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NRCS EWP Program 
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 Bronson Smart – NRCS Utah 
– State Conservation Engineer 
– bronson.smart@ut.usda.gov  
– 801-524-4559 
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NRCS EWP Program 

• Utah State: $70 million+ in 2012 
• Damage to Watersheds from Natural Disasters 
• Rehabilitate Structure from 2010/2011 Flood 

Damage 
• Upgrade Structure to Current Engineering 

Standards and Technology 
• Comply with Federal, State and Local Regulations 
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NRCS EWP Program 

• Green River/Tusher Diversion Dam is eligible 
for funding from 2010/2011 flood event 

• The Diversion Dam is a conservation practice 
and complies with the EWP regulations 

• Completing additional NEPA Analysis in the 
form of an EIS 
– Project not covered in the 2004 Programmatic EIS 
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NRCS EWP Program 

• National EWP Program Manual (Title 390 Part 
510-515) 
– http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.as

px?hid=26433 

• EWP Program Final Programmatic EIS (2004) 
– http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/

national/programs/financial/ewp/ 
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Project Review 

 Dan Axness – McMillen, LLC 
– Concept Design Project Manager 
– greenriver@mcmillen-llc.com  
– 208-342-4214 
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Project Vicinity 
Map 
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Dam is ~6 miles north 
of Green River, Utah 



Project 
Overview Map 
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2010/2011 Flood Damage Map 
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Photos 

West End of Diversion 

East End of Diversion 

11 



Photos 

East End of Diversion Damage to Waterwheel  
Raceway (looking u/s) 

East End of Diversion Damage to Waterwheel  
Raceway (looking d/s) 
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Photos 

West End of Diversion Damage to Diversion 
Dam (looking u/s) 

West End of Diversion Damage to Diversion 
Dam (looking u/s) 
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Photos 

Damage to Slide Gate West End of Dam 
(looking u/s) 

Damage to Concrete West End of 
Diversion 
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Photos 

Damage to Concrete West End of Diversion 

Damage to Concrete and Entrance to 
Raceway West End of Diversion 
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Conceptual Project Alternatives 

• No Action 
• Rehabilitate Diversion (4 Options) 
• Diversion Decommissioning 
• Fish Passage Upstream/Downstream 
• Fish Passage Monitoring 
• Boat Passage Upstream/Downstream 
• Fish Barrier(s) 
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Conceptual Project Alternatives 
• Rehabilitate Diversion Options 

– Repair Existing Diversion 
– Replace Existing Diversion 
– Replace Existing Diversion Downstream 
– Replace Existing Diversion Upstream 
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Fish Passage 

• Endangered and Threatened 
Fish Species under the 
Endangered Species Act 
 

• Downstream: Notches in Dam 
• Upstream: Passage System 
• Electronic Tag Reader 

 

Razorback Sucker 

Colorado Pikeminnow 

Humpback Chub 

Bonytail 
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Fish Barrier(s) 

• Electric Barrier: Deter fish from swimming 
down powerhouse and west irrigation canal 
raceway 

ELECTRIC BARRIER EXAMPLE 

• Barrier: Deter fish 
from swimming 
down east irrigation 
canal 
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Fish and Boat Passage 

• Fish and Boat 
Passage: System to 
allow safe upstream 
passage of fish and 
safe downstream 
passage of boats past 
the dam 

• Boat Portage: Access 
around dam during 
low flow scenarios 

FISH AND BOAT PASSAGE SYSTEM 
EXAMPLE 
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National Environmental Policy Act 

 Greg Allington – McMillen, LLC 
– NEPA Project Manager 
– greenriver@mcmillen-llc.com 
– 208-342-4214 

  
 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 

(Public Law 91-190) and the Council on Environmental 
Qualities regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 
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NRCS NEPA 

• Environmental analysis required for major 
federal actions 

• The NRCS is the funding agency for the 
rehabilitation of the diversion dam (75%) 

• The project sponsor provides the remaining 
25% cost-share for the diversion dam 
rehabilitation project 
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Other Components 

• Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish 
Recovery Program will be implementing the 
installation of the electric fish barrier project 
(100%) in the raceway 
– US Bureau of Reclamation is the funding agency 
– US Fish and Wildlife Service is providing technical 

oversight of the barrier 
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NEPA Project History 

• NEPA process began in September 2012 
• Started under the analysis of an 

Environmental Assessment (EA) 
– 1st Scoping Period 

• Opened: October 30, 2012 
• Public Meeting: November 15, 2012 
• Closed: November 30, 2012 

– 1st Scoping Report is available on the project 
website 
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NEPA Project History 

• Preliminary Section 106 Consultation with the 
Utah State Historic Preservation Office after 1st 
Scoping Period 
– Diversion Dam may be eligible for listing on the 

National Register of Historic Places 
– Any modification may be considered an “adverse 

effect” which may make it ineligible for listing 
depending on the selected alternative 

– NRCS concluded that some of the impacts from 
alternatives may be considered “significant” to 
cultural resources 
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NEPA Project History 

• NRCS has decided to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
project 

• Federal Register Notice of Intent (NOI) 
– 2nd Scoping Period 

• Opened: May 29, 2013 
• Public Telebriefings: June 12, 2013 
• Closes: July 2, 2013 (extended) 
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NEPA Public Involvement 

• EIS Scoping (30-day) 
– Express initial concerns and suggest alternatives to be 

considered 
• Draft EIS Public Comment Period (45-day) 

– Public review of alternatives and environmental 
impacts 

• Final EIS Public Comment Period (30-day) 
– Proposed alternative published to public with 

summary of Draft EIS comments 
• Record of Decision (ROD) Protest/Appeal (30-day) 

– Project approval by NRCS 
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Typical Scoping Concerns 
• Project Purpose and Need 
• Design Alternatives 

– Including a No-Action 
Alternative 

• Mitigation 

• Natural Environment 
• Water Quality and Quantity 
• Fish 
• T&E Species 

• Man-made Environment 
• Cultural 
• Recreation 
• Aesthetics 
• Public Health and Safety 
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Scoping Comments 

• Formal comments may be submitted by: 
– Email 
– Written Letter 
– Oral (Phone) 
 

• Scoping Report: Summarizes issues, 
alternatives and concerns from the public 
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2nd Public Scoping Comment Closes: July 2, 2013 30 



NEPA Contact Information 

• Please contact Greg Allington with McMillen 
regarding questions and comments: 
 
– Phone: 208-342-4214 

 
– Fax: 208-342-4216 

 
– Email: greenriver@mcmillen-llc.com 

 
– Address: 1401 Shoreline Drive 
     Boise, ID 83702 
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Informal Questions 

??? 
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