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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), in cooperation with the United States
Forest Service (USFS), is proposing to perform rehabilitation of the Silver Lake Flat dam in
northern Utah County, Utah. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Council on
Environmental Quality’s regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 require an evaluation of
potential environmental impacts associated with federal projects and actions. The environmental
impacts from the rehabilitation of the dam will be documented in the form of a Watershed Plan-
Environmental Assessment (Plan-EA). The Plan-EA will comprise of the following elements:

e Alternatives analysis of potential options for dam rehabilitation that includes the
following:
o No Action,
o Dam Decommissioning,
o Dam Rehabilitation-Replace Spillway, and
0 Dam Rehabilitation-New Spillway;
e Detailed analysis of resources that may be affected for each of the alternatives that may
satisfy the purpose and need for the project;
e Identification of potential mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate potential impacts;
and
e A plan of public participation and government agency coordination throughout
development of the Plan-EA.

This Scoping Report summarizes the outcome of the preliminary scoping period for the
rehabilitation of the Silver Lake Flat Dam.

1.1 Project Purpose and Need

In accordance with the rehabilitation provisions of NRCS’s Small Watersheds Program, Silver
Lake Flat dam is eligible for rehabilitation funding due to its high hazard class and outdated
infrastructure. The purpose of this project is to rehabilitate the Silver Lake Flat dam to meet
current Utah dam safety regulations, engineering standards, and stabilize the existing dam
structures. The life expectancy of the dam will be extended for 50 to 100 years once
rehabilitated.

1.2 Scoping Goals and Objectives

The main goal of public participation is to involve a diverse group of public and government
agency participants to solicit input and provide timely information throughout the NEPA review
process regarding their concerns for the project and the proposed alternatives. The main goals
were to 1) establish ongoing communication with stakeholders, agencies and the general public,
2) educate the public about the environmental review process and each party’s role, 3) evaluate
the effectiveness of public participation activities on a continual basis and utilize the most
effective techniques throughout the NEPA process, and 4) document all public and government
agency input.

Scoping Report Page 1 May 18, 2012
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SECTION 2

SCOPING PROCESS SUMMARY
2.0 Scoping Overview

Scoping questions, comments and concerns were requested from the public and government
agencies during the preliminary scoping period both orally at public meetings and via written
submittal of comments. The following summarizes the scoping process and efforts made to
engage the public and government agencies.

21 Scoping Terms
The following terms were used during the scoping process to identify specific actions:

o Comment: a distinct statement or question about a topic or issue relating to the project.
Comment Category: a topic to which a comment is addressed.

¢ Comment Document: a written version of comment(s) submitted by a commenter. One
comment document may contain multiple comments.

o Commenter: an individual, organization or agency providing one or more comments.

2.2 Scoping Schedule

The following dates outline the milestones for the scoping process:

April 11, 2012: Public and Agency Scoping Notice Issued

April 15, 2012: First Public Notice issued in the Utah County Daily Herald Newspaper
April 22, 2012: Second Public Notice issued in the Utah County Daily Herald Newspaper
April 25, 2012: Agency Scoping Meeting

April 26, 2012: Public Scoping Meeting

May 11, 2012: Scoping Period Closed

2.3 Scoping Notice

A scoping notice was prepared and sent to interested parties and regulatory agencies on April 11,
2012. The list of recipients was prepared by both the NRCS and USFS. The scoping notice gave
a description of the project, location and overview, purpose and need, identified preliminary
scoping issues, and requested public participation. The scoping notice also identified the location
of public meetings, contact information to submit written comments, and the scoping period
closure date. Copies of the scoping notices are attached in Appendix A.

Two public notices were posted in the Utah County Daily Herald newspaper on April 15, 2012
and April 22, 2012 announcing the project and public meeting. A copy of the newspaper scoping
notice is attached in Appendix B.

The scoping notices were also posted to the NRCS website at
http://www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/pl566.html to make available for public review on the
internet.
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24  Scoping Meetings

The primary purpose of the scoping meetings were to gather input and feedback on the projects’
purpose and need statement, potential alternatives for consideration, environmental issues to be
addressed in the Plan-EA, methodologies to be used to evaluate impacts, and the overall public
participation process. One government agency scoping meeting was held during the day (April
25, 2012 - 9:00AM to 11:00AM) at Cabella’s in Lehi, Utah and one public scoping meeting was
held in the evening on the following day (April 26, 2012 — 6:00PM to 9:00PM) at Alpine City
Hall in Alpine, Utah to gather as broad an audience as possible.

There was zero attendance at both meetings. If there had been attendees at either meeting,
participants would have been invited to make statements orally or submit comments in writing
either at the meeting or subsequently by mail, fax or e-mail during the scoping comment period.
Attendance at each meeting was counted using a sign-in sheet as listed in Section 3.0 and 3.1.
Pamphlets were handed out at each meeting describing the project and which also provided a
blank space to submit written comments (Appendix C).

25 Scoping Mailing List
The mailing list was prepared by the NRCS and USFS to inform the government agencies and

general public about the scoping process for the project. A total of 39 mailings were sent to
government agencies and 18 mailings were sent to the public.
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SECTION 3

SCOPING COMMENTS

3.0 Agency Mesting

The agency meeting was conducted on April 25, 2012 from 9:00AM to 11:00AM. There were
ZERO agency attendees at this meeting and there were ZERO oral or written comments

submitted.

The following project personnel and stakeholders were in attendance for the agency meeting.

Name Organization Title
Greg Allington McMillen, LLC (McMillen) Project Manager/Biologist
Dan Axness McMillen Engineer
Norm Evenstad | NRCS Water Resource Coordinator
Ana Vargo NRCS Geologist
BJ Clark Utah Division of Water Resources Project Engineer
Kent Evans North Utah County Water Conservancy District | Board Member
3.1 PublicMeeting

The public meeting was conducted on April 26, 2012 from 6:00PM to 9:00PM. There were
ZERO public attendees at this meeting and there were ZERO oral or comments submitted.

The following project personnel and stakeholders were in attendance for the public meeting.

Name Organization Title
Greg Allington McMillen, LLC (McMillen) Project Manager/Biologist
Dan Axness McMillen Engineer
Norm Evenstad NRCS Water Resource Coordinator
Ana Vargo NRCS Geologist
BJ Clark Utah Division of Water Resources Project Engineer
Kent Evans North Utah County Water Conservancy District | Board Member
John Jacobs North Utah County Water Conservancy District | Attorney
Hunt Willoughby | North Utah County Water Conservancy District | Board Member

3.2 Written Comments

The scoping period officially opened on April 11, 2012 and ended on May 11, 2012 for a total of
31 days. Written comments could have been submitted via mail, e-mail, facsimile, or comment

card.

There were ZERO written scoping comments received from a commenter via comment document

during the scoping period for the Silver Lake Flat Dam Rehabilitation project.

Scoping Report
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‘ton’s elementary schools.

From noonto 1 p.m.
there will be a bargain hour.
Please bring cash only. If you
‘would like to donate cook-
ies, cupcakes, fudge, candy
or brownies, bring them to

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is proposing to-fund rehabilitation
of the Silver Lake Flat dam in the American Fork Canyon of northern Utah County, Utah.
Silver Lake Flat Dam is located within the boundaries of the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National
Forest. The United States Forest Service (USFS) is a cooperating agency in the project. The
purpose of this project is to rehabilitate the Silver Lake Flat dam to meet current dam safety
regulations, éngineering standards, and stabilize the existing dam structures.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Council on Environmental Qual-
ity’s regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 require an evaluation of potential environmen-
tal impacts associated with federal projects and actions with input from the public. A public
Scoping Meeting will be held on April 26, 2012 at 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Alpine
City Hall (20 North Main) in Alpine, Utah for all parties that are interested in voicing their
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teacher and yearbook advisor
at Diamond Fork Junior High
School, was honored by her

. Continued on next page

comments, ideas, and concerns to the project sponsors.

Comments may also be submitted in writing
for the Silver Lake Flat Dam Rehabilitation project.
Writien comments mus? be submitted fo NRCS by May 11, 2012 and mailed to:
Norm Evensiad Wallace F. Bennett Federaf Building 125 S. State Street — Room 4010
You may also email comments to silverlakeflatdom@mnillen-llc.com

If you have questions, please contact Norm Evenstad ut (30T) 524-4569.

Salt Lake City, UT 84138-1100,

or fax them to (801) 524-4403.
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NEPA Watershed Plan and
Environmental Assessment for Silver
Lake Flat Dam Rehabilitation

The project team consists of the following:

¢ North Utah County Water Conservation
District
-Sponsor (Owner)
e Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)
-Funding Agency through the Small
Watershed Rehabilitation Amendments
(PL 106-472)
¢  United States Forest Service (USFS)
-Property Owner
¢  Utah Dept of Water Resources
-Project Engineer
McMillen, LLC
-NEPA Consultant

NRCS is a funding agency for the project and is
preparing a Watershed Plan (Plan) and Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) under the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 (Public Law 91-190) and the Council on En-
vironmental Qualities regulations at 40 CFR Parts
1500-1508.

NEPA Public Involvement

Notes:

For more information on the rehabilitation of aging
watershed structures access the

NRCS Web Page at:

htip:/fwww nres.usda. goviwps/portal/nres/detail/national/programs/alphab
etical/?&cid=nrcs143_008448

Input from the public during the project scoping
period is solicited and required under NRCS wa-
tershed planning policy. Please let us know if you
have comments, ideas, or concerns relating to the
proposed rehabilitation of Silver Lake Flat Dam.

The Draft Plan-EA will be available for public
review in the coming months. If vou wish to be
notified when it is made available for public com-
ment, please contact Norm Evenstad, NRCS via
telephone, writing or email. Contact information
is listed at the end of this pamphlet,

Public notices and review material will be made
available during the project. To download these
documents electronically please visit:

http://www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/pl566.html

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimi-
nation in all its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information,. political beliefs, reprisal, or
because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.) Persons with disabilitics who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

November 2011

ONRCS

MCMILLEN

O NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
United States Department of Agriculture

Sil.ver Lake Flat Dam Rehabilitation
Utah County, Utah

Sl Latke Tln

Rehabilitation of Aging Watershed
Dams (PL 106-472)

Over 11,000 flood control dams have been built in
2,000 watersheds across the nation since 1948.
These dams were built by watershed project spon-
sors in 47 states with funding and technical help
provided through USDA watershed programs.
These programs are administered by the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service {NRCS).
Local units of government, serving as project
sponsors, assume operation and maintenance re-
sponsibility of the dams after they are built.

The Silver Lake Flat Dam within the Ametican
Fork-Dry Creek Watershed Project is an example
of one of these dams.

National Environmental Policy Act
- Scoping Mceting




-Silver Lake Flat Dam Rehabilitation
Work Elements
American Fork-Dry Creek
Utah County, Utah
Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest

The following work elements are required to meet dam
safety regulations and engineering standards:

I. Install riprap on the upstream face to prevent
€rosion.

2. Install compacted fill on the downstream face for
additional structural stability.

3. Install toe drain near the base of the dam to transport
groundwater away from the dam.

4. Upgrade the existing spillway capacity to transport
the 100-year flood event.

5. Install a new low level intake structure gate to
transport water through the dam.

NEW GREST = 75365
NEW SPILLWAY = 7E26.5
NEW STORAGE = 1100.7 ac Rt

- K - a}k e ’
gl B e L k! s ol 5l
The dam is currently operated approximately 7 feet below
the spillway crest due to dam safety regulations. The cur-
rent capacity of the reservoir is 1,033 acre feet. The new
spillway would be raised 1.5 feet from the existing spillway
crest adding capacity to the reservoir (1,100 acre feet).

Issues/Conéerns/Problems

Please indicate below any comunents or concems relating to the
proposed rehshilitation of Silver Lake Flat Dam.

. Alternatives Considered

No Action: Sponsor continues to operate and maintain Sil-
ver Lake Flat Dam “AS-IS”.

Dam Decommissioning: Engineered removal of a portion
of the dam in accordance with established NRCS standards.
This would eliminate the high flood hazard associated with
a potential failure of the dam and restore the natural geo-
morphology of the stream channel.

Dam Rehab Replace Spillway: Perform dam rehabilita-
tion as specified in this pamphlet to meet current dam safety
regulations and engineering standards, Demolish the exist-
ing spillway and install a new spillway in the same location,

Dam Rehab New Spillway: Perform dam rehabilitation as
specified in this pamphlet to meet current dam safety regula-
tions and engineering standards, Demolish the existing
spillway and install a new spillway at the base of the left
abutment of the dam.

Name

Address

Phone / Email

Send written or electronic comments to: @ NRCS

Norm Evenstad, Water Resources Coordinator

USDA-NRCS
Wallace F Bennett Federal Building
125 S State Street, Room 4010

Phone: 801-524-4569
Fax: 801-524-4403
Email: silverlakeflatdam@memillen-lle.com






