State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

NRCS State Office
Indianapolis, Indiana
December 11, 2012
Teresah Caire and Kimberly Neumann, Acting State Conservationist, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Kimberly reported that Jane will be remaining in Washington, D.C. through January.  Kimberly will be acting until December 21, 2012, and then Roger Kult, Assistant State Conservationist-Operations will begin acting until Jane returns.  This is Teresah Caire’s last State Technical Committee meeting.  She has accepted a new position in Fort Worth, Texas.  Jill Reinhart will be Acting Assistant State Conservationist-Farm Bill Programs until the position is filled.  Kimberly thanked Teresah for her service with NRCS.  
Kimberly reported that Indiana has received its budget allocation.  There is nothing new to report about the Farm Bill.  She mentioned that NRCS is working the US Army Corps of Engineers and The Nature Conservancy regarding having an earthen berm installed at the Eagle Marsh WRP to attempt to keep Asian Carp out of the Great Lakes.  
She reported that the Ag Census is approaching and we need farmers/landowners to complete the census.  It will also be available on-line.  She stated that the State Resource Assessment is happening in 2013, and we will welcome the partners’ assistance in assessing Indiana’s priority resource concerns.
Programs, Initiatives and Special Projects
Teresah Caire presented the NRCS Farm Bill Programs Updates.  (See attached handout) 
Jill Reinhart provided updates to the Partnership Projects and Special Projects. (See attached handouts)
Practice and Payment Changes in 2013

Shannon Zezula provided a handout that detailed EQIP and WHIP practices obligated in FY12. 

(See attached handout)  He stated that Indiana is one of the top states in the nation in implementing cover crops.

Jennifer Chen, NRCS, gave a presentation regarding the Practices and Payment Schedules for Indiana.  (See attached handout)  She reiterated that the payment schedules have been regionalized for 2013, and all practices are regionalized.  Jennifer also gave a presentation on the comparison of several practices from FY12 to FY13.  (See attached handout)
Rick Ward, US Fish and Wildlife, expressed concerns about the regional costs associated with sedge meadow and aquatic emergent restoration activities compared to experience in Indiana, which has been accomplished for at least 25% of the cost.  There is the potential that contractors/suppliers in Indiana may arbitrarily increase their costs which will impact other programs and ultimately the potential to restore these critical habitats across the stated.  NRCS Indiana has since elected to not offer the regional payment scenarios under 327 Conservation Cover for sedge meadow and aquatic emergent vegetation in FY13, and instead will direct interested procedures to other payment scenarios or other programs to restore these critical habitats.
National NRCS Water Quality Monitoring

Shannon Zezula gave a presentation on the National NRCS Water Quality Monitoring.  (See attached handout)  

It was not specifically mentioned at the meeting, but national-level training related to NRCS edge-of-field water quality monitoring was delivered via webinar on November 6, 2012.  Replays of this training and presentation materials will be posted to the NRCS East National Technology Support Center Training Library (http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/entsc/?cid=nrcs143_021685) in the near future if any member of the Indiana State Technical Committee is interested in more details.  Note: There are many other excellent technical training resources at this site as well as covering a variety of topics.
Nutrient Management (590) Update
Tony Bailey, Conservation Agronomist, NRCS, provided a presentation regarding the update to the Nutrient Management (590) Standard. (See attached handout)
FSA Updates
Susan Hovermale, FSA, was unable to stay for the meeting but provided the attached handout.  (See attached handout)  
The next Indiana State Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 11, 2013.

