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The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are subjective and 
somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits 
and approvals are the responsibility of the landowners and are presumed to have been obtained. Users are cautioned that 
these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.  
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FISHPOND MANAGEMENT 
Fishpond Management is the management of 
impounded aquatic habitat and water quality for the 
production of fish or other aquatic organisms.  

PRACTICE INFORMATION 
The purpose of this practice is to: 

• Provide favorable habitat for fish and other 
aquatic organisms;  

• Develop and maintain a desired species 
composition and ratio; and  

• Develop and maintain a desired level of 
production. 

This practice applies in warm and cold water ponds, 
lakes, and reservoirs not managed for commercial 
aquaculture purposes. 

A pond management plan describing actions to 
achieve the management goals and operation and 
management activities will be prepared.     
 

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES 
Fishpond Management is commonly used in a 
Conservation Management System with the 
following practices: 

• Pond (378) 
• Access Control (472) 
• Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580) 

Various vegetated buffers and other practices to 
reduce erosion and sedimentation may also be used 
in the surrounding watershed to protect the pond 
from flooding, sedimentation and contamination.   

Refer to the practice standard in the local Field 
Office Technical Guide and associated Job Sheets for 
further information.



The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications.  These effects 
are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc.  All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are 
the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained.  All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are 
independent of the conservation practices.  Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.   

 

Fishpond Management (399) 

1. Management of water quality and 
aquatic habitat  

C.3 (+) Income & income 
stability (individuals & 

community) 
 

I.8 (+) Populations of 
non-target species  

D.2 (+) 
Nutrient 
levels 

Initial setting: Ponds, lakes, or reservoirs where the production 
of aquatic organisms is desired.  Proper management will result 
in favorable habitat conditions for developing and maintaining 
population levels of desired species. This practice is not 
intended for commercial aquaculture. 

Start

D.4 (+) Populations of 
targeted aquatic species 
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I.4 (+) Nutrients 
discharged from 

pond 

C.1 (+/-) Water quality in 
receiving bodies 

I.10 (+) Recreational 
fishing 

D.4 (+) Cost for labor, 
equipment, energy, 

fertilizer, feed, operation 
and maintenance  

I.3 (+) Chemical 
application 

I.13 (+/-) 
Net 

return  

I.12 (+) Available 
resources (food, 

space, cover, DO)  

Note:  Effects are qualified with a plus (+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect upon the resource, not whether the effect is beneficial or adverse. 
 

2. Maintaining a desired level of 
production and species composition 

I.5 (+) Food 
chain 

organisms  

I.6 (-) 
Dissolved 
oxygen 

Aeration 
Buffers/Filtration 

I.7 (+) Health of aquatic 
organisms 

D.3 (+/-) Water quality 
components:  pH, 

hardness, alkalinity, etc. 

D.1 (+) Control of 
nuisance aquatic 

species  
2b. Harvest  

2a. Stocking 
desirable 
species 

D.5 (-) Fish biomass  

Application according 
to label instructions 

I.1 (+) 
Physical 
removal 

I.9 (+) Organic 
matter 

I.2 (-) Noxious and 
invasive species I.11 (+) Potential 

income  

I.14 (+) 
Potential 

local 
business 
income  

C.2 (+) Recreational 
opportunities 

LEGEND 

#.  Created by practice 

D.  Direct effect 

I.  Indirect effect 

C.  Cumulative effect 

Pathway 

(+) increase; (-) decrease 

Mitigating practice or 
activity 

Associated practice 

3.  Protection of site from flooding, 
sedimentation and contamination 

through upland practices 

Access Control (472) 

Vegetated Buffers                      
(e.g., 390, 391, 393),  

Streambank and Shoreline 
Protection (580)  

Watering Facility (614) 

Water Control & Management   
(e.g., 352, 356, 638)  

Integrated Pest Management (595) 

Nutrient Management (590) 

Prescribed Grazing (528)  

 


