
State Technical Committee Minutes 
Richmond, Virginia 

July 23, 2013 
 
Wade Biddix, NRCS ASTC-Programs, opened the meeting at 10:04 a.m. He welcomed everyone, introduced 
himself and asked those in attendance to do the same.  Attendees stated names and agencies represented.  A 
sign-up sheet was passed around the room and all were encouraged to pick up hand-outs from the front table. 
 
Attendance: Wade Biddix (NRCS), Jack Bricker (NRCS), Jane Corson-Lassiter (NRCS), Kristen Hughes Evans 
(Sustainable Chesapeake), Emily Horsley (FSA), Gary Moore (DCR), Ron Wood (NRCS), Betsy Bowles 
(DEQ), Barbara Bowen (NRCS), Todd Groh (DOF), John H. Parker (VA Pork), Chad Wentz (NRCS), Jim 
Schroering (VCE), Kelly Liddington (VCE), Dale Gardner (Water Stewardship), Jon Roller (Ecosystem 
Services), Greg Frey (VSU/VCE), Blaine Delaney (NRCS), Diane Dunaway (NRCS), Sue Ellen Johnson 
(Piedmont Environmental Council), Maribeth Pettigrew (NRCS Recorder). Connected via teleconference:  
Sarah Richardson (DCR); David Byrd (USFWS); Brian Chandler (National Wild Turkey Federation).  
 
Jack Bricker, NRCS State Conservationist – Opening Comments:  Welcomed group.  We’re in for a “soft 
landing” to FY-13.  It’s amazing that we’ve had one of the biggest years of financial assistance in this time of 
sequestrations, spending ceiling, etc.  However, budget for personnel is down.  NRCS in Virginia has fewer 
employees than in anyone’s memory.  We would like to give you an update on the new Farm Bill, but we don’t 
have one.  It keeps getting shoved aside for issues that are considered to be more pressing.  Had hoped there’d 
be one effective by January 1, but now am not very optimistic about that.  Hopefully when the current Farm Bill 
expires at the end of September, a look will be taken at the payment limitation situation, because that is starting 
to be a problem with people maxing out their benefits.  Right now, sans a miracle, there will probably be an 
extension in September and someone will address the cap issues.   
 
Program Updates: 
 
Emily Horsley– (FSA) – (handout) CRP/CREP – Results of general sign up 45.  Over 2,000 acres will be 
approved.  General sign up is different than CREP – there is a cut off for the number of offers and acres 
approved for contracts.  Now we are working on whether the offers will be accepted or denied.  Goal is to have 
all the offers in place by 9/15.  Contracts will be in place hopefully by Oct. 1, 2013.  Meanwhile CREP and 
continuous CRP are up in the air until new Farm Bill either happens or the extension is made – probably will be 
a shut down on sign up period again because of that.   
 
Gary Moore – (DCR) – There is a draft policy circulating with the SWCD Board – no funding for CREP in 
that draft policy.  There will be state funding to meet the commitments that have already been made. 
 
Question – is there money in CREP for maintenance?  Emily said yes there is.  Dale said there is a maintenance 
incentive included in their yearly allowance.  It is 50% cost share.  Gary said the person may need to go back in 
and reapply if their contract has been in place for a while; it may not have been part of initial contract. 
 
Jane Corson-Lassiter and Kristin Hughes Evans – Manure to Energy Projects – PowerPoint Presentation 
(handout) As the PowerPoint was presented, there were some questions and answers.  The bottom line of the 
presentation was that CIG grants do try to develop new technologies; this particular one shows merit. 
 
Diane Dunaway – (NRCS) – Easements – (Handout) – There are 26 currently going through the acquisition 
process.  Blaine and Diane conducted an easement training workshop in Area I that went well.  An area-wide 
market analysis is being conducted so Geographic Area Rate Caps can be established. 
 
Ron Wood – (NRCS) - Organic/WHIP/EQIP/CSP –  Reviewed EQIP budget allocation; clarified that the 
fund codes in yellow cannot be reallocated for other purposes.  It has been a busy year with lots of money out.  



Wade commented that the applications remaining indicate that we were able to fund most of the applications 
that came in.  Not sure about percentage, but we do not have too much of a backlog to roll over into next year.  
The backlog showing will actually be reduced a bit more as things are closed out for the year. 
 
Ron then reviewed CBWI monies; then on to the Golden Winged Warbler WHIP handout.  He also reviewed 
handout on CSP applications.  Normally we are already through this process with CSP; field staff is currently 
out doing the planning.  DOF foresters are assisting; this should be completed soon.   
 
FY13 Contracts “snapshot” on the handout shows the top 10 practices for each area by dollars obligated and 
also by practice count.  It gives an idea of where practices are used geographically.  Clarification: Area IV – on  
590 – nutrient management, not cover crop. 
 
Wade – Edge of Field Monitoring Request for Proposals sent out in the Smith Creek Watershed area of the 
Shenandoah Valley but we did not get any applications.  Think we will probably try this again next year.  
Nationwide, this came out late and does require a lot of monitoring and data collection – didn’t have time to 
really get this going.  Out of the 6 Bay states, there were NO applicants this year, but it does have potential for 
next year; has a 9 year potential practice period.  There was limited interest because there was not a lot of 
information available.  It does require a partnership relationship.  Blaine commented the applications that did 
come in were from the areas of the country that have already established those partnerships and done this in the 
past.  Only the Smith Creek Watershed area of Virginia is eligible.   
 
Dale noted that he and Libby had talked about getting something going, but the time issue was a problem.  They 
liked the project, but it had some problems i.e. tax liabilities to farmers that need to be resolved. 
 
State CIG – (NRCS) – Blaine Delaney – We received 16 proposals; that’s the most we’ve ever got.  Most of 
them were focused on the soil health initiative.  Of the 16, nine were selected.  Of those 9, seven submitted final 
proposals.  The review group meets this afternoon.  Over $406,000 requested.  Group will make 
recommendations today.  Aiming for commitments made with a September 1st obligation deadline date. 
 
Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Floodplain Easements – (NRCS) – Blaine Delaney – this is a 
lesser known program associated with EWP.  This is the first sign up that we have had in years.  Hurricane 
Sandy was the “trigger” for opening these programs up – designed to help local governments and states 
gradually get homes out of the floodplain so damages in the future can be minimized.   Virginia has 25 counties 
that are eligible.  Applicants have to prove that Hurricane Sandy caused damages, so Virginia may or may not 
have legitimate applicants.  NHQ has the final word on whether applicants are “eligible”.  Structures would 
have to be relocated – program pays for that.  If there are residential properties – local jurisdictions would have 
to be sponsors and get involved and would have to purchase the remaining value of the residential lots after 
NRCS purchases the floodplain easement.   Sign up is open through September 2nd.  NRCS does kick in about 
75% - a substantial amount – ag land does not have to have a county sponsor, but if there are a series of homes 
and the area is residential, local sponsor or county would have to take possession of that land and be the partner 
to work with NRCS. 
 
CBWI Accomplishment Report for FY12 - Virginia is doing a great job in its CBWI efforts.   
 
Virginia is also the only state in the country that meets the standard for Farm Bill contract administration – the 
only state with no deficiencies identified by NHQ performance monitoring.   
 
Wade introduced a handout summarizing the contracts for FY13 (active and completed contracts), then 
reviewed data, money obligated and amounts paid out.  Good conservation is being rewarded and going out into 
the economy.  Funding goes up – our staffing is limited, but we are a “can-do” agency.  With partnerships, we 
are providing things that are helpful to the farmers.  Wade offered kudos to the people who have brought the 
numbers to where they are.  Seeing the improvements that are happening makes us very proud. 



 
Handout on FY-14 Program Issues – between now and the beginning of FY14, there will be a lot of staff and 
committee work to put these program offerings together.  We have to be flexible to adjust to whatever changes 
will come with the new Farm Bill and be ready for that. 
 
A committee made up of area and field people came up with the goals on this handout.  To have an application 
deadline during the 1st quarter is the goal – there are dates on the handout for the sign up periods.  The handout 
also includes training dates for field staff.  This is the schedule we’re working toward.  Specific people are 
designated to work with STC subcommittees.  We welcome anyone on the STC to volunteer to work on any of 
these subcommittees with us. 
 
Next handout – Farm Bill handbook changes – Wade showed the group the FY-13 Farm Bill Handbook that 
was put together.  Once a program year has started, it is hard to make changes.  They have put together a list of 
needed changes for next year.  Also there is a list of potential changes that are being considered and evaluated.   
 
Item 2 - There is a continuous improvement project in place to try to solve some of the ranking issues – Jessie 
Howard, DC in Bedford, is chair.  She was to be here today but injured ankle.  Chad talked about the committee 
and how they are trying to streamline the ranking process.  They will be meeting to try to put something 
together by the next STC, and hopefully Jessie will be here then and can report. (This is an improvement project 
that has been suggested by NHQ – it is not just VA that needs this focus.  Jessie is in a leadership program and 
is involved at a national level – trying to address all the resource concerns across the state in a fair and equitable 
way.) 
 
The handout also includes other ideas that could be implemented in FY-14.  These items came out of a 
Programs Committee meeting last week – they are fairly minor tweaks that could make things go more 
smoothly.  These are ideas to consider and some will be fleshed out in various committees over the next couple 
of months. 
 
Local Work Groups – handout – Wade explained that we have consolidated the information that we got back 
from the Local Work Group meetings.  We received comments from 30-35 SWCD districts.  Wade encouraged 
the group to read through the entire handout.  Some of these issues will be addressed in subcommittees. 
 
Wade encouraged STC to contact him or Maribeth or the subcommittee leaders to participate in the 
subcommittees.  If we don’t hear from you, we will be contacting you.  We need your input. 
 
Wade opened it up – do you see anything else that needs to be addressed in these standing committees? 
Kelly Leddingter made a comment about the issue of abandoned wells and wondered if there is a way to 
provide a venue to address this issue.  Wade wondered about interest and data that might be available.  Betsy 
Bowles said they might have some data.  Wade said we have a decommissioning of wells program, but hasn’t 
been offered on EQIP he doesn’t think.  That is something that can be put on the table and considered. 
 
Gary Moore said he’s had some inquiries about nitrogen application to sorghum crops – leakage issues.  TAC is 
going to be looking at that.  Application on corn but don’t have info on sorghum. 
 
John Parker made a comment about the potential for adding freezer units for handling animal mortality – said 
this is successfully being done in North Carolina, and is very interesting to the swine industry too.  It is a 
disease prevention issue.  He would like to know what happens with this particular issue – to have pick-up 
available from only one vendor is limiting the area to offer the practice.  He asked if this practice is just 
available for people with no animal mortality composting now?  What would be the advantage of adding it to 
existing facilities?  Wade responded that right now, we are leaning toward having it available only to someone 
with no existing facilities.  Clarification: it is part of practice 316 - Animal Mortality Facility.   
 



Jon Roller noted that some data on wells might be available from the Virginia Department of Health.   
 
Betsy noted that subcommittees were divided a bit differently in years past and wondered if we are back to 
dividing subcommittees by programs.  Wade noted that with the new Farm Bill pending and since we are in the 
last year of the existing Farm Bill, it seems more efficient to keep it program related for now.  We had talked 
about issue related committees in the past, but right now, the programs offererings are the focus.  Betsy pointed 
out that because of that, people with interest in certain issues might need to be on multiple committees to 
address those issues on all programs. 
 
Agency Updates: 
 
Betsy Bowles – (DEQ) – Most of you are probably familiar with the amendment to the CAFO rule.  We are 
moving forward with making statewide changes to the CAFO rule to conform to changes made by EPA.  It’s 
currently in the Governor’s office.  Once it is signed, they are hoping general permit regulations will be ready 
for use by March of next year.  Hoping to have all of these actions come together.  Moving forward with small 
animal feeding operations strategy; seems to be going pretty well.   Mentioned wanting to get in on the agenda 
for Area JED training – Wade told her to let us know when she wants to be on the agenda. 
 
Gary Moore – (DCR) – mentioned draft Virginia Cost-Share Program changes – noted that there is a lot of 
resistance to some allocations policy.  It is still in process as they are trying to deal with some issues.  SWCD 
allocations will go out when policy is finalized.  He is already in the process of editing the BMP Cost-Share 
Manual.  He commented that they are behind schedule.  Training is normally in June – they are aiming for 
August this year with the delays.  They are really in catch-up mode because of time delays with looking at 
policies and making changes.  SWC Board meeting is this week.  Most issues have been addressed.  Hoping 
current draft will be successful.  Manual will have to get out to the printer as modifications are approved.  
Policy document has to be authorized first.   
 
Please note:  The newly named DCR - Division of Non-Point Pollution Prevention is located at 600 E. Main 4th 
Floor, Richmond, VA 23219 – new location and new name. 
 
Barbara Bowen – NRCS - Wade introduced her – she is going to be the point person in terms of public affairs 
to work with other agencies, so she will be attending STC from now on. 
 
Todd Groh – (DOF) – on forestry side – new money is coming through; about $1.2 million has been 
distributed. Distribution channels are different; it’s now through work units.  The money is basically already 
obligated.  As far as tree planting and release, we are making sure trees grow well.  State of VA is hosting the 
National Association of State Foresters on Sept. 23-26.  A lot of effort is going into planning for that national 
meeting. 
 
DOF is in the process of reorganizing.  A lot of existing buildings are being sold.  Contacting them could be an 
issue, but the website will be the most efficient way to ensure contact.  Website is organized by counties.  The 
employees do have their cell phones with them at all times. 
 
Jim Schoering – (VCE) – All the rain is definitely affecting the work of VCE.  We are doing a lot of scouting 
for bugs; there is still unharvested wheat in Hanover County 
 
Kelly Liddington – (VCE) – Richmond County- first time attending; he introduced himself and noted that he is 
happy to help with efforts. 
 
Sue Ellen Johnson – discussed management changes.  
 



Greg Frey – (VSU/VCE) – VSU is just now beginning to explore a Forestry degree or minor program; they 
have put together an advisory committee to set up program.  Jack was able to come to the meeting.  They 
appreciate the support.  Right now, they are looking at how to put together a program.  They have General 
Assembly approval to hire a wildlife support person at VSU; no news as to when that will happen.  Also, Greg 
is working with VCE, VT and NRCS specialists training on silvopasture.  Will be doing 2 trainings in 
September; hoping NRCS field personnel, as well as other natural resources professionals will participate.  Sept. 
10th  and 11th –  the 10th will be in the Valley and the 11th will be in Keysville in Charlotte County. 
 
Jack thanked everyone for coming today and summarized again our hopes for the new Farm Bill.  He stated that 
he has been impressed by the ideas to improve the process that have come out of this meeting.  His ultimate 
goal is for one overall ranking process.   
 
Wade Biddix – (NRCS) – adjourned the meeting at 12:15.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 24, 
2013, at 10 a.m.    
 
 










































































































	July 2013 STC Minutes
	combined handouts July 2013
	handouts_Agenda
	handouts_1
	handouts_2
	handouts_3
	handouts_4
	handouts_5
	handouts_6
	handouts_7
	handouts_8
	handouts_9
	handouts_10


