FY13 Missouri NRCS WHIP Policies (6-25-2013)

Missouri 2013 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) Policies (6-25-2013)

This FY13 WHIP Policy is based on the Final Rule for WHIP, published 11/23/2010 in Vol. 75, No. 225 of the Federal Register, under 7 CFR Part 636.

Wildlife Habitat Appraisal Guide (WHAG) Community Models will be used to document habitat changes under WHIP. The WHDP must at least reach a quality level of 0.5 habitat suitability index for all
contract acres (i.e., fields with essential practices and/or used to obtain ranking score). If the WHDP acres are not planned to reach the 0.5 level, the offered acres are not eligible for WHIP.

Planned conservation practices must be maintained for the lifespan of the practice, as indicated on the NRCS-CPA-1155 or -1156. All practices must also meet the minimum Criteria in the Conservation
Practice Standard (CPS; see the Missouri eFOTG) and the criteria listed below. Extents above the minimum necessary to meet the CPS Criteria and applicable FY13 WHIP Policy are not eligible for
payment. Note: Payment for some practices is only authorized when used in conjunction with another practice, as detailed in the Conservation Plan of Operation.

Maximum Amounts for the life of the contract are established on certain conservation practices or options, as noted in this Policy. WHIP funds provide financial assistance to eligible farmers and ranchers
to help these producers enhance agricultural and forested lands in a cost-effective and environmentally beneficial manner. Establishing Maximum Amounts for the contract allows Missouri NRCS to make
WHIP funding assistance available to a larger number of eligible farmers, ranchers and forest producers here in Missouri, and also as a method to make funding available to eligible producers regardless
of size of operation (i.e., by not obligating large amounts of funds on operations with more acres, Missouri WHIP funds will be available to a larger number of separate operations). The specified
“Maximum Amounts” for identified practices within this policy does not allow applicants to exceed the maximums through multiple offers/contracts on different acres when those acres are controlled by the
same applicant(s), where 'control' means possession of the land by ownership, written lease, or other legal agreement (as generally indicated on FSA's EZ156 &/or Producer Farm Data Report forms).
Historically Underserved Maximum Amounts refers to the maximum contract payment for Historically Underserved Farmers (Limited Resource Farmers, Beginning Farmers, and Socially Disadvantaged
Farmers as defined in the WHIP Final Rule). NOTE: While there is no restiction on the number of applications (or contracts, if funded) that may be submitted by an applicant for FY13 WHIP, all FY13
WHIP applications (and contracted amounts) will count towards the FY13 Maximum Amount as listed in FY13 WHIP Policy for any and all FY13 WHIP applications (and FY13 WHIP contracts, if funded)
where acres are controlled by the same applicant(s), where 'control' means possession of the land by ownership, written lease, or other legal agreement (as generally indicated on FSA’'s EZ156 &/or
Producer Farm Data Report forms).

HU Payment Rate refers to the payment rate for Historically Underserved Producers (Limited Resource Farmers, Beginning Farmers, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmers as defined in the WHIP Final
Rule). It is the applicant's responsibility to provide adequate documentation AT THE TIME THEY SIGN THE CPA-1200 that supports their HU request before the applicant can apply for these HU funds;
applicants who do not meet these requirements by the end of the evaluation period will NOT be eligible for Historically Underserved funds.

Structural practices involve the establishment, construction, or installation of site-specific measures. Vegetative practices involve the establishment or planting of site-specific vegetative measures.
Practices that are structural or vegetative are indicated by an “(S)” in the conservation practice heading. Payments are established as a one-time only payment, not multi-year payments (with exceptions
as noted). Missouri NRCS requires the owner be a signatory to a contract which has WHIP funds used for any structural or vegetative practice, due to the long-term lifespan on these
practices.

Conservation activities that generally require site-specific management techniques and/or methods with a practice lifespan of one year are indicated by an “(M)” in the title or option heading. These are only
available for payment on acres where the practice option has not been previously applied &/or utilized, and where there will be a higher level of management.

The WHIP applicant is responsible for the installation, use, and maintenance of all components required in the conservation management system.

ode O ervation Pra e P Rate AMO / Rate AMO /] °Spa
B anageme Acre $ 5,000.00 $ 6,000.00
Light Brush Mgt (<10% undesirable woody cover) $ 36.12 $ 43.34
314 Acre  |Medium Brush Mgt (10%-39% undesirable woody cover) $ 60.49 $ 72.59 10 Years

High Brush Mgt (40% - 60% undesirable woody cover) $ 142.68 $ 171.22
Very High Brush Mgt (>60% undesirable woody cover) $ 231.35 $ 277.62

1. This practice is authorized for the treatment of woody plants, including those that are invasive, exotic and noxious on all non-cropland areas.

2. When addressing pasture or hayland resource concerns, this practice is only authorized when used in conjunction with Prescribed Grazing and/or Forage and Biomass Harvest Management.

3. This practice is not to be used for conversion of woodlands or forests to grassland; such as the removal of woody vegetation to establish or re-establish grass cover.

4. Clipping/mowing as a "stand alone" treatment is not authorized for payment

5. See the “Brush Management” conservation practice standard.

Introduced Grass $ 314.73 $ 436.03

327 Acre  [Native Grass $  343.44 $ 470.49 5 Years
Pollinator Habitat (see 645 CPS for guidance) $ 423.88 $ 567.02
Prairie Restoration (see 643 CPS for guidance) $ 598.25 $ 776.25
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. Payment is authorized for the establishment and maintenance of permanent vegetative cover on land being retired from agricultural use.
. This practice will also enhance wildlife habitat, in accordance with the Additional Criteria to Enhance Wildlife Habitat of the CPS.
. See the “Conservation Cover” conservation practice standard.
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Conservation Practice

Pmt Unit

Payment

Rate 3/

Maximum
Amount 4/

HU Payment
Rate 3/

HU Maximum
Amount 4/

382

Feet

Lifespan

Early Successional Habitat Development/Mgmt (M) Acre $ 5,000.00 $ 6,000.00
Disking (one pass with a disk) $ 59.02 $ 70.82 1 Year
Mowing & Disking (brushhog plus one pass with disk) $ 172.69 $ 207.23
Mowing & Heavy Disking (brushhog plus multiple disk passes) 196.1 235.31
1. Payment may be made up to two times per acre when needed to address the resource concern.
MO NRCS "Early Successional Habitat Dev-Mgmt" Activity Sheet, JS-BIOL-24 Job Sheet and "Early Successional Habitat Development/Management" conservation practice standard.
Permanent HighTensile Electric Single Strand $ 0.75 $ 0.90
Permanent HighTensile Electric 2-3 strand $ 1.17 $ 1.40 20 Years
Permanent HighTensile, Minimum 4-strand $ 1.38 $ 1.65
Permanent Barbed Wire Multi-Strand $ 1.63 $ 1.96
Permanent Woven Wire $ 1.85 $ 2.22

1. This practice is only authorized when needed to permanently exclude livestock from areas that need protection &/or control domestic livestock, while permitting wildlife movement.
2. Only one Fence payment can be earned for each length/reach of fence (i.e., multiple options can not be stacked on the same running length/reach of fence; example: a 6-strand Permanent HighTensile
Electric Fence, if required to meet the 382 CPS, is only eligible for the ‘Permanent HighTensile, Minimum 4-strand’ option for payment, [NOT a combination of the ‘2-3 strand’ and ‘4-strand’ options]).

3. See the “Fence” conservation practice standard.

Acre 5 150000 5 200000
386 Acre  [Native Grass $  343.44 $ 470.49 10 Years
Pollinator Habitat (see 645 CPS for guidance) $ 378.64 $ 512.73
1. Payment is authorized to provide wildlife food and cover, in accordance with the Additional Criteria to Provide Wildlife Food and Cover of the CPS.
2. See the MO NRCS "Field Border with Wildlife Friendly Grasses" Activity Sheet and “Field Border” conservation practice standard.
Light $ 80.33 $ 96.40
1. Light FSI reduces basal area by 20-29 square feet per acre, or kill 100 to 199 (<4" diameter) trees per acre, and/or kill any woody vines in crop trees.
666 Acre  [Medium [ | $ 98.78] | $ 118.53 ] 10 Years
1. Medium FSI reduces basal area by 30-40 square feet per acre, or kill 200 to 400 (<4" diameter) trees per acre and Kill any woody vines in crop trees.
Heavy | [$ 125.25] | $ 150.30 |
1. Heavy FSI reduces basal area by >40 square feet per acre, or kill > 400 (<4" diameter) trees per acre and kill any woody vines in crop trees.
Temporary Forest Openings (patch clearcuts) $ 179.56 | | $ 215.47 |
1. Payment is NOT authorized for FSI - Light/Medium/Heavy in forest stands if forest products may be removed commercially (timber, posts, or fuel wood) with forest stand improvement work.
2. This practice will also improve wildlife habitat, in accordance with the Additional Criteria to Improve Wildlife Habitat of the CPS.
3. See the “Forest Stand Improvement” conservation practice standard.
655 Acre |Shaping & Grading Feet $ 0.34 $ 0.41 5 Years
Water Bar Installation with Light Shaping & Grading Each $ 29.81 $ 35.77
Temporary Stream Crossing Each $ 604.77 $ 725.72

1. Payment is authorized to address documented resource concerns on exisiting trails/landings OR as recommended according to a current forest management plan prepared by a professional forester.
2. See the “Forest Trails and Landings” conservation practice standard.
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FY13 Missouri NRCS WHIP Policies (6-25-2013)

Practice Practice Conservation Practice Pmt Unit Payment Maximum HU Payment HU Maximum

Code Unit Rate 3/ Amount 4/ Rate 3/ Amount 4/

Lifespan

Herbaceous Weed Control (M) Acre $ 5,000.00 $ 7,500.00
Light Spot Treatments (<10% undesirable Herbaceous cover) $ 24.24 $ 29.09
Medium Spot Treatments (>10% undesirable Herbaceous cover) $ 70.28 $ 84.34
315 Acre |Blanket Treatment One Pass $ 67.51 $ 81.01 5 Years
Blanket Treatment Multi Pass $ 132.30 $ 158.77
Tree & Shrub Post-planting Weed Control $ 116.51 $ 139.81
Biological Control with Grazing Animals $ 193.63 $ 290.45
1. Payment for 'Biological Control' is only authorized on areas with >40% undesirable Herbaceous cover, and must be included in the Wildlife Habitat Management Plan.

1. Payment is available for control or suppression of Herbaceous vegetation; it is NOT for site preparation activities for a new seeding or re-seeding, or maintenance/management of a new seeding or re-
seeding.

2. Payment may be made up to two times per acre when needed to address the resource concern.

3. See the MO NRCS "Herbaceous Weed Control" Activity Sheet and Conservation Practice Standard.

391 Acre Riparian Forest Buffer (S) Acre $ 19453|$% 5,000.00 | $ 291.80 | $ 7,500.00 | 15 Years

1. Payment is authorized to establish a maximum width of 200 feet of trees and/or shrubs.
2. The 200-foot maximum width determination includes any existing trees &/or shrubs (i.e., if an area has existing trees/shrub 50-feet wide, payment is only authorized for a maximum of 150 feet of newly-
planted trees &/or shrubs, when needed to address the resource concern; areas that have existing trees/shrubs at least 200-feet wide are NOT eligible for payment).

3. See the “Riparian Forest Buffer” conservation practice standard.

Tree/Shrub Establishment (S) $ 5,000.00 $ 6,250.00
612 Acre |Direct Seeding Acre $ 284.83 $ 341.80 15 Years
Bareroot Trees & Shrubs Each $ 0.62 $ 0.75
Container Trees & Shrubs Each $ 8.96 $ 10.75

1. The above options require a minimum of three years weed control.
2. Container shrubs are eligible for payment at the ‘Container’ Payment Rate only if required for (A) farmstead shelterbelt/windbreaks or (B) covey headquarters.
3. See the “Tree/Shrub Establishment” conservation practice standard.

Chemical Application $ 37.13 $ 44.55

490 Acre |Light Mechanical $ 47.11 $ 56.53 1 Year
Light Mechanical with Chemical $ 84.23 $ 101.08
Heavy Mechanical with Chemical $ 188.66 $ 226.39

1. See the “Tree/Shrub Site Preparation” conservation practice standard.
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (M) $ 5,000.00 $ 6,000.00

Downed Wildlife Tree Structure Each $ 182.65 $ 219.18
Edgefeathering Acre $ 664.97 $ 797.96
Permanent Forest Openings Acre $ 1,258.43 $ 1,510.11

645 Acre |Glade/Savanna/Open Woodland Restoration Acre $ 318.14 $ 381.76 1 Year
1. Payment for 'Glade/..." option is authorized when more than 60 square feet per acre of basal area (or more than 400 stems per acre) are removed, and is only
authorized for the restoration of savannas, glades and open woodland natural communities, as specified in CPS (643) Restoration and Management of Rare or Decling
Habitat.
Wildlife Watering [ Each [ $ 574.85] | $ 689.82 |

1. Grazing may be allowed only if it improves wildlife habitat and is included in the Wildlife Habitat Management Plan.
2. See the “Upland Wildlife Habitat Management” conservation practice standard.
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FY13 Missouri NRCS WHIP Policies (6-25-2013)

Practice Practice Payment Maximum HU Payment HU Maximum

Code Unit Conservation Practice Rate 3/ Amount 4/ Rate 3/ Amount 4/

Footnotes and Acronym Information

Lifespan

Wildlife Habitat Appraisal Guide (WHAG) Community Models will be used to document habitat changes under WHIP. The WHDP must at least reach a quality level of 0.5 habitat suitability index for all
contract acres (i.e., fields with essential practices and/or used to obtain ranking score). If the WHDP acres are not planned to reach the 0.5 level, the offered acres are not eligible for WHIP.

HU Payment Rate refers to the payment rate for Historically Underserved Producers (Limited Resource Farmers, Beginning Farmers, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmers as defined in the

3/ WHIP Final Rule). It is the applicant's responsibility to provide adequate documentation AT THE TIME THEY SIGN THE CPA-1200 that supports their HU request before the applicant can apply
for these HU funds; applicants who do not meet these requirements by the end of the evaluation period will NOT be eligible for Historically Underserved funds.

Maximum Amounts for the life of the contract are established on certain conservation practices or options, as noted in this Policy. WHIP funds provide financial assistance to eligible farmers
and ranchers to help these producers enhance agricultural and forested lands in a cost-effective and environmentally beneficial manner. Establishing Maximum Amounts for the contract allows
Missouri NRCS to make WHIP funding assistance available to a larger number of eligible farmers, ranchers and forest producers here in Missouri, and also as a method to make funding
available to eligible producers regardless of size of operation (i.e., by not obligating large amounts of funds on operations with more acres, Missouri WHIP funds will be available to a larger
number of separate operations). The specified “Maximum Amounts” for identified practices within this policy does not allow applicants to exceed the maximums through multiple offers/contracts
4/ on different acres when those acres are controlled by the same applicant(s), where ‘control' means possession of the land by ownership, written lease, or other legal agreement (as generally
indicated on FSA’s EZ156 &/or Producer Farm Data Report forms). Historically Underserved Maximum Amounts refers to the maximum contract payment for Historically Underserved Farmers
(Limited Resource Farmers, Beginning Farmers, and Socially Disadvantaged Farmers as defined in the WHIP Final Rule). NOTE: While there is no restiction on the number of applications (or
contracts, if funded) that may be submitted by an applicant for FY13 WHIP, all FY13 WHIP applications (and contracted amounts) will count towards the FY13 Maximum Amount as listed in
FY13 WHIP Policy for any and all FY13 WHIP applications (and FY13 WHIP contracts, if funded) where acres are controlled by the same applicant(s), where 'control' means possession of the
land by ownership, written lease, or other legal agreement (as generally indicated on FSA's EZ156 &/or Producer Farm Data Report forms).

CPS |Conservation Practice Standard, as described in the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide

Conservation activities that generally require site-specific management techniques and/or methods and have a practice lifespan of one year; as noted in Policy for specific options, payment may
be made up to two times per acre when needed to address the resource concern; otherwise this is a one-time only payment.

Conservation practices that are either structural or vegetative, and have a multi-year lifespan. Structural practices involve the establishment, construction, or installation of site-specific
S measures. Vegetative practices involve the establishment or planting of site-specific vegetative measures. Payments are established as a one-time only payment, not multi-year payments.
Missouri NRCS requires the owner be a signatory to a contract which has WHIP funds used for any structural or vegetative practice.

This Program Policy is approved for use for the implementation of the FY13 General WHIP in Missouri.

J. R. Flores 07/01/2013
Missouri State Conservationist Date
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