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Conservation Practice Standard Overview

Tree/Shrub Pruning (660)

Tree/shrub pruning involves the removal of all
or part of selected branches, leaders, or roots
from trees and shrubs.

Practice Information

The purpose of the practice is to improve the
function, health, appearance, and quality of
the plants. Safety is also a reason for pruning
trees and shrubs. This practice applies to crop
trees of high value, as well as trees planted
for aesthetics, wildlife, recreation, windbreaks,
and other purposes.

Conservation benefits may include, but are R0 J il
not limited to: Common Associated Practices

e improved health and vigor of trees/shrubs, Tree/Shrub Pruning (660) is commonly

« increased quantity and quality of forage, applied with conservation practices such as

) o , Forest Stand Improvement (666), Woody
» improved wildlife habitat, and Residue Treatment (384), Upland Wildlife
« improved management of drifting snow. Habitat Management (645), Early

o ) Successional Habitat Development/

Impacts to wildlife can vary greatly depending Management (647), Windbreak/Shelterbelt
on the species of concern, the timing of Establishment (380) and Windbreak/
pruning operations, and the growth Shelterbelt Renovation (650).

characteristics of the plants. Nesting and

breeding requirements of birds and other tree _ _

dwelling animals should be considered in For further information, contact your local
planning this practice. NRCS field office.
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