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SECTION 1 
INTRODUCTION 

 
1.0 Introduction 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), in cooperation with the United States 
Forest Service (USFS), is proposing to perform rehabilitation of the Silver Lake Flat dam in 
northern Utah County, Utah.  The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Council on 
Environmental Quality’s regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 require an evaluation of 
potential environmental impacts associated with federal projects and actions.  The environmental 
impacts from the rehabilitation of the dam will be documented in the form of a Watershed Plan-
Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA).  The Plan-EA will comprise of the following elements: 
 

• Alternatives analysis of potential options for dam rehabilitation that includes the 
following: 

o No Action, 
o Dam Decommissioning, 
o Dam Rehabilitation-Replace Spillway, and 
o Dam Rehabilitation-New Spillway; 

• Detailed analysis of resources that may be affected for each of the alternatives that may 
satisfy the purpose and need for the project; 

• Identification of potential mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate potential impacts; 
and 

• A plan of public participation and government agency coordination throughout 
development of the Plan-EA. 

 
This Scoping Report summarizes the outcome of the preliminary scoping period for the 
rehabilitation of the Silver Lake Flat Dam. 
 
1.1 Project Purpose and Need 
 
In accordance with the rehabilitation provisions of NRCS’s Small Watersheds Program, Silver 
Lake Flat dam is eligible for rehabilitation funding due to its high hazard class and outdated 
infrastructure.  The purpose of this project is to rehabilitate the Silver Lake Flat dam to meet 
current Utah dam safety regulations, engineering standards, and stabilize the existing dam 
structures.  The life expectancy of the dam will be extended for 50 to 100 years once 
rehabilitated. 
 
1.2 Scoping Goals and Objectives 
 
The main goal of public participation is to involve a diverse group of public and government 
agency participants to solicit input and provide timely information throughout the NEPA review 
process regarding their concerns for the project and the proposed alternatives.  The main goals 
were to 1) establish ongoing communication with stakeholders, agencies and the general public, 
2) educate the public about the environmental review process and each party’s role, 3) evaluate 
the effectiveness of public participation activities on a continual basis and utilize the most 
effective techniques throughout the NEPA process, and 4) document all public and government 
agency input. 
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SECTION 2 
SCOPING PROCESS SUMMARY 

2.0 Scoping Overview 
 
Scoping questions, comments and concerns were requested from the public and government 
agencies during the preliminary scoping period both orally at public meetings and via written 
submittal of comments.  The following summarizes the scoping process and efforts made to 
engage the public and government agencies. 
 
2.1 Scoping Terms 
 
The following terms were used during the scoping process to identify specific actions: 
 

• Comment
• 

: a distinct statement or question about a topic or issue relating to the project. 
Comment Category

• 
: a topic to which a comment is addressed. 

Comment Document

• 

: a written version of comment(s) submitted by a commenter.  One 
comment document may contain multiple comments. 
Commenter

 
: an individual, organization or agency providing one or more comments. 

2.2 Scoping Schedule 
 
The following dates outline the milestones for the scoping process: 
 

• April 11, 2012: Public and Agency Scoping Notice Issued 
• April 15, 2012: First Public Notice issued in the Utah County Daily Herald Newspaper 
• April 22, 2012: Second Public Notice issued in the Utah County Daily Herald Newspaper 
• April 25, 2012: Agency Scoping Meeting 
• April 26, 2012: Public Scoping Meeting 
• May 11, 2012: Scoping Period Closed 

 
2.3 Scoping Notice 
 
A scoping notice was prepared and sent to interested parties and regulatory agencies on April 11, 
2012.  The list of recipients was prepared by both the NRCS and USFS.  The scoping notice gave 
a description of the project, location and overview, purpose and need, identified preliminary 
scoping issues, and requested public participation.  The scoping notice also identified the location 
of public meetings, contact information to submit written comments, and the scoping period 
closure date.  Copies of the scoping notices are attached in Appendix A. 
 
Two public notices were posted in the Utah County Daily Herald newspaper on April 15, 2012 
and April 22, 2012 announcing the project and public meeting.  A copy of the newspaper scoping 
notice is attached in Appendix B. 
 
The scoping notices were also posted to the NRCS website at 
http://www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/pl566.html

 

 to make available for public review on the 
internet. 
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2.4 Scoping Meetings 
 
The primary purpose of the scoping meetings were to gather input and feedback on the projects’ 
purpose and need statement, potential alternatives for consideration, environmental issues to be 
addressed in the Plan-EA, methodologies to be used to evaluate impacts, and the overall public 
participation process.  One government agency scoping meeting was held during the day (April 
25, 2012 – 9:00AM to 11:00AM) at Cabella’s in Lehi, Utah and one public scoping meeting was 
held in the evening on the following day (April 26, 2012 – 6:00PM to 9:00PM) at Alpine City 
Hall in Alpine, Utah to gather as broad an audience as possible. 
 
There was zero attendance at both meetings.  If there had been attendees at either meeting, 
participants would have been invited to make statements orally or submit comments in writing 
either at the meeting or subsequently by mail, fax or e-mail during the scoping comment period.  
Attendance at each meeting was counted using a sign-in sheet as listed in Section 3.0 and 3.1.  
Pamphlets were handed out at each meeting describing the project and which also provided a 
blank space to submit written comments (Appendix C). 
 
2.5 Scoping Mailing List 
 
The mailing list was prepared by the NRCS and USFS to inform the government agencies and 
general public about the scoping process for the project.  A total of 39 mailings were sent to 
government agencies and 18 mailings were sent to the public. 
 



NRCS - Utah  Silver Lake Flat Plan-EA 

Scoping Report Page 4 May 18, 2012 

SECTION 3 
SCOPING COMMENTS 

 
3.0 Agency Meeting 
 
The agency meeting was conducted on April 25, 2012 from 9:00AM to 11:00AM.  

 

There were 
ZERO agency attendees at this meeting and there were ZERO oral or written comments 
submitted. 

The following project personnel and stakeholders were in attendance for the agency meeting. 
 

Name Organization Title 
Greg Allington McMillen, LLC (McMillen) Project Manager/Biologist 
Dan Axness McMillen Engineer 
Norm Evenstad NRCS Water Resource Coordinator 
Ana Vargo NRCS Geologist 
BJ Clark Utah Division of Water Resources Project Engineer 
Kent Evans North Utah County Water Conservancy District Board Member 

 
3.1 Public Meeting 
 
The public meeting was conducted on April 26, 2012 from 6:00PM to 9:00PM.  

 

There were 
ZERO public attendees at this meeting and there were ZERO oral or comments submitted. 

The following project personnel and stakeholders were in attendance for the public meeting. 
 

Name Organization Title 
Greg Allington McMillen, LLC (McMillen) Project Manager/Biologist 
Dan Axness McMillen Engineer 
Norm Evenstad NRCS Water Resource Coordinator 
Ana Vargo NRCS Geologist 
BJ Clark Utah Division of Water Resources Project Engineer 
Kent Evans North Utah County Water Conservancy District Board Member 
John Jacobs North Utah County Water Conservancy District Attorney 
Hunt Willoughby North Utah County Water Conservancy District Board Member 

 
3.2 Written Comments 
 
The scoping period officially opened on April 11, 2012 and ended on May 11, 2012 for a total of 
31 days.  Written comments could have been submitted via mail, e-mail, facsimile, or comment 
card. 
 
There were ZERO written scoping comments received from a commenter via comment document 
during the scoping period for the Silver Lake Flat Dam Rehabilitation project. 
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