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How To Use This Soil Survey

This publication consists of text, tables, and a map. The text includes descriptions
of detailed soil map units and provides an explanation of the information presented in
the tables. It also includes a glossary of terms used in the text and tables and a list of
references.

The detailed soil map can be useful in planning the use and management of small
areas. To find information about your area of interest, locate that area on the map
sheet. Note the map unit symbols that are in that area. Go to the Contents, which lists
the map units by symbol and name and shows where each map unit is described.

The Contents shows which table has data on a specific land use for each detailed
soil map unit. Also see the Contents for sections of this publication that may address
your specific needs.



National Cooperative Soil Survey

This soil survey is a publication of the National Cooperative Soil Survey, a joint
effort of the United States Department of Agriculture and other Federal agencies,
State agencies including the Agricultural Experiment Stations, and local agencies. The
Natural Resources Conservation Service has leadership for the Federal part of the
National Cooperative Soil Survey. This survey was made cooperatively by the United
States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and the
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service.

The soil map in this survey may be copied without permission. Enlargement of this
map, however, could cause misunderstanding of the detail of mapping. If enlarged, the
map does not show the small areas of contrasting soils that could have been shown at
a larger scale.

Literature Citation
The correct citation for this survey is as follows:

United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service,
and the United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 2013. Soil
survey of Manzanar National Historic Site, California. (Accessible online at:
http://soils.usda.gov/survey/printed_surveys/)

Cover Caption

The reconstructed guard tower in Manzanar National Historic Site, located in an
area of Winnedumah fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes. View is to the west.

Additional information about the Nation’s natural resources is available online
from the Natural Resources Conservation Service at http://www.nrcs.usda.qov/.
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Nondiscrimination Statement

Nondiscrimination Policy

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its
customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where
applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation,
whether all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance
program, or protected genetic information. The Department prohibits discrimination in
employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

To File an Employment Complaint

If you wish to file an employment complaint, you must contact your agency’s EEO
Counselor (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/33081.wba) within 45 days of the date of
the alleged discriminatory act, event, or personnel action. Additional information can be
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_file.html.

To File a Program Complaint

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.html or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request
the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in
the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter by mail to U.S. Department
of Agriculture; Director, Office of Adjudication; 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.;
Washington, D.C. 20250-9419; by fax to (202) 690-7442; or by email to program.
intake@usda.gov.

Persons with Disabilities

If you are deaf, are hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities and you wish to file
either an EEO or program complaint, please contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).

If you have other disabilities and wish to file a program complaint, please see the
contact information above. If you require alternative means of communication for
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.), please contact USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

For additional information dealing with Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) issues, call either the USDA SNAP Hotline Number at (800) 221-5689, which
is also in Spanish, or the State Information/Hotline Numbers (http://directives.sc.egov.
usda.gov/33085.wba).

All Other Inquiries
For information not pertaining to civil rights, please refer to the listing of the USDA
Agencies and Offices (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/33086.wba).
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Preface

This soil survey was developed in conjunction with the National Park Service’s
Soil Inventory and Monitoring Program and is intended to serve as the official source
document for soils occurring within Manzanar National Historic Site.

This soil survey contains information that affects current and future land use
planning in the park. It contains predictions of soil behavior for selected land uses. The
survey highlights soil limitations, actions needed to overcome the limitations, and the
impact of selected land uses on the environment. It is designed to meet the needs of
the National Park Service and its partners to better understand the properties of the
soils in the park and the effects of these soil properties on various natural ecological
characteristics. This knowledge can help the National Park Service and its partners to
understand, protect, and enhance the environment.

Various land use regulations of Federal, State, and local governments may impose
special restrictions on land use or land treatment. The information in this report is
intended to identify soil properties that are used in making various land use or land
treatment decisions. Statements made in this report are intended to help the land
users identify and reduce the effects of soil limitations on various land uses. The
landowner or user is responsible for identifying and complying with existing laws and
regulations.

Great differences in soil properties can occur within short distances. Some soils
are seasonally wet or subject to flooding. Some are shallow to bedrock. Some are
too unstable to be used as a foundation for buildings or roads. Clayey or wet soils are
poorly suited to use as septic tank absorption fields. A high water table makes a soil
poorly suited to basements or underground installations.

These and many other soil properties that affect land use are described in this soil
survey. The location of each map unit is shown on the detailed soil map. Each soil in
the survey area is described, and information on specific uses is given. Help in using
this publication and additional information are available at the local office of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service or the park office for Manzanar National Historic Site.
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How This Survey Was Made

This soil survey document was prepared by the National Park Service’s Soil
Inventory and Monitoring Program to provide information about the soils and
miscellaneous areas within Manzanar National Historic Site. The document was
written and reviewed by the Natural Resources Conservation Service staff.

The data for Manzanar National Historic Site was taken from SSURGO data
certified on March 2, 2010. Six map units comprise the soil legend for the park.

The original, larger soil survey of Benton-Owens Valley Area, Parts of Inyo and
Mono Counties, California (CA802) was initiated in 1984. Fieldwork for the project
commenced shortly thereafter and continued until 1987. Final correlation for CA802
was completed in May 1996.

During the soil survey, range sites and soil component relationships were observed.
Soil-range site correlation concepts were established to help in designing the map
units. Soil and plant specialists tested the concepts during mapping and collected field
documentation at numerous points across the landscape. Descriptions of the range
sites in the park are given in the Appendix. They will be rewritten as ecological sites at
some time in the future.

The information in this report includes a description of the soils and miscellaneous
areas and their location and a discussion of their suitability, limitations, and
management for specified uses. Soil scientists observed the steepness, length, and
shape of the slopes; the general pattern of drainage; the kinds of native plants; and the
kinds of bedrock. They dug many holes to study the soil profile, which is the sequence
of natural layers, or horizons, in a soil. The profile extends from the surface down into
the unconsolidated material in which the soil formed. The unconsolidated material
is devoid of roots and other living organisms and has not been changed by other
biological activity.

The soils and miscellaneous areas in the survey area occur in an orderly pattern
that is related to the geology, landforms, relief, climate, and natural vegetation of
the area. Each kind of soil and miscellaneous area is associated with a particular
kind of landform or with a segment of the landform. By observing the soils and
miscellaneous areas in the survey area and relating their position to specific segments
of the landform, a soil scientist develops a concept, or model, of how they were
formed. Thus, during mapping, this model enables the soil scientist to predict with a
considerable degree of accuracy the kind of soil or miscellaneous area at a specific
location on the landscape.

Commonly, individual soils on the landscape merge into one another as their
characteristics gradually change. To construct an accurate soil map, however, soll
scientists must determine the boundaries between the soils. They can observe only
a limited number of soil profiles. Nevertheless, these observations, supplemented by
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an understanding of the soil-vegetation-landscape relationship, are sufficient to verify
predictions of the kinds of soil in an area and to determine the boundaries.

Soil scientists recorded the characteristics of the soil profiles that they studied. They
noted soil color, texture, size and shape of soil aggregates, kind and amount of rock
fragments, distribution of plant roots, reaction, and other features that enable them
to identify soils. After describing the soils in the survey area and determining their
properties, the soil scientists assigned the soils to taxonomic classes (units).

Taxonomic classes are concepts. Each taxonomic class has a set of soll
characteristics with precisely defined limits. The classes are used as a basis for
comparison to classify soils systematically. Soil taxonomy, the system of taxonomic
classification used in the United States, is based mainly on the kind and character
of soil properties and the arrangement of horizons within the profile. After the soil
scientists classified and named the soils in the survey area, they compared the
individual soils with similar soils in the same taxonomic class in other areas so that
they could confirm data and assemble additional data based on experience and
research.

While a soil survey is in progress, samples of some of the soils in the area generally
are collected for laboratory analyses and for engineering tests. Soil scientists interpret
the data from these analyses and tests as well as the field-observed characteristics
and the soil properties to determine the expected behavior of the soils under different
uses. Interpretations for all of the soils are field tested through observation of the soils
in different uses and under different levels of management. Some interpretations are
modified to fit local conditions, and some new interpretations are developed to meet
local needs. Data are assembled from other sources, such as research information,
production records, and field experience of specialists.

Predictions about soil behavior are based not only on soil properties but also on
such variables as climate and biological activity. Soil conditions are predictable over
long periods of time, but they are not predictable from year to year. For example, soil
scientists can predict with a fairly high degree of accuracy that a given soil will have a
high water table within certain depths in most years, but they cannot predict that a high
water table will always be at a specific level in the soil on a specific date. Soil scientists
observed in this park that hydrology had been altered in some areas, resulting in soils
that were much drier than the conditions under which they formed.

After soil scientists located and identified the significant natural bodies of soil in the
survey area, they delineated the boundaries of these bodies on digital imagery and
identified each as a specific map unit.



Detailed Soil Map Units

The map units delineated on the detailed soil map in this survey represent the
soils. The map unit descriptions in this section, along with the map, can be used to
determine the suitability and potential of a unit for specific uses. They also can be used
to plan the management needed for those uses.

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an area dominated by one
or more major kinds of soil or miscellaneous areas. A map unit is identified and
named according to the taxonomic classification of the dominant soils. Within a
taxonomic class there are precisely defined limits for the properties of the soils.

On the landscape, however, the soils are natural phenomena, and they have the
characteristic variability of all natural phenomena. Thus, the range of some observed
properties may extend beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic class. Areas of soils
of a single taxonomic class rarely, if ever, can be mapped without including areas of
other taxonomic classes. Consequently, every map unit is made up of the soils or
miscellaneous areas for which it is named and some minor components that belong to
taxonomic classes other than those of the major soils.

Most minor soils have properties similar to those of the dominant soil or soils in
the map unit, and thus they do not affect use and management. These are called
noncontrasting, or similar, components. They may or may not be mentioned in a
particular map unit description. Other minor components, however, have properties
and behavioral characteristics divergent enough to affect use or to require different
management. These are called contrasting, or dissimilar, components. They generally
are in small areas and could not be mapped separately because of the scale used.
Some small areas of strongly contrasting soils or miscellaneous areas are identified by
a special symbol on the maps. The contrasting components are mentioned in the map
unit descriptions. A few areas of minor components may not have been observed, and
consequently they are not mentioned in the descriptions, especially where the pattern
was so complex that it was impractical to make enough observations to identify all the
soils and miscellaneous areas on the landscape.

The presence of minor components in a map unit in no way diminishes the
usefulness or accuracy of the data. The objective of mapping is not to delineate pure
taxonomic classes but rather to separate the landscape into landforms or landform
segments that have similar use and management requirements. The delineation
of such segments on the map provides sufficient information for the development
of resource plans. If intensive use of small areas is planned, however, onsite
investigation is needed to define and locate the soils and miscellaneous areas.

An identifying symbol precedes the map unit name in the map unit descriptions.
Each description includes general facts about the unit and gives the principal hazards
and limitations to be considered in planning for specific uses.

Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make up a soil series. All the soils
of a series have major horizons that are similar in composition, thickness, and
arrangement. The soils of a given series can differ in texture of the surface layer,
slope, stoniness, salinity, degree of erosion, and other characteristics that affect
their use. On the basis of such differences, a soil series is divided into soil phases.
Most of the areas shown on the detailed soil maps are phases of soil series. The
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name of a soil phase commonly indicates a feature that affects use or management.
For example, Cartago gravelly loamy sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is a phase of the
Cartago series.

Some map units are made up of two or more major soils or miscellaneous
areas. These map units are complexes. A complex consists of two or more soils or
miscellaneous areas in such an intricate pattern or in such small areas that they
cannot be shown separately on the maps. The pattern and proportion of the soils or
miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar in all areas. Goodale-Cartago complex, 0 to
2 percent slopes, is an example.

Table 1 lists each map unit in the park, its major and minor components, and the
percentage of each component in the unit. Map unit composition may not total 100
percent. Other tables give properties of the soils and the limitations, capabilities, and
potentials for many uses. The Glossary defines many of the terms used in describing
the soils or miscellaneous areas.

488047—Cartago gravelly loamy sand, 0 to 2 percent
slopes

Map Unit Setting

Major land resource area (MLRA): 29—Southern Nevada Basin and Range
Elevation: 3,795 to 4,395 feet

Mean annual precipitation: 6 to 8 inches

Mean annual air temperature: 57 to 61 degrees F

Frost-free period: 150 to 200 days

Map Unit Composition

Cartago and similar soils: 85 percent
Dissimilar minor components: 1 percent

Description of Cartago Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Sandy, mixed, thermic Xeric Torriorthents

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Sandy 5-8” P.Z.
(RO29XGO11CA)

Setting

Landform: Alluvial fans

Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 0 to 2 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: East

Aspect range: North to southeast (clockwise)
Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aridic (torric)

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Negligible

Parent material: Alluvium derived from granite
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: Rare

Frequency of ponding: None
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Depth to water table: More than 72 inches

Drainage class: Somewhat excessively drained

Shrink-swell potential: Low (about 1.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Not saline

Sodicity maximum: Not sodic

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 0
Available water capacity: Low (about 4.3 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 6e-4 (nonirrigated); 3s-1 (irrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: No

Hydrologic soil group: A

Vegetation
Existing plants: Fourwing saltbush, Nevada jointfir, winterfat, spiny hopsage, Indian
ricegrass, Fremont’s dalea, and bottlebrush squirreltail

Typical Profile

0 to 14 inches; gravelly loamy sand

14 to 33 inches; gravelly loamy sand and very gravelly loamy sand
33 to 53 inches; gravelly sandy loam

53 to 60 inches; loamy fine sand

Minor Components

Unnamed soils

Percent of map unit: 1 percent
Landform: Drainageways
Representative aspect: North
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes

488048—Cartago gravelly loamy sand, 2 to 5 percent
slopes

Map Unit Setting

Major land resource area (MLRA): 29—Southern Nevada Basin and Range
Elevation: 3,795 to 4,395 feet

Mean annual precipitation: 6 to 8 inches

Mean annual air temperature: 57 to 61 degrees F

Frost-free period: 150 to 200 days

Map Unit Composition

Cartago and similar soils: 85 percent
Dissimilar minor components: 1 percent

Description of Cartago Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Sandy, mixed, thermic Xeric Torriorthents

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Gravelly Loamy Sand 5-8”
P.Z. (R029XG018CA)

Setting

Landform: Alluvial fans

Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 2 to 5 percent
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Down-slope shape: Linear
Across-slope shape: Linear
Representative aspect: Northeast
Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)
Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aridic (torric)

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Negligible

Parent material: Alluvium derived from granite
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: Rare

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: More than 72 inches

Drainage class: Somewhat excessively drained
Shrink-swell potential: Low (about 1.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Not saline

Sodicity maximum: Not sodic

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 0
Available water capacity: Low (about 4.3 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 6e-4 (nonirrigated); 3s-1 (irrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: No

Hydrologic soil group: A

Vegetation
Existing plants: White bursage, bud sagebrush, shadscale, cattle saltbush, winterfat,
and desert needlegrass

Typical Profile

0 to 14 inches; gravelly loamy sand

14 to 33 inches; gravelly loamy sand and very gravelly loamy sand
33 to 53 inches; gravelly sandy loam

53 to 60 inches; loamy fine sand

Minor Components

Unnamed soils

Percent of map unit: 1 percent
Landform: Drainageways
Representative aspect: North
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes

488091—Goodale-Cartago complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes

Map Unit Setting

Major land resource area (MLRA): 29—Southern Nevada Basin and Range
Elevation: 3,700 to 4,500 feet

Mean annual precipitation: 4 to 8 inches

Mean annual air temperature: 57 to 61 degrees F

Frost-free period: 180 to 200 days

Map Unit Composition

Goodale and similar soils: 60 percent
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Cartago and similar soils: 25 percent
Dissimilar minor components: 1 percent

Description of Goodale Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Sandy-skeletal, mixed, thermic Xeric Torriorthents

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Gravelly Loamy Sand 5-8”
P.Z. (R029XG018CA)

Setting

Landform: Fan terraces and alluvial fans
Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 0 to 2 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: Northeast

Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)

Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aridic (torric)

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Negligible

Parent material: Alluvium derived from granite
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: Rare

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: More than 72 inches

Drainage class: Somewhat excessively drained
Shrink-swell potential: Low (about 1.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Not saline

Sodicity maximum: Not sodic

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 0
Available water capacity: Very low (about 1.6 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 7s-1 (nonirrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: No

Hydrologic soil group: A

Vegetation
Existing plants: White bursage, bud sagebrush, shadscale, cattle saltbush, winterfat,
and desert needlegrass

Typical Profile

0 to 2 inches; very gravelly loamy sand

2 to 16 inches; gravelly loamy sand and very gravelly loamy sand
16 to 22 inches; extremely gravelly loamy sand

22 to 60 inches; extremely stony loamy sand

Description of Cartago Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Sandy, mixed, thermic Xeric Torriorthents

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Gravelly Loamy Sand 5-8”
P.Z. (R029XG018CA)
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Setting

Landform: Fan terraces and alluvial fans
Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 0 to 2 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: Northeast

Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)

Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aridic (torric)

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Negligible

Parent material: Alluvium derived from granite
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: Rare

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: More than 72 inches

Drainage class: Somewhat excessively drained
Shrink-swell potential: Low (about 1.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Not saline

Sodicity maximum: Not sodic

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 0
Available water capacity: Very low (about 3.0 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 7e-4 (nonirrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: No

Hydrologic soil group: A

Vegetation
Existing plants: White bursage, bud sagebrush, shadscale, cattle saltbush, winterfat,
and desert needlegrass

Typical Profile
0 to 10 inches; gravelly loamy sand
10 to 60 inches; cobbly loamy sand and gravelly loamy sand

Minor Components

Unnamed soils

Percent of map unit: 1 percent
Landform: Drainageways
Representative aspect: North
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes

488173—Lubkin gravelly loamy sand, 5 to 15 percent
slopes

Map Unit Setting

Major land resource area (MLRA): 29—Southern Nevada Basin and Range
Elevation: 3,795 to 5,400 feet
Mean annual precipitation: 4 to 10 inches
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Mean annual air temperature: 55 to 61 degrees F
Frost-free period: 150 to 200 days

Map Unit Composition

Lubkin and similar soils: 85 percent
Dissimilar minor components: 2 percent

Description of Lubkin Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Loamy-skeletal, mixed, thermic Xeric Haplargids

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Gravelly Loamy Sand 5-8”
P.Z. (R029XG018CA)

Setting

Landform: Fan terraces

Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 5 to 15 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: Northeast

Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)

Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aridic (torric)

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Low

Parent material: Alluvium derived from granite
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: Rare

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: More than 72 inches

Drainage class: Well drained

Shrink-swell potential: Low (about 1.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Not saline

Sodicity maximum: Not sodic

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 0
Available water capacity: Low (about 3.1 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 6e-7 (nonirrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: No

Hydrologic soil group: A

Vegetation
Existing plants: White bursage, bud sagebrush, shadscale, cattle saltbush, winterfat,
and desert needlegrass

Typical Profile

0 to 5 inches; gravelly loamy sand

5 to 26 inches; very stony sandy loam

26 to 46 inches; very cobbly loamy sand
46 to 60 inches; very gravelly loamy sand
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Minor Components

Unnamed soils

Percent of map unit: 2 percent
Landform: Drainageways
Representative aspect: North
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes

488211—Morey family-Winnedumah-Rindge family
complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes

Map Unit Setting

Major land resource area (MLRA): 29—Southern Nevada Basin and Range
Elevation: 3,795 to 3,995 feet

Mean annual precipitation: 5 to 6 inches

Mean annual air temperature: 57 to 61 degrees F

Frost-free period: 180 to 225 days

Map Unit Composition

Morey family and similar soils: 40 percent
Winnedumah and similar soils: 25 percent
Rindge family and similar soils: 20 percent

Description of Morey Family Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Fine-silty, mixed, thermic Typic Argiaquolls

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Saline Meadow
(RO29XG002CA)

Setting

Landform: Stream terraces and alluvial fans
Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 0 to 2 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: Northeast

Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)

Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aquic

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Medium

Parent material: Organic material and/or alluvium derived from mixed sources
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: None

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: More than 72 inches

Drainage class: Well drained

Shrink-swell potential: Moderate (about 4.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Very slightly saline (about 3.0 mmhos/cm)
Sodicity maximum: Sodium adsorption ratio of 3.0
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Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 2
Available water capacity: High (about 10.8 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 7e-5 (nonirrigated); 2s-5 (irrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes

Hydrologic soil group: C

Vegetation
Existing plants: Cattle saltbush, Torrey’s saltbush, inland saltgrass, Baltic rush, and
alkali sacaton

Typical Profile

0 to 5 inches; silt loam

5 to 18 inches; clay loam

18 to 48 inches; clay loam

48 to 60 inches; sandy clay loam

Description of Winnedumah Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Fine-loamy, mixed, thermic Xeric Haplargids

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Sodic Fan 5-8”" P.Z.
(RO29XGO05CA)

Setting

Landform: Stream terraces and fan terraces
Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 0 to 2 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: Northeast

Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)

Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aridic (torric)

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Medium

Parent material: Alluvium derived from mixed sources
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: None

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: More than 72 inches

Drainage class: Well drained

Shrink-swell potential: Moderate (about 4.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Very slightly saline (about 3.0 mmhos/cm)
Sodicity maximum: Sodium adsorption ratio of 7.0

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 3
Available water capacity: High (about 9.5 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 7e-6 (nonirrigated); 3e-3 (irrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: No

Hydrologic soil group: B
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Vegetation
Existing plants: Shadscale, Torrey’s saltbush, inland saltgrass, black greasewood, and
alkali sacaton

Typical Profile

0 to 3 inches; loam

3 to 44 inches; loam

44 to 60 inches; sandy clay loam

Description of Rindge Family Soil

Classification
Soil taxonomic classification: Euic, thermic Typic Medisaprists
Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Wetland (R029XG003CA)

Setting

Landform: Stream terraces and fan terraces
Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread
Slope range: 0 to 2 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: Northeast

Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)

Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aquic

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Low

Parent material: Organic material over alluvium derived from mixed sources
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: None

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: About 18 to 36 inches (see table 21)
Drainage class: Poorly drained

Shrink-swell potential: Moderate (about 4.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Very slightly saline (about 3.0 mmhos/cm)
Sodicity maximum: Sodium adsorption ratio of 7.0

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 3
Available water capacity: High (about 10.0 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 7Tw-2 (nonirrigated); 3w-2 (irrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes

Hydrologic soil group: C

Vegetation
Existing plants: Spikerush, common reed, bulrush, and cattail

Typical Profile

0 to 34 inches; mucky loam

34 to 55 inches; loam

55 to 60 inches; sandy clay loam
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488326—Winnedumah fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent
slopes

Map Unit Setting

Major land resource area (MLRA): 29—Southern Nevada Basin and Range
Elevation: 3,670 to 3,900 feet

Mean annual precipitation: 4 to 6 inches

Mean annual air temperature: 57 to 61 degrees F

Frost-free period: 180 to 220 days

Map Unit Composition

Winnedumah and similar soils: 85 percent
Dissimilar minor components: 6 percent

Description of Winnedumah Soil

Classification

Soil taxonomic classification: Fine-loamy, mixed, thermic Xeric Haplargids

Range site name/ecological site name and identification: Sodic Fan 5-8" P.Z.
(RO29XGO05CA)

Setting

Landform: Stream terraces and lakebeds (relict)
Landform position (two-dimensional): Backslope
Landform position (three-dimensional): Tread and talf
Slope range: 0 to 2 percent

Down-slope shape: Linear

Across-slope shape: Linear

Representative aspect: Northeast

Aspect range: North to east (clockwise)

Soil temperature class: Thermic

Soil temperature regime: Thermic

Soil moisture class: Aridic (torric)

Properties and Qualities

Runoff: Low

Parent material: Alluvium derived from mixed and/or lacustrine deposits
Restrictive feature(s): None within a depth of 60 inches
Frequency of flooding: None

Frequency of ponding: None

Depth to water table: About 48 to 60 inches (see table 21)
Drainage class: Somewhat poorly drained

Shrink-swell potential: Moderate (about 4.5 LEP)

Salinity maximum: Moderately saline (about 12.0 mmhos/cm)
Sodicity maximum: Sodium adsorption ratio of 57.0

Calcium carbonate equivalent (maximum weight percentage): 3
Available water capacity: Moderate (about 6.8 inches)

Interpretive Groups

Land capability subclass: 7s-6 (nonirrigated)
Meets hydric soil criteria: No

Hydrologic soil group: B

Vegetation
Existing plants: Shadscale, Torrey’s saltbush, inland saltgrass, black greasewood, and
alkali sacaton
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Typical Profile

0 to 14 inches; fine sandy loam

14 to 29 inches; fine sandy loam and loam
29 to 38 inches; sandy clay loam

38 to 60 inches; fine sandy loam

Minor Components

Morey family soils

Percent of map unit: 3 percent
Landform: Alluvial fans
Representative aspect: North
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes

Rindge family soils

Percent of map unit: 3 percent
Landform: Alluvial fans
Representative aspect: North
Meets hydric soil criteria: Yes
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Use and Management of the Soils

This soil survey is an inventory and evaluation of the soils in Manzanar National
Historic Site. It can be used to adjust land uses to the limitations and potentials of
natural resources and the environment. Also, it can help to prevent soil-related failures
in land uses.

In preparing a soil survey, soil scientists, conservationists, engineers, and others
collect extensive field data about the nature and behavioral characteristics of the
soils. They collect data on erosion, droughtiness, flooding, and other factors that
affect various soil uses and management. Field experience and collected data on soil
properties and performance are used as a basis in predicting soil behavior.

Information in this section can be used to plan the use and management of
soils as rangeland and as sites for buildings, sanitary facilities, highways and other
transportation systems, and recreational facilities. It can be used to identify the
potentials and limitations of each soil for specific land uses and to help prevent
construction failures caused by unfavorable soil properties.

Planners and others using soil survey information can evaluate the effect of specific
land uses on productivity and on the environment in all or part of the park. The survey
can help planners to maintain or create a land use pattern in harmony with the natural
soil.

Contractors can use this survey to locate sources of sand and gravel, roadfill, and
topsoil. They can use it to identify areas where bedrock, wetness, or very firm soil
layers can cause difficulty in excavation.

Health officials, highway officials, engineers, and others may also find this survey
useful. The survey can help them plan the safe disposal of wastes and locate sites for
pavements, sidewalks, campgrounds, playgrounds, and trees and shrubs.

Interpretive Ratings

The interpretive tables in this survey rate the soils in the park for various uses.
Many of the tables identify the limitations that affect specified uses and indicate the
severity of those limitations. The ratings in these tables are both verbal and numerical.

Rating Class Terms

Rating classes are expressed in the tables in terms that indicate the extent to which
the soils are limited by all of the soil features that affect a specified use or in terms that
indicate the suitability of the soils for the use. Thus, the tables may show limitation
classes or suitability classes. Terms for the limitation classes are not limited, slightly
limited, somewhat limited, and very limited. The suitability ratings are expressed as
well suited, moderately well suited, poorly suited, and unsuited or as good, fair, and
poor.

Numerical Ratings

Numerical ratings in the tables indicate the relative severity of individual limitations.
The ratings are shown as decimal fractions ranging from 0.00 to 1.00. They indicate
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gradations between the point at which a soil feature has the greatest negative impact
on the use and the point at which the soil feature is not a limitation. The limitations
appear in order from the most limiting to the least limiting. Thus, if more than one
limitation is identified, the most severe limitation is listed first and the least severe one
is listed last.

Land Capability Classification

Land capability classification shows, in a general way, the suitability of soils for
most kinds of field crops. Crops that require special management are excluded. The
soils are grouped according to their limitations for field crops, the risk of damage if
they are used for crops, and the way they respond to management. The criteria used
in grouping the soils do not include major and generally expensive landforming that
would change slope, depth, or other characteristics of the soils, nor do they include
possible but unlikely major reclamation projects. Capability classification is not a
substitute for interpretations designed to show suitability and limitations of groups of
soils for rangeland, for forestland, or for engineering purposes.

In the capability system, soils are generally grouped at three levels—capability
class, subclass, and unit (USDA-SCS, 1961).

Capability classes, the broadest groups, are designated by the numbers 1 through
8. The numbers indicate progressively greater limitations and narrower choices for
practical use. The classes are defined as follows:

Class 1 soils have slight limitations that restrict their use.

Class 2 soils have moderate limitations that restrict the choice of plants or that
require moderate conservation practices.

Class 3 soils have severe limitations that restrict the choice of plants or that require
special conservation practices, or both.

Class 4 soils have very severe limitations that restrict the choice of plants or that
require very careful management, or both.

Class 5 soils are subject to little or no erosion but have other limitations, impractical
to remove, that restrict their use mainly to pasture, rangeland, forestland, or wildlife
habitat.

Class 6 soils have severe limitations that make them generally unsuitable for
cultivation and that restrict their use mainly to pasture, rangeland, forestland, or wildlife
habitat.

Class 7 soils have very severe limitations that make them unsuitable for cultivation
and that restrict their use mainly to grazing, forestland, or wildlife habitat.

Class 8 soils and miscellaneous areas have limitations that preclude commercial
plant production and that restrict their use to recreational purposes, wildlife habitat,
watershed, or esthetic purposes.

Capability subclasses are soil groups within one class. They are designated by
adding a small letter, e, w, s, or ¢, to the class numeral, for example, 2e. The letter
e shows that the main hazard is the risk of erosion unless close-growing plant cover
is maintained; w shows that water in or on the soil interferes with plant growth or
cultivation (in some soils the wetness can be partly corrected by artificial drainage); s
shows that the soil is limited mainly because it is shallow, droughty, or stony; and c,
used in only some parts of the United States, shows that the chief limitation is climate
that is very cold or very dry.

In class 1 there are no subclasses because the soils of this class have few
limitations. Class 5 contains only the subclasses indicated by w, s, or ¢ because the
soils in class 5 are subject to little or no erosion. They have other limitations that
restrict their use to pasture, rangeland, forestland, wildlife habitat, or recreation.

The capability classification of map units in this park is given in the section “Detailed
Soil Map Units” and in table 2.
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Prime and Other Important Farmland

Table 3 lists the map units in the park that are considered important farmlands.
Important farmlands consist of prime farmland, unique farmland, and farmland of
statewide or local importance. This list does not constitute a recommendation for a
particular land use.

In an effort to identify the extent and location of important farmlands, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, in cooperation with other interested Federal, State,
and local government organizations, has inventoried land that can be used for the
production of the Nation’s food supply.

Prime farmland is of major importance in meeting the Nation’s short- and long-range
needs for food and fiber. Because the supply of high-quality farmland is limited, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture recognizes that responsible levels of government, as
well as individuals, should encourage and facilitate the wise use of our Nation’s prime
farmland.

Prime farmland, as defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is land that has
the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, feed,
forage, fiber, and oilseed crops and is available for these uses. It could be cultivated
land, pastureland, forestland, or other land, but it is not urban or built-up land or water
areas. The soil quality, growing season, and moisture supply are those needed for the
soil to economically produce sustained high yields of crops when proper management,
including water management, and acceptable farming methods are applied. In
general, prime farmland has an adequate and dependable supply of moisture from
precipitation or irrigation, a favorable temperature and growing season, acceptable
acidity or alkalinity, an acceptable salt and sodium content, and few or no rocks. The
water supply is dependable and of adequate quality. Prime farmland is permeable to
water and air. It is not excessively erodible or saturated with water for long periods,
and it either is not frequently flooded during the growing season or is protected from
flooding. Slope ranges mainly from 0 to 6 percent. More detailed information about
the criteria for prime farmland is available at the local office of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

For some of the soils identified in the table as prime farmland, measures that
overcome a hazard or limitation, such as flooding, wetness, and droughtiness, are
needed. Onsite evaluation is needed to determine whether or not the hazard or
limitation has been overcome by corrective measures.

Arecent trend in land use in some areas has been the loss of some prime farmland
to industrial and urban uses. The loss of prime farmland to other uses puts pressure
on marginal lands, which generally are more erodible, droughty, and less productive
and cannot be easily cultivated.

Unique farmland is land other than prime farmland that is used for the production of
specific high-value food and fiber crops, such as citrus, tree nuts, olives, cranberries,
and other fruits and vegetables. It has the special combination of soil quality, growing
season, moisture supply, temperature, humidity, air drainage, elevation, and aspect
needed for the soil to economically produce sustainable high yields of these crops
when properly managed. The water supply is dependable and of adequate quality.
Nearness to markets is an additional consideration. Unique farmland is not based on
national criteria. It commonly is in areas where there is a special microclimate, such as
the wine country in California.

In some areas, land that does not meet the criteria for prime or unique farmland is
considered to be farmland of statewide importance for the production of food, feed,
fiber, forage, and oilseed crops. The criteria for defining and delineating farmland of
statewide importance are determined by the appropriate State agencies. Generally,
this land includes areas of soils that nearly meet the requirements for prime farmland
and that economically produce high yields of crops when treated and managed
according to acceptable farming methods. Some areas may produce as high a yield
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as prime farmland if conditions are favorable. Farmland of statewide importance may
include tracts of land that have been designated for agriculture by State law.

In some areas that are not identified as having national or statewide importance,
land is considered to be farmland of local importance for the production of food, feed,
fiber, forage, and oilseed crops. This farmland is identified by the appropriate local
agencies. Farmland of local importance may include tracts of land that have been
designated for agriculture by local ordinance.

Hydric Soils

Table 4 lists the map unit components that are rated as hydric soils in the park. This
list can help in planning land uses; however, onsite investigation is recommended to
determine the hydric soils on a specific site (National Research Council, 1995; USDA-
NRCS, 2010).

The three essential characteristics of wetlands are hydrophytic vegetation, hydric
soils, and wetland hydrology (Cowardin and others, 1979; U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, 1987; National Research Council, 1995; Tiner, 1985). Criteria for all of the
characteristics must be met for areas to be identified as wetlands. Undrained hydric
soils that have natural vegetation should support a dominant population of ecological
wetland plant species. Hydric soils that have been converted to other uses should be
capable of being restored to wetlands.

Hydric soils are defined by the National Technical Committee for Hydric Soils
(NTCHS) as soils that formed under conditions of saturation, flooding, or ponding long
enough during the growing season to develop anaerobic conditions in the upper part
(Federal Register, 1994). These soils, under natural conditions, are either saturated
or inundated long enough during the growing season to support the growth and
reproduction of hydrophytic vegetation.

The NTCHS definition identifies general soil properties that are associated with
wetness. In order to determine whether a specific soil is a hydric soil or nonhydric soil,
however, more specific information, such as information about the depth and duration
of the water table, is needed. Thus, criteria that identify those estimated soil properties
unique to hydric soils have been established (Federal Register, 2002). These criteria
are used to identify map unit components that normally are associated with wetlands.
The criteria used are selected estimated soil properties that are described in “Soil
Taxonomy” (Soil Survey Staff, 1999) and “Keys to Soil Taxonomy” (Soil Survey Staff,
2010) and in the “Soil Survey Manual” (Soil Survey Division Staff, 1993).

If soils are wet enough for a long enough period of time to be considered hydric,
they should exhibit certain properties that can be easily observed in the field. These
visible properties are indicators of hydric soils. The indicators used to make onsite
determinations of hydric soils are specified in “Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the
United States” (USDA-NRCS, 2010).

Hydric soils are identified by examining and describing the soil to a depth of about
20 inches. This depth may be greater if determination of an appropriate indicator so
requires. It is always recommended that soils be excavated and described to the
depth necessary for an understanding of the redoximorphic processes. Then, using
the completed soil descriptions, soil scientists can compare the soil features required
by each indicator and specify which indicators have been matched with the conditions
observed in the soil. The soil can be identified as a hydric soil if at least one of the
approved indicators is present.

Map units that are dominantly made up of hydric soils may have small areas, or
inclusions, of nonhydric soils in the higher positions on the landform, and map units
dominantly made up of nonhydric soils may have inclusions of hydric soils in the lower
positions on the landform.

The criteria for hydric soils are represented by codes in the table (for example,
2B3). Definitions for the codes are as follows:
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1. All Histels except for Folistels and Histosols except for Folists.
2. Soils in Aquic suborders, great groups, or subgroups, Albolls suborder,
Historthels great group, Histoturbels great group, Pachic subgroups, or Cumulic
subgroups that:
A. are somewhat poorly drained and have a water table at the surface (0.0
feet) during the growing season, or
B. are poorly drained or very poorly drained and have either:
1) a water table at the surface (0.0 feet) during the growing season if
textures are coarse sand, sand, or fine sand in all layers within a depth of
20 inches, or
2) awater table at a depth of 0.5 foot or less during the growing season
if saturated hydraulic conductivity (K_,) is equal to or greater than 6.0 in/hr
in all layers within a depth of 20 inches, or
3) a water table at a depth of 1.0 foot or less during the growing season
if saturated hydraulic conductivity (K_,) is less than 6.0 in/hr in any layer
within a depth of 20 inches.
3. Soils that are frequently ponded for periods of long or very long duration
during the growing season.
4. Soils that are frequently flooded for periods of long or very long duration
during the growing season.

Range Sites and Ecological Sites

Plant communities are largely dependent on the soil, climate, topography, aspect,
and slope of the landscape, as well as other abiotic features. To better understand
these soil-plant interactions and the effects of selected management practices, the
Natural Resources Conservation Service classifies forestlands and rangelands into
ecological sites. While the vegetation information for Manzanar National Historic Site
is included in this report, true ecological sites have not been developed for this park.
Included are traditional range site descriptions. An explanation of ecological site is
provided below for future reference as the site names in this document will remain the
same for the future ecological sites.

Landscapes of native vegetation are divided into ecological sites for the purposes of
inventory, evaluation, and management. An ecological site, as defined for rangeland,
is a distinctive kind of land with specific physical characteristics that differs from other
kinds of land in its ability to produce a distinctive kind and amount of vegetation.

An ecological site is the product of all the environmental factors responsible for its
development, including parent material, landscape, climate, soils, living organisms,
hydrology, fire, and time in place. Ecological site descriptions contain information
on each of these environmental factors. Included are brief descriptions of: a)
physiographic and climatic features; b) major identifiable plant community types
that may occupy the site, including the reference plant community; c) total annual
production; d) ecological dynamics of the plant communities; €) soils and their main
properties; and f) site interpretations and general management considerations for
wildlife, hydrology, recreation, fire, esthetics, and restoration or revegetation.

The reference plant community for a site has evolved under natural ecological
processes and disturbances and is considered to be at the highest natural site
potential under the current climate. It has developed on the site as a result of all site-
forming factors and is best adapted to the unique combination of environmental factors
associated with the site. Natural disturbances, such as fire, drought, herbivory, and
flooding, were inherent in the development and maintenance of the reference plant
community. Plant communities that have been subject to anthropogenic disturbances
or physical site deterioration or have been protected from the natural disturbances do
not typify the reference state and may exist in a stable or steady state that is different
from the reference plant community.
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The reference plant community of an ecological site is not a precise assemblage
of species for which the proportions are the same from place to place or from year to
year. In all plant communities, the productivity and occurrence of individual species
vary. Special boundaries of the communities can be recognized by characteristic
patterns of species composition, association, and community structure. Generally,
one species or group of species dominates the site and the stability within the natural
dynamics or disturbances of the site allows the species to be used as the factor that
distinguishes one site from another.

At times, the extent of the less frequently occurring plants may increase on a site
or plants not formerly occurring in the reference community may invade the site. The
presence or abundance of these plants may fluctuate greatly because of the ability
of the plants to adapt to the differences in the microenvironment, weather conditions,
soil alterations, or human actions. Using these species for site identification can be
misleading; thus they should not be used to differentiate sites.

The following ecological site inventory methods are used in determining the
characteristic plant communities of an ecological site:

1. Identification and evaluation of reference and/or relict sites with similar plant
communities and associated soils.

2. Interpolation and extrapolation of plant, soil, and climatic data from existing
historic reference areas along a continuum to other points on that continuum for which
no suitable reference community is available.

3. Evaluation and comparison of the same ecological site that occurs in different
areas but that has experienced different levels of disturbance and management.
Further comparison is made with areas that are not disturbed.

4. Evaluation and interpretation of research data dealing with the ecology,
management, and soils in areas of the plant communities.

5. Review of historical accounts, survey and military records, and botanical
literature of the areas.

The initial description of the reference state should be considered an approximation
subject to modification as additional knowledge is gained or discovered.

Plant communities change along environmental gradients. When changes in soils,
aspect, topography, or moisture conditions are abrupt, the plant community boundaries
will be reasonably distinct. Boundaries are less distinct where the plant communities
change gradually over wide environmental gradients of relatively uniform soils and
topography. Thus, the need for site differentiation may not be readily apparent until the
cumulative impact of soil, topography, hydrology, or climate is examined over a broad
area. Frequently, such differences are reflected first in production and second in the
kinds and proportions of a plant species making up the core of the plant community.
In some cases, the boundaries that are drawn between ecological sites along a
continuum of closely related soils and a gradually changing climate are somewhat
arbitrary.

The following criteria are used to differentiate one ecological site from another:

1. Significant differences in the species or species groups that are in the
characteristic plant community.

2. Significant differences in the relative proportion of species or species groups in
the characteristic plant community.

3. Significant differences in the total annual production or site index of the
characteristic plant community.

4. Soil factors that determine plant production and composition, the hydrology
of the site, and the functioning of the ecological process of the water cycle, mineral
cycles, and energy flow.

Differences in kind, proportion, and production of plants are the result of differences
in soil, topography, climate, and other environmental factors. Slight variations in
these factors are not criteria for site differentiation. Individual environmental factors
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are frequently associated with significant differences in reference plant communities.
For differentiation into a distinct site to occur, the differences in the environmental
factors must be great enough to affect the kinds, amounts, and proportions of the plant
community.

Forestland is a spatially defined site where the reference community has at least 25
percent canopy cover. The reference community is the present-day climax community
that most resembles the forest conditions prior to European contact. It developed
with natural disturbances such as drought, fire, and insects. Several other plant
communities may be present during the seral stages of development. Vegetation
on forestland provides many habitat components, assists in controlling soil erosion,
is suitable for grazing or browsing by wildlife, and offers scenic and recreational
opportunities. Forestland is environmentally and economically important. For more
information about NRCS national forestry policies, see the NRCS “National Forestry
Manual,” which is available online at http://soils.usda.gov/technical/nfmanual/.

The reference community for a rangeland ecological site does not have the potential
to produce at least 25 percent canopy cover. Several other plant communities may be
present during phases of development or altered conditions. Vegetation on rangeland
provides many habitat components, assists in controlling soil erosion, is suitable
for grazing or browsing by wildlife and domestic animals, and offers scenic and
recreational opportunities. Rangeland is environmentally and economically important.

Table 5 lists the map unit symbol and each map unit component’s name and
percent of map unit alongside the range/ecological site name, site type (forestland or
rangeland), and range/ecological site number. Approved ecological site descriptions
are available online at http://esis.sc.egov.usda.gov/. These descriptions are dynamic
documents that are constantly updated as new research and data is gained; thus, the
online version will be the most recent version of the descriptions.

Landscape, Parent Material, and Range/Ecological Site

Table 6 displays information related to the range/ecological sites that are correlated
to each soil in a map unit.

Percent of the map unit is the extent of the named soil in the map unit.

Slope is the inclination of the land surface from the horizontal. Percentage of slope
is the vertical distance divided by horizontal distance, then multiplied by 100. Thus,

a slope of 20 percent is a drop of 20 feet in 100 feet of horizontal distance. The table
shows the low and high range of slope for the named component or soil.

Elevation is the height of an object or area on the earth’s surface in reference to
a fixed reference point, such as mean sea level. The typical low and high range of
elevation is displayed for each soil.

MAP is the mean annual precipitation for areas of the soil in the map unit.

Landform is a specific shape of the earth in the area where a soil typically occurs.
Examples are a mountain summit and a valley bottom.

Parent material is the material in which soils formed. Examples are the underlying
geological material (including bedrock), a surficial deposit (such as volcanic ash), and
organic material. Soils inherit their chemical and physical properties from the parent
material.

Range/ecological site name and number is the range/ecological site name and
unique reference number that are correlated to the named soil in the map unit.

Rangeland

In areas that have similar climate and topography, differences in the kind and
amount of vegetation produced on rangeland are closely related to the kind of soil.
Effective management is based on the relationship between the soils and vegetation
and water.
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Table 7 shows, for each soil that supports rangeland vegetation, the ecological site
and the potential annual production of vegetation in favorable, normal, and unfavorable
years. An explanation of the column headings in table 7 follows.

A range/ecological site is the product of all the environmental factors responsible for
its development. It has characteristic soils that have developed over time throughout
the soil development process; a characteristic hydrology, particularly infiltration and
runoff, that has developed over time; and a characteristic plant community (kind and
amount of vegetation). The hydrology of a site is influenced by development of the soil
and plant community. The vegetation, soils, and hydrology are all interrelated. Each
is influenced by the others and influences the development of the others. The plant
community on a site is typified by an association of species that differs from that of
other sites in the kind and/or proportion of species or in total production. Descriptions
of ecological sites are provided in the “Field Office Technical Guide,” which is available
in local offices of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Total dry-weight production is the amount of vegetation that can be expected to
grow annually on well managed rangeland that is supporting the potential natural plant
community. It includes all vegetation, whether or not it is palatable to grazing animals.
It includes the current year’s growth of leaves, twigs, and fruits of woody plants. It
does not include the increase in stem diameter of trees and shrubs. It is expressed in
pounds per acre of air-dry vegetation for favorable, normal, and unfavorable years.

In a favorable year, the amount and distribution of precipitation and the temperatures
make growing conditions substantially better than average. In a normal year, growing
conditions are about average. In an unfavorable year, growing conditions are well
below average, generally because of low available soil moisture. Yields are adjusted to
a common percent of air-dry moisture content.

Range management requires a knowledge of the kinds of soil and of the potential
natural plant community. It also requires an evaluation of the present range similarity
index and rangeland trend. Range similarity index is determined by comparing the
present plant community with the potential natural plant community on a particular
rangeland ecological site. The more closely the existing community resembles
the potential community, the higher the range similarity index. Rangeland trend is
defined as the direction of change in an existing plant community relative to the
potential natural plant community. Further information about the range similarity index
and rangeland trend is available in chapter 4 of the “National Range and Pasture
Handbook,” which is available in local offices of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

The objective in range management is to control grazing so that the plants growing
on a site are about the same in kind and amount as the potential natural plant
community for that site. Such management generally results in the optimum production
of vegetation, control of undesirable brush species, conservation of water, and control
of erosion. Sometimes, however, an area with a range similarity index somewhat
below the potential meets grazing needs, provides wildlife habitat, and protects soil
and water resources.

Land Management

In table 8, parts | through 1V, interpretive ratings are given for various aspects of
land management. The ratings are both verbal and numerical.

Some rating class terms indicate the degree to which the soils are suited to a
specified land management practice. Well suited indicates that the soil has features
that are favorable for the specified practice and has no limitations. Good performance
can be expected, and little or no maintenance is needed. Moderately suited indicates
that the soil has features that are moderately favorable for the specified practice. One
or more soil properties are less than desirable, and fair performance can be expected.
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Some maintenance is needed. Poorly suited indicates that the soil has one or more
properties that are unfavorable for the specified practice. Overcoming the unfavorable
properties requires special design, extra maintenance, and costly alteration. Unsuited
indicates that the expected performance of the soil is unacceptable for the specified
practice or that extreme measures are needed to overcome the undesirable soil
properties.

Numerical ratings in the table indicate the severity of individual limitations. The
ratings are shown as decimal fractions ranging from 0.01 to 1.00. They indicate
gradations between the point at which a soil feature has the greatest negative impact
on the specified land management practice (1.00) and the point at which the soil
feature is not a limitation (0.00).

Rating class terms for fire damage and seedling mortality are expressed as low,
moderate, and high. Where these terms are used, the numerical ratings indicate
gradations between the point at which the potential for fire damage or seedling
mortality is highest (1.00) and the point at which the potential is lowest (0.00).

Rating class terms for hazard of erosion are expressed as slight, moderate,
severe, and very severe. Where these terms are used, the numerical ratings indicate
gradations between the point at which the potential for erosion is highest (1.00) and
the point at which the potential is lowest (0.00).

The paragraphs that follow indicate the soil properties considered in rating the soils
for land management practices.

Ratings in the columns suitability for hand planting and suitability for mechanical
planting are based on slope, depth to a restrictive layer, content of sand, plasticity
index, rock fragments on or below the surface, depth to a water table, and ponding.
The soils are described as well suited, moderately suited, poorly suited, or unsuited to
these methods of planting. It is assumed that necessary site preparation is completed
before seedlings are planted.

Ratings in the column soil rutting hazard are based on depth to a water table, rock
fragments on or below the surface, the Unified classification, depth to a restrictive
layer, and slope. Ruts form as a result of the operation of planting equipment. The
hazard is described as slight, moderate, or severe. A rating of slight indicates that the
soil is subject to little or no rutting, moderate indicates that rutting is likely, and severe
indicates that ruts form readily.

Ratings in the column hazard of erosion are based on slope and on soil erodibility
factor K. The soil loss is caused by sheet or rill erosion in areas where 50 to 75
percent of the surface has been exposed by different kinds of disturbance. The hazard
is described as slight, moderate, severe, or very severe. A rating of slight indicates that
erosion is unlikely under ordinary climatic conditions; moderate indicates that some
erosion is likely and that erosion-control measures may be needed; severe indicates
that erosion is very likely and that erosion-control measures, including revegetation of
bare areas, are advised; and very severe indicates that significant erosion is expected,
loss of soil productivity and off-site damage are likely, and erosion-control measures
are costly and generally impractical.

Ratings in the column hazard of erosion on roads and trails are based on the
soil erodibility factor K, slope, and content of rock fragments. The ratings apply to
unsurfaced roads and trails. The hazard is described as slight, moderate, or severe. A
rating of slight indicates that little or no erosion is likely; moderate indicates that some
erosion is likely, that the roads or trails may require occasional maintenance, and that
simple erosion-control measures are needed; and severe indicates that significant
erosion is expected, that the roads or trails require frequent maintenance, and that
costly erosion-control measures are needed.

Ratings in the column suitability for roads (natural surface) are based on slope, rock
fragments on the surface, plasticity index, content of sand, the Unified classification,
depth to a water table, ponding, flooding, and the hazard of soil slippage. The ratings
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indicate the suitability for using the natural surface of the soil for roads. The soils are
described as well suited, moderately suited, or poorly suited to this use.

Ratings in the column suitability for mechanical site preparation (deep) are based
on slope, depth to a restrictive layer, rock fragments on or below the surface, depth
to a water table, and ponding. The soils are described as well suited, poorly suited, or
unsuited to this management activity. The part of the soil from the surface to a depth of
about 3 feet is considered in the ratings.

Ratings in the column suitability for mechanical site preparation (surface) are based
on slope, depth to a restrictive layer, plasticity index, rock fragments on or below the
surface, depth to a water table, and ponding. The soils are described as well suited,
poorly suited, or unsuited to this management activity. The part of the soil from the
surface to a depth of about 1 foot is considered in the ratings.

Ratings in the column potential for damage to soil by fire are based on texture of
the surface layer, content of rock fragments and organic matter in the surface layer,
thickness of the surface layer, and slope. The soils are described as having a low,
moderate, or high potential for this kind of damage. The ratings indicate an evaluation
of the potential impact of prescribed fires or wildfires that are intense enough to
remove the duff layer and consume organic matter in the surface layer.

Ratings in the column potential for seedling mortality are based on flooding,
ponding, depth to a water table, content of lime, reaction, salinity, available water
capacity, soil moisture regime, soil temperature regime, aspect, and slope. The soils
are described as having a low, moderate, or high potential for seedling mortality.

Recreation

The soils of the park are rated in table 9, parts | and Il, according to limitations that
affect their suitability for recreation. The ratings are both verbal and numerical. Rating
class terms indicate the extent to which the soils are limited by all of the soil features
that affect the recreational uses. Not limited indicates that the soil has features that are
very favorable for the specified use. Good performance and very low maintenance can
be expected. Somewhat limited indicates that the soil has features that are moderately
favorable for the specified use. The limitations can be overcome or minimized by
special planning, design, or installation. Fair performance and moderate maintenance
can be expected. Very limited indicates that the soil has one or more features that
are unfavorable for the specified use. The limitations generally cannot be overcome
without major soil reclamation, special design, or expensive installation procedures.
Poor performance and high maintenance can be expected.

Numerical ratings in the table indicate the severity of individual limitations. The
ratings are shown as decimal fractions ranging from 0.01 to 1.00. They indicate
gradations between the point at which a soil feature has the greatest negative impact
on the use (1.00) and the point at which the soil feature is not a limitation (0.00).

The ratings in the table are based on restrictive soil features, such as wetness,
slope, and texture of the surface layer. Susceptibility to flooding is considered.

Not considered in the ratings, but important in evaluating a site, are the location

and accessibility of the area, the size and shape of the area and its scenic quality,
vegetation, access to water, potential water impoundment sites, and access to public
sewer lines. The capacity of the soil to absorb septic tank effluent and the ability of
the soil to support vegetation also are important. Soils that are subject to flooding are
limited for recreational uses by the duration and intensity of flooding and the season
when flooding occurs. In planning recreational facilities, onsite assessment of the
height, duration, intensity, and frequency of flooding is essential.

The information in table 9 can be supplemented by other information in this survey,
for example, interpretations for building site development, construction materials, and
water management.
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Camp areas require site preparation, such as shaping and leveling the tent and
parking areas, stabilizing roads and intensively used areas, and installing sanitary
facilities and utility lines. Camp areas are subject to heavy foot traffic and some
vehicular traffic. The ratings are based on the soil properties that affect the ease of
developing camp areas and the performance of the areas after development. Slope,
stoniness, and depth to bedrock or a cemented pan are the main concerns affecting
the development of camp areas. The soil properties that affect the performance of the
areas after development are those that influence trafficability and promote the growth
of vegetation, especially in heavily used areas. For good trafficability, the surface of
camp areas should absorb rainfall readily, remain firm under heavy foot traffic, and
not be dusty when dry. The soil properties that influence trafficability are texture of the
surface layer, depth to a water table, ponding, flooding, permeability, and large stones.
The soil properties that affect the growth of plants are depth to bedrock or a cemented
pan, permeability, and toxic substances in the soil.

Picnic areas are subject to heavy foot traffic. Most vehicular traffic is confined to
access roads and parking areas. The ratings are based on the soil properties that
affect the ease of developing picnic areas and that influence trafficability and the
growth of vegetation after development. Slope and stoniness are the main concerns
affecting the development of picnic areas. For good trafficability, the surface of picnic
areas should absorb rainfall readily, remain firm under heavy foot traffic, and not be
dusty when dry. The soil properties that influence trafficability are texture of the surface
layer, depth to a water table, ponding, flooding, permeability, and large stones. The
soil properties that affect the growth of plants are depth to bedrock or a cemented pan,
permeability, and toxic substances in the soil.

Foot traffic and equestrian trails for hiking and horseback riding should require little
or no slope modification through cutting and filling. The ratings are based on the soil
properties that affect trafficability and erodibility. These properties are stoniness, depth
to a water table, ponding, flooding, slope, and texture of the surface layer.

Mountain bike and off-road vehicle trails require little or no site preparation. They
are not covered with surfacing material or vegetation. Considerable compaction of
the soil material is likely. The ratings are based on the soil properties that influence
erodibility, trafficability, dustiness, and the ease of revegetation. These properties are
stoniness, depth to a water table, ponding, slope, flooding, and texture of the surface
layer.

Engineering

This section provides information for planning land uses related to urban
development and to water management. Soils are rated for various uses, and the
most limiting features are identified. Ratings are given for building site development,
landscaping, sanitary facilities, construction materials, and water management. The
ratings are based on observed performance of the soils and on the estimated data and
test data in the “Soil Properties” section.

Information in this section is intended for land use planning, for evaluating land use
alternatives, and for planning site investigations prior to design and construction. The
information, however, has limitations. For example, estimates and other data generally
apply only to that part of the soil between the surface and a depth of 5 to 7 feet.
Because of the map scale, small areas of different soils may be included within the
mapped areas of a specific soil.

The information is not site specific and does not eliminate the need for onsite
investigation of the soils or for testing and analysis by personnel experienced in the
design and construction of engineering works.

Government ordinances and regulations that restrict certain land uses or impose
specific design criteria were not considered in preparing the information in this section.
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Local ordinances and regulations should be considered in planning, in site selection,
and in design.

Soil properties, site features, and observed performance were considered in
determining the ratings in this section. During the fieldwork for this soil survey,
determinations were made about particle-size distribution, liquid limit, plasticity index,
soil reaction, depth to bedrock, hardness of bedrock within 5 to 7 feet of the surface,
soil wetness, depth to a water table, ponding, slope, likelihood of flooding, natural
soil structure aggregation, and soil density. Data were collected about kinds of clay
minerals, mineralogy of the sand and silt fractions, and the kinds of adsorbed cations.
Estimates were made for erodibility, permeability, corrosivity, shrink-swell potential,
available water capacity, and other behavioral characteristics affecting engineering
uses.

This information can be used to evaluate the potential of areas for residential,
commercial, and recreational uses; make preliminary estimates of construction
conditions; evaluate alternative routes for roads, streets, highways, pipelines, and
underground cables; evaluate alternative sites for septic tank absorption fields and
sewage lagoons; plan detailed onsite investigations of soils and geology; locate
potential sources of gravel, sand, earthfill, and topsoil; plan drainage systems, ponds,
and other structures for soil and water conservation; and predict performance of
proposed small structures and pavements by comparing the performance of existing
similar structures on the same or similar soils.

The information in the tables, along with the soil map, the soil descriptions, and
other data provided in this survey, can be used to make additional interpretations.

Some of the terms used in this soil survey have a special meaning in soil science
and are defined in the Glossary.

Dwellings and Small Commercial Buildings

Soil properties influence the development of building sites, including the selection
of the site, the design of the structure, construction, performance after construction,
and maintenance. Table 10 shows the degree and kind of soil limitations that affect
dwellings and small commercial buildings.

The ratings in the table are both verbal and numerical. Rating class terms indicate
the extent to which the soils are limited by all of the soil features that affect building site
development. Not limited indicates that the soil has features that are very favorable
for the specified use. Good performance and very low maintenance can be expected.
Somewhat limited indicates that the soil has features that are moderately favorable for
the specified use. The limitations can be overcome or minimized by special planning,
design, or installation. Fair performance and moderate maintenance can be expected.
Very limited indicates that the soil has one or more features that are unfavorable for
the specified use. The limitations generally cannot be overcome without major soil
reclamation, special design, or expensive installation procedures. Poor performance
and high maintenance can be expected.

Numerical ratings in the table indicate the severity of individual limitations. The
ratings are shown as decimal fractions ranging from 0.01 to 1.00. They indicate
gradations between the point at which a soil feature has the greatest negative impact
on the use (1.00) and the point at which the soil feature is not a limitation (0.00).

Dwellings are single-family houses of three stories or less. For dwellings without
basements, the foundation is assumed to consist of spread footings of reinforced
concrete built on undisturbed soil at a depth of 2 feet or at the depth of maximum frost
penetration, whichever is deeper. For dwellings with basements, the foundation is
assumed to consist of spread footings of reinforced concrete built on undisturbed soil
at a depth of about 7 feet. The ratings for dwellings are based on the soil properties
that affect the capacity of the soil to support a load without movement and on the
properties that affect excavation and construction costs. The properties that affect the
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load-supporting capacity include depth to a water table, ponding, flooding, subsidence,
linear extensibility (shrink-swell potential), and compressibility. Compressibility is
inferred from the Unified classification. The properties that affect the ease and amount
of excavation include depth to a water table, ponding, flooding, slope, depth to bedrock
or a cemented pan, hardness of bedrock or a cemented pan, and the amount and size
of rock fragments.

Small commercial buildings are structures that are less than three stories high and
do not have basements. The foundation is assumed to consist of spread footings of
reinforced concrete built on undisturbed soil at a depth of 2 feet or at the depth of
maximum frost penetration, whichever is deeper. The ratings are based on the soil
properties that affect the capacity of the soil to support a load without movement and
on the properties that affect excavation and construction costs. The properties that
affect the load-supporting capacity include depth to a water table, ponding, flooding,
subsidence, linear extensibility (shrink-swell potential), and compressibility (which is
inferred from the Unified classification). The properties that affect the ease and amount
of excavation include flooding, depth to a water table, ponding, slope, depth to bedrock
or a cemented pan, hardness of bedrock or a cemented pan, and the amount and size
of rock fragments.

Roads and Streets, Shallow Excavations, and Landscaping

Soil properties influence the development of building sites, including the selection of
the site, the design of the structure, construction, performance after construction, and
maintenance. Table 11 shows the degree and kind of soil limitations that affect local
roads and streets, shallow excavations, and landscaping.

The ratings in the table are both verbal and numerical. Rating class terms indicate
the extent to which the soils are limited by all of the soil features that affect building site
development. Not limited indicates that the soil has features that are very favorable
for the specified use. Good performance and very low maintenance can be expected.
Somewhat limited indicates that the soil has features that are moderately favorable for
the specified use. The limitations can be overcome or minimized by special planning,
design, or installation. Fair performance and moderate maintenance can be expected.
Very limited indicates that the soil has one or more features that are unfavorable for
the specified use. The limitations generally cannot be overcome without major soil
reclamation, special design, or expensive installation procedures. Poor performance
and high maintenance can be expected.

Numerical ratings in the table indicate the severity of individual limitations. The
ratings are shown as decimal fractions ranging from 0.01 to 1.00. They indicate
gradations between the point at which a soil feature has the greatest negative impact
on the use (1.00) and the point at which the soil feature is not a limitation (0.00).

Local roads and streets have an all-weather surface and carry automobile and
light truck traffic all year. They have a subgrade of cut or fill soil material; a base of
gravel, crushed rock, or soil material stabilized by lime or cement; and a surface of
flexible material (asphalt), rigid material (concrete), or gravel with a binder. The ratings
are based on the soil properties that affect the ease of excavation and grading and
the traffic-supporting capacity. The properties that affect the ease of excavation and
grading are depth to bedrock or a cemented pan, hardness of bedrock or a cemented
pan, depth to a water table, ponding, flooding, the amount of large stones, and slope.
The properties that affect the traffic-supporting capacity are soil strength (as inferred
from the AASHTO group index number), subsidence, linear extensibility (shrink-swell
potential), the potential for frost action, depth to a water table, and ponding.

Shallow excavations are trenches or holes dug to a maximum depth of 5 or 6 feet
for graves, utility lines, open ditches, or other purposes. The ratings are based on
the soil properties that influence the ease of digging and the resistance to sloughing.
Depth to bedrock or a cemented pan, hardness of bedrock or a cemented pan, the
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amount of large stones, and dense layers influence the ease of digging, filling, and
compacting. Depth to the seasonal high water table, flooding, and ponding may
restrict the period when excavations can be made. Slope influences the ease of using
machinery. Soil texture, depth to the water table, and linear extensibility (shrink-swell
potential) influence the resistance to sloughing.

Landscaping requires soils on which turf, trees, and shrubs can be established and
maintained. Irrigation is not considered in the ratings. The ratings are based on the soil
properties that affect plant growth and trafficability after vegetation is established. The
properties that affect plant growth are reaction; depth to a water table; ponding; depth
to bedrock or a cemented pan; the available water capacity in the upper 40 inches; the
content of salts, sodium, or calcium carbonate; and sulfidic materials. The properties
that affect trafficability are flooding, depth to a water table, ponding, slope, stoniness,
and the amount of sand, clay, or organic matter in the surface layer.

Sewage Disposal

Table 12 shows the degree and kind of soil limitations that affect septic tank
absorption fields and sewage lagoons. The ratings are both verbal and numerical.
Rating class terms indicate the extent to which the soils are limited by all of the soil
features that affect these uses. Not limited indicates that the soil has features that are
very favorable for the specified use. Good performance and very low maintenance can
be expected. Somewhat limited indicates that the soil has features that are moderately
favorable for the specified use. The limitations can be overcome or minimized by
special planning, design, or installation. Fair performance and moderate maintenance
can be expected. Very limited indicates that the soil has one or more features that
are unfavorable for the specified use. The limitations generally cannot be overcome
without major soil reclamation, special design, or expensive installation procedures.
Poor performance and high maintenance can be expected.

Numerical ratings in the table indicate the severity of individual limitations. The
ratings are shown as decimal fractions ranging from 0.01 to 1.00. They indicate
gradations between the point at which a soil feature has the greatest negative impact
on the use (1.00) and the point at which the soil feature is not a limitation (0.00).

Septic tank absorption fields are areas in which effluent from a septic tank is
distributed into the soil through subsurface tiles or perforated pipe. Only that part of
the soil between depths of 24 and 72 inches or between a depth of 24 inches and a
restrictive layer is evaluated. The ratings are based on the soil properties that affect
absorption of the effluent, construction and maintenance of the system, and public
health. Saturated hydraulic conductivity (K_,), depth to a water table, ponding, depth to
bedrock or a cemented pan, and flooding affect absorption of the effluent. Stones and
boulders, ice, and bedrock or a cemented pan interfere with installation. Subsidence
interferes with installation and maintenance. Excessive slope may cause lateral
seepage and surfacing of the effluent in downslope areas.

Some soils are underlain by loose sand and gravel or fractured bedrock at a depth
of less than 4 feet below the distribution lines. In these soils the absorption field may
not adequately filter the effluent, particularly when the system is new. As a result, the
ground water may become contaminated.

Sewage lagoons are shallow ponds constructed to hold sewage while aerobic
bacteria decompose the solid and liquid wastes. Lagoons should have a nearly
level floor surrounded by cut slopes or embankments of compacted soil. Nearly
impervious soil material for the lagoon floor and sides is required to minimize seepage
and contamination of ground water. Considered in the ratings are slope, saturated
hydraulic conductivity (K_, ), depth to a water table, ponding, depth to bedrock or a
cemented pan, flooding, large stones, and content of organic matter.

Saturated hydraulic conductivity (K_,) is a critical property affecting the suitability
for sewage lagoons. Most porous soils eventually become sealed when they are used
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as sites for sewage lagoons. Until sealing occurs, however, the hazard of pollution is
severe. Soils that have a K, rate of more than 14 micrometers per second are too
porous for the proper functioning of sewage lagoons. In these soils, seepage of the
effluent can result in contamination of the ground water. Ground-water contamination
is also a hazard if fractured bedrock is within a depth of 40 inches, if the water table
is high enough to raise the level of sewage in the lagoon, or if floodwater overtops the
lagoon.

A high content of organic matter is detrimental to proper functioning of the lagoon
because it inhibits aerobic activity. Slope, bedrock, and cemented pans can cause
construction problems, and large stones can hinder compaction of the lagoon floor. If
the lagoon is to be uniformly deep throughout, the slope must be gentle enough and
the soil material must be thick enough over bedrock or a cemented pan to make land
smoothing practical.

Source of Gravel and Sand

Table 13 gives information about the soils as potential sources of gravel and sand.
Normal compaction, minor processing, and other standard construction practices are
assumed.

Gravel and sand are natural aggregates suitable for commercial use with a
minimum of processing. They are used in many kinds of construction. Specifications
for each use vary widely. Only the likelihood of finding material in suitable quantity is
evaluated. The suitability of the material for specific purposes is not evaluated, nor are
factors that affect excavation of the material. The properties used to evaluate the soll
as a source of sand or gravel are gradation of grain sizes (as indicated by the Unified
classification of the sail), the thickness of suitable material, and the content of rock
fragments. If the bottom layer of the soil contains sand or gravel, the soil is considered
a likely source regardless of thickness. The assumption is that the sand or gravel layer
below the depth of observation exceeds the minimum thickness. The ratings are for
the whole soil, from the surface to a depth of about 6 feet.

The soils are rated good, fair, or poor as potential sources of sand and gravel. A
rating of good or fair means that the source material is likely to be in or below the soil.
The bottom layer and the thickest layer of the soils are assigned numerical ratings.
These ratings indicate the likelihood that the layer is a source of sand or gravel. The
number 0.00 indicates that the layer is a poor source. The number 1.00 indicates that
the layer is a good source. A number between 0.00 and 1.00 indicates the degree to
which the layer is a likely source.

Source of Reclamation Material, Roadfill, and Topsoil

Table 14 gives information about the soils as potential sources of reclamation
material, roadfill, and topsoil. Normal compaction, minor processing, and other
standard construction practices are assumed.

The soils are rated good, fair, or poor as potential sources of reclamation material,
roadfill, and topsoil. The features that limit the soils as sources of these materials are
specified in the table. Numerical ratings between 0.00 and 0.99 are given after the
specified features. These numbers indicate the degree to which the features limit the
soils as sources of topsoil, reclamation material, or roadfill. The lower the number, the
greater the limitation.

Reclamation material is used in areas that have been drastically disturbed by
surface mining or similar activities. When these areas are reclaimed, layers of soll
material or unconsolidated geological material, or both, are replaced in a vertical
sequence. The reconstructed soil favors plant growth. The ratings in the table do not
apply to quarries and other mined areas that require an offsite source of reconstruction
material. The ratings are based on the soil properties that affect erosion and stability
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of the surface and the productive potential of the reconstructed soil. These properties
include the content of sodium, salts, and calcium carbonate; reaction; available water
capacity; erodibility; texture; content of rock fragments; and content of organic matter
and other features that affect fertility.

Roadfill is soil material that is excavated in one place and used in road
embankments in another place. In this table, the soils are rated as a source of roadfill
for low embankments, generally less than 6 feet high and less exacting in design than
higher embankments. The ratings are for the whole soil, from the surface to a depth
of about 5 feet. It is assumed that soil layers will be mixed when the soil material is
excavated and spread.

The ratings are based on the amount of suitable material and on soil properties
that affect the ease of excavation and the performance of the material after it is in
place. The thickness of the suitable material is a major consideration. The ease of
excavation is affected by large stones, depth to a water table, and slope. How well the
soil performs in place after it has been compacted and drained is determined by its
strength (as inferred from the AASHTO classification of the soil) and linear extensibility
(shrink-swell potential).

Topsoil is used to cover an area so that vegetation can be established and
maintained. The upper 40 inches of a soil is evaluated for use as topsoil. Also
evaluated is the reclamation potential of the borrow area. The ratings are based on the
soil properties that affect plant growth; the ease of excavating, loading, and spreading
the material; and reclamation of the borrow area. Toxic substances, soil reaction, and
the properties that are inferred from soil texture, such as available water capacity and
fertility, affect plant growth. The ease of excavating, loading, and spreading is affected
by rock fragments, slope, depth to a water table, soil texture, and thickness of suitable
material. Reclamation of the borrow area is affected by slope, depth to a water table,
rock fragments, depth to bedrock or a cemented pan, and toxic material.

The surface layer of most soils is generally preferred for topsoil because of its
organic matter content. Organic matter greatly increases the absorption and retention
of moisture and nutrients for plant growth.

Ponds and Embankments

Table 15 gives information on the soil properties and site features that affect water
management. The degree and kind of soil limitations are given for pond reservoir
areas; embankments, dikes, and levees; and aquifer-fed excavated ponds. The ratings
are both verbal and numerical. Rating class terms indicate the extent to which the soils
are limited by all of the soil features that affect these uses. Not limited indicates that
the soil has features that are very favorable for the specified use. Good performance
and very low maintenance can be expected. Somewhat limited indicates that the soll
has features that are moderately favorable for the specified use. The limitations can be
overcome or minimized by special planning, design, or installation. Fair performance
and moderate maintenance can be expected. Very limited indicates that the soil
has one or more features that are unfavorable for the specified use. The limitations
generally cannot be overcome without major soil reclamation, special design, or
expensive installation procedures. Poor performance and high maintenance