and
privately operated campgrounds are maintained
throughout the county. Fishing, for both freshwater and
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saltwater species, is very popular. The numerous
creeks, ponds, and shallow lakes in addition to three
unspoiled rivers and the Gulf of Mexico provide diversity
for anglers. Boating is also a common activity. Marinas
are operated near the mouths of the Withlacoochee,
Waccasassa, and Suwannee Rivers. The cool
freshwater springs that are common throughout the
county are irresistible swimming holes during the
summer and are popular picnic areas throughout the
year. Manatee Springs near Chiefland and the Blue
Grotto near Williston offer underwater caverns that can
be explored by scuba divers. Many of the small islands
in the Cedar Key area have secluded beaches.

In table 8, the soils of the survey area are rated
according to the limitations that affect their suitability for
recreation. The ratings are based on restrictive soil
features, such as wetness, slope, and texture of the
surface layer. Susceptibility to flooding is considered.
Not considered in the ratings, but important in
evaluating a site, are the location and accessibility of
the area, the size and shape of the area and its scenic
quality, vegetation, access to water, potential water
impoundment sites, and access to public sewer lines.
The capacity of the soil to absorb septic tank effluent
and the ability of the soil to support vegetation are also
important. Soils subject to flooding are limited for
recreational uses by the duration and intensity of
flooding and the season when flooding occurs. In
planning recreational facilities, onsite assessment of the
height, duration, intensity, and frequency of flooding is
essential.

In table 8, the degree of soil limitation is expressed
as slight, moderate, or severe. Slight means that soil
properties are generally favorable and that limitations
are minor and easily overcome. Moderate means that
limitations can be overcome or alleviated by planning,
design, or special maintenance. Severe means that soil
properties are unfavorable and that limitations can be
offset only by costly soil reclamation, special design,
intensive maintenance, limited use, or by a combination
of these measures.

The information in table 8 can be supplemented by
other information in this survey, for example,
interpretations for septic tank absorption fields in table
11 and interpretations for dwellings without basements
and for local roads and streets in table 10.

Camp areas require site preparation, such as shaping
and leveling the tent and parking areas, stabilizing
roads and intensively used areas, and installing sanitary
facilities and utility lines. Camp areas are subject to
heavy foot traffic and some vehicular traffic. The best
soils have gentle slopes and are not wet or subject to
fiooding during the period of use. The surface has few
or no stones or boulders, absorbs rainfall readily but
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remains firm, and is not dusty when dry. Strong slopes
and stones or boulders can greatly increase the cost of
constructing campsites.

Picnic areas are subject to heavy foot traffic. Most
vehicular traffic is confined to access roads and parking
areas. The best soils for picnic areas are firm when wet,
are not dusty when dry, are not subject to flooding
during the period of use, and do not have slopes,
stones, or boulders that increase the cost of shaping
sites or of building access roads and parking areas.

Playgrounds require soils that can withstand intensive
foot traffic. The best soils are almost level and are not
wet or subject to flooding during the season of use. The
surface is free of stones and boulders, is firm after
rains, and is not dusty when dry. If grading is needed,
the depth of the soil over bedrock or a hardpan should
be considered.

Paths and trails for hiking and horseback riding
should require little or no cutting and filling. The best
soils are not wet, are firm after rains, are not dusty
when dry, and are not subject to flooding more than
once a year during the period of use. They have
moderate slopes and few or no stones or boulders on
the surface.

Golf fairways are subject to heavy foot traffic and
some light vehicuiar traffic. Cutting or filling may be
required. The best soils for use as golf fairways are firm
when wet, are not dusty when dry, and are not subject
to prolonged flooding during the period of use. They
have moderate slopes and no stones or boulders on the
surface. The suitability of the soil for tees or greens is
not considered in rating the soils.

Wildlife Habitat

Wildlife is an important and protected natural
resource in Levy County. The importance of wildlife to
the human inhabitants of the county dates back more
than 400 years, when the Timucuan Indians thrived on
the abundance of game and fish in the area. Since then
wildlife habitat has diminished significantly. About
163,000 acres are currently used for pasture, crops,
and residential development. However, game
populations in most of the remaining woodlands and
wetlands have remained abundant. In 1989 revenues of
nearly $72,000 were generated in Levy County from the
sale of hunting and fishing licenses. Many thousands of
acres of private land are leased to hunting clubs. These
leases provide an additional annual income of $2 to $3
per acre for the land owners.

The most extensive areas of good wildlife habitat are
in the Gulf Hammock area of the county. The pine
plantations on flatwoods, the hardwood forests and
wetlands on the flood plains of the Suwannee and
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Figure 11.—Sandhill cranes in an area of Placid and Popash soils,
depressional.

Waccasassa Rivers, and the wooded uplands along the
western edge of the Chiefland Limestone Plain also
provide good habitat for many game species. The most
desirable game species in these areas are white-tailed
deer, wild turkey, and feral hogs. Mourning dove and
bobwhite quail are numerous in the upland areas of the
county. Many other game and nongame species,
including bobcats, alligators, foxes, raccoons, gray
squirrels, fox squirrels, otters, armadillos, owls,
woodpeckers, and a variety of other birds, reptiles, and
small mammals, also inhabit these areas.

The tidal marshes and associated estuarine areas
provide habitat for gulls, brown pelicans, osprey, and
bald eagles. They also serve as nursery and feeding
areas for many commercially important marine species,
including oysters, blue crabs, mullet, and a variety of
game fish.

Although land development and human population
continue to increase in Levy County, the importance of
preserving and improving wildlife habitat and game
populations is recognized. More than 68,000 acres of
good wildlife habitat has been designated as State or
Federal wildlife preserves. The timberland that is leased
to hunting clubs is managed to improve the wildlife
habitat and game populations on the property. Privately

Soil Survey

managed areas are also managed to improve the
wildlife habitat.

Endangered or threatened species that inhabit the
county include bald eagles, American alligators, red-
cockaded woodpeckers, wood storks, West Indian
manatees, and sandhill cranes (fig. 11). A complete list
of endangered and threatened species and information
on their range and habitat needs can be obtained from
the local office of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

Soils affect the kind and amount of vegetation that is
available to wildlife as food and cover. They also affect
the construction of water impoundments. The kind and
abundance of wildlife depend largely on the amount and
distribution of food, cover, and water. Wildlife habitat
can be created or improved by planting appropriate
vegetation, by maintaining the existing plant cover, or
by promoting the natural establishment of desirable
plants.

In table 9, the soils in the survey area are rated
according to their potential for providing habitat for
various kinds of wildlife. This information can be used in
planning parks, wildlife refuges, nature study areas, and
other developments for wildlife; in selecting soils that
are suitable for establishing, improving, or maintaining
specific elements of wildlife habitat; and in determining
the intensity of management needed for each element
of the habitat.

The potential of the soil is rated good, fair, poor, or
very poor. A rating of good indicates that the element or
kind of habitat is easily established, improved, or
maintained. Few or no limitations affect management,
and satisfactory results can be expected. A rating of fair
indicates that the element or kind of habitat can be
established, improved, or maintained in most places.
Moderately intensive management is required for
satisfactory results. A rating of poor indicates that
limitations are severe for the designated element or
kind of habitat. Habitat can be created, improved, or
maintained in most places, but management is difficult
and must be intensive. A rating of very poor indicates
that restrictions for the element or kind of habitat are
very severe and that unsatisfactory results can be
expected. Creating, improving, or maintaining habitat is
impractical or impossible.

The elements of wildlife habitat are described in the
following paragraphs.

Grain and seed crops are domestic grains and seed-
producing herbaceous plants. Soil properties and
features that affect the growth of grain and seed crops
are depth of the root zone, texture of the surface layer,
available water capacity, wetness, slope, surface
stoniness, and flooding. Soil temperature and soil
moisture are also considerations. Examples of grain
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and seed crops are corn, browntopmillet, rye, and grain
sorghum.

Grasses and legumes are domestic perennial grasses
and herbaceous legumes. Soil properties and features
that affect the growth of grasses and legumes are depth
of the root zone, texture of the surface layer, available
water capacity, wetness, surface stoniness, flooding,
and slope. Soil temperature and soil moisture are also
considerations. Examples of grasses and legumes are
bahiagrass, pangolagrass, clover, and hairy indigo.

Wild herbaceous plants are native or naturally
established grasses and forbs, including weeds. Soil
properties and features that affect the growth of these
plants are depth of the root zone, texture of the surface
layer, available water capacity, wetness, surface
stoniness, and flooding. Soil temperature and soil
moisture are also considerations. Examples of wild
herbaceous plants are bluestem, goldenrod,
beggarweed, and partridge pea.

Hardwood trees and woody understory produce nuts
or other fruit, buds, catkins, twigs, bark, and foliage.
Soil properties and features that affect the growth of
hardwood trees and shrubs are depth of the root zone,
available water capacity, and wetness. Examples of
these plants are oak, maple, sweetgum, persimmon,
dogwood, hickory, gallberry, saw palmetto, and
blackberry.

Coniferous plants furnish browse and seeds. Soil
properties and features that affect the growth of
coniferous trees, shrubs, and ground cover are depth of
the root zone, available water capacity, and wetness.
Examples of coniferous plants are pine, cypress, and
cedar.

Wetland plants are annual and perennial wild
herbaceous plants that grow on moist or wet sites.
Submerged or floating aquatic plants are excluded. Soil
properties and features affecting wetland plants are
texture of the surface layer, wetness, reaction, salinity,
slope, and surface stoniness. Examples of wetland
plants are smartweed, wild millet, pickerelweed,
saltgrass, cordgrass, rushes, sedges, and reeds.

Shallow water areas have an average depth of less
than 5 feet. Some are naturally wet areas. Others are
created by dams, levees, or other water-control
structures. Soil properties and features affecting shallow
water areas are depth to bedrock, wetness, surface
stoniness, slope, and permeability. Examples of shallow
water areas are marshes, creeks, and ponds.

The habitat for various kinds of wildlife is described
in the following paragraphs.

Habitat for openland wildlife consists of cropland,
pasture, meadows, and areas that are overgrown with
grasses, herbs, shrubs, and vines. These areas
produce grain and seed crops, grasses and legumes,
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and wild herbaceous plants. Wildlife attracted to these
areas include bobwhite quail, dove, meadowlark,
sandhill crane, cottontail, red fox, and gopher tortoise.

Habitat for woodland wildlife consists of areas of
deciduous plants or coniferous plants or both and
associated grasses, legumes, and wild herbaceous
plants. Wildlife attracted to these areas include wild
turkey, feral hogs, owls, bobcats, woodpeckers,
squirrels, gray fox, raccoon, deer, and bear.

Habitat for wetland wildlife consists of open, marshy
or swampy shallow water areas. Some of the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>