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Technical Reference
 The FOTG is the primary technical 

reference for the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS).

 It’s purpose is to promote conservation of 
natural resources in a consistent and 
responsible fashion.



Composition
 It contains technical information about 

conservation of soil, water, air, plants, and 
and animal resources with human 
considerations.

 The FOTG is localized so that it specifically 
applies to a geographic area.



5 Sections of FOTG
 Section 1: General Resource References-

Lists references, cost data, maps, and 
other info for use in understanding the 
geographic work area and making 
decisions about resource use and 
conservation management systems.

 Section 2: Natural Resource Information-
Contains soils, climatic, cultural resources, 
Threatened and Endangered Species 
information.



5 Sections of FOTG continueed
 Section 3: Resource Management 

Systems and Quality Criteria- This section 
provides info for developing Resource 
Management Systems to prevent or treat 
problems associates with soil, water, air, 
plants and animals. Guidance is also 
provided for developing Acceptable 
Management Systems when economic, 
social and cultural constraints prohibit 
RMS development.



5 sections of FOTG continued
 Section 4: Practice Standards- This section 

provides an alphabetical list of 
conservation practices used by the a field 
office, followed by practice standards. 
Practice standards establish the minimum 
level of acceptable quality for planning, 
designing, installing, operating and 
maintaining conservation practices. 



5 sections of FOTG continued 
 Section 5: Conservation Effects- This 

section contains effects information used 
in evaluating CMS for soil, water, air, 
plants, animals and human resources.



Accessing FOTG
 www.nrcs.usda.gov



Accessing FOTG continued



Accessing FOTG continued



Accessing FOTG Continued



Updates to FOTG
 Check FOTG frequently for updates.


