State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

NRCS State Office
Indianapolis, Indiana
September 11, 2012
Teresah Caire and Becky Ross, Acting State Resource Conservationist welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Teresah introduced Kimberly Neumann, Acting State Conservationist.  Kimberly is the Northeast Area Conservationist.  Jane is at National Headquarters in Washington, D.C. on a detail.  Becky reported that Shannon Zezula will be returning October 1, 2012.  Becky introduced Angie Garrison, District Conservationist for Boone and Hamilton Counties.  Angie is a participant in the Leadership Development Program and is observing the Indiana State Technical Committee.
2012 Farm Bill Update

Teresah updated the committee on the Farm Bill Title II Legislation to date.  (See attached handout)  
NRCS Programs Status

Teresah updated the committee on all 2012 programs.  (See attached handout)  
Teresah stated that Local Work Groups around the state met this summer to look at local resource concerns and program needs.  A brief survey with three questions provided for each group to complete.  (See attached handout)   She shared a list of recurring concerns from her review of the state’s Local Work Groups minutes and surveys.
ISTC Subcommittee Recommendations

EQIP – 528 Prescribed Grazing: Subcommittee recommends offering a “low” and “high” payment similar to other management practices.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP – 528 Prescribed Grazing: Subcommittee recommends offering a payment for deferment of grazing during sensitive time periods.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP – 516 Livestock Pipeline: Subcommittee recommends offering a payment for above ground pipeline under circumstances where buried pipeline is not feasible.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP – 436 Irrigation Reservoir: Subcommittee recommends offering this practice as a solution for storing runoff from ag buildings in a cistern to be used for irrigation purposes. This will reduce demand from surface and subsurface water resources and address concentrated runoff concerns.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP/WHIP – 142 Wildlife Habitat Management Plan: Subcommittee recommended that Indiana begin offering

this conservation activity plan (CAP) as a way for participants to meet the WHIP Plan of Operations requirement or as a requirement if EQIP funds are used for  wildlife purposes.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP Ranking – Subcommittee recommends that confined livestock operations requesting assistance and that are not expanding number of animals be given higher ranking priority over those who are expanding.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP Ranking – Subcommittee recommends that confined livestock producers requesting assistance to meet the 
new IDEM CFO rules be given higher ranking priority.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP Payment Caps – Reduce payment caps for management practices to 500 acres, down from 750 acres in an attempt to allow more producers to have a chance at receiving program funds.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
EQIP/WHIP Ranking – Current ranking gives priority to applications with practices addressing water quality in aquatic habitat plan areas. Recommendation is to include additional ranking priority for those applications with land in a priority area that lies within the aquatic habitat plan areas (which cover the entire state).  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
FSA Updates
Susan Hovermale, FSA, gave updates to CRP and SAFE allocations.  (See attached handout)  
NRCS Technology Update

Beth Clarizia, Ag Engineer, NRCS, gave a PowerPoint presentation on saturated buffers.  (See attached handout)  A recommendation was made for approval that Saturated Buffers could be applied on CRP ground.  Indiana State Technical Committee concurred.
Becky Ross reported when the new EQIP standards arrive, they will be forwarded to the Indiana State Technical Committee.

The Conservation Delivery Streamlining Initiative has been delayed until 2013.
Member Updates
Ed Heckman, GLCI, reported that there would be two grazing conferences in the northern and southern parts of Indiana. 
Santina Wortman, EPA, stated that a national program for non point source program will have new guidelines in November.  There will be a non point source webinar on September 20, 2012.  There will be a two stage ditch workshop in Lansing, Michigan in October.

Larry Clemens, TNC, stated that the Notre Dame two stage ditch water quality project gets better with age.  He will have a Notre Dame Representative attend an Indiana State Technical Committee and speak about the project.

Teresah Caire will set up a subcommittee review of GARC.

The next Indiana State Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 11, 2012.

