
National Volunteer Week
Wisconsin’s Own

Volunteer Week is about inspiring, recognizing 
and encouraging people to become engaged in 
their community.  The NRCS Earth Team Volunteer 
Program does just that. Several volunteers are 
sharing their stories and experience volunteering 
with NRCS.

Scott Georgeson - Green Lake Field Office
Last July the Green Lake field office got a 
knock on the door by an individual who 
was looking to volunteer with a federal 
agency. Scott is a 30-year veteran of the 
United States Army who recently moved 
back to his home state of Wisconsin. Scott 
is part of the Community-Based Warrior 
Transition Unit program (CBWTU).  The 
CBWTU enables soldiers to recover 
and transition at the location closest 
to their personal support network. The 
Green Lake field office jumped at the 
opportunity to include Scott as an Earth 
Team volunteer.  Scott provided the field 
office with welcomed additional help.  

Scott’s volunteer opportunity allowed him to gain additional civilian job experience with NRCS, 
and keep him busy between his regular doctor and therapy check-ups.  

During Scott’s volunteer tenure he has work extensively in Toolkit and ArcMap, assisted with HEL 
and Wetland Determination, help organized and digitize maps, completed site visits and field 
verifications, as well as observing construction practices in progress and after completion.  Scott 
has been able to quickly learn and adapt to NRCS’ processes and tasks; attributes he has begun to 
master over his changes responsibilities during his last three decades of military service.  

Today Scott continues to move forward through the CBWTU program transition toward finding 
other job opportunities or continuing his education.  As he transitions out of his military career, he 
looks forward to finding a job near his home in Markesan, remodeling his farmstead and spending 
more time relaxing with his family.



Zach is a junior at UW Whitewater and learned about 
the NRCS Earth Team Volunteer Program through the 
college. Zach grew up on a farm in Jefferson County. 

The Earth Team volunteer program has been an 
excellent experience.  I have learned a lot about the 
responsibilities of the NRCS.  I have worked with 
the district conservationist, soil conservationist, the 
technician and the secretary. They have trained me 
in what they do, how they do it and why they do it.  
Lately I have been doing a lot of filing and reorganizing 
the files in the office.  Due to the weather we haven’t 
been able to get out and do field reviews. We’re 
hoping to get working on some of the compliance 
reviews soon. So far I have enjoyed doing the tasks I 
have been assigned, and I work with a great group of 
people.  I look forward to working with the NRCS over 
the summer.

Zach Thayer - Jefferson Field Office

My experience with NRCS started as an Earth Team Volunteer in 2010 at the 
Monroe Field Office. Although, I was not raised in an agricultural setting 
and had no idea of the role that NRCS played in production agriculture, 
over the next two years I became aware of the impact that the agency has 
on the agricultural landscape.

My first duty as an Earth Team Volunteer was to pull crop histories for HEL 
Compliance Reviews and to go on surveys and construction layouts with 
the technicians in the Monroe Field Office. It was at this time that I learned 
about our programs and the benefits they provide for the landscape. 
We surveyed for Grass Waterways, Streambank Protection, Roof Runoff 
Control and various other practices that are in the EQIP program. I 
was surprised by the number of practices and how they applied to the 
agricultural landscape.

It was during my first months as an Earth Team Volunteer, that I realized I wanted to have a career with the 
agency. Over the next two years I did everything that was asked of me, to the best of my abilities. During that 
time I was encouraged by both the Field Office staff and the Area Office staff to continue my efforts and learn as 
much as possible. I found everyone that I worked with to be knowledgeable in their fields and this only affirmed 
my desire to pursue a career with the agency. After two years of volunteering I graduated from college and was 
offered the Soil Conservation Technician position in Iowa County.

My time as an Earth Team Volunteer made me aware of the agency’s role with producers and production lands 
and the lands located on the periphery of agricultural production. I am proud of the time I spent volunteering 
and would recommend it to anyone who is interested in a career with NRCS. I also feel that the Earth Team 
Volunteers are great assets to the offices that they work in; as they are willing to perform some of the tasks that 
field staff do not always have time for.  So the next time you have a chance to work with an Earth Team Volunteer, 
please remember that they are valuable assets and may someday work alongside you in the agency.

Tony Strenz - Dodgeville Field Office



Tom Moore - Madison State Office
Volunteer Week was celebrated a bit early with one of the volunteers 
in the State Office. After six years of volunteering and contributing 
over 2500 hours, Tom is leaving NRCS.  He has supported the 
Admininstrative staff in many ways over the years.  He will be missed 
by everyone.

Tom was recruited through the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, 
also known as RSVP.  There are several organizations of this type 
throughout the state that help recruit volunteers. 

Tom’s supervisor, Diane Georgetta 
presented him with a Certificate of 
Appreciation at his luncheon in March.

Amanda Mueller - Madison State Office
In May 2013, I graduated from UW Madison with a B.S. in Biology.  I 
planned on taking a year off and continue my education in Physical 
Therapy in September 2014.  After working a few jobs here and there 
and meeting some road blocks, I had settled into substitute teaching for 
local high schools.  The jobs became few and far between occurrences.  
Being a motivated individual, I searched out other opportunities.  

I remember going with my dad, Scott Mueller ASCE, to “Take your 
Daughter to Work” day.  I enjoyed those days, learning what my dad 
did.  He showed me waterways (where I got stuck in the mud), dams 

(where I observed the survey crew and helped as I could), and several other projects.  Since I enjoyed seeing this 
work, I thought I would try volunteering at the NRCS state office.  Working with the agency, I am gaining many 
professional skills that you don’t learn in a classroom.

Being in this professional setting has invigorated me to keep pursuing other jobs and careers instead of waiting 
around to be accepted into the Physical Therapy School.  Even though I didn’t go to college for conservation 
work, the work I have done at the state office gave me experience with conservation strategies and policies.  This 
helped me get limited term employment with the WLWCA.  

The volunteer experience has skyrocketed my drive and ambitions.  


