
Archaeological and Soil Health Initiatives in Maryland  
The Research and Laboratory Staff of the National Soil Survey Center and the Maryland State NRCS 

Office recently completed geophysical investigations at the “Goshen Farm” in Annapolis, Maryland.  

Goshen Farm, which dates back to the mid to late 1700s, is on the Maryland Register of Historic Places.  

Many of the farm’s former structures have disappeared and the full extent of the archaeological site is 

presently unknown.  The farm house and the surrounding acreage are presently owned by the Anne 

Arundel Board of Education with the land leased to the Goshen Farm Preservation Society.   A 

conservation plan and co-operative agreement has been proposed involving the Goshen Farm Preservation 

Society, the Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District, and the Maryland NRCS.  As part of this plan and 

vision, an education program that emphasizes soils and soil health has been proposed.  Ground-

penetrating radar and electromagnetic induction were used to identify areas having buried cultural 

features and also areas free of major artifacts, which could be used for a proposed outdoor education and 

soil-health pit.  These geophysical tools, which are extensively used in site-specific management to better 

understand and map soil spatial variability, should logically be embraced in soil health. 

 

 
The use of electromagnetic induction for archaeological and soil assessment surveys is discussed with a 

group of interested people at Goshen Farm, Annapolis, Maryland. 

 

 


