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IOWA INSTRUCTION 450–380 – CHANGE IN TECHNICAL SERVICE PROVIDER (TSP) 

CATEGORY CERTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR 
COMPLETION OF ENGINEERING DESIGNS USED IN 
COMPREHENSIVE NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS 
(CNMP) 

 
 
 
Part 380.0 PURPOSE 
 
 This Iowa Instruction provides instructions on information that must be provided 

to landowners/producers who request a TSP engineer to design, implement, and 
check-out structures associated with CNMP development.    

 
 
Part 380.1 SCOPE 
 
 These instructions will be followed by employees when providing information 

regarding TSP certification requirements for CNMP development. 
 
 
Part 380.2 FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 This Iowa Instruction will be posted on the Iowa NRCS Employee Website.  The 

Website can be accessed at http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/ under the Iowa 
NRCS eDirectives System section. 

 
 
Part 380.3 EXHIBITS 
 
 See the attachment. 
 
 
 
 
Richard Sims 
State Conservationist 
 
Attachment 
 
E 
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1. PURPOSE 
 

This Iowa Instruction provides instructions on information that must be provided to 
landowners/producers who request a TSP engineer to design, implement, and check-out 
structures associated with CNMP development.    

 
2. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Technical Service Providers may provide technical services to eligible participants in 
conservation planning and in the planning design, installation, and check-out of 
conservation practices applied on private land, Indian land, or where allowed by 
conservation program rules on public land where there is a direct private land benefit 
(Code of Federal Regulations 2010, Title 7, Vol 6, Part 652.1).  State and field office 
employees who provide information regarding TSP certification requirements for CNMP 
development should now include Manure and Waste Management as an acceptable 
certification category for engineers designing building structures associated with CNMP 
development.  Work processes acceptable for Manure and Waste Management 
certification include on-site inspections of design implementation, check-out of structures, 
and other products as identified in the practice Statement of Work.  This TSP category 
certification is acceptable only for the completion of structural designs and may not be 
accepted for completion of the CNMP. 

 
3. PROCESS 
 

When NRCS is providing program information to landowners/producers, they are obligated 
to inform the producer that he/she has the right to utilize the services of a Technical 
Service Provider to complete the practice(s).  The TSP list is provided on the TechReg 
website.  The website can be accessed at http://techreg.usda.gov/.  Eligible 
producers/landowners who express an interest in using a TSP to complete a conservation 
practice should be provided with a list of TSPs certified in the specific category/practice 
they need completed. 
 
If the producer/landowner requires a structural design for a practice required in a CNMP, 
employees should follow the process below to provide the qualified individual with a list of 
certified TSPs: 
 
1. Access the TSP forms on the Iowa TSP website.  The website can be accessed at 

http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/TSPforms.html.  
2. Complete the Notice to Participant Regarding TSP Assistance form and assemble 

the required documents as outlined in the Notice. 
3. Access the TechReg website at http://techreg.usda.gov/. 
4. Click on “Find a TSP.”  This is located in the upper right-hand side of the page. 
5. Click on Iowa. 
6. Click on the county where the design will be implemented. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2010-title7-vol6/xml/CFR-2010-title7-vol6-part652.xml�
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7. The producer should be provided with two lists.  The first is the CNMP Plan 
Development - Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage list; the second is the 
Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage list.  A third list, CNMP Plan 
Development – Total Plan may also be provided.  To access the lists, click on the 
down arrow next to “Select Category.” 

8. Notify the producer that not everyone on the list is an engineer.  IT IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PRODUCER/LANDOWNER TO VERIFY THE TSPs 
EXPERIENCE AND ENGINEERING CREDINTIALS PRIOR TO SIGNING A 
CONTRACT WITH THE TSP.  A resume is provided next to the TSPs name on the 
list; if the TSP is an engineer, his/her Iowa engineering license number is provided 
on the resume.   

9. Make clear to the producer/landowner that the TSP Rate (TSPR) determines the 
amount that the producer will be reimbursed, not the amount that the TSP will charge 
for the service.  TSPs are independent contractors who determine the value of their 
services based on the service they provide, not on the TSPR. 

10. Any information provided by NRCS employees must be done without regard to race, 
color, sex, age, or religion.  NRCS employees are prohibited from providing opinions 
on quality of service or product. 

11. Iowa requires a pre-planning meeting prior to commencement of work.  The 
producer/landowner and the TSP are required to attend this meeting.  The purpose 
of the pre-planning meeting is to establish the roles and responsibilities of each party 
in completing the practice.  A PowerPoint presentation providing pre-planning 
meeting guidance can be found at http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/tools.html.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved By:  Date: 
 
Richard Sims 
State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
210 Walnut Street, Room 693 
Des Moines, IA 50309-2180 
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