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An animal trail or walkway is an established 
lane or travel way that facilitates animal 
movement.          

 

Prac ce Informa on 

This practice is used where there is a need to 
control livestock movement.  An animal trail or 
walkway can be used to provide or improve 
animal access to forage, water, working, or 
handling facilities, and/or shelter.  It is 
commonly used in places where regular 
animal traffic occurs, such as with a dairy or a 
rotational grazing system.  An animal trail or 
walkway can also be used to keep animals 
away from wetlands or other ecologically 
sensitive areas.  

An animal trail or walkway will be designed to 
accommodate the expected frequency of use 
and the size and number of animals that will 
use it.  It will also have a surface that matches 
the usage.  An infrequently used trail can be 
vegetated with grass.  A walkway that is used 
daily would have a hardened surface.  This 
surface would be selected based on the 
sensitivity of the animals’ feet.     

This practice has a minimum expected life of 
10 years.  Maintenance of an animal trail or 
walkway includes periodic grading or 

reshaping to maintain the designed grade or 
dimensions, replacement of surface materials, 
reseeding damaged vegetation, and repairing 
fences and gates.  

Common Associated Prac ces 

Animal Trail or Walkway (575) is almost 
always used with conservation practice Fence 
(382). Other commonly applied conservation 
practices are Critical Area Planting (342), 
Heavy Use Area Protection (561), and Stream 
Crossing (578). It is often  applied with 
Prescribed Grazing (528) to complement a 
rotational grazing system.        

     
For further information, contact your local 
NRCS field office. 

Animal Trails and Walkways (575) 

Helping People Help the Land 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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