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WASTE FACILITY CLOSURE  
The decommissioning of facilities, and/or the 
rehabilitation of contaminated soil, in an 
environmentally safe manner, where agricultural 
wastes were formerly handled, treated, and/or 
stored. 

PRACTICE INFORMATION 
Waste facilities for animal feeding operations often 
need renovation to restore design volumes and/or 
waste treatment function. If an animal feeding 
operation closes, the waste facility will also need 
to be properly decommissioned or rehabilitated to 
a different use.  

The renovation/closure of waste facilities includes, 
but is not limited to:  
• Agitating and pumping the mixed contents of 

the waste impoundment to the land as fertilizer 
with either irrigation equipment or liquid 
manure spreaders  

• Dredging, stockpiling, draining, controlling 
seepage or runoff, and spreading the dried 
sludge material as fertilizer  

• Decommissioning of waste storage facilities 
and/or buildings, properly handling 

contaminated material and waste in an 
environmentally safe manner. 

• Preparing the impoundment site for the 
intended future use.  

All activities involved with closure of a waste 
facility will be certified by a qualified credentialed 
professional (QCP).  

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES  
All waste products removed from the waste 
impoundment during renovation/closure should be 
managed to prevent seepage/runoff and land 
applied with adequate buffers according to NRCS 
conservation practice standard Nutrient 
Management, Code 590.   Other practices that are 
commonly used as part of a conservation 
management system with this practice include:  
Waste Recycling (633), Waste Transfer (634), 
Pumping Plant (533), Waste Treatment (629), 
Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility (632), and 
Critical Area Treatment (342).   
 
For further information, refer to the practice 
standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide 
and associated practice specifications and job 
sheets. 

The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are subjective 
and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal 
permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained. Users are 
cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.   



 

D.1 (-) Pollution 
of surface and 
groundwater 

resources (from 
existing facility) 

 I.2. (+) Soil Erosion 
(Sheet and Rill) 

short-term, during 
deconstruction and 

construction  

3. Existing lagoon or other 
structure for liquid waste 

storage converted to fresh 
water storage. 

 

Start 

I.9 (-) Odor 
complaints 

from 
neighbors 

 

Note:  Effects are qualified with a plus (+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect upon the resource, 
not whether the effect is beneficial or adverse. 

   
 

 

D.4 (-) Emissions: 
(-) Odor from existing 

waste storage structure; 
(-) Ammonia (NH3) 

emissions; (-) Methane 
(CH4) emissions; (-) 

ozone precursors 

I.1 (-) Nutrients, 
organics, pathogens, 

and salinity in 
surface and 
groundwater 

 

I.12 (+) Water 
fowl and wildlife 

habitat. 

I.3 (+) 
Sediment 

and turbidity 
in surface 

waters 
(short-term) 

 

C.5 (+/-) 
Income and 

income stability 
(individuals and 
communities) 

Waste Recycling (633), 
Nutrient Management 
(590), Waste Transfer 
(634), Pumping Plant 

(533), Waste Treatment 
(629), Solid/Liquid 
Waste Separation 

Facility (632) 
 
 
 
 

I.10 (-) 
Potential 
liability. 
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LEGEND 

#.  Created by practice 

D.  Direct effect 

I.  Indirect effect 

C.  Cumulative effect 

Pathway 

(+) increase; (-) decrease 

Mitigating practice or 
activity 

Associated practice 

2. Existing structure demolished, 
breached, disassembled or otherwise 

altered to such an extent that no 
waste can be stored or impounded. 

 
 

C.3 (+) Air Quality in 
the airshed 

C.4 (+) Health of 
humans, 
domestic 

animals, and 
wildlife. C.1. (+) Quality of 

receiving surface and 
ground water resources 

 

Initial Setting:  Onsite facilities, no longer 
needed/used for their intended purpose, 
where agricultural wastes were handled, 
treated, and/or stored. 
 
 
 

D.3. (+) 
Exposed soil 

D.6 (+) Cost of 
deconstruction/
construction, 
and operation 

and 
maintenance (if 
project involves 
a conversion). 

I.5 (+) Nutrients and 
salinity to 

groundwater 
 
 
 

5. Excavation of 
contaminated material and 
refilling with carbonaceous 
material; land application of 
excavated materials under 
practice standard Nutrient 

Management (590) 
 

C.2 (+) Soil quality  

I.4 (+) Potential for 
leaching of excess 

nutrients and salinity 
from soil profile 

 
 
 

D.7 (+) 
Fresh 
water 

storage 

I.11 (+) Increase 
water quantity and 
availability (long-

term) 
 
 
 
 

Critical Area Planting (342) 

4. Revegetation of site 
 
 

D.2. (+) 
Vegetative 

growth 
 

1. Stored 
contents 
removed 

 
 

D.5 (-) Risk to 
humans, 

livestock and 
wildlife; (-) 

Safety hazard) 
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I.8 (+) Air quality 
 

I.7 (-) Nutrients and 
salinity in soil profile 

 

I.6 (-) Groundwater quality 
 

 

The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications. These effects 
are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are 
the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained.  All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are 
independent of the conservation practices. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.   
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