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Table 15. Losses and Gains in Palustrine and Estuarine Wetlands, 1997 to 2007, 
By Coastal and Inland Counties, In Thousands of Acres, With Margins of Error 

 
Coastal counties  Inland counties  Total  

Gross losses  
-172.6  

±43.4  

-268.5  

±47.6  

-441.1  

±67.4  

Gross gains  
51.2  

±41.5  

639.9  

±227.6  

691.1  

±228.9  

Net Change  
-121.4  

±49.7  

371.4  

±235.7  

250.0  

±237.0  

Loss due to agriculture  
10.0  

±5.1  

55.4  

±27.7  

65.4  

±27.0  

Loss due to development  
130.5  

±34.4  

135.5  

±23.8  

266.0  

±48.8  

Loss due to other  
32.1  

±31.2  

77.6  

±35.1  

109.7  

±42.7  

Gain due to agriculture  
24.1  

±36.6  

386.1  

±190.6  

410.2  

±188.7  

Gain due to development  
3.5  

±4.4  

11.7  

±8.6  

15.2  

±8.9  

Gain due to other  
23.5  

±13.1  

242.1  

±157.4  

265.6  

±159.4  

 
Notes:  
• Instances where the margin of error is greater than or equal to the estimate are displayed in italics 
indicating that the confidence interval includes zero and that the estimate should not be used.  
• Losses and gains are between wetlands and upland habitats only. Changes between wetlands and other 
aquatic habitats or Federal land are not shown. 
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	 Most Palustrine wetlands are vegetated, 94.8 million acres in 2007. Of these, 68.8 million acres are dominated by trees or shrubs (forested and scrub-shrub) and 26.0 million acres are dominated by herbaceous vegetation (emergent).
	(Table 5)
	 In 2007, approximately 10.5 million acres of wetlands were freshwater open wetlands without emergent vegetation (Palustrine other) and almost 5.4 million acres were brackish water wetlands (Estuarine). (Table 5)
	 Gross wetland losses in coastal counties decreased between 1992 and 2007, but gross gains were not enough to offset the losses. Therefore, coastal counties showed a net loss in each 5-year period since 1992: 116,100 acres from 1992 to 1997, 65,100 acres �
	 For the period 1997 to 2007, most of the wetland losses in coastal counties were due to development: 84,900 acres from 1997 to 2002 and 45,600 acres from 2002 to 2007. (Table 13)
	 Gross wetland losses in inland counties also decreased during the 1992 to 2007 period. Gross wetland gains increased from 1997 to 2002 but then decreased from 2002 to 2007. (Table 14)
	 Inland counties showed a net wetland loss from 1992 to 1997 (40,200 acres) but net wetland gains from 1997 to 2002 (213,900 acres) and from 2002 to 2007 (157,500 acres). (Table 14)
	 Similar to coastal counties, most of the wetland losses in the inland counties were due to development, but to a lesser extent: 75,700 acres from 1997 to 2002 and 59,800 acres from 2002 to 2007. (Table 14)
	 For the period 1997 to 2007, most of the wetland gains in the inland counties were due to agriculture: 211,600 acres from 1997 to 2002 and 174,500 acres from 2002 to 2007. (Table 14)
	 From 1997 to 2007, there was a net loss of 121,400 acres in the coastal counties and a net gain of 371,400 acres in the inland counties. (Table 15)
	 Development resulted in the loss of 135,500 acres in the inland counties from 1997 to 2007 and 130,500 acres in the coastal counties. (Table 15)
	 During the 10-year period 1997 to 2007, development was responsible for 76 percent of the wetland losses in the coastal counties and 50 percent in the inland counties. Agriculture was responsible for only 6 percent of the wetland losses in the coastal co�
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