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Conservation Planner Certification Worksheet


	Employee:
	     
	Title/Location:
	     
	Grade:
	     


This worksheet lists and documents the completion of the minimum criteria required to achieve an NRCS Certified Conservation Planner Designation in the Pacific Islands Area (PI) for the above named employee.  Once all requirements have been completed and verified by the employee’s supervisor, the employee will submit this worksheet to the PI Assistant Director for Technology for recommendation and approval.
	Date Certification Required by:
	     


	#
	Certification Requirement
	Description
	Completion

Date
	Comments

(Describe how KSA is met)

	1
	Awareness of the National Conservation Program
	CTA, Soil Survey, Watershed, Plant Materials, EWP, RC&D
	     
	     

	2
	Skill in applying the NRCS Conservation Planning Process
	See below for course components 
	(Leave Blank)
	If requesting waiver, attach documentation for equivalency determination.

	2a
	Completion of Part 1 of the NRCS Conservation Planning Course
	Modules 1 – 5 

Self study
	     
	     

	2b
	Completion of Part 2 of the NRCS Conservation Planning Course
	Modules 6 -8 Classroom 
	     
	     

	2c
	Completion of Part 3 of the NRCS Conservation Planning Course
	Module 9

Plan Development and Field Review
	     
	Attach Exhibit A to this worksheet.


	3
	Ability to accurately assess resource problems
	Use of Conservation Planning Technical Note 1
	     
	     

	4
	Knowledge of NRCS FOTG standards and specifications for applicable conservation practices in the geographic area
	Knowledge of practices common to the work area & their associated CPPE ratings
	     
	     

	5
	Ability to plan and implement conservation practices common to the geographic area
	Based on Job Approval Authority
	     
	Attach Job Approval Authority worksheets for both Engineering and Ecological Sciences practices.

	6
	Skill in applying approved erosion prediction technology
	Includes latest versions of RUSLE and WEQ
	     
	     

	7
	Skill in using applicable site vulnerability assessment tools
	Includes WQ Risk Assessment Technical Note, and current assessment tools for P and N
	     
	     

	8
	Knowledge of Federal, State and local laws and ordinances related to conservation planning
	(See Below)
	(Leave Blank)
	

	8a
	Completion of the NRCS Cultural Resources Training Series
	Modules 1 -8 or equivalent training
	     
	If requesting waiver, attach documentation for equivalency determination.

	8b
	Knowledge on complying with the Endangered Species Act
	Informal or formal training received from NRCS, USFWS, other


	     
	     

	#
	Certification Requirement
	Description
	Completion

Date
	Comments

(Describe how KSA is met)

	8c
	Knowledge of County erosion control ordinances
	Include Grubbing & Grading permit requirements
	     
	     

	8d
	Knowledge of NEPA requirements
	Ability to complete an Environmental Evaluation
	     
	     

	9
	Knowledge of soils and their properties common to the work area
	OJT, Soil Data Mart
	     
	     

	10
	Knowledge of soil erosion processes
	Sheet & rill, wind, gully, irrigation induced
	     
	     

	11
	Knowledge of crop production methods and cropping systems common to the work area
	Includes use of Conservation System Guides in FOTG
	     
	     

	12
	Knowledge of livestock production principles and  grazing systems common to the work area
	
	     
	     

	13
	Knowledge of plant nutrient uptake principles
	
	     
	     

	14
	Knowledge of soil-water-plant relationships
	
	     
	     

	15
	Knowledge of wildlife management principles
	Including habitat needs
	     
	     

	16
	Knowledge of water quality issues common to the work area
	Geo data, 303(d) lists, groundwater classifications
	     
	     

	17
	Proficiency in using computer programs for conservation planning
	Customer Service Toolkit, ProTracts, scientific tools and models
	     
	     

	18
	Awareness of air quality issues common to the work area
	
	     
	     

	19
	Awareness of economic considerations in conservation planning
	
	     
	     

	20
	Basic engineering technical skills
	Practice layout and survey methods
	     
	     


Verification, Recommendation and Approval

	Employee Certification of Requirements Completed

(signature and date)
	Supervisor Verification of Requirements Completed
(signature and date)
	Certification Recommendation by Assistant Director for Technology
(signature and date)
	Certification Approval by Director
(signature and date)
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